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'Jlie  object  of  writing  prefaces  to  books  must  consist 
chiefly  in  the  desire  to  place  the  reader,  to  some  extent,  in 
liarmony  with  the  subject  before  him.  Preliminary  re- 
marks may  thus  aid  in  accomplishing  the  purpose  held  in 
view  by  the  writer.  There  should  be  a reason  for  all 
things;  and  certainly  a good  reason,  is  required  when 
people  resort  to  print. 

Ill  the  present  case,  the  veriter  feels  that  peculiar  justi- 
fication is  needed,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  explain  at  tlie 
begiuning.  He  had  not  the  most  remote  idea,  on  com- 
mencing to  write  the  following  records,  that  tliey  would 
ever  be  ]U'esented  to  the  pulilic;  such  a thought  was 
not  in  liis  mind,  nor  was  the  suggestion  tlien  made  by 
an  other. 

A number  of  persons,  engaged  chiefly  in  rural  pursuits, 
desirous  of  improving  their  minds  while  cultivating  tludr 
farms,  united  twenty-five  years  ago  in  the  erection  of  a 
comfurtable  building,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
fi’iie  Lyceum,  Finding  much  satisfacrion  in  tin-  intiuvsr- 
ing  proceedings  that  attended  their  various  meetings,  a 
company  was  formed,  and  regularly  incorporated  under  tlio 
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title  “The  Sand}'  Spring  Lyceum  Company.”  Although 
the  lectures  'vvere  generally  well  atteiided,  it  was  found 
dilhcult  to  get  a quorum  together  at  the  annual  meetings 
for  the  election  of  officers.  Francis  Miller  suggested  that 
if  these  meetings  could  he  made  interesting  the  j'leople 
would,  attend ; he  proposed  that  a historian  and  statis- 
tician should  be  appointed,  to  give  at  each  Annual  Meeting 
a sketch  of  events  during  the  }Tar.  The  idea  Avas  cordi- 
ally seconded,  and  AVilliam  Henry  Farquhar  Avas  elected 
Historian.  The  ap})reciative  audiences  since  have  demon- 
strated the  Avisdojn  of  the  plan ; and  from  it  sprang  the 
following  “'Annals.’’  After  listening  for  Aventy  years  to 
the  reading  of  those  records,  it  Avas  resolved  by  a unani- 
mous A'ote  in  the  session  of  '’S3,  that  they  should  be 
imblishcd  in  the  form  of  a book. 

The  persons  of  Avhom  the  company  Avas  composed  Avere 
chielly,  thougli  by  no  means  exclusively,  members  of  tlie 
“ Society  of  l-Tiends,’’  settled  over  the  southeastern  part 
of  Montgomery  County,  3Iaryland.  These  primitive 
settlers  of  Sandy  Sjiring  neighborhood  Avere  confined 
Avilhin  no  precisely  d'-lined  limits,  but  Avere  linked  to- 
gether by  the  ties  of  similarity  in  birth,  education,  and 
manner  of  living;  without  which,  the  aitemt)t  to  con- 
dense the  interests  and  incidents  of  ordinary  life  into  one 
chronicle  must  be  fruitless. 

Tlie  Avriter  has  formed  (iocid.,''  and  possih'ly  }>eeiiliar 
A'ievrs  in  rega.i’d  to  tiw  ])raotioai,'iliiy  *if  coii.-si(h‘riiig  the 
people  of  a Avholc  neighborhood  us  an  entity  in  itself,  one 
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united  being,  and  thus  claiming  the  right  to  give  their 
Annals  the  more  dignified  name  of  History.  Of  this  it 
is  for  tlie  reader  to  judge.  He  will  find  a variety  of 
topics ; and,  though  no  abundance  of  rare  or  exciting  in- 
cidents, yet  a fair  portion  of  those  simple,  homely  traits 
ill  human  life  and  character  which  are  never  without 
natural  interest.  The  book  is  new^  and  it  is  true.  It 
tells  the  story  of  country  life  as  it  passes  through  suc- 
cessive periods,  at  long  intervals.  Agriculture  is  the  chief 
subject  and  concern  of  the  work ; a subject  requiring  no 
excuse  for  intruding  upon  the  people  of  America.  AVe 
who  are  specially  connected  with  it,  as  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  our  lives,  cannot  fail  sometimes  to  observe  that 
our  position  in  the  world  is  not  pro])erly  appreciated,  nor 
even  fully  understood.  Believing  this  to  be  the  case,  we 
would  fain  siipjdy  the  rest  of  the  world  with  some  im- 
portant facts  to  tliem  unknown.  The  works  written  ujion 
agriculture  arc  naturally  addressed  cliietly  to  farmers; 
•but  it  is  surely  not  amiss  to  promote  a closer  union  of 
interests  and  ideas  between  the  two  halves  into  vrhicli  the 
people  of  the  United  States  arc  nearly  equally  divided, 
viz.  the  farmers  and  those  not  farmers. 

Tlie  present  book  is  not,  as  appears  at  sight,  merely  a 
transient  local  concern,  describing  the  incidents  whieh 
occur  every  year  to  a limited  number  of  ordinary  farmers 
residing  in  tlie  interior  of  dlaryland.  Were  that  all,  it 
would  require  some  assurance  on  the  })art  of  ‘‘The  Sandy 
Spring  Lyceum  Company  ” to  publish  the  book  to  the 


I?&lto-3;';'v 

ifiSSifX;'  }^ 


'1^ 


Vi 


PKEF.\  CE. 

Avorld.  JJnt  tbej  e is  an  impression  in  the  minds  of  many 
persons  oviside  of  that  company,  and  confirmed  from  time 
to  time  by  visitors  impartial  and  qualified  to  judge,  that 
Sandy  Spring  is  not  quite  an  ordinary  country  neighbor- 
hood. In  defence  of  this  seeming  pretension  we  invite 
our  readers  to  commence  Avith  examining  Chapter  VII 
of  this  book,  and  the  book  itself. 

If  there  is  any  truth  in  the  llattering  opinions  expressed 
in  the  pages  referred  to  (in  which  Ave  all  acknoAvledge  a 
degree  of  exaggeration),  it  must  be  of  some  interest  to 
other  farmers  to  trace  the  course  that  has  led  to  such 
results.  In  revioAving  the  various  chapters  it  Avill  be 
observed  that  one  central  idea  of  unlimited  association 
has  been  tlie  leading  intluence. 

The  book  Avill  contain  an  Appendix,  Avhich  avc  belicA^e 
Avill  add  to  its  interest  and  value.  Ideteorological  Pheno- 
mena, carefully  observed  by  Henry  C.  HalloAvell  and 
Allan  Parquhar,  for  many  years,  exhibit  the  Aveather  of 
this  region — and  all  take  an  interest  in  the  weather, 

I could  not  close  this  preface  Avithout  acknowledging 
the  benefit  Avhich  the  Annals  have  received  from  the 
assistance  of  tAVO  Friends,  lladassah  J.  Moore  and  Mary 
li.  Thomas. 

AVAr.  II.  Fakquhak. 
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It  must  be  a natural  conclusion  of  every  one  wlio  com- 
mences to  read  ‘‘The  xVnnals  of  a People  for  Twenty  Years," 
that  such  a people,  if  worthy  of  these  records,  must  Iiave 
possessed  something  in  the  cliaractcr  of  a previous  hisforu. 
In  point  of  hict  the  (so-called)  historian,  who  lirst  ac- 
ce|)ted  the  name,  as  a mock-title  of  dignity,  liad  math- 
careful  researciies  into  the  facts  relating  to  the  early 
history  of  “ Sandy  Spring  Xeighborhood,’’  several  years  be- 
••Tirethe  Lyceum  Company  insriiuted  the  annual  records  oi' 
which  the  following  chapters  consist.  In  tlie  year  l-S'K) 
a lecture  was  delivered  by  him  at  the  Lyceum,  as  the 
result  of  those  researches;  many  of  the  historical  inci- 
dents being  obtained  from  aged  persons  then  alive,  as  well 
fro»n  all  the  books  in  his  reach  relating  to  the  subject. 
'What  follows  now  will  be 

The  E.vuly  I1istoi;y  op  Sandy  SruiNfi, 

In  order  iha.t  its  ])ositioii  may  be  rightly  understood  it 
is  necessary  to  remind  the  present  reader  that  it  wees 
addressed  to  the  same  Lyceum  Company  whicli  listene'd 
to  the  various  cha})ters  that  follow. 

At  the  comnnmeenumt  of  this  liistory  it  is  ]vro])cr  to 
lix  some  delinite  ideas  in  regard  to  the  region  of  the 
Country  wliich  is  inclmled  under  tin*  name  ‘'mhn’dy 
bpring.’''  TliC  most  distinguisiied  writers  tel)  us  there 
liave  always  been  certain  “centres  of  settlement"  for  ak 
the  ]>rineipal  nations.  Humboldt  speaks  of  “ the  centra! 
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racliaiit  points’'  as  being  of  the  highest  importance  first 
to  nnclei-stancl. 

Xow  where  is  our  Central  Itadiant  Coint?  In  order 
to  begin  at  tl-e  foiinta^n-head,  both  Jitmadly  and  tigm;- 
atively,  T made  a pilgrimage  to  the  Spring  from  whicli 
oiir  neigliboi'hood  receives  its  name.  A fraction  of  a mile 
south  of  the  l/vcenm  and  of  our  ^Meeting  House,  tiie 
waters  how  oat  of  the  eartli.  I cannot  say  of  tlmm  what 
AVhitiier  tells  u.s  in  describing  the  sources  of  the  Saco 
river,  among  the  AVhite  Hills  of  Xew  Hampshire,  that 

“ There,  in  wild  and  virgin  fro.slmess,  its  waters  foam  aiid  flow, 

As  wlicii  vSimwdeu  first  beh.eld  thorn,  near  two  liiindrcd  years  ago.” 

Indeed,  the  ])]ace  is  very  much  changed  since  then. 
Xo  longer  does  tlie  water  bubble  np  tbrongli  the  wlute 
s(/nd  that  gave  tlie  spring  its  name,  so  famous  oticc 
that  the  neighbors  setit  to  it,  some  distance  round,  on 
account  of  its  ])eeiilinr  seouring  and  polisliing  excellence. 
'Where  the  red  Lidian  sto]»ped  to  drink,  unfastening  tlie 
wild  beast's  skin  irom  liis  swarthy  neck;  where  the  white 
man  chasing  the  deer,  tlie  wolf  and  the  bear,  first  parted 
the  tangled  wild  wood  tliat  clustered  thick  over  the  deal*, 
refrcsliing  fountain,  we  now  see  only  the  plain,  ordinary 
spring  of  onr  common  fields.  Wagon  loads  of  stone, 
together  with,  alluvial  de};o-its  of  other  soil,  liavo  almost 
covered  the  large  original  liasin,  and  the  white  sand  of 
the  original  Sandy  Si'ilng  exi.sts  only  in  liistory. 

It  is  a singular  fact  that  the  name  of  onr  neighbor- 
hood, tliiis  deri^ed,  bus  caused  among  strangers  a double 
decor>rion.  On  hearing  it  tlioy  imngiTv.'  (giving  liic 
latter  juirt  of  the  name  a jilural  u rminatien)  tliat  wc 
have  lierc  a regular  watering  jdace, — an  honor  to  whicli 
we  by  no  means  aspire.  On  the  other  hand,  the  agri- 
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cultunil  traveller  expects  to  iind  a lifjht,  sandy  soil — the 
very  opposite  of  that  which  the  condition  of  our  winter 
roads  soon  makes  a])parent. 

Tliose  who  discovered  and  named  our  spring  had  no 
such  cjuizzical  intentions ; and  it  is  the  sincere,  earnest 
and  s})ecial  desire  of  the  inhabitants  that  the  letters  ad- 
dressed to  our  postofTice  shall  omit  the  final  S,  so  ofieii 
improperly  used. 

It  is  a circumstance  much  to  be  regretted  that  tlie 
name  of  the  first  discoverer  of  this  particular  region  ha.s 
not  been  found  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

Jt  appears  from  the  earliest  I^and  Records,  that  tlie 
first  settlements  were  made  soon  after  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century.  The  tract  taken  up  under  the  name  of 
“Snov.'den’s  3Ianor,”  which  is  now  in  possession  of  our 
friends,  the  Thomases  and  Stablcrs,  was  dated  in  171o; 
“Beall’s  ^[anor,”  adjoining  it  on  the  south,  live  years 
later.  The  “ Charles  and  Benjamin,”  a tract  of  land  lie- 
ginning  at  a point  not  far  from  Ilawliiigs  river,  and  ex- 
tending in  a V'U-y  meandering  direction,  nearly  through 
the  heart  of  the  neighborhood  (as  was  nufortiinat-dy  loo 
much  the  old  fashion  of  taking  up  fresh  laud),  bears  ilm 
date  ITIS.  In  and  among  and  around  several  of  these 
tracts,  an  independent  grant  of  near  2000  acres  was  ma*h* 
to'  iUajor  John  Bradford,  the  lOtli  day  of  August,  lllO, 
and  called  Charley  Forrest,”  which  must  certainly  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  chief  ‘-centres  of  settlement.” 

From  this  evidence  we  find  very  nearly  the  exact  ])erioil 
when  the  vild  lands  of  this  region  were  conveyed  by 
the  J.m'd  Proprietor  of  Id'aryland  to  the  first  regular 
settlers.  * Ao  doubt  the  ro^ing  liunter,  always  })iencrr  in 
exjdoring  new  countries,  lead  ini])ressed  ‘‘the  white  man  s 
tread”  as  early  as  the  latter  half  of  the  ITtli  century,  ar 
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full  200  yefirs  np;o.  What  did  lie  find  liere,  and  what  was 
the  spectacdc  thao  met  liis  eye?  An  nnbrohen  forest 
covered  the  whole  regiori,  except  in  a few  spots  where  the 
wigwams  of  the  native  Indian  showed  around  them  little 
patclies  of  coni  and  tobacco,  so  few  and  far  between  as 
scarce  to  break  the  face  of  the  primeval  wilderness.  A 
fact  sliowing  that  tlio  forest  of  these  days  was  not,  like 
ours,  filled  with  shrubby  undergrowth,  was  brought  to 
my  knowledge  in  riding  with  John  M.  Sandidge,  himself 
a pioneer  settler  of  the  forests  in  the  Sontliwest.  lie 
ventured  to  assure  me  that  any  of  tlio  old-time  settlers 
would  confirm  the  statement.  Going  on  to  “Brooke 
Grove  ’’  Ave  proposed  to  the  venerable  Boger  Brooke  (then 
past  80  years  of  ago),  the  opinion  expressed  by  i\lr. 
^Sandidge.  The  old  gentleman  said  at  once  that  he  was 
right,  and  related  an  incident  that  happened  at  a very 
earlv  period.  “'A  horse  laid  got  louse  some  miles  np  in 
the  country  and  made  his  way  dov/ii  tliroiigh  the  dense 
forest.  His  owner  Avas  able  to  folloAv  his  course  by  the 
distinct  tracks  left  Avhere  the  horse’s  feet  AA'cre  placed. 
This  could  not  he  readily  done  noAv.’’ 

■ It  appears  rpiite  cerlaiii  that  the  Indians  could  never 
lii\A'e  existed  here  in  any  consideraUe  numbers,  from  tlio 
circuimtance  that  no  buikil  ])lace  contaiiiiug  their  re- 
mains, so  hir  as  1 am  alile  to  learn,  has  been  discoA'cred 
hereabout.  And  tliis  is  one  of  the  monuments  Avhieh 
perishing  mortality  is  sure  to  leave  beliind  it,  wlicre  has 
been  even  a moderate  i)0})iilation.  The  absence  of  graves, 
and  scarcitv  of  other  renndns,  go  to  retleem  our  fore- 
fitiiers  frmn  any  large  shar"'  in  the  extermination  of  that 
doomed  j'eo]>le.  Arrow-heads,  Avitli  a few  rude  attciii])ts 
at  tlie  manufacture  of  culluary  uiensils,  are  occasionally 
picked  up  still  in  our  fields. 


Odj 

■ 

•,'s  5 

■‘ii.  ■ I 

..0  1 

: •,(  I 

J 

\ 

i 


• ' ' f 


INTRODUCTIOX. 


XV 11 


Next  we  come  to  tlie  wild  animals  that  abode  in  tlicse 
forests.  The  bear,  the  ])aiither,  the  wolf,  the  deer,  and 
some  others  long  extinct,  sliared  the  woods  wiiii  the 
linman  inhabitants  scarce  le^sn-iid  tlian  they.  Evidences 
of  tlieir  existence  are  found  in  the  mimes  given  to  tlie 
tracts  of  land  tahen  up  by  the  first  settlers  of  our  country. 
Such  designations  contained  in  the  original  jiatents  as 
“ Hear  Den,’’  “ Bear  Garden,*'  Deer  rark,”  ‘‘AVolf  Den,*’ 
and  others  of  similar  significaiion  are  quite  numerous; 
wliilo  ‘‘Bear  Bacon,”  one  of  the  \oyy  ancient  ]>atents, 
lying  on  the  Laurel  road,  about  Spencerville,  serves  as  a 
])lain  indication  of  the  nse  often  made  of  these  wild 
tenants  of  the  forest. 

Into  this  waste  and  wilderness,  bearing  scarce  any  im- 
press but  from  Xature's  hand,  rolled  slowly  and  gradually, 
from  the  southeast,  the  tide  of  immigration.  The  region 
of  our  State  lying  toward  the  mouth  of  tlic  Potomac  re- 
ceived its  first  European  settlers  in  the  year  1G31.  The 
companions  of  Cecil  ins  Calvert,  a brother  of  Lord 
Baltimore,  came  over  in  two  small  vessels,  hearing  the 
auspicious  names  of  “Tlie  Ark'**  and  “The  Dove*’:  Ark 
of  refuge— Dove  of  ])eace.  Tlie  liberal  policy  of  tliose 
Catholic  founders  of  Maryland,  securing  to  all  who  came 
that  rare  boon  in  those  benighted  ;rges — religious  loleratiem 
to  all  sects — attracted  a mingled  crowd  of  emigrants  from 
many  lands.  The  lower  counties  were  frst  ]iariiaPy 
t'CCiqiied  ; and  it  rerinired  abaul  three-fourths  of  a century 
for  the  tide  of  immigration,  passing  successively  tlimugh, 
and  instituting  frst  St.  iMary*s,  tlien  diaries,  tlieii 
I’rince  (Jeorgo's,  at  hmgvh  reaching  our  herders.  In 
1748  wliat  is  now  kioiitgomcry  was  made  }ari 
Erederick  county,  continuing  so  till  177G.  The  n-ut  * 
can  be  traced  by  the  dates  of  tlie  Land  Ikitents  along  the 
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line  of  tlie  Laurel  Jioad.  The  tract  of  “ J3ear  Bacon,” 
befor-e  inentioricd,  at  or  near  Spencerville,  is  of  1703,  while 
those  lying  fartlier  east  were  still  earlier . Snowdeir  s i\lanor, 
on  this  side,  is  only  t'.velve  years  younger,  which  shovrs  liow 
slowly  tiie  settlement  progressed  westward.  It  appears 
that  emigration  taking  this  direction  was  determined  by 
an  old  Indian  trail,  used  now  as  the  bed  of  the  road  ; and 
the  coincidence  is  not  uninteresting,  as  the  same  road 
which  formed  the  avenue  of  approach  for  the  earliest 
settlement  of  this  neighborhood,  after  lying  many  years 
abnost  unused,  lias  become  in  these  times  the  way  by 
which  we  communicate  tlaily  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Our  best  conveyance  is  still  by  stage  ; but  great  hopes  are 
entertained  of  seeing  tlie  car  moviiig  with  lively  speed 
along  that  same  road,  albeit  tlie  narrow  gauge  ” be  the 
means. 

It  is  time  now  to  sIioav  that  the  true  fathers  of  ‘‘  Sandy 
Spring  Xeigliborliood  ''  tvere  not  tlie  lirst  settlers,  hteither 
Major  Bradford,  nor  the  Bicluirdsons,  nor  Charles  Beall, 
nor  Benjamin  Berry,  had  much  to  do  witli  laying  the 
foundation.  It  tvas  left  to  anotlier  band,  immediately 
following,  to  form  the  institution',  to  impress  the  char- 
acter and  allix  the  name.  Drawn  to  hlaryland  by  the  re- 
ligious toleration  denied  them  in  the  old  world,  ‘-'the 
Friends,”  or  Beo})lo  called  Clu-^l^'crs,”  appeared  in  this 
colony  in  consideral.ilc  numbers  at  ([uite  an  early  jieriod. 
In  1G?2  George  J'’ox  himself'camo  over;  and  (borrowing 
now  from  tlie  work  of  Lackland  Davis)  ‘^]'rocccded  on  his 
mission.  Being  a true  reformer,  a man  of  rude  but 
powerful  elorpumC'-,  h.is  fame  luul  pvoce<l.jd  liiiu.  Travel- 
ling wltli  au  energy  alnui^t  incredible  over  various 
parts  of  tiic  coniiiieiit,  tlirougli  forests  and  thickets, 
through  deep  marslics  aud  ' dangerous  bogs — crossing 
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rivers  and  bays  in  canoes  and  sleeping  in  the  open  woods  : 
})reacliing  at  the  clifis  of  the  I’atiixcnt  and  upon  (die 
banks  of  the  Severn,  upon  tlie  Choptank  and  elsewhere 
to  Indians  and  crowds  of  colonists  ; speaking  before  abor- 
iginal kings  and  leading  emigrants  from  the  Old  AVorld ; 
giving  utterance  to  the  Spirit  in  words  of  fire,  and  with  all 
tlie  power  of  an  Apostle — no  wonder  he  promoted  tlie 
growth  of  a denomination  wdiich  soon  absorbed  a numbrr 
of  the  most  distinguished  families  of  the  Province.’'  And 
so  it  is  that  George  though  never  here  in  ]'erson, 
was  the  founder  of  Sandy  S])ring  ! 

Tlie  ITiends,  who  had  been  fortified  by  the  harsh,  but 
strengthening  hand  of  persecution  in  the  Old  World,  mud 
fitted  to  bear  the  hardships  of  the  ISTew,  a}>peared  at  this 
place  in  sufficient  numbers  to  organize  a meeting  a wliile 
before  (he  middle  of  the  last  century.  In  the  minutes  of 
an  ancient  monthly  meeting  held  at  tin  Clifis  and  Herring 
Creek  is  contained  tlie  first  mention  that  I liave  seen  of 
the  “ Meeting  at  Sandy  S]wing,”  ]>rcsonting  its  report  to 
tlie  hnaner  meeting  on  the  2rth  of  the  7th  month,  J 
The  first  members  composing  the  meeting  appear  to  have 
belonged  to  the  families  of  the  Prookes,  the  Thomases 
and  Snowdens.  It  was  in  that  liichard  Snowd*  n 

conveyed  500  acres,  part  ofliis  iManor,  to  Philip  Thomas. 
It  is  stated  on  tlie  Genealogical  Tree  of  the  Proolce 
family- — a complete  and  beautiful  picture  recentb,  pro- 
duced by  tlie  delicate  labors  of  iMary  C.  Prooke  of  Avon — 
that  James  Prookc  settled  at  “ Cliarley  Porrest”  in  1 i 
and  founded  in  our  county  the  well-known  family  of 
name.  He  wa."’  a d,esr-.-udant  uf  one  jh^h'/ri  n ' 

had  emigrated  from  England  in  1050  to  St.  klary's  cuiin';, 
bringing  with  liim  a hmge  family  and  a namerous  hand  <*i 
retainers.  The  Prooke  family,  like  the  Calverts,  wie 
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I originally  Catholics;  but  ancestor  James  iiad  left  the 
ancient  faitli  for  the  simple  tenets  of  the  Quaker;  being 
induced  thereto  (as  is  believed)  by  that  inlluence  which 
converted  so  majiy  heathen  kings  to  Christianity — namely, 
the  gentle  power  of  woman’s  faith  and  love.  Tie  married 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Richard  Snowden,  in  the  year  17J5, 
j and  ‘‘  went  to  housekeeping  ” soon  afterward ; as  stands 

j recorded  in  his  own  Ijandwriting  in  a little  ancient  book 

I belonging  to  the  Rrooke  family.  Thus  settled  comfortably 

1 at  Cliarley  I^orrest,”  James  Brooke  continued  making 

I large  accpiisitious  of  land  property,  securing  necir  20,000 

j acres  in  one  tract,  whicli  be  called  “Addition  to  Brooke 

• Grove.”  Tliis  patent  readies  from  tlie  beginning,  a high 

stone  still  standing  in  Samuel  Thliott’s  lane,  to  Seneca 
Creek,  distant  some  ten  or  twelve  miles. 

The  Rriends  Meeting  being  thus  organized  principally 
by  the.  Brooke  and  Tliomas  families,  to  which  were  joined 
other  symjiathizing  friends,  these  energetic  colonists  ])ro- 
ceeded  with  the  serious  husine-s  of  subduing  the  wilder- 
ness. They  cleared  the  foi'esi,  iplantcd  corn  and  tobacco, 
and  built  comfortable  dwellings.  It  was  said  by  William 
Darby,  the  liigbest  geograpliical  authority  ever  domiciled 
among  us,  that  when  the  house,  still  standing  on  “ Cliarlcy 
Forres  t”(t  hough  considerably  altered  now)  was  iirst  erected, 
it  was  the  only  framed  hiiilding  between  liere  and  Canada, 
on  this  meridian.  Another  logeinl  (perhaps  as  doubtful) 
V-  relates  to  tlie  brick  house  of  Rhilip  'Tdiomas — now  the 
dwelling  of  William  Jolin  tniomas — which  declared  to 

l:ave  luid  the  bricks  brought  from  Jenglaud.  It  is  certain 
tiuit  tlu'  buileiuL;’ of  tin'  rirLTesr  unmlM.u*  of  th'T  siibstam- 
lial  sort  of  bouses  v.  ithiu  b-andy  bjuung  is  due  to  Ihe 
Thomas  family. 

Among  these  pioneers  a more  exciting  occupation  was 
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found  in  hunting  tlio  Avild  boasts:  and  many  a sovero  con- 
11  iot  was  required  before  their  farms  were  cleared  of  th(?se 
iierce  enemies.  The  wolf  and  the  l^ear  ate  their  young 
swine  and  lambs;  and  the  panther  made  the  lonely  paths 
througdi  the  woods  perilous  to  tliem  and  their  children.* 
The  story  was  told  mo  of  an  animated  conflict  which 
took  place  between  old  James  Ih’ooke  and  a panther,  that 
lias  still  a lively  interest.  A war  was  then  prevailing 
(it  must  have  been  ihe  French  War  of  1755),  which  had 
]>roduced  a scarcity  of  ammunition  among  the  setllens. 
'idle  oft-mentioned  J.  Ik  was  out  huniiiig  with  six  dogs, 
when  he  came,  in  the  deep  recesses  of  a forest,  upon  a huge 
specimen  of  this  iNorth  xVmerican  tiger.  The  ferocious 
]>easi  attacked  the  dogs,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 
they  were  laid  out,  with  his  enormous  paAvs,  spraAvli?ig  on 
every  side.  At  this  juncture  the  old  man  came  up  and 
fired,  but  ineffectually,  on  the  enraged  animal,  Avhich  imw 
turned  upon  him.  He  endeavored  rapidly  to  reloaal,  hui 
found  he  had  shot  away  his  last  bullet.  The  situation 
was  a serious  one,  but  the  men  of  those  days  Avere  trained 
for  all  such  emergencies.  Cutting  off  one  of  the  na.ual 
buttons  of  his  coat,  Ite  dropped  it  doAvn  tlie  capa.cinus 
mouth,  of  his  old  musket  and  bla;:cd  away  at  the  jninthcr, 
striking  him  right  betAveen  tho.:e  cruel  eyes  and  putiing 
an  end  to  the  beast.  (I  fancy  there  Avas  no  scolding  at 
home  that  cA'cning  from  his  Deborah  on  account  of  t];e 
How  different  is  a nccturnal  v.alk 

* The  curious  reader  wiio  had  examined  Schari’s  “History  of 
Western  Mai-ylaud miyhi  Vo  stviu-k  with  tiio  coinoidence  l--Lw...  a 
coliiniiis  ot  tiun  Wuik,  I'uye  771-0,  aa^l  ihe  a^ove  r-_o;:a’s  .n.  : 
otiiers  that  IHlow.  Tim  litter  was  coik-ciod  by  me,  and  Innu’-li:  I 
l>y  request  to  3Ir.  Sehai  f's  agent ; tin’s  was  all  rigid — but.  {v-lnj 
it  would  have  been  as  well  to  acknowledge  tlic  Loiirce.  W.  If.  f . 
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througli  our  woods  now,  from  what  it  was  in  those  days! 
Many  stories  are  neated,  some  quite  humorous  and  others 
very  frightful,  of  adyeutures  witli  wolves,  bears,  and 
panthers.  The  following  maybe  depended  upon,  coming 
down  as  it  does  tliroiigh  such  channels.  A carpenter, 
who  had  been  at  work  through  the  day  at  the  first  attempt 
to  build  a house  in  tlie  village  of  Brookeville,  was  making 
his  way  to  liis  own  hut  in  a dark  night  though  the  dense 
forest.  Suddenly  he  was  startled  at  the  sight  of  tvro 
shining  eyes  in  tlie  ])atli  before  him.  He  had  no  gun, 
but  the  axe  was  in  his  hand;  lifting  it  he  ilung  it  with  all 
his  force  at  the  horrid  object,  and  then  ran  with  all  his 
might.  On  the  fullowing  morning  the  axe  was  found 
stuck  fast  in  the  cloven  skull  of  a young  panther. 

Tracks  in  the  snow  were  insjiected  in  those  days  with 
painful  interest  by  the  children  ; thus  learning  the  value 
of  an  art  now  too  much  neglected — tlie  grand  art  of 
observation. 

Then,  the  most  valiuible  of  all  animals,  without  ex- 
ception, was  the  sagacious  and  faithful  dog.  Without  his 
cflicieiit  services  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to 
subdue  and  settle  the  wiiderne.^s.  No  wonder  he  is  still 
held  in  such  esteem,  especially  by  the  descendants  of  the  old 
pioneers,  if  only  for  the  good  he  has  done.  Yet  it  does  seem, 
in  the  progress  of  clvilizaiioii,  that  some  of  the  very  things 
most  essential  at  the  begdiming  became  wholly  unneccs- 
saiy,  and  to  be  regarded  as — an  ornmtvrnf  or — a nuisance. 
Strange,  but  true!  Well,  tiiey  say  “every  dog  has  his 
day.^’  ]May  not  the  same  be  said  of  the  gun,  at  least 
of  the  pisfol?—i\n  iiidtrument  invented  in  evil  ing'^'niii'y, 
used  only  in  iiarbarism,  and  now  in  wiek-.. dness — pn’Operly 
to  be  banished  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

At  length  the  wild  beasts  disappeared  before  the  hunter 
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his  ilog  and  gun.  The  last  bear  shot  in  this  ncigli- 
borliood  ^vas  brought  down  from  the  forks  of  a chestjiut 
tree,  a little  way  north  of  ‘‘Sharon’’;  thisw'asin  17S0.  The 
wolf  and  deer  Vv’ere  exterminated  a short  time  afterwjird. 

'J'heir  first  severe  hardship  pasi,  the  early  settlers,  whom 
I havG  partially  desciibcd,  began  evidently  to  prosper  in 
their  agricnltnial  pursuits,  cliiefly  by  the  culture  of  the 
great  staple,  tobacco.  So  profitable  was  the  cultivation 
of  their  precious  weed,  that  in  the  fear  of  seeing  more 
essential  cro])3  neglected,  the  J.cgislative  Assembly  inter- 
])Osed  with  a law  rerpiiring  every  planter  to  put  in  two 
acres  of  corn  for  each  member  of  the  family  engaged  in 
working  tobacco.  The  fact  is  mentioned  that  liichard 
Snowden  had  tobacco  houses  standing  in  a row  on  one 
tract  of  land. 

Althongl)  })i'osperous  in  their  affairs,  the  forefatliers  of 
onr  neighborhood  maintained  great  simpliciiy  in  manners, 
food  and  costinne;  having  gi\  at  contempt  at  tlic  intro- 
duction of  what  they  regarded  as  luxuries,  of  wliich  some 
arv*  now  considered.,  necessaries  of  life.  An  instaneo  of 
(ins  sirnjilieity  is  shown  in  the  iact,  tliat  there  was  for  a 
tiiiie,  indeed  for  c[nite  a iinmber  of  years,  onhj  one  pair  of 
loots  in  the  set! leme’it.  This  rare  article  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  head  of  the  Thomas  family  ; and  was  loaned 
out,  in  tlic  true  spirit  of  the  olden  time,  to  any  of  tlio 
neighbors  about  to  undertake  the  serious  enterprise  of  a 
journey  to  Annapolis  I It  is  also  well  establislicd  that  a 
single  great-coat  served  the  jmrposes  of  the  comiminity  on 
similar  occasions.  Another  incident,  coming  from  an 
ainhentic  source,  gives  a strong  impression  of  dio  tough- 
ness and  liardihood  of  l)ody  possessed  by  thc:C  old 
arclis.  k'or  a number  of  years  tliey  had  no  fire  in  the 
Meeting  House:  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  zeal  ke]d  ihem 
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warm  even  in  winter.  At  length  some  efheient  members 
prevailed  in  getting  a stove  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
house.  Great  op})Osition  had  been  manifested ; and  one 
of  the  hardy  elders,  detei'iniued  to  show  liis  indifference, 
on  entering  the  meeting  pulled  off  ids  coat  at  tlie  door 
and  Hung  it  on  the  stove.  It  liappened  to  be  moderate 
weather  and  no  fire  was  kindled  on  that  day,  so  nothing 
remarkable  occurred;  hut  the  next  time  he  came  the 
weather  was  colder  and  a lire  was  kindled  in  the  stove. 
Determined  to  set  a proj^er  example  to  tlie  weakly  ones, 
the  good  man  walked  firmly  up  the  aisle,  and  exclaiming 
‘‘Ob,  the  dumb  idol  I''  lie  again  threw  his  coat  across  the 
stove,  and  took  his  place  in  the  gallery.  A sliglit  com- 
motion was  roused  among  the  younger  members  (very 
slight,  for  the  boys  were  order  itself  in  those  days). 
Surprised  at  so  extraordinary  a inaniresfation  he  lifted  liis 
eyes  and  Itelield  his  outer  garment  enveloped  in  smoke 
from  its  own  substance.  Aftxr  this  lie  never  mentioned 
tlie  “dumb  idol’'  again.  Connecting  this  incident  with 
the  rule  in  those  days  relating  to  bed-covei's- — to  make 
use  of  OHQ  hlankcf  only  uidil  Christmas,  and  never  more 
than  two  afterwards — we  can  form  an  idea  of  the  degree 
of  bodily  hardiness  ]»0£sessed  by  the  early  settlers — so 
different  from  tlie  jire.'i'iit  customs. 

Thus  lived  and  liourislh-d  in  peaec  and  grooving  ]>lenly 
the  “rugged  forefalliers  of  tlie  hamlet,'’  when  that  great 
event  occurred  whii-ii  y»ut  a new  face  oji  tlie  history  of  the 
world,  extending  its  inriuence  to  the  dwellers  in  ihc 
“backwoods”  of  Sandy  Stuung.  1 refer,  of  course,  t() 
tlie  American  Kevo|*i{i(>n.  The  Friemls,  by  profession 
and  }iractieo,  were  nr  n of  } ace.  (!  .. ing  to  licit  luve  of 
establi:'}ied  ojaler,  united  lu  a dreavl  of  innovation,  which 
has  over  rendered  tlumi  the  most  conservative  of  sects,  the 
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Friends  in  generaJ  took  no  active  part  in  the  great  contest. 
►Some  exceptions  there  were.  One  of  the  Brooke  family 
joined  the  army  and  became  a coloiiel,  for  which  and 
some  otlicr  breaches  of  the  peaceful  customs  of  liis  jieople 
lie  was  condciuned  (according  to  the  superstitions  of  the 
times)  still  to  make  nightly  visits  up  and  doAvn  the  stairs 
of  the  fair  mansion  on  the  hill,  built  by  him  and  claimed 
as  his  own.  Clourage  and  fortitude  of  another  sort  were 
maidfested  in  those  ‘‘times  that  tried  meids  souls,’’  by 
Fvan  Thomas,  whose  son  Phili])  E.  lias  been  called  the 
father  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Pailroad.  This  excel- 
lent man  resided  in  the  old  brick  liousc  near  Colesville, 
and  attended  regularly  the  Sandy  Spring  fleeting,  of 
wliieh  he  was  a solid  and  faithful  minister.  Born  in 
tliis  county  in  173S,  he  made  numerous  friends  and  ac- 
(juaintances  as  he  grew  up,  and  entered  freely  into  social 
circles.  AVhen  the  troubles  of  the  Pevolution  came  on  he 
joined  tl.ie  ])atriots,  and  was  elected  a member  of  the  Con- 
vention at  Annapolis,  tl’liough  fully  impressed  with  the 
truth  of  Friends'  {)rinci}>les,  he  at  first  saw  nothing  in- 
('"iudsfont  with  them  in  the  bold  “Declaration  of  the 
Bights  of  the  Peo}>lc''  that  emanated  from  the  Convention. 
‘‘The  inie  (Buiker,”  Bancroft  says,  “is  always  a brave 
man,  and  a true  Pepublican.”  Evan  Thomas  was  re- 
eleutcd;  but  the  conviction  was  soon  forced  upon  his 
mind  that  those  ])atriotic  resolutions  meant  wa.r.  lb/ 
turned  away  from  llie  path  into  wdiich  events  were  hur- 
rying him,  and  came  back  to  the  strait  and  narrow  path 
of  his  convictions  of  truth.  A thorny  way  it  pro\ed  to 
him  : for  yoars  to  emne  he  had  to  .«u!ier  sevei’ely  in  per'-'m 
and  goods,  jnr  ConsoietiCe  .'^ake.  By  (me  of  the  into!’  ismt 
laws  of  the  period  no  person  was  al]owo(.1  to  ]nvaeh  unh'S 
duly  allowed  by  secular  authority.  But  Idvau  3'homu.'^  s 
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varrant  to  prcacli  came  from  a higlier  l^oAvcr,  and  he  was 
careful  to  obey  only  its  beliests.  Oftentimes  he  was  forcibly 
dragged  from  the  gallery  when  he  stood  np  to  speak;  Ije 
was  fined  and  imprisoned ; but  on  the  next  meeting-day 
after  his  release  lie  was  there  again,  pleading  for  heaven's 
mercy  to  his  opjiressors. 

The  persecutions  ceased  with  the  war.  A fair  share  of 
worldly  success  was  the  reward  of  his  faithfulness  to 
principle;  and  he  was  enabled  to  rear  a prosperous  family, 
whoso  education  was  duly  attended  to,  and  who  gained 
highly  respectable  positions  in  life.  I have  dwelt  the 
longer  upon  this  individual  biogra])hy  because  it  is  of 
represenfaUvG  character ; a type  of  the  sort  of  moral 
strength  requisite  to  carry  a community  safely  over  difll- 
culties,  and  to  build  iqi  durable  individual  characters. 
iMany  other  worthies,  as  well  among  the  women  as  the 
men  of  Sandy  S]»ring  in  those  early  times,  might  be 
described  as  progenitors  of  the  bone  and  sinew,  brain  and 
heart,  that  aided  to  give  the  neighborhood  the  reputation 
and  influence  which  it  acquired;  but  now  we  pass  on 
down  the  stream  of  time. 

It  is  here  requisite  to  relate  a grand  historical  event, 
which  has  exercised  so  ciheient  an  iufuence  over  the 
character  and  fortunes  of  the  ]>eoplo  of  Sand}"  St>ring 
that  no  faithful  narrator  could  fail  to  give  it  due  place. 

A little  while  bid'ore  the  commencement  of  the  liovo- 
lutionary  War,  about  the  year  ITT'f,  ‘‘the  Yearly  l^[ecti  ng 
of  bh'iends  in  Baltimore,'’  (T  quote  tlie  words  of  the 
ancient  minutes)  ‘T’ecommended  to  the  subordinate  Quart- 
erly -Meetings  to  Iceei)  under  the  weight  of  a concern  which 
iiad  arisen  in  the  society  s<»m<-  lim.eago,  in  regard  to  mem- 
bers holding  slaves."  Tlie  fullowing  year  a commitTcc 
re]»orted  that  ‘‘some  a]*pear  concerned  to  discharge  their 
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sliivos;  clivers  are  convinced  of  the  injustice  of  the  practice, 
vhile  too  many  make  excuses,'’  &c.  It  is  evident  that 
great  tenderness,  patience  and  deliberation  marked  Qwvy 
slop  taken  by  our  society  in  this  weighty  matter.  Time 
v'as  atforded  to  all  to  examine  the  subject  for  themselves. 
Xo  outside  pressure  vas  employed.  Appeal  was  made 
only  to  the  sense  of  right  in  the  minds  of  those  immedi- 
ately concerned.  At  length  the  society,  impressed  by 
tlieir  own  convictions,  took  up  ‘Alie  testimony  against 
slasery,*’  amt  held  it  ever  since.  Under  its  0})eration 
large  families  of  slaves  were  discharged  from  com]uilsi>ry 
service,  who  became-  the  progenitors  of  the  useful,  and 
comparatively  prosperous  “free-colored  working  people’’ 
of  tlie  neighborhood.  Lives  there  a man  wlio  would 
deny  that  a blessing  rested  on  us  for  tins  sacrifice  made 
by  our  forefathers,  in  compliance  with  this  call  of  diilyy 
In  the  life  of  noigliborhoods,  as  well  as  of  individuals 
and  nations,  there  arc  eras  or  stages  that  mark  tliAr 
j>rogivss.  I note  liiree  sucli  periods  in  the  liistory  of  <>ur 
cummunity.  ddie  lirst  period  includes  the  settlement  of 
tim  conntiy,  and  the  formation  of  the  institutions  wlda-h 
^\el•e  to  mould  and  stamp  its  future  condition  and  ciiar- 
acU-r.  Without  atfecting  any  close  ])recision  of  datfS, 
thai  first  })ortion  may  be  said  to  extend  nearly  to  the  clo.-e 
of  the  third  quarter  of  the  last  century:  this  would  in- 
clude a period  of  about  fifty  years,  bringing  us  up  to  the 
esbddishment  of  free  labor.  To  this  succeeded  a ]vi  iod 
of  coni});irative  quiet,  which,  toward  the  latter  portion  or 
second  era,  threatened  to  become  st-ignation. 

'file  cultivation  of  tobacco,  wliich  fiinned  the  cldi  f 
v.--;ikn  of  the  early  soM  bu's,  grew  to  be  uninvlltabK-.  'Ki. 
Soil,  lasting  as  it  does  on  the  solid  foundation  ol’  tiu- 
inlmitive  rocks,  was  soon  exhausted  of  some  esseiiUai 
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constituents  upon  whidi  tliat  odious  weed  draws  so 
largely.  Agriculture  began  to  languish ; old  fields, 
abandoned  to  broom  sedge,  became  tlie  most  striking 
feature  of  the  rural  landscape;  and  tliis  to  an  extent 
that  our  young  farmers  can  imw  scarcely  realize.  Toward 
the  end  of  this  second  period,  and  for  the  first  and  last 
time,  a small  emigration  to  the  West  began  to  exhibit 
itself.  Yet  it  does  not  seem  that  our  people  v.'ere  seriously 
retrograding.  There  were  at  least  two  enterprises  belong- 
ing to  the  quiet  period  which  serve  to  redeem  it  from 
stagnation.  One  of  these  enterprises  was  the  building  in 
1817  of  our  large  brick  Meeting  House.  The  erection 
of  so  expensive  a building  (it  being,  when  I took  the 
census  in  1850,  tbe  largest  religious  structure  in  the 
county),  manifested  th*‘  existence  of  the  old  spirit  in  our 
people,  assisted,  hi)wever,  from  alu-oad.  It  is  told  lliat 
Philip  E.  Thomas,  son  (>f  Kvar.,  as  before  mentioned,  con- 
tributed iJoOO  toward  tlie  valuable  improvement. 

The  second  historical  event  was  the  location  here  of 
the  Fail'  Hill  Boarding  8choob  a year  or  two  after  the 
Meeting  House  was  buiit.  The  selection  of  this  neigh- 
borhood by  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Baltimore  as  its  edu- 
cational centre,  may  fairly  be  regarded  an  indication  of 
the  character  for  intelligence  which  S.indy  t'pring  had 
acquired.  Schools  have  never  been  neglected  by  the 
Society  of  Friends.  From  an  early  period  useful  learn- 
ing’^ was  inscrilH'd  on  their  book  of  discipline  as  one  of 
their  religious  obligations.  And  so  tlu?  ntUiralion  of  Ihe 
mind  was  still  persovei’ed  in,  afier  tbe  time  came  when  the 
culture  of  the  rail  vicMed  meagre  results.  The  price  of 
land,  once  much  iidlaiuJ.,  icU  <;if  heavil}'.  reaching  its 
lowest  ]>oint  ai>out  1855,  when  ihe  second  era  or  i>criod  of 
our  neighborhood's  liistory  may  be  said  to  close.  A farm 
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in  llie  central  part  sold  for  §6,  and  one  at  the  eastern  edge 
for  f *2.05,  per  acre. 

It  teas  time  for  a reviyal:  and  it  came.  The  third 
])criod  then  began.  A way  must  be  found  to  improve 
tlie  land.  The  first  experiment  was  made  with  lime.  In 
the  year  ’38,  nineteen  lime  kilns  could  be  counted  within 
the  sweep  of  a short  radius,  the  stone  being  brought  from 
five  to  ten  miles.  It  is  still  subject  of  dispute  as  to  the 
actual  fruits  of  that  lime  experiment;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  tlie  fruits  of  the  spirit  that  dictated  it.  It 
showed  the  20 ill ; and  that  is  bound  in  all  such  cases  to 
lind  the  icaij. 

The  “way”  which  was  found  in  the  next  year,  ’39,  to 
bring  about  the  real  improvement  which  was  to  come, 
a})pears  now  very  strange,  almost  a craze.  “ Thereby  hangs 
a tale,”  which  had  perhaps  bo  better  left  in  oblivion.  Yet 
one  of  the  uses  of  history  is  to  teach  how  to  avoid  the 
errors  of  the  ]-)ast;  and  if  mankind  ever  did  take  warning 
from  tlie  blunders  of  their  predecessors,  it  might  be  well 
to  dilate  n])on  {Sandy  Spring  experience  with  “^lonis 
multicaulis  I” 

The  (-Illy  thing  wortli  telling  about  that  affair  is  the 
very  valuable  discovery  Avhich  it  led  to,  in  the  use  of 
bune  dust.  A few  trials  of  this  article  soon  showed  that 
we  had  found  what  y;e  had  been  looking  for,  viz.  a 
fertilizer  that  was  attainable,  and  that  could  be  trusted-  in. 
A few  years  later,  in  1844,  tliat  tniracle  of  agriculture — 
‘*nnano” — was  brought  amongst  us  in  apitreciable  quan- 
tities, and — you  know  the'rest. 

Kadical  improvement  had  begun  of  tlie  sort  sure  to  go 
om  Our  young  people  found  tlicre  was  no  need  now  to 
'.nug!‘;uc  to  newer,  rieher  soil.;.  Aolwiiii'tanding  :‘u' 
adhesiveness  that  has  bound  them  more  closely  to  tieeir 
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birthplace  than,  perhaps,  }jas  been  exhibited  in  any 
other  parr  of  th-i  Shite,  who  can  believe  that  one-third  of 
those  young  men  who  constitute  our  junior  clubs,  and 
who  are  now  using  ‘‘Cooley  Creamers,'^  “ digging  Silos,’’ 
and  siich,  would  have  been  content  to  remain  even  at 
Sandy  Spring,  if  bone  and  guano  had  never  been  intro- 
duced among  us  ? 

It  may  be  said,  without  using  any  extravagant  ex- 
pressions, that  from  the  time  these  powerful  fertilizers 
came  into  general  use,  the  march  of  improvement  was 
steadily  onward.  Energy  and  industry,  thus  encouraged 
by  the  certainty  almost  of  securing  their  reward,  were 
not  found  wanting;  and  a tali'  incicase  of  outward  pros- 
perity followed.  But  the  discovery  and  use  of  bone  and 
guano  may  be  considered  as  accidvnlal  circumstances, 
Tlie  cjucstion  arises,  are  we  sure  there  Avas  enough  of 
spirit  and  poAver  Avitliin  to  control  and  mould  circurii- 
stanccSy  and  to  make  proper  use  of  the  opportunities 
Avhich  the  more  pros})erous  l iines  alTordcd  ? Before  enumer- 
ating the  multitudinous  improvements  Avhich  began  to 
come  to  light,  it  is  due  to  a right  understanding  of  tliese 
results  that  avc  acknowledge  the  great  benefits,  along 
Avitli  some  draAviiacks,  which  isaiuly  Spring  neigh borliood 
receiA’ed  from  tlie  immigration  of  valuable  persons  coming 
from  outside  its  borders.  Althougl!  these  neAvcomers  lunm 
been  jestingly  styleil  ‘-carpet-baggers’'  by  a fcAV belonging  to 
the  original  seltlei'S,  rather  fammis  for  loving  a joke,  truth 
requires  the  statement  that  these  strangers  could  not  have 
Avell  been  spare  d.  “Carjtet-l'aggers'’  or  not,  they  have  mixed 
Avitli  the  natives,  and  continue  mixing  together  beauti- 
t'ully.  When  AVe  name  IlaJIov, ells,  Jbirquiia.rs,  IM'oores, 
niillers,  AVC  have  madi,-  t»nly  ;i  heginnHigor  real  a‘lditious  to 
the  Avorthy  folks  Avho  ha]>peiied  to  come  here  hrst.  With- 
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out  the  arrival,  at  a still  earlier  period,  of  a certain  groii}) 
entitled  “the  Stablers,”  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  our  banks,  insurance  companies,  and  other  advan- 
tages too  numerous  to  mention,  might  present  a less 
flattering  condition. 

Belonging^to  the  new  era  there  is  another  important 
fact  not  to  be  omitted.  The  rapid  increase  of  the 
communication  between  town  and  country,  which  com- 
menced in  force  with  the  third  era,  and  has  gone  on  Avitli 
accelerating  ratio  ever  since,  has  unquestionably  exercised 
considerable  inliuence.  Though  wo  may  find  much  fault 
with  the  city,  and  quote  the  saying  that  “great  cities  are 
great  sores,”  it  is  undeniable  that  civilization,  witli  its 
fruits  of  retlnement  and  livelier  activity,  originated  tliere. 
And  it  is  by  the  ha]i])y  action  and  mutual  reaction  of  town 
and  country  that  activity  of  mind  is  stimulated  and 
brought  into  the  most  fruitful  operation.  Still  it  is  also 
true  that  the  life  and  growth  of  cities  are  kept  up  only  by 
fresli  importations  from  the  country.  Also  along  with 
tile  valuable  imjiortations  received  into  tlie  country,  there 
come  various  customs  and  fasliions  which  were  bettor 
I'.'ft  out  of  the  invoice,  d'he  city  fasliion  of  turning 
niglu  into  day  and  day  into  night  does  not  suit  country 
life  at  all.  Self-respect  should  bar  the  entrance. 

It  remains  only  to  set  down  together  the  names  of  the 
social,  iiterary,  and  business  institutions  which  have 
sjirung  up  within  a few  years,  follov.ung  the  beginning  of 
a new  era,  and  proving  that  such  an  era  had  come,  d'lio 
annual  records  of  this  book  have  kept  a fair  account  of 
these  associations,  as  they  were/formed  within  the  last  IS 
ur  :i()  years;  and  it  is  proper  now  nnlvto  enumei’ate  some 
wliieh  ])rt'va\led  and  foniiLd  the  basis  of  a social  s\si-  m 
which  is  assuredly  tlie  distinguishing  feature  of  tfandy 
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Spring.  In  181*-^  an  encouraging  step  was  taken  Avlien 
Richard  T.  BciiLiev  (according  to  my  recollection)  pro- 
posed that  Sami}  Spring  shonld  have  a library  of  its  own. 
d'he  neighboring  village  of  Rrookeville  luis  the  credit  of 
starting  one  some  years  precedent.  Thus  an  excelsior 
'^vheel  was  set  on  motion  tlie  right  way.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  18-U  the  ‘‘Farmers  Club’’  was  instituted 
with  general  approl'ation.  This  book  would  scarce 
contain  an  account  of  all  the  beneficial  results  that  fol- 
lowed the  successful  effort  at  co-operation  by  farmers. 
Four  years  more  were  required  to  put  in  successful 
operation  tliat  great  enterprise,  now  Avell  known  over  the 
whole  State,  namely,'  “The  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Montgomery  Couniy.’’  Two  several  attempts 
had  been  previously  made  to  organize  such  an  institution 
by  a number  of  persons,  amongst  whom  the  most  ^active 
Avere*  Dr.  Charles  Farquhar,  Henjamin  Ilallowell,  E.  J. 
Hall,  A.  B.  Ih'ivis  and  Joshua  Peirce.  A pamphlet  Avas 
printed;  but  the  ]>]an  was  not  ripe,  nor  Avas  it  satis- 
factorily adjusted.  In  18-J-7-8  Edward  Stabler  took  up 
the  subject;  and,  after  ])rocuring  the  Avilling  subscrip- 
tions of  his  neighbors,  he  travtdled  through  Ids  OAvn  and 
the  adjoining  county  of  Carroll,  Avhere  AVilliam  Sliepherd 
gaA’c  him  ready  sup])ort ; a company  Avas  formed,  the 
charter  Avas  obtained,  and  on  the  1st  of  .tune,  1<S48,  the 
greatest  ]>iiblic  achievement  of  Sandy  S})ring  Avent  into 
operation.  Several  circumstances  favored  the  successful 
beginning  of  tliis  Ins'dtuiion;  l)ut  none  has  been  of  such 
importance  as  Avas  the  procuring  of  an  accomplished 
secretary,  Robert  R,  i^^oore,  avPo  continues  to  till  theottice 
to  the  |)reseiu  time. 


*■  Refer  to  the  leitcT  of  iToii.  A.  B.  Davis  in  Appendix,  p.  281. 
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The  following  statement  Avoiild  exhibit  the  condition 


of  the  Conijiany  at  the  end  of  tlic  first  year: 

Total  amount  of  property  insured §193,695  00 

Amount  of  premium  notes  in  force 10,722  95 

Amount  of  expenses  from  commencement, 

June  1st,  1S18,  to  date 215  25 


Assets  Hand. 

Certificate  of  Baltimore  City  Stock  ... 
Cash  


■ Liabiliites. 
Due  State  for  tax  on  policies 


.§205  66 
. 39  93 
215  59 


35  00 


§210  59 

^Yyu  II.  Fabquhae,  J 

Geo.  E.  Fdiooke,  f-  Com.  Board  Directors. 

Kicif  D T.  Bentley,  _) 

Xext  in  dignity  and  consec|uence,  the  “Savings  Tnsti- 
fution,'*  started  just  20  years  after  the  insurance  com- 
pany, occupies  a place  in  which  it  lias  been  able  to  ditfusc 
real  benefits  over  a wide  extent  of  country. 

In  tlie  meantime  several  otiicr  improvements  sprung 
out  of  the  spirit  of  association,  wliich,  being  turned  into 
action,  is  but  another  name  for  co-operation.  The  Lyceum 
Building,  the  Sandy  Spring  turnpikes,  were  valuable  re- 
sults from  the  latter. 

ICqually  important,  indeed  essential  to  true  progress, 
must  be  mentioned  the  co-operation  of  the  ladio.s,  com- 
mencing in  LS57  with  tbc'})ure,  high-toned  “ A=.'Ocia( ion 
t*’!'  Mutual  Impruvi'meiit,'’  that  lias  soi  such  a hcahliftl 
example  to  the  sex:  multi])lying,  ramifying,  diverging 
in  more  ways  than  can  be  here  described. 
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Thus  it  is  claimed  that  imder  the  inflaenccs  of  social 
co-operation,  certain  interesting  and  beneficial  results  have 
been  obtained  in  this  little  section,  called  Sandy  Spring, 
of  which  we  are  willing  to  transfer  some  of  the  benefits 
to  others.  AVlience  did  these  advantages  come  ? The 
foundation  was  laid  somewhere  and  somehow;  and  gen- 
uine good  material  has  been  used  in  carrying  on  the 
building.  On  a previous  page  I ventured  to  write  that 
‘‘  George  Fox  founded  Sandy  Spring.’’  Xot  in  jx^rson, 
of  course.  What  I meant  was  tliat  the  Spirit  to  wliich  he 
truly  assigned  all  proper  moving  influences  continued  to 
overshadow  his  people.  Without  claiming  merit  to  the 
Quakers  for  which  they  are  not  entitled,  no  sound  and 
well-informed  mind  can  deny  that  a power  has  dwelt  with 
them  strong  enough  to  iniluenee  nations — Bancroft  says 
^^to  move  the  world.”  Xow,  if  this  be  so,  we  have  the 
right  to  attribute  the  successful  career  of  our  neighbor- 
hood to  the  moral,  invisiiile  influences,  accompanying 
fidelity  to  principle,  possessed  and  partially  handed  down 
by  our  forefathers.  Principle  it  was,  and  is,  and  shall  be, 
not  forms.  As  regards  tliom,  little  or  no  account  need 
be  taken  now.  Old  notioi'S  of  innocent  amusements, 
being  contrary  to  the  natural  laws,  need  a complete 
revision.  The  same  may  ])C  said  of  that  narrow  view  of 
‘Amiiding  a hedge  around  our  chihli-eii  in  order  to  keep 
them  from  contact  with  the  world”:  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  all  such  forms  are  of  the  past.  Only  princi})les 
are  eternal. 

Tlie  placing  duty  before  ]»leasure  ; the  giving  to  intel- 
lectual }iursuits  t!t!'  prefapuira  t<)  all  amns'.-ments  that  are 
in  conilici  wiih  ihtjui;  ‘has-a  "i;h  s.‘\eral  otiau'  Suiid 
principles  that  might  be  named,  belong  to  those  higher 
sorts  of  life  and  conduct  from  Avliich  to  depart  is  certain 
de'cline. 
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A slight,  imperfect  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
Samly  Spring  buying  now  been  offered,  the  thought  pre- 
sents itself,  shall  it  be  the  work  of  some  future  historian 
— anotlier  Gibbon — to  describe  its  decline  and  fall?  Or, 
may  avc  not  hope  that  its  peo])le  will  liold  fast  to  the  old 
indlis  which 'experience  has  proved,  while  reachijig  after 
all  the  ntVj  that  revolving  time  will  certainly  bring;  above 
all,  cultivating  ‘^the  harmony  that  secures  union,  in 
wliich  alone  is  strength”;  seeking  and  finding  the  same 
su]»port  which  upheld  our  fathers  in  the  wilderness;  and 
so,  S}ieed  rejoicing  on  their  way! 

Would  that  some  truly  magnificent  man  or  womati 
would  rise  among  our  young  people  and  convince  them 
wlierein  true,  lasting  pleasure  lies!  Well,  the  future  of 
Sanely  Spring  is  in  their  hands,  liaving  entered  fairly  on  a 
fourth  jjeriod  in  their  history. 
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ODE  DEAD  UPON  THE  OPENING  OE  THE 
SANDY  SPPING  LYXEUM. 


BY  SARAH  B.  STABLER. 


We've  met  at  last  williiu  tliese  walls, 

Ami  hail  the  Ijour  witli  gladsome  hearts  ; 

Although  we've  built  no  tnarble  halls, 

It  inattcrs  not  to  nobler  arts. 

Here  in  these  woodlands  we  liave  feared 
A structure  suited  tf)  the  scene  ; 

And  Science’  star  has  now  unpeared 
Abo^'o  our  vales  and  walk's  serene. 

Py  tail  we’ve  g:iined  enough  to  feed 
These  lK)dies,  s<x)u  to  ]>ass  away ; 

Our  minds  immortal  now  find  need 
Of  higher  sii.-tciiance  than  they. 

In  yon  log  scdiwl-house,  years  ago. 

Our  fathei-s  taught,  our  fathers  learned  ; 

In  you  old  graveyard,  lying  low, 

Tiio  senior  forms  to  dust  have  turned. 

Put  if  their  souls  look  downward  now, 

I fain  would  think  tliey  smile  to  see 

The  kindliiic:  eye,  the  expanding  brow. 

The  thirst  to  know,  the  joy  to  be. 

A thirst  Ui't  bounded  by  the  rates 

A^iaf-hf.l  t >ga!u — on  dj.'.unnnn  bent; 

A joy  that  swells  above  th-'  Fatt-s, 

Above  all  time  and  each  event. 
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Let  v.s,  my  friends,  devote  bur  HalL 
To  wortliy  uses  of  the  mind  : 

Jf  Science  compielicud  tlicin  all, 

Then  say  for  Science  ’twas  designed. 

^We  have  our  schools  for  early  youth, 

Houses  of  worship  when  we  will ; 

But  this  for  scicntilic  truth 
We’ve  built — we’ll  dedicate — and  fill. 

Here  lot  Philosophy  recount 
Its  \vondi‘uus  secrets  to  the  ear, 

.And  tliroiigli  its  aid  let  students  mount 
Tc  knowledge  of  each  rolling  sphere  ; 

Dive  in  the  earth  for  many  a gem, 

Xot  for  a sordid,  mean  abuse, 

But  that  their  souls  may  look  through  them 
To  fii'St  beginnings — holiest  use. 

Here  let  the  Orator  profouud 
Delve  in  the  deepest  mine  of  thought ; 

Here  lesser  ligiits  ditruse  around 
The  rays  with  milder  beauty  fraught. 

Here  let  not  Satire  plunge  its  dart 
With  poison  tipped,  to  rankle  long; 

Here  Truth  still  act  its  honest  part, 

By  j)roof  of  right,  to  banish  wrong. 

E’en  by  this  building  v/e  have  shown 
Cur  aspirations  reach  more  high 

Thau  aught  that  we  before  have  known, — 
Excelsior ! then  be  our  cry. 

Here  long  may  sages  lessons  teach. 

And  here  the  young  their  questions  Iwing  ; 

P.uvhauec*  far  higlmr  poiids  we’ll  read; 

Prom  these  old  woods  of  Sandy  Spring. 

Excelsior  ! 

Sandy  Si’King,  2d  mo.  !<>//<,  iSbO. 
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kmXLS  OF  SxVA'DY  SrJUNG. 


‘CHAPTEU  I. 

Olijoct.  of  tlio  VH'M')k  — Xaturc  of  history  — iMovement  — Chief  duty 
of  the  historian  — Subscript  ion  to  ;i  short  tiirnjuke  — Xci^j^libor- 
Ijoxl  map  projected  — First  invasion  by  “the  Gray” — Sandy 
SpriuLj  jiraneh  of  Brookcville  turnpike  — Establishment  of  Hor- 
ticultural Society  — The  Clubs  and  Ladies’  Association  — • 
Literary  Society  — Reading  Circle  — School  re-established  — 
Stufe  Sanitary  Fair  — Speeches  of  Judge  Bov'ie,  Judge  Blair 
and  Gov.  .hindall  — Deaths/birDis  ami  marriages. 

At  u tncetiiig  of  tlic  Suiuly  S})riiig  Lyceum  Company, 
^j'  i‘i  Ajiril  Gib,  LSGM,  an  order  was  passed,  aitpointing  a 
lu-mnun  ha-  the  Conijtany,  ubose  duty  it  should  be  to 
make  a record  of  neighborhood  events,  and  read  it  at  tin.* 
t'u'Iowing  annual  tnceting. 

Having  been  selected  to  fill  this  office,  after  repeated 
unsuccessful  eilbrts  on  mv  part  to  devolve  its  duties  on 
aunt  her  meinlter  of  the  comjiany,  I now  proceed  to  dis- 
<‘b.irge  the  function  in  the  best  manner  I may.  Tlie 
mtdertaking  ap})ears  to  be  both  difficult  and  interesting. 
.V  mere  monthly  jouriuil  of  events  might  readily  be  kept  ; 
1‘Ut  (he  .'implest  skeb'b  deserving  in  tlie  least  degree  the 
iianiv:  (d*  i'.isiory,  v\lbie  it  iixcludes  Fne  material  of  sueii 
j'Uirnab  im^dies  much  beyond,  ilistorv,  in  its  true  sense, 
is  tlie  life  of  nations,  of  communities  of  men.  jSow  we 
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ANXALS  or  SANDY  SPIUXO. 


may  be  informed  of  all  the  remarkable  incidents  in  the 
life  of  a man  (and  still  more  true  is  this  in  the  life  of  a 
'woman)  and  yet  know  very  little  about  the  individual. 
Tlie  biographer  worthy  of  the  name  must  look  more 
deeply,  and  enable  ns  to  look  more  deeply  into  the  sub- 
ject, than  that.  History  is  biography — Avith  the  com- 
munity, instead  of  the  individual,  as  its  subject. 

Thus  it  happens,  Avhen  1 set  before  my  mind  the  real 
nature  of  the  Avork  Avhich  I luiA'e  inidertaken,  that  its 
intrinsic  dignity  and  magnitude  ins])ii'c  a discouraging 
sense  of  the  responsibility  of  the  performance.  One  year 
in  the  life  of  a conimunity  I T.ook  at  it,  and  reflect!  You 
find  it  is  no  light  thing.  lioAvever  carelessly  Ave  may 
talk  of  time  as  it  ]»asses  by.  however  slightly  Ave  mark 
the  great  current  Avhich  is  sweeping  us  on — the  child  to 
maturitA' — maturity  to  old  age — swee})ing  us  all,  from 
our  starting-point  the  cradle,  to  our  common  landing- 
place  the  grave — this  eternal,  ceaseless,  never  retrograd- 
ing moveuient  is  always  the  one  thing  most  Avorthy  of 
profoundest  thought.  The  movement — that  is  the  impor- 
tant matter  in  the  life  and  history  of  individuals  or  of 
nations:  not  so  much  what  we  arr,  as  what  avc  are  hcrom- 
infj;  not  so  much  what  is,  as  what  is  fhnirc  to  be.  This 
affords  the  ]U’0])er  clue  to  the  complex  history  of  tlie 
Avorld:  this  considerat ion  of  the  m(»u*ment,  the  progress, 
forms  the  centre  ri)uiul  which  readily  and  distinctly 
grou})  themselves,  tlie  else  confused,  iiiex})licable  mass  of 
the  Avorld's  events. 

Now  this  jicighborliood  of  our.-  is  also  a ])art  of  (he 
moviuLT  woidd.  I'ut  it  i-  ii  vor/  that,  in  a.  Ci-riain  S'.aue, 
includes  tiiO  iL'hoh:.  it  IS  a inuuA)i‘v>-'m,  a liille  Avoi'hl  in 
itself:  the  great  scheme  of  earthly  existeuee  is  all  ])hoto- 
graphed  licre  and  now  ; and  thus  a true  history  of  our 


7 am 
'‘All 
uov 
AT 


I ; ; : ii 
‘A^ 


■>/' j 


l)-A\ 


AX^TALS  or  SAXDY  BPIIIXG. 


3 


ij(‘ighbor]]00(.l  for  one  year  is  a condensed  epitome  of  uni- 
versal history. 

Von  will  iiot  Mud  fault  with  me,  I trust,  for  laying  the 
foundations  of  my  work  thus  broad  and  deep;  making 
the  elfort  to  tlig  down  to  the  primary  rock  ; even  though 
the  immecliate  structure  as  now  erected  should  appear  of 
sliglit  ])roportioim.  You  must  have  other  builders  who 
Mill  raise  uj)  successive  stories  of  the  never-to-be-com- 
ph,-U-(l  edifice,  as  years  roll  on. 

Jt  may  be  s^'on  from  tlie  foregoing  remarks  that  I con- 
sider it  the  chief  duty  of  the  historian  to  note  down  and 
to  dwell  upon  those  incidents  which  ])ertain  especially  to 
ihe  ])ermanent  interests  and  progressive  movements  of 
the  jieo])le  of  our  iieigiil)orhood. 

We  commence  with  the  evening  of  tlie  last  annual 
int  ^Mingof  the  Lyceum.  Owing  probably  to  the  natural 
mllienice  of  the  tremendous  strugo-]e  in  which  our 
CMuntry  is  still  engaged,  evidences  had  begun  to  be 
appana.t  that  there  was  a diminution  of  })ublic  spirit, 
..Uii  an  abatement  uf  zeal  for  imjn'ovement  anajugst  our 
j>^-  *;>!e.  Oji  jJiai  evening,  these  fears,  wliicli  perhaps  had 
aetual  fuumlation,  were  conpiletely  dispelled.  A 
} i«'i  (».dti<>n  being  offered  to  raise  a sum  of  mone}'  for  the 
pnrpcse  of  making  a turn]nkc  from  the  insurance  otlice 
to  the  meeting  house,  a liberal  subscription  was  made  up 
on  tlie,s]*ot  : the  amotint  was  increased  by  outside  elforts, 
umii  a Euilieieut  sum  was  raised,  tlic  work  was  put  into 
able  hands,  and  conijdeted  in  a highly  satisfactory 
manner  to  a ]ioint  heyoiid  the  Lyceum.  Since  tliis  temple 
in-‘ralui-u  and  ])ractical  sci'.meo  is,  as  ir  ought  to  l>e, 
only  a station  on  the  wuiy  to  tlie  lionsc  of  worshij),  there 
IS  scarcely  room  for  a doubt  of  the  entire  completi<.)ii  uf 
Lie  original  design. 
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On  the  same  evening,  measures  were  taken  to  organize  a 
Union  EeaJing  Association.  Altliongl]  this  enterprise  was 
ultimately  less  succossrul  than  the  turnpike  sclieme,  still 
the  zeal  that  prompted  both  aJiike  gave  proof  that  “there 
is  life  in  the  old  land  yet.'’  lint  that  was  not  all : a 
movement  was  made  to  take  ste]rs  for  the  accomplishment 
of  a beneficial,  'ong-desired  improvement,  a map  of  the 
neighborhood.  A con.niitiee  was  named,  who  agreed  to 
execute  the  necessary  field  iind  ollice  work.  Considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  survey,  several  members  of 
the  committee  having  completed  their  shai’e  of  the  duty, 
and  reported  the  lield-m»tes  to  the  chairman.  Some  of 
their  colleagues  are  a little  belundhaiid  yet,  owing  doubt- 
less to  busy  occu|iation  with  otln-r  mailers. 

In  the  first  samiih.*r  month,  the  (juiet  of  the  neighbor- 
hood began  to  be  di-'-liirovd  by  rumors  of  hostile  invasion. 
The  month  had  nearly  )«asseil,  and  our  anxieties  on  this 
account  were  nearly  abatei.1,  win-n  a serene  t>al>bath  even- 
ing, the  2Stli  of  fiune,  brought  us  unexpectedly  our  un- 
welcome visitors.  xV  small  tmop  of  cavalry,  wearing  the 
goxiy  uniform,  which  we  hail  liiilierto  only  read  of,  or  else 
had  seen  under  circnm.' taiice--  that  remlered  its  wearer 
powerless  to  injure,  quitting  tin*  large  body  of -lUOO,  under 
the  famous  “Mr.  Stewart,"  act ually  defih  d along  the  roads 
leaditig  through  the  cemre  of  this  our  ow  n neighborhood. 
At  first  we  saw  them  with  m<>.'t  ita.TeM.lulous  eyes:  it  was 
a sight  long  to  be  reur  mbered—oiir  iir^t  actual  contact 
with  the  terrible  le'befilion.  \et  -afier  all  (especially  to 
us  who  lost  n.o  iiorscst  it  wu'  a mere  ripple  of  the  mighty 
wave.  Though  tin  ap'-be.i''  ter  reb-fi',  y<>u.r  histori.-in 
feels  eonqielie'l  to  veeiud  iii  aniiaU  ihe  fact  that 

Sandv  'Spring  came  <»tr  w t.-mh  rtully  well  from  this  its  first 
experience  of  liorrid  war. 
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^J'lie  alarms  Tvhicli  disturbed  ns  during  the  week  follow- 
ing that  memorable  visit  were  worse,  for  a number  of 
persons,  than  the  visit  itself.  The  remembrance  of  these 
groundless  fears  may  be  of  value  for  us  to  refer  to  in  the 
days  yet  to  come.  Perhaps  it  is  still  more  advisable  not 
to  anticipate  future  troubles. 

The  most  important  enterprise  ever  undertaken  by  the 
combined  etforts  of  our  people  for  effecting  material  im- 
]»rovements,  viz.  ‘‘The  Sandy  Sjnung  Branch  of  the 
Br.'.okoville  and  Washington  Tnrn])ike,”  has  made  fair 
})rogress  during  the  year.  We  were  informed  in  the  nth 
month  last  that  our  road  would  he  received  as  part  of  the 
main  stem,  so  soon  as  it  should  be  satisfactorily  com- 
pleted. At  the  same  time  material  aid  to  the  amount  of 
$370  was  tendered  to  us  by  the  other  company. 

Additional  subscriptions  were  obtained  from  onr  own 
]'eo}tIe,  iunounting  to  near'tjGOO  ; with  this  fund  the  gaps 
in  the  rotid  were  filled  up  and  various  repairs  effected. 
It  was  unfortunate  that  the  demand  for  labor  in  other 
eliannels  through  the  summer  and  early  fall  seemed  to 
render  it  im})racticad>le  to  recommence  0})crations,  until  tlie 
seaoni  was  so  much  advanced  that  the  work  liad  to  be 
done  under  the  great  disadvantage  of  short  days  and  in- 
clement weather.  The  road  looked  very  well,  however,  in 
tlie  early  winter,  and  was  considered  ready  to  pass  insgiec- 
tion,  v/hen  the  breaking  up  of  a frost  of  unusual  depth 
stirred  its  foundations  of  (piicksand,  and  ])laced  it  for  the 
time  outside  the  conditions  on  wliich  it  was  to  be  merg-ed 
in  the  other  road.  Still,  even  in  its  ]n*esent  state,  it  is  of 
great  value  in  getting  our  produce  to  market.  Every  cm' 
must  see  that  it  is  hy  nature  an  essential  part  of  the  main 
road  and  must  he  consolidated  therewith.  The  foregoing 
details  might  perhaps  he  thought  to  belong  more  to  a rei  lort 
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to  the  stock]) oluei'3  of  ••'The  Sandy  Spring  BrancK^  than 
to  the  stockholders  of  thiC  Lyceum;  but  this  road,  its  ])ro- 
gress  and  its  ))rosnects  are  a material  item  in  the  neighbor- 
hood annals.  It  l)as  naturally  been  a subject  for  criticism 
and  comment;  and  in  tlie  exercise  of  the  fonner  privilege, 
critics  have  not  alvvays  remembered  the  essential  difficul- 
ties of  the  work-  Your  historian  adds,  by  way  of  com- 
pleting the  discussion,  that  the  road,  though  conforming 
rather  to  the  curve  line  of  beauty  than  the  stiffness  of  the 
right  line,  is  not  claimed  a^  an  ornament,  but  for  its 
utility,  like  the  houses  in  whieli  some  of  us  still  have 
to  live,  and  which,  beginnimr  with  a log  hut  for  a centre, 
getting  a wing  added  here  and  there  as  way  opens  for  im- 
provement, do  yet  come  to  be  riglu  comfortable  dwellings, 
while  possessing  no  comj)leie  aj)ariment.  Our  turnpike 
had  to  be  made  just  so. 

We  note  as  an  event  of  the  ’pa.^t  yt'ar,  the  establishment 
of  a Horticultural  ISocLiy,  certainly  a very  laudable 
undertaking,  d'his  brief  notice  mu<t  suffice,  as  your  his- 
torian, in  common  with  \erv  jnany  oliier  fellow^-citizens, 
has  had  very  little  o}»porU!iiit v atibrdeil  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  its  proceedings. 

The  Farmers' (’inb  and  the  **  C'lulfs  Wife,'^  (wdiicli 
is  so  descri})tive  an  ojatiiei  as  to  be  not  unworthy  the 
dignity  of  history),  the  fonm-r  in  its  vM-t  yea.r,  the  latter 
just  entering  Ikm*  ] ih,  t oniinne  to  Ih.uridi  with  unabated 
vigor  and  interest.  [ i lie  proper  name  of  the  latter 
Society  is  ‘•d'lie  Jlutind  Improvemeiii.  Associatioti.'’] 

Last  fall  a Literary  Society  wu-‘  organized,  dt'signed  to 
combine  the  idea  of  a iuli)!;:  'Ii-td-'  h oi  her  novel  mid 
important  features,  im  .-lU  ',-.  iia.-  ,mj  iar  justiiied  the 
hopes  of  its  jirojeetors;  and  it  w ill  nut  be  ditlicult  so  to 
conduct  it  as  to  malo*  it  ripen  from  a jiliaisiag  novelt}* 
into  a settled  iiiSiiniii'>n. 
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It  would  imply  great  neglect  upon  the  part  of  your 
historian  if  he  were  to  fail  in  doing  justice  to  the  solid 
excellence  of  the  Sandy  Spring  School,  re-established  just 
one  year  ago  by  Milton  Jackson. 

It  is  also'a  labor  of  love  to  refer  to  the  amiable  exertions 
made  recently  by  the  ladies  of  our  neighborhood,  to  con- 
tribute wortliily  to  a noble  and  worthy  object,  the  State 
Sanitary  Fair.  The  priest  and  the  Levite  in  the  olden 
time  jsassed  with  dignified  indifference  “to  the  other 
side,'"  when  only  wounded  man  lay  before  tliem  ; now, 
when  40,000. sick  and  wounded  fellow-creatures  implore 
liieir  aid.  the  course  of  the  good  Samaritan  has  seemed  to 
our  ladies  a safe  and  hallowed  path  to  tread. 

The  last  event  in  which  our  neighborhood  is  specially 
interested  occurred  but  yesterday ; when  this  hall,  “dedi- 
cated to  the  diffusion  of  truth  and  knowledge  among 
men,'”  echoed  to  the  eloquent  addresses  of  three  distin- 
guished personages,  viz.  our  own  Chief  Justice  F.  J. 
Ik)uie,  Judge  l>lair,  and  Gov.  Ihindall.  Their  theme  was 
Human  j/d)env;  and  lio  more  remarkable  event  has 
oeeunvd  during  the  ])ast  year  in  this  part  of  ^Maryland,  or 
any  other  jeirt,  than  such  a discussion  as  Ave  then  enjoyed. 

My  imperfect  retrospect  must  presently  close.  Does  it 
not  ])rove  that  ours  is  a “ living  age,”  and  that  our  own 
livighborhood  partakes  in  the  now  light  that  illuines  the 
world?  d'lje  thought  will  surely  stimulate  us  to  ])ress 
towanl  higher  and  still  higher  modes  of  life,  and  ju’oduce 
a grateful  sense  of  tlie  many  blessings  bestowed  upon  us. 
fi'he  year  just  elapsed  has  brought  in  its  train,  not  only 
the  cliet.-rinc’  eviilences  of  lif-.  l)ut  also  the  mournful 
M.'itations  of  lin-’s  dn'ad  attenuanJ,  Death.  On  every 
innnan  record  place  inust  be  left  for  him.  Duihig  the 
y*.-ar  our  neighborhood  has  had  to  lament  the  departui'e 
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of  thi^eo  valued  members  of  its  social  circle.  On  5th 
month  12th,  18b3,  died  John  Elgar  liallowell.  ^‘Tn  the 
pride  and  ghny  of  3'outhful  spring,”  he  was  called  to 
leave  us;  and  the  vacant  place  is  still  vrarm  with  the  life 
of  which  he  was  so  lavishly  possessed.  He  was  one  of  ^he 
original  projectors  of  this  Lyceum,  and  he  continued  while 
he  lived  to  be  among  its  most  eflicient  friends  and  sup- 
porters. 8th  month  19th,  18GS,  Caleb  P.  Jddings  was 
relieved  from  his  long  sutfering.  Although  resident  but 
a few  years  in  our  neighborhood,  tlie  agreeable  impression 
wliicli  he  made  upon  us  will  be  long  remembered.  7th 
month  2Gth,  of  the  same  year,  iMatilda  Gilpin  was  taken 
from  the  amiable  band  of  good  Samaritans,  with  whom 
she  had  been  an  early  and  zealous  co-workor,  ever  ready 
to  visit  and  relieve  the  sick  and  wounded  sufferer. 

These  were  not  the  oidy  visitations  of  death  during  the 
year.  Two  little  moumls  in  the  neighboring  graveyard 
cover  the  remains  of  two  precious  little  beings,  transferred 
for  full  development  to  another  S})here.  “ Tlie  little  feet 
that  never  wont  astrav  are  safe  in  ilie  Father's  dwellinod  ” 

^ o 

In  order  to  bring  my  record  to  a more  cheerful  close,  it 
is  my  duty  to  state,  from  good  autliority,  tliat  ten  children 
have  been  born  during  the  year  in  our  social  circle.  Also 
there  has  been  one  marriage.  “ ILaw  many  engagements  ?” 
inquires  one  of  my  fair  friends.  'J'hese  are  questions 
which  must  be  left  for  answers  in  the  next  record. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

' Ending  Fourth  Month  3d,  18G5. 

An  eventful  year  — Election  for  new  constitution  — Loss  of  mail 
contmct  to  Laurel  — Charitable  cojitributions  in  Baltimore  and 
in  'I’ennessee  — Farm  crops — Uses  of  Lyceum  Hall  — Invasion 
of  Maryland  by  Gens.  Fi.-irly  and  Bradley  Johnson  — The 
Guerillas — ‘'Battle  of  Rickett’s  Bun”  — Plan  of  “Home 
Defence  ” laid  aside  — Far  more  serious  losses,  by  nine  dtaths ; 
their  Tuonition  to  take  better  care  of  health. 

7V11  eventful  year  lias  passed,  as  well  for  our  wliole 
country,  ac  for  tliat  small  portion  of  it  whose  history  we 
are  here  to  record.  The  car  of  the  nation’s  destiny  rolls 
resist lessly  onward,  carrying  us  along  with  it,  whether  we 
v.’ould  or  not.  But  thougli  we  may  neither  stop  nor 
check  its  course-,  it  is  lawful  for  us  in  mind  to  pause  and 
look  hack  on  the  career  we  have  run  since  this  day  a 
twelvemonth  ago.  There  may  he  an  advantage  in  with- 
drawing our  thoughts  for  a time  from  the  whirl  of  the 
v.oild's  great  Babel,  in  order  to  contem])hite  our  own 
special  j^osition,  to  see  where  we  are,  and  to  judge 
whither  we  are  tending,  by  measuring  the  part  of  tin* 
way  actually  trod.  One  great  lesson  will  be  thus  im- 
l»ressed  upon  us,  namely,  that  of  the  intimate  and  in- 
separable connection  of  the  welfare  and  interests  of  each 
community  with  those  of  the  whole  land.  And  our 
young  ]K-oplo  may  learn  how  im])ortant  it  is  to  study  the 
duties  of  citizenship;  how  mistaken  and  dangerous  tn 
ignore  the  just  claims  of  tlie  country  v.  hicli  protects  us. 

During  this  month  of  last  year,  our  community,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  State,  was  agitated  by  the 
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coming,  at  an  imacciistomed  period,  of  an  election.  We 
had  to  choose  tlie  members  of  a Convention  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  the  State  and 
determine  soi.'ie  momentous  questions  allecting  its  future 
destiny.  Our  ])eo])le  took  a lively  ])art  in  tlie  settlement 
of  these  questiens.  Although  jirevented  by  the  force  of 
superior  numbers  from  having  their  views  represented 
directly  in  the  choice  of  delegates  to  the  Convention,  yet 
when  the  great,  decisive  struggle  came  on  in  the  Fall, 
they  turned  out  in  full  strength,  and  gave  a nearly 
unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  the  principles  of  their  fore- 
fathers. When  the  time  of  trial  came,  the  ])eople  of 
Sandy  Spring  Avere  not  found  wanting:  unitedly  they 
aided  to  secure  to  the  rest  of  iheir  State  the  blessings  of 
freedom  and  free  labor,  to  which  the  neighborhood  had 
so  long  owed  its  own  jn'os]u‘rity. 

Proceeding  Avith  the  narrative  in  regular  order  of  time, 
we  note  that  an  e\*ent  occurred  in  the  month  of  April 
from  Avhich  an  injury  to  tlie  interests  of  the  neighbor- 
hood was  apprehended.  This  was  the  loss  of  the  mail 
contract  by  the  com}'any  which  had  been  running  a 
stage  to  j.aurel  for  some  lifrv'm  or  sixteen  years,  Avith  con- 
siderable beneht  to  our  community,  'flic  apprehended 
injury  has  not  so  far  been  realized.  Indeed,  the  result 
goes  to  confinn  the  general  ])rincipb‘  that  individual 
enterprise  is  a]d  to  succc'-d  In^ttcr  than  corporate  com- 
panies. Under  the  management  of  our  ar'commodating 
and  energetic  contractor  and  driver,  that  important  daily 
communication  Avith  Laurel  and  the  rest  of  the  Avorld 
lias  been  Inupt  stea<Iily  O'peig  Avliilo  ze:ih>!!s  exertions  to 
improve  the  road  by  onr  iVitmd  of  the  Manor,  Caleb 
Stabler,  have  contributed  materially  to  the  satisfaction  of 
travellers, 
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The  same  month  of  April  was  further  distinguished  by 
tlio  successful  exertions  of  our  patriotic  and  benevolent 
ladies  in  contributing  to  the  State  Sanitary  Fair,  held  in 
Baltimore.  The  cpiality  of  the  articles  exliibited  and  the 
amount  of  profits  derived  from  their  sale  nobly  main- 
tained the  reputation  of  the  neighborhood.  The  spirit  of 
]M’actical  benevolence  was  suffered  to  sleep  after  the  effort 
of  the  spring,  during  a large  portion  of  the  year;  but  was 
again  revived  toward  its  close  by  another  successful  effort 
to  excite  our  interest  in  behalf  of  grievous  suffering  in  a 
distant  State.  . Tlic  articles  tlicn  pre])ared  were  sent  to  a 
lady  in  Xashville,  who  acknowledged  their  reception 
nearly  in  tlie  following  words:  Your  box  was  unpacked 

three  days  ago,  and  with  it  1 have  made  glad  the  hearts 
of  some  of  the  most  destitute  and  most  grateful  of  human 
beings.’’  Your  historian  is  so  far  a believer  in  the  doc- 
trine of  iinputed  righteousness  as  to  hope  that  these  acts 
C'f  charity  will  be  received  as  an  offset,  in  part,  to  mani- 
fold shortcomings,  much  worldliness,  and  sadly  imper- 
tect  rxercise  of  continued  “love  one  to  another.” 

'file  S‘*:,Hui  of  growth  came  on,  though  somewhat  later 
than  usual,  yet  with  full  accustomed  richness  and  beauty, 
'rile  wheat  crop  was  short,  but  the  great  harvest  of  this 
m-iLdd.iorhood,  namely,  the  hay  crop,  was  very  luxuriant, 
and  all  manner  of  fruits  unprecedentedly  abundant.  In- 
t'M-esting  exercises  were  preipared  in  the  month  of  June 
lor  our  entertainment.  The  young  men  got  uj)  an  atfair 
at  the  J^yceum  which  proved  a success;  it  was  their  first 
clfort  of  the  kind,  and  it  were  a great  pity  should  it 
pro'.c  to  be  r!](*  la-t.  Those  wlio  contribute  lutional  and 
oin(»eent  amimriuent  may  justly  be  considered  as  bene- 
factors of  the  community. 

It  may  be  lierc  remarked  how  varied  and  interesting 
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have  been  the  uses  of  tliis  Lyceum  Hall.  When  we  re- 
call the  diflerent  purposes  to  which  it  has  been  applied 
during  the  past  six  years  since  its  initiation — lectures, 
than  which  none  could  liave  been  more  instructive ; public 
discussions  of  momentous  mitional  cjuestions ; meetings 
of  literary  and  benevolent  societies;  school  exhibitions; 
draft  clubs;  defence  meetings,  &c.,  <l^'c.,  may  we  not  all 
unite  in  the  sentiment  lately  expressed  by  a friend:  ‘^Xo 
building  in  this  neighborhood  has  ever  paid  so  well”? 

But  the  summer  brouglit  other  scenes  which  may  in- 
deed be  termed  liistorical ; scenes  which  were  vastly 
more  exciting  at  the  time  than  any  that  I have  here  re- 
corded, yet  leaving  etrects  very  slightly  j)roportioncd  to 
the  deep  interest  whicli  tht*y  ins})ired  while  passing. 
Xone  of  tlie  audience  will  be  at  a loss  to  understand  the 
allusion. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  our  countrymen,  I may 
venture  to  say  with  the  wh.ole  civilized  world,  we  had 
watched  with  intense  interest  the  ])rogress  of  the  great 
campaign  commenced  early  in  May  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
Ivapi'tahannock.  The  main  tide  of  war  rolled  away  from 
us  further  to  the  South  : l)Ut  vaiaous  alarming  intimations 
received  from  time  to  tim*^  trave  token  that  we  were  not  to 
escape  its  wrath.  Karly  in  .luiy  it  was  found  that  the 
Bebel  invasion  of  Maryland  was  going  to  ])rove  a serious 
affair.  The  too  well-kmnvn  sound  of  cannon  in  actual 
battle  was  lieard  again.  On  tlie  Oth  of  that  month 
occurred  the  engagement  at  Mom>cacy;  and  the  same 
evening  came  the  news,  “the  ih‘bels  iiold  l^'rodcrick  and 
the  line  of  tlie  Mcnoca«-y/’  1’lie  Intli,  which  was  First 
day  (1  now  co]»y  Jaurs  fnen  my  Diary,  written  at  tlie 
time),  ‘‘  was  a memoralde  day,  j>rul,)al»ly  the  precursor  of 
others  still  tnore  so.  Our  mcviing  was  large,  and  the 
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gathering  was  pleasant  and  strengtliening.  Benjamin 
llallowoll  S]ioke  from  the  gallery  with  mncli  feeling,  and 
very  appro] )i‘iately  to  the  serious  times.  Accounts  of  the 
I'rogress  and  ricar  approach  of  the  Behels  crow’d  upon  us 
throughout  the  day.  In  the  evening  we  learn  from 
Charles  H.  Brooke,  wdio  had  been  for  awliile  their  captive, 
ih.it  they  arc  in  or  near  Laytonville.  iVlen  arrive  from 
\ev.'  Market,  fleeing  wdth  their  horses  from  the  danger. 
Humors  of  the  capture  of  a fort  neaiAVashington  finished 
this  day. — The  lUh.  After  a sound  niglit's  rest,  awoke 
from  a dream,  littering  the  words,  ‘ Is  AVashington  taken 
AVent  over  early  to  alarm  my  neighbor,  Bichard  T.  Bemley, 
about  his  store  goods;  found  him  very  calm.  The  next 
news  came,  ‘the  liebcls  are  at  Stanniore/  whence  they 
soon  de]mrted,  but  not  empty-handed.  Benjamin  Ilallo- 
\\\‘\]  has  an  adventure  Avith  a favorite  horse.  Avhich  lie 
rt  'Cues  fur  the  time  at  some  risk.  Federal  cavalry  arrive, 
'i'licre  is  total  suspension  of  business  throughout  the 
m ighborhood.  AVashington  is  certainly  invested,  and  the 
Ik  iV  A\k  H.  K*.  is  cut.  Federal  cavalry  ride  In*  in  tlie  night 
t'ovuni  l.aiirel.  Tliermometcr  9-lk — Tiio  13th.  The  ox- 
•citement  has,  we  hope,  reached  the  highest  point  to-day. 
A kind  neighbor  sent  express  in  the  morning  that  ‘'more 
Iiehels  Were  at  ^lechanicsville.’  Horses  Avere  put  und  'r 
cover.  Soon  the  Gi’aybaeks  a])pear,  forerunners  of  Brad- 
ley Johnson’s  large  cavalry  force  of  near  3000  men.  in 
}>assing  they  take  Francis  J^Iiller  ])risoner,  and  Benjamin 
llallowell  loses  his  horse  after  all,  to  tlie  shame  of  t’ne 
General  1/e  it  spoken.  Tliey  rob  the  Sandy  Spring  sr<u'e 
of  a small  amount  and  ]'a-s  on  toward  Hhuleiwhurg. — 
Tiie  I3th.  Heard  at  Alcchanicsvillc  the  good  iiew ‘l  im 
Imbels  have  left  from  before  Washington.’  Thing.'  begin 
to  look  much  brighter.  A beautiful  moonlight  night  for 

o 


'in  K 


;*p« 

iiint#M?>if ' , 4.ufirf}®(isn‘a  I>i4!;  Hwisj/ir^  kiw 

/ viiilsji.  ii  uifn  !-!i1vr  v,ist!^r5,iat  '.(oil  .* 

.'  ,!,  w »i, I, ,.•.■»/.  A^oilJ  ?rt.h«*:w»'oJ  vtoJiir-i-’-'H"  >’- 

ii.  ".yttf  !;7;o«  ¥"!  ■*"'  '"XT' -''f; 

o!idv..«:i<a-n..->J  f.«.I  orfvf  ,-(-io.aM  .H 

^■.iVnYhu- .f.K  ••Muv.twmi  iflw«  w««  i'«y. 

L..,!-i„it  ,(olr;r,h!ij;'?A  'uart  I'l'A.i! '!•,.  ')■((;».[..■'  -'tJ  IO.SlOii'»'> 

.,  o.w,  i-v.  u wA/,  .HHI 

•.:,»,5i,.i  A ‘ ,'  f.i.«,«!t  ^i(i«"iii'  ,i»4'.u»  ««««^ 

.fi-.n  ■;■  iv.i;(,'-i’.n  ,•(:., 'fi!;;: ...  th  (.rBan  .>!  ‘ *”♦ " 

')/,•■.•<  viiT  utilii-' 7’(''v'«iir<  t’an""!  ; -oi 

V-'il  in  -<«•  •>'•»»■’ 

.;,(!,([,!  -.(I.nni.i.a  .f.'  l.(!)K(N,!4x:  ' a««  tci  ,lv,,l  t.i^|-.o  mv.(i 

.„;  d'.i'ti,?  .■r?'.,,!  V.htYi,'t  iliin  y>iJ';c"f;o  a*  j-'"'  l‘'‘" 

.•nh'/ii  'p'  .(•  ' -.rf) 

'„!)  '•06l{lii»!0-f.l3-  !:---.irr;«<l  ••■>  '■•’ 

..,<•(  J.  iUur.lv<:  ’(  .l-frrri.Ui; //  .l»-<  ■"''■'a.'-I 


iV.J  oi'it  7 ll«7K  ' I..1  .'(,•(  '7  .A  -‘I  :il  iv  ->1 

■;,Vf  ftii  i'--.  '!-;  ;.:,i-,f,;r.ir.T.'a’l' 
i •■.'.-(lui.l  vli'  !o(h:,W,'>-l-<l.«« 

>R«li  o..((iiwii  vii*  .li  ->/;'!.|y.7  Iff'?-  7 ...t  I-K.U 

TolniiT  '.  jMi  /'i'Mi'.iul. -U.  >n 

• Ijiiil  ‘to  :•  tii'H) 


;;  i»r 

.v^'T 

A'lJ 

Jif:  '*  ’*'■ 

ti>r^ 

fit  ■ ■■  r 

'Mt  < 

' / v‘<f'ii5  j(ii 

i'ViV 

I',  •»  V.--- 

O-V-lwri  ftil  r '»  U’  •' 

■ ■.;  f.(!u  ■ Hu  :- 

■i*J  1'  , !:'  .i!  ^ 


t>i 


14 


AXJ^ALS  OF  SAXDY  SPRIXO. 


the  yoimg  and  happy. — 14th.  The  excitement  is  passing 
away,  and  reaction  coining  on.” 

We  may  repeat  Y'hat  was  said  in  last  year’s  history, 
that  “only  a ripple  in  the  tide  of  war  has  swept  by  Sandy 
Spring.”  A few  horses  were  taken,  but  not  so  many  as 
in  last  summer. 

I-  It  is  a Avell-known  ex}>erieuce  that  the  things  left  be- 

’ hind  after  a great  inundation,  the  slime  and  the  ugly 

crawling  creatures,  are  often  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 
flood.  The  after  effects  and  consecpiences  of  a disease 
are  sometimes  worse  tlum  the  disease  itself.  So  it  hap- 
; pened  in  our  experience  of  rebel  incursions.  A robbery 

committed  on  one  of  our  friends  while  riding  on  the  high- 
road near  the  middle  of  the  neighborhood,  some  time  near 
» the  end  of  July,  was  the  first  unpleasant  intimation  that 

person  and  jiroperty  wore  no  longer  safe  from  outrage  in 
Sandy  Spring.  On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  September, 
Ashton  store  was  robbed  of  money  and  gootks  to  a con- 
siderable amount,  the  per]H'>trators  being  rebel  guerillas, 
as  was  proved  beyond  reasonable  doubt.  One  montli 
later,  it  being  the  nigiit  uf  the  Gth  of  October,  Sandy 
Spring  M’as  invaded  by  a haml  of  eleven  guerillas,  who, 
after  threatening  to  hang  the  clerk,  broke  open  the  store 
and  helped  themselves  freely  (o  its  contents.  So  far  the 
outrages  committed  in  the  neighborhood,  the  taking  of 
horses  by  violence,  the  })illage  of  stores  and  personal 
robbery,  had  been  suliered  quietly  and  v.’itliout  resistance. 
I have  now  to  record  an  occurrence  of  different  character. 
It  is  one  so  anomalous,  so  outside  the  long  even  tenor  of 
life  at  Sandy  Spring,  that  tlie  recital  might  be  omitted  as 
being  an  exception;  'out  tlie  truth  of  iii.-te)ry  makes  an 
irresistible  claim  for  the  staleinenl  of  facts  just  as  they 
occur. 
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After  tlie  robbers  above  referred  to  had  gone  their 
^vay,  the  proprietors  of  the  store,  without  losing  much 
tijue  abont  it,  sent  for  tlie  Slieritf  of  the  county,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  pursue  and  arrest  the  perpetrators  of  the 
outrage.  Under  bis  official  sanction,  actibg  as  a j^^osse 
annifatuSy  a number  of  tlie  neighbors,  fifteen,  I believe, 
in  all,  with  the  accoutrements  required  by  the  nature  of 
the  expedition,  proceeded  in  the  track  of  the  guerillas, 
'’riiey  went  to  find  them,  anti  they  did  find  them.  What 
was  the  next  thing  they  intended  to  do  this  historian 
knows  not;  but  whatever  the  intention  may  liave  been, 
the  result  naturally  to  be  expected  actually  followed, 
homebody  was  hurt;  and,  fortunately  for  us  all,  it  was 
not  one  of  the  pursuing  party.  The  leader  of  the  gueril- 
las, in  the  act  of  charging  upon  our  party,  with  intent 
unquestionably  to  kill,  was  himself  killed.  The  rest 
lied,  it  is  ])resumable  more  through  ignorance  of  the 
force  and  character  of  their  })ursuers  than  from  any  other 
eireum-tauce.  i’art  of  the  plunder  was  recovered;  some 
horse.s  wore  ivstored  to  their  rightful  ownei-s,  and  the 
Nvlade  affair  j)as::cd  off  as  favorably  as  could  be  ex])OCied 
under  the  circumstances.  If  censure  falls  anywhere  in 
this  transaction  when  calmly  and  impartially  reviewed,  it 
should  he  limited  to  the  charge  of  imprudence.  Viewed 
in  the  best  light,  however,  it  must  be  owned  that  there 
are  other  things  in  the  annals  of  Sandy  Spring  upon 
which  we  shall  hereafter  dwell  with  higher  satisfaction 
than  upon  ‘‘the  battle  of  Itickett’s  Kun.’’ 

These  events  occurring  in  connection  with  the  stirring 
scenes  of  war  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  naturally 
directed  the  more  fiery  Sjurits  among  our  young  uum  to 
the  subject  of  ‘‘Home  Defence.”  Several  meetings  v/ere 
called  to  examine  tiiis  question,  but  after  a fair  discus- 
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sion,  the  counsels  of  prudence  and  tlie  influence  of  early 
religious  impressions  prevailed,  and  the  idea  of  an  armed 
home-<rnard  v;as  laid  aside. 

O 

This  eventful  summer  was  marked  by  the  prevalence 
of  ail  extreme  di-ought,  vliich,  however,  proved  less  hurt- 
ful to  our  interests  than  was  feared.  ]3ounteous  fall 
rains  Avent  far  to  redeem  tlie  losses  from  the  dry,  hor 
summer. 

Autumn  came  on.  'Jlie  season  had  indeed  been  a try- 
ing and  eventful  one.  label  raids,  highway  robberies, 
pillage  of  stores,  the  drought  and  the  draft  had  inflicted 
serious  injuries.  These,  the  liand  of  industry,  tlie  genial 
rain  and  sunshine,  and  the  welcome  return  of  sAveet  peace, 
Avill  soon  repair.  Jlut  far  more  serious  losses  were  noAv 
impending,  Avhich  no  human  elforts,  no  rain  or  sunshine, 
no  gentle  ]>eace,  can  ever  mitigate  or  restore.  Only  His 
hand  that  inflicted  the  Avoiiml  can  drop  the  balm. 

Our  bereavements  commenced  in  the  spring.  On  the 
30th  of  April,  Thomas  if  Stabler  was  suddenly  taken 
from  among  us.  Xo  one  in  the  neighborhood  Avas  more 
identified  with  its  history,  progress  and  character,  than 
he.  Every  house,  every  farm,  every  road,  and  esjiccially 
every  sa'c/r  room  knew  liim  ; Ibr  he  Avas  ever  reafy,  by  kind 
action  or  interesting  conversation,  to  help  or  to  entertain. 
His  clear  liead  and  warm  heart  seemed  lo  groAv  warmer 
and  brighter  to  the  last.  Contrary  to  general  ex}ierience, 
his  views  of  life  became  more  enlarged  and  liberal  as  he 
adA'anced  in  years;  and  he  Avatched  Avilh  lively  interest, 
aiding  liy  tongue  and  pen,  the  cause  of  social  progress. 
Sound  and  true  Avere  Ids  vIcavs  of  the  nature  of  tlie  great 
sirugc'h^  going  on  in  our  counriT;  the  end  of  Avidcli  lie 
predicted,  tliough  he  did  noi  live  to  see.  The  long 
funeral  train  that  folloAved  the  remains  of  Thomas  P. 
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Stabler  to  the  resting-place  he  had  provided  was  watched 
from  the  v/indow  of  a neighboring  house  by  a pale,  sweet 
invalid,  his  little  granddaughter.  Just  a week  later,  the 
earthly  remains  of  Evelyn  Stabler  were  laid  near  those  of 
her  grandfather.  She  was  taken  in  the  early  morning  of 
life,  when  only  a few  had  the  opportunity  to  mark  the 
promise  of  excellence  which  she  gave;  but  with  those 
few,  her  traits  of  solid  worth,  above  all  her  ripened  con- 
scientiousness, will  long  keep  her  memory  green. 

Shortly  after  midsummer,  an  infant,  Bertha  ^filler, 
cliild  of  Warwick  P.  and  ^lary  Miller,  struck  by  a 
strange,  sad  decline,  fell  asleep.  A month  later,  another 
babe,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sophy  Peirce,  vras  released 
from  lingering  pain. 

Thus  had  death  visited  the  extreme  points  of  the 
neighborhood,  the  Avest,  the  east  and  the  north.  Its  next 
awful  visitations  were  to  the  south  and  the  centre.  It 
had  removed  the  old  man,  the  budding  girl  and  the 
tc'uder  babe;  it  Avas  noAV  to  cut  doAvn  youthful  and 
manly  ]n-ime. 

On  the  :;18lh  of  September  died  Tarleton  Brooke,  in 
the  illst  year  of  his  age.  Of  such  as  he  avc  are  told  : 

“ He,  the  young  and  strong,  wlio  cberished 
Xoble  longings  for  t’ie  strife, 

By  the  wayside  fell  and  perished, 

Weary  with  the  march  of  life.” 

If  I know  myself,  no  word  of  eulogy  shall  ever  be 
traced  in  these  pages  which  my  conscientious  convie- 
t’ons  do  not  sanction:  bur  wlieu  a A'outh  of  noble  })ro!m'e 
is  taken  away  from  the  neighborhood,  I caniiut  fail  to  t 
it  down  among  the  most  important,  as  Avell  as  saddest 
incidents  that  go  to  constitute  our  annals. 
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November  13th  died  B.  Worthington  AVaters.  Though 
\ not  exactly  included  \vithin  the  local  limits  of  Sandy 

Spring,  the  deceased  was  so  near  and  so  intimate  with 
many  of  our  people,  it  is  deemed  jn’oper  not  to  pass  him 
by.  lie  died  in  the  prime  of  years  and  usefulness  ; leav- 
ing an  impressive  example  of  the  results  that  energy  can 
achieve  in  the  boundless  Held  of  agricultural  pursuits. 

November  20th,  Alexander  J.  Brooke,  in  the  22d  year 
of  his  age.  The  best  poet  of  America  can  best  give  an 
impression  of  his  suilerhigs  and  his  life: 

“ Ue,  the  patient  one  and  weakly, 

Who  the  cro??s  of  sulTeriiii:;  bore, 

Folded  his  pale  hands  so  meekly, 

S})akc  with  us  on  earth  no  more.” 

But  life  was  not  all  suQering  with  him.  He  had  high 
enjoyments  too.  I have  seen  his  cheeks  glow  and  his  fine 
eyes  kindle  while  exjdoring  with  eager  faculty  the  wond- 
rous mechanism  of  tiic  vegetable  and  insect  world;  and 
in  vision  I have  seen  them  brighten  with  unfading  lustre, 
impressed  with  tlie  wonders  of  that  glorious  land  which 
needs  no  microscope  to  reveal. 

November  27th.  Another  interval  of  a week,  and  witliin 
six  hours  of  one  anotlier,  two  near  neighbors,  each  a youth- 
ful husband  and  fatiicr,  are  called  away  from  the  earthly 
home  to  which  they  were  bound  by  such  ties  of  love.  The 
^ one,  Archibald  I).  Aloore,  jaissed  quietly  away  after  an 

acute  illness  of  just  three  weeks.  His  good  and  gentle  life 
Avill  long  be  held  in  tender  recollection  by  his  friends, — 
enemies  he  had  none  The  otlier,  William  Chandlee,  was 
the  victim  of  a sudden  aiid  tendlile  accident.  While 
quietly  attending  to  his  own  concerns,  interfering  with 
none,  he  was  instantly  deprived  of  consciousness,  and  soon 
of  life,  by  the  bursting  of  a gun  in  Ids  own  hands. 
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One  more  victim  of  tliis  strange,  fatal  year  ! The  vener- 
able grandfather,  the  budding  girl  and  the  babe,  tlie 
promising  youtli,  the  enc]-getic  man,  the  long-suffering  in- 
valid, tlie  youthful  husband  and  father — these,  0 Death  ! 
Avere  tliine!  But  there  .is  a still  tenderer  name  than  these 
— and  thou  Avilt  have  the  tendcrest  and  best — the  young 
Avife  and  mother — she  too  must  be  thine! 

Xovember  29th  died  Mary  H.  Brooke,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Margaret  E.  Hallowell,  Inmng  just  com- 
pleted lier  25th  year.  And  now  death’s  hand  Avas  stayed. 

What  is  tlie  use,”  does  any  one  ask,  “of  seeking  to 
revive  all  these  sad  recollections  ?”  It  appears  to  me  there 
may  be  much  use  in  it.  Here  are  Ave  sitting  where  Ave  sat 
a twelATinontli  ago,  Avlieii  all  these  Avere  as  full  of  life  as 
Ave  are  noAv,  calling  to  mind  the  Avork  of  death.  Are  Ave 
not  solemnly  bound  to  realize  the  aAvful  fact,  to  stand  face 
to  face  Avith  it,  ready  to  draAV  the  lessons  it  Avas  designed 
to  teach  ? We  luiA^e  surely  no  right  to  shrink  from  the 
contemplation. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  point  you  to  the  highest,  the  only 
ellieienl  consolation;  1 Avould  in  silence  share  it  Avith  you. 

But  there  is  another  aspect  in  AAdiich  to  vicAv  these  atilic- 
tions,  that  I may  not  pass  over.  Can  you  believe  it  Avas 
the  design  of  Providence  that  these  our  fj-iends  should 
)>erish,  all  (Avith  one  exce})tion)  so  long  before  reaching 
full  maturity  ? Is  there  not  good  reason  to  believe  that  if 
the  conditions  AA'hich  regulate  the  Avell-being  of  our  bodily 
frame  received  as  much  attention  as  so  many  less  iin]^or- 
tant  subjects,  tl)at  the  life  given  us  here  Avould  generally 
l'»e  prolonged  until  it  could  ansAver  tlie  end  for  Avhich  ide 
is  given?  We  possess  capaeiiy  to  know  and  ability  to 
practice  the  laAvs  on  AA’liich  health  depends.  iMay  these 
solemn  monitions  serve  to  conGrm  the  resolve  to  make 
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knowledge  and  practice  go  hand  in  hand!  Kememher 
that  ‘^History  is  pbilosopliy  teacliing  by  example/’  and 
to  be  \nilned  only  so  far  as  it  teacbes  us. 

The  clubs  and  other  associations -which  begin  to  distin- 
guish our  neighboi’hood  are  to  be  regarded  as  so  many 
wheels  in  the  machinery  of  social  progress  ; and  from  the 
way  in  whicli  they  have  been  kept  running  during  the  past 
year,  we  may  hope  that  our  progress  has  been  good.  The 
exclusively  masculine  club,  the  exclusively  feminine  asso- 
ciation, and  the  Literary  Association,  which  so  gracefully 
mingles  the  two,  have  nourished  with  unabated  vigor  and 
interest.  The  norticultural  maij  become,  if  it  live  a year 
or  two  longer^  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  Lyceum,  at  once  tlie  focus  and  crown  of  our  literary 
and  intellectual  activity,  certainly  appears  to  have  lost  none 
of  its  interest.  Lears  have  been  ex})resscd  lest  the  minds 
of  our  people  should  lie  worked  up  to  a high  pitch  of 
excitement  by  this  **  dangerous'’  novelty.  No  just  grounds 
for  such  apprehension  are  perceived  by  this  historian. 

Our  roads  are  improving.  1 had  hoped  that  the  Sandy' 
Spring  Pike  would  merit  a decided  inilf;  but  unfortunately, 
the  recent  condition  of  one  section  does  not  admit  of  such 
praise;  it  will  have  to  wait  until  next  }'ear.  Perhaps  the 
commencement  of  another  sort  of  road  may  then  be 
chronicled. 

It  is  altogether  in  order,  I am  sure,  to  mention  that 
marriages  have  taken  })lace  this  year  in  our  commu- 
nity to  the  number  of  three.  The  immediate  effect  has 
been  that  we  lose  one  tine  woman  and  gain  another,  being 
kept  even  so  far.  Also  eight  have  been  added  looiir  infan- 
tile poj)ulation,  hi  iiig  iliive  hoy.-  and  five  giids. 

In  conclusion,  it  st'cms  ju’oper  to  make  tiie  iiupiiry  by 
weigldng  our  losses  and  gains, — have  w'c,  as  a community, 
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or  have  ve  not,  made  progress  during  the  year?  A sad 
weight  is  thrown  into  the  negative  scale  by  tlie  removal 
into  another  sphere  of  so  many  valuable  members  of  society. 
What  counterpoise  can  we  place  on  the  opposite  side? 
Even  in  poiiU  of  numbers  we  have  lost.  Are  Ave  entitled 
to  throw  into  the  scale  a few  acres  of  land  impi’oved,  a few. 
investments  in  stocks,  ora  multitude  of  greenbacks?  I 
fear  their  AveigEt  Avould  be  insigniticant  in  such  a scale. 

We  can  add  some  sIioav  of  mental  activity — that  is  Avell: 
son.  3 Avorks  of  pvactical  beneA'olence — that  is  better.  But 
Ave  are  still  obliged  to  confess  that  the  balance  sheet  is 
against  us,  unless  Ave  may  claim  that  our  grief  fur  the  dead 
has  increased  our  tenderness  for  the  living;  unless  the 
Avondroiis  thread  of  blessings  and  aftlictions  Avoven  and 
mingled  together  in  this  past  year  has  served  to  di’aw 
closer  tlie  bands  of  good  fellowship  and  social  union. 

United  Ave  stand — divided  Ave  fall. 


ClTArTEH  III. 

Ending  4th  Month  7th,  180G. 

Tanie  annals,  best,  oC  a quiet  local  character — Unanimity  of  views-- 
The  conservative  element  prevalent  — The  peace  celebration  — 
Lincoln  niourning  — 'Wlieat  crop  declifiing — ^ irorticultural  Kx- 
liihition  — The  Club  Junior  — Sorghum  manufacture  — CIo"'e  of 
Fair  Hill  boanling  School — Oj)ening  of  James  S.  hfalloweirs — 
New  Public  Scliool  System  — Colored  Scliool  by  Mrs.  Clarke  — 
Marriages  numerous  after  the  war  — Six  in  oiic  year  — Coat  rasted 
with  the  dcallis,  tlie  rate  of  the  latter  too  large. 

••'Blessed  is  tlie  natiun  tliat  has  no  liistory,'’ 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  Avritors  of  Europe.  I 
pcse  Avliat  is  true  of  nations  is  capially  true  of  neighbor- 
buods. 
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But  the  history  referred  to  by  that  writer  was  of  the 
sort  that  usually  goes  by  the  name;  a record  of  exciting 
events,  mostly  Ccdamitics;  of  wars,  with  their  battles  and 
sieges;  of  the  cveribrow  of  one  tyrant,  and  the  climbing  to 
Ills  tliione  by  another,  up  steps  gory  with  blood.  The 
less  of  such  history  the  better. 

In  this  sense  the  neighborhood  annals  of  the  past  year 
compared  wilii  the  preceding,  are  necessarily  tame. 

The  year  hacl,  liowever,  a very  animating  commence- 
mert.  On  the  evening  of  our  last  annual  meeting,  just 
one  year  ago,  the  uimouncfunent  was  made  to  us  from  the 
chair,  and  received  with  tumultuous  cheering,  that  the 
Kational  troops  liad  on  that  very  morning  taken  cpiiet 
possession  of  the  Confederate  Cai)ital.  Events  of  most 
exciting  character  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession 
for  a few  brief  weeks,  and  then  tlie  great  rebellion  passed 
into  history;  but  not  into  this  one.  Our  affairs  are  of  a 
local,  not  a national  character.  Only  as  public  events 
affect  directly  the  situation  and  welfare  of  this  little  com- 
munity, tending  to  inlluence  its  progress,  do  they  become 
proper  material  for  the  prLsent  historical  sketch.  Our 
connection  has  been  for  the  past  few  years  of  a close  kind. 
We  have  been  both  an  adh'e  and  a passive  party,  through 
the  late  tremendous  civil  convulsion.  In  making  up  a 
summary  of  the  parts  thus  performed,  it  seems  proper  to 
acknowledge  on  the  one  hand,  that  our  sufferings  have 
been  comparanvely  liglit  and  trivial,  with  a great  balance 
of  gratitude  due  for  our  preservation;  and  on  the  other, 
we  have  a right  to  enjoy  the  consciousness  that  our  ex- 
ertions and  sacrihees,  though  insignificant  vrhen  compared 
with  those  of  .'<11110  otlu-r  communities,  were  yet  mainly  on 
the  right  side;  that  we  did  not  stand  neutral  or  lukewarm 
ill  a conflict  where  such  transcendent  principles  were  in- 
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\olved,  but  with  a concert  of  action  araonnting  nearly  to 
unanimity,  oiir  ^yhole  neigliborhood  gave  its  influence  by 
tongue  and  pen  and  vote,  by  hands  and  purse,  to  aid  the 
cause  approved  by  our  highest  convictions  of  right  and 
truth. 

This  near  approacli  to  unanimity  among  us  on  the 
great  question  of  the  age  appears  to  me  as  a matter  of  just 
satisfliction.  AVe  have  disciples  here  with  widely  diverg- 
ing d octrines.  Radicals  and  conservatives,  eacli  with  very 
deci(  ed  opinions,  are  to  be  found  among  us;  although  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  the  conservative  element  has 
always  ])redominated  at  Sandy  Spring.  But  in  our  coun- 
ti-y's  extremity,  the  conservatives  saw  that  the  very  founda- 
tions of  government  were  assailed,  and  naturally  rallied  to 
the  support  of  law  and  order;  while  the  radicals  beheld  in 
ihe  success  of  the  National  cause  the  triumph  of  their 
own  cherished  principles.  Both  earnestly  desired  peace: 
all  came  together  and  joined  with  enthusiasm  in  the  re- 
joi'-ifigs  that  signalized  the  close  of  tlie  contest.  On  the 
evL*:iing  of  the  12th  of  that  eventful  month  of  April,  this 
hyreum  building  saw  anotlier  sight  than  any  it  had  yet 
witnes-ed — yes,  sau\  looked  out  into  the  night  with  a 
hundred  burning  eyes,  while  the  interior  resounded  with 
} Means  for  union  and  peace  ! 

Wdien  the  Nation’s  birthday  returned  there  was 
anotlier  successful  celebration,  somewhat  unusual  in  this 
special  locality,  but  justified  by  the  extraordinary,  the 
transcendent  occasion.  As  our  people  were  one  with  tlie 
other  loyal  people  of  the  land  in  their  joy,  so  were  they  one 
in  tnuuniina.  ddiere  were  few  places  where  the  tid.ings  of 
Rivsident  Idncoln's  assassinaiion  produced  such  chilling 
horror,  such  sincere  grief. 

Equally  indiflereiit  to  our  joy  and  our  loss,  the  months 
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moved  on.  In  tlie  fields  the  season  was  an  umisually  early 
one,  and  our  farmers  rejoiced  in  the  bountiful  promises  of 
the  spring.  The  summer  and  autumn  fulfilled  these 
promises,  with  -two  notable  exceptions.  The  important 
crop  of  wlieat,  which  had  been  clecliniiig  in  our  neighbor- 
hood for  several  years,  readied  what  is  to  be  hoped  will  be 
the  lowest  point  of  production,  in  an  average  of  eight  to 
ten  bushels  per  acre.  The  apple,  most  valuable  of  fruits, 
V'as  also  a remarhable  failure.  As  to  the  prodiictiveuess 
oAhe  season  in  other  fruits,  in  garden  vegetables,  in  corn 
and  grass,  some  evideuce-wns  afibrded  by  a Horticultural 
Exliibition,  or  miniature  Agricultural  Fair,  lield  on  the 
IGth  of  September,  in  this  building.  For  a first  attempt 
it  Avas  regarded  as  a decided  success,  and  well  Avorthy  of 
being  repeated.  If  this  very  creditable  alfair  is  to  be  con- 
sidered an  ouigroAvth  and  ]U’actical  result  of  the  Horti- 
cultural Society,  Avhose  establishment  and  progi'ess  are 
noted  in  our  two  ])receding  chajiters,  the  enterprising 
young  institution  may  aspire  to  an  honorable  place  among 
the  beneficial  associations  Avith  Avhich  the  neighborhood 
is  so  liighly  favored.  In  this  connection,  your  historian 
could  not  think  (_>f  jrissing  <uer  Avithout  respectful  notice 
the  birth  of  a new  agricultural  society — The  Club 
Junior,”  as  it  is  termed  in  the  absence  of  a dislineliA'e 
epithet.  We  anticit'ate  a rich  harvest  of  usefulness  from 
this  ncAV  enterjU'ise,  }»ro})ortioned  to  the  zeal  and  energy, 
and  (I  liope  Ave  shall  be  able  to  a.dd)  the  constancy  and 
perseverance  of  our  younger  brethren  in  agriculture. 

Before  leaving  the  sul)jects  that  coiicern  us  so  nearlv  as 
farmerg  avo  have  in  note  (In.-  ( U ahli dimeiil  of  tlie  .mann- 
facture  sorgiiiim.  About  JoU-o  galiens  were,  made 
during  tlie  year,  and  growers  ami  manufacturers  both 
eeem  to  regard  the  enterprise  iliiis  far  as  being  a success, 
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An  event  or-curred  during  the  suminer  which  was  oi' 
interest  to  several  fajnilies.  I refer  to  tlie  final  close  of 
Fair  Hill  Boarding  School,  and  the  sale  of  the  property 
to  a private  individual,  after  liaving  been  for  nearly  half  a 
century  in  charge  of  the  Baltimore  Yearly  Electing  of 
Friends.  Thai  building  has  not  been  witliout  its  history. 
Behveen  seven  and  eight  hundred  young  persons,  prin- 
cipally females,  Avere  scholars  there.  Scattered  widely 
over  the  tAvo  adjoining  States,  they  doubtless  retain  varied 
\vt  vivid  recollections  of  tlie  period  passed  under  the  old 
roof,  which  would  furnish  ample  materials  for  many  a 
lively  story,  destined  probably  to  remain  unwritten. 

One  “boarding  school  for  girls Avas  closed;  another 
Avas  opened  by  James  S.  IlalloAvell,  at  Fulford,  during  the 
year,  under  reasonably  faA'orable  auspices. 

In  connection  Avith  this  subject  it  is  proper  to  menlinn 
that  the  ncAv  system  of  public  schools,  inaugurated  in  our 
State  under  the  new  Constitution,  Avas  at  once  introduce<l 
into  our  neighborhood. 

In  regard  to  this  important  subject,  it  is  Avell  for  us  to 
remind  ourselves  that  t’ne  grand  object  and  ultimate'  aiiii 
of  this  vital  institution  is  to  level  upwards,  d'heivfmv, 
if  any  community  (such  as  ours  for  instance)  shall  con- 
sider that  it  is  not  much  benefited  at  tirsi,  it  may  be  con- 
soled by  the  self-com])lacent  idea  that  the  high  ])osition 
it  occupies  has  not  yet  been  reached  by  the  swelling  title, 
]»erceptilde  only  on  arcrarje  elevations.  But  the  tide  i' 
swelling,  and  Avill  reach  even  them.  Let  us  be  patient: 
the  beneficial  Ava'ce  of  intellectual  light  ever  rises,  and  can 
know  no  ebb.  “ For  God  Himself  is  Liglit!  ” 

Another  school  wms  c-rganiz'-d  in  the  ii^ig]iborii''('d 
during  the  jiresent  year,  altogether  as  successful,  ami 
probably  quite  as  useful  as  the  preceding.  A school  tor 
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colored  people  was  no  new  thing  in  onr  neighborhood ; 
and  though  the  aitejnpt  to  keep  it  up  was  often  interrupted 
and  the  school  dispersed  by  violence  under  color  of  law, 
it  served  among  sundry  other  causes  to  attract  and  retain 
the  more  valuable  class  of  operatives.  Viewed  in  a merely 
material  and  selhsh  light,  it  was  a benefit  to  us  all. 

These  advantages,  and  many  more  of  a much  higher 
character,  have  been  secured  and  confirmed  by  the  truly 
admirable  teaching  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  the  lady  who  under- 
took the  arduous  task  of  conducting  the  present  colored 
school,  situated  in  a spot  that  has  borne  the  name  of 
‘‘Sharp  Street.’’  Every  person  who  is  willing  to  visit 
there,  and  to  give  full  play  to  the  instincts  of  reason, 
justice  and  humanity,  while  listening  to  the  exercises, 
must  echo  with  honest  enthusiasm  the  beautiful  couplet 
they  fondly  sing — 

“ Long  may  our  laud  be  bnght 
With  freedoijfs  lioly  liglit ! ” 

Change  we  now  the  theme!  “To  heavenly  themes 
diviner  strains  belong.”  The  events  now  to  be  recorded 
demand  a pen  of  rosewood  and  the  juice  of  roses  for  ink. 
Would  that  I might  command  laugiiage  llowery  enough 
to  describe  tlie  incidents  for  wliich  this  year  of  grace, 
judged  by  the  emotions  of  many  of  our  young  friends,  was 
especially  made.  I keep,  hoM'ever,  to  tlic  simple  facts, 
and  refer  yon  to  a certain  evening,  still  fresh  in  your 
recollection,  when  at  a inoeting  of  tlie  latcrary  Society  it 
was  found  nearly  impossible  to  fix  a time  for  the  next 
meetinc:,  at  which  somcl)odv  or  other  was  not  croing  to  be 
married ! 

Certainly  there  was  never  in  our  neighborhood  such  a 
revival  of  the  matrimonial  spirit  during  any  year  that  I 
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ANKALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


liave  known  it.  The  parties  waited  so  appropriately  for 
tfiis  year  of  pease  and  union,  thus  adding  to  life's 
I'riglitest  charm  its  crowning  grace. 

Six  weddings  in  one  year  in  our  small  circle  sliow  pro- 
greSvS  indeed.  The  coming  of  the  most  important  event 
in  life  to  at  icast  twelve  persons  leads  naturally  to  otiier 
!naterial  improvements.  The  bird  must  have  its  cage, 
either  newly  made  or  enlarged;  thus  several  comfortable 
: ddiiions  have  been  procured  to  the  homes  of  Sandy 
S ring. 

It  seems  an  abrupt  transition,  yet  one  frequently  made 
in  this  v/orld,  to  pass  from  the  marriage  altar  to  the 
tom).)*,  from  the  commencement  of  life’s  serious  cares  and 
duties,  to  the  place  of  never-ending  rest.  Two  sweet 
.stanzas  express  the  peculiar  contrast: 

“I  saw  two  maids  at  the  kirk, 

And  ]>ot]'.were  fair  and  sweet — 

Otic  in  her  ^'eddin^  robe, 

And  one  in  Iter  winding-sheet. 

One,  on  Uic  morrow,  woke 
111  a world  of  sin  and  pain  ; 
lint  tlie  other  was  happier  far. 

And  never  woke  again.” 

This  page  of  our  record  is  again  filled  with  many 
names.  On  the  24th  of  August  died  Elizabeth  Briggs. 
After  nearly  two  years  of  severe  illness  she  })assed  very 
(piietly  away.  In  patience,  in  meekness,  and  all  the 
mild,  unobtrustee  virtues  that  diffuse  their  light  roumi 
ihe  ilomestie  heartli,  her  character  was  peculiarly  blo-a-aMl. 
A sportive  fancy  and  playfiii  liuinor,  aniasing  a.ll  an*! 
hurting  none,  were  remarked  by  those  ivlio  knew  lier  besn 
t)f  such  as  she  wc  do  not  need  to  say  ‘-peace  be  with 
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them  ! ” for  their  lives  are  vljolly  peace.  A moiitli  later, 
a fine,  hlooinii.g  ciiild  ’was  taken  away  fi-oni  parents  Avho 
had  already  experienced  the  criisliing  bereaA*einent. 
Clarkson  Stabler  died  the  22d  of  September.  Too  young 
to  have  made  a permanent  imjiression  outside  the  circle 
of  his  immediate  friends>  it  seems  to  others  a void  easily 
filled,  but  to  the  parents  tliat  void  is  deep  in  proportion 
to  the  narrow  space  Avhich  the  little  life  filled.  It  Avas  a 
lovely  afternoon  of  the  11  lb  of  October,  just  Avhen  the 
fading  graces  of  autumn  tlusli  tlie  dying  year,  that  the 
sweet,  pure  spirit  of  a young  girl  Avas  rendered  back  to 
God  Avho  gave  it.  Isabella  Stabhw  Avas  in  her  iSth  year. 
To  minds  concerned  only  in  the  things  of  earth,  such  a 
bereavement  is  utterly  overwhelming  and  irreparable. 
There  Avas  everything  about  her  to  giA’e  satisfaction  to 
the  present  and  ]>romise  for  the  future.  Tavored  by  per- 
sonal attractions,  and  in  th;  fairer  charms  of  an  amiable 
disposition,  she  possessed  a mind  earnestly  draAvn  to  the 
pursuit  of  knoAs'ledge.  All  these  gifts  and  graces  Avere 
reft  at  one  blowu  Xay,  not  Avholiy  reft ; they  live  still  in 
the  memory  of  Iter  friends,  Avho  cherish  fondly  the  tender 
recollection,  admonishing  them, 

‘'Though  'tis  an  awful  thing  to  die,” 

(’Twas  even  to  her), 

” v('t,  the  dreatl  patli  oiico  tuKl, 
Heaven  lifts  its  everlasting  portals  high, 

And  bids  the  pr.re  in  heai  t behold  their  (bxl.” 

Only  four  days  later,  Timothy  Kirk  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  87.  11  is  active  years  had  been  spent  in  another 

]>art  (if  the  eniiutry,  but  Ids  ctmsiectioii  ith  :i  valued 
brother  and  a beloved  sister,  l)otli  jtassed  aAvay  from 
among  ns  a few  years  tigo,  served  also  to  dniAv  him  near. 
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A monlli  later,  on  the  21st  of  Xoveniber,  having  also 
reached  a very  advanced  age,  Martha  Tliomas,  mother  of 
Edward,  M^illiam  Jolin,  and  Sanuie]  P.  Thomas,  closed  a 
quiet  and  gentle  life  by  a peaceful  deatli.  It  was  remarked 
by  one  who  looked  upon  her  calm  brow,  ‘‘stamped  with 
everlasting  ])eace,”  that  the  transition  to  another  life, 
often  so  abrupt,  was  in  her  case  easy  and  natural,  as  if 
“the  gates  opened  of  themselves.” 

Mhen  the  ne\v  year  came,  death  returned  to  find 
his  victims  among  the  young.  In  the  early  morning 
of  the  18th  of  March,  Edward  S.  Ilallowell  yielded 
u}i  a life  most  dear  and  precious.  His  worth  was 
known  and  appieciated  outside  the  home  circle,  in 
which  it  was  felt  with  such  peculiar  regard.  He  was 
a good  boy:  he  performed  well  and  faithfully  his  part 
while  lie  lived;  his  short  career  was  speedily  accom- 
})lishcd,  we  shaP^.see  him  here  no  more.  Cold  indeed 
must  become  the  hearts  of  our  young  people,  and  wliolly 
devoted  their  minds  to  gathering  the  sordid  gear  or  to  ila- 
perishing  jileasures  of  earth,  if  they  fail  to  keep  green  the 
memories  of  Isabella  Stabler  and  Edward  Ilallowell. 
Another  victim  still.  We  are  even  now  just  return<'t{ 
from  following  to  their  last  resting-place  the  remains  of 
Annie  iMoore.  The  little  darling  of  a young  widowed 
motlier  was  soon  called  to  climb  to  the  abode  of  the  othei- 
jKirent,  Archibald  INFoore,  whose  early  removal  was  chron- 
icled in  a preceding  ]>age.  In  gazing  on  the  little  fam'  of 
the  dead  a few  hours  ago,  we  could  not  but  I’emark  th.at 
it  was  the  most  beautiful  one  in  the  whole  assenihly. 
How  ju.^tly  may  we  ask,  if  death  is  so  beautiful,  If  tin* 
S}»irit  in  parting  leaves  such  a celestial  impress  oij  ilu' 
clay,  why  should  we  regard  the  mortal  stroke  with  >o 
much  horror ‘r 
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Turning  r»OY  from  tender  sentiment  to  sober  fact,  it 
may  be  Vv'ell  to  remark  that  in  the  past  three  years  we 
have  recorded  the  deatl)s  of  23  persons.  Our  neighbor- 
hood'’ is  a rather  tincertain  tract  of  country,  tlie  lines  are 
not  determined  v/ith  such  precision  as  to  justify  reliable 
mortuary  statistics.  But  your  historian  having  some  ex- 
jrerience  in  that  department  of  business,  and  being  deeply 
interested  in  the  results  wliich  can  fairly  be  drawn  from 
such  facts  as  we  can  depend  upon,  will  venture  to  add 
to  this  Chapter  the  following  conclusions : 

The  annual  death  rate  for  the  three  periods  must 
amount  to  1 in  45,  or  Ihereabout.  Now  this  mortality  is 
far  above  the  rate  found  to  prevail  in  our  whole  country. 
Here  is  a serious  fact  whicli  we  are  called  upon  to  face. 
Can  it  be  that  life  in  Sandy  Spring  is  really  less  secure 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  United  States?  You  do  not  believe 
that — neither  do  I , 

We  must  fall  upon  more  precise  statistics  if  these 
historical  sketches  are  continued. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Ending  4th  AIonth  1st,  1867. 

Invitation  to  assist  the  historian  — Farm  improvements  — Potatoes 
h*egimiing  to  be  largely  grown  — Croaking  for  drought  — heat 
almost  ceased  to  be  a staple  crop,  yet  the  drought  was  reliex  ed 
by  inuudatmg  hoods  — Life  of  the  clubs,  with  a S|.)ice  of  rivalry 
— The  Horticultural  sup|,)orted  by  the  ladies’  Imnds  excels  — 
The  mcr<;aiitile  interest  — Sorghum  — “Sandy  Spring  Branch 
Tunipike  ” incorporated  with  the  main  stem  — Tollgatc  at  A"^h- 
ton  — First  appearance  of  railroad  engineers  — Ijyceum  [km-cIi 
— Professor  of  elocution  appreciated  — The  Litemry  Society 
less  lively  — New  Debating  Society  — Newspapers  suggested 
without  success  — The  schools  really  prosperous  — IM'arriages 
less  so  (as  to  numbers)  — Interesting  facts  relating  to  some  of 
the  deceased  — Warning  against  “ the  busy  tongue.” 

You  are  again  invited  to  stop  for  a few  moments  the 
rolling  wheel  of  time,  and  consider  attentively  what  its 
last  Tevoluiion  has  brought  and  taken  from  ns. 

How  many  of  you,  allow  me  to  ask,  cun  at  once  recall  a 
.rnnnber  of  occurrences  of  the  past  year  wliich  might 
j>rofK?rly  constitute  material  for  neighborhood  liistoryi' 
.My  annual  task  would  be  mucli  lightened,  as  well  as 
rendered  more  valuable  and  interesting,  if  several  persons 
among  you  would  keep  a record  of  such  events  as  each 
one  might  consider  of  the  most  general  interest,  sulfering 
me  to  draw  thence  tlie  materials  thus  gatliered  together. 

In  the  absence  of  such  lielp,  I proceed  to  transfer  from 
my  own  brief  notes  a few  leading  inciilents,  accom|uu!yinc: 
tl)em  witli  such  remarks  and  ivilections  as  tiiey  natu rally 
suggest. 

As  tills  neigliborhood  constitutes  a commnnity  engaged 
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mainly  in  agricultural  pui'suits  (althougli  depreciating 
remarks  have  occasionally  been  made  to  the  contrary),  we 
will  first  take  uj>  the  farming  operations  of  the  year. 
These  commenced  last  spring  in  a lively  manner.  The 
spirit  of  improvement  was  exhibited  in  the  clearing  up  of 
grounds  and  fencing  them  in,  a larger  amount  being  done 
than  usual. 

A full  spring  crop  was  put  in,  especially  of  potatoes; 
at  least  200  bushels  being  phnited  by  tlie  members  of  tlie 
two  Clubs  alone.  *As  the  season  advanced,  a drought  of 
unusual  severity  for  the  spring  of  the  year  set  in,  and  a 
corresponding  amount  of  the  inevitable  croaking  was  an 
accompaniment.  ‘^The  grass  crop  Avas  gone,  that,  was  a 
certainty.”  Potatoes  depend  entirely  on  liaving  sufficient 
moisture — “our  200  bushels  of  seed  would  almost  have  fed 
us,”  and  so  on.  And  h.ow  did  it  turn  out?  Why,  just  as 
it  generally  ^loes.  Some  crops  were  unusually  good, 
especially  Avas  tliis  tlie  case  Avith  corn  and  piotatoes,  Avhile 
others  Avere  only  moderate.  'I'he  liay  crop  Avas  consider- 
ably sliortened,  also  tlie  wheat  e.\copt  with  a fcAv  favored 
individuals;  but  wheat  has  almost  ceased  to  be  a staple 
crop.  That  drought  Avas  succeeded  by  abundant  rains — 
bountiful  rains  — almost  jnundating  Hoods.  Probably 
tons  of  the  most  fertile  particles  of  our  soil  are  carried  off 
to  feed  the  lishes.  Yet  judging  from  the  unusually  fine 
appearance  so  far  of  the  wlieat  this  s})ring,  there  must  be 
a good  deal  left  in  the  lields  stilL 

As  the  question  is  even ‘now  being  agitated,  OAving  to 
the  quantity  of  moisture  in  the  ground,  resulting  from 
the  alniudance  of  fertilizing  snows,  Avhether  it  will  be 
jiossibie  to  getthruiigli  Avitii  tiic  necessary  farm  work,  it  is 
Avell  for  us  to  be  reminded  that  it  has  often  been  Just  so 
hcforc,  onlv  “ rnore  so."  And  tliat  “while  the  earth 
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enduretb,  seed  time  and  liarvest,  and  summer  and  winter, 
and  day  and  night,  shall  not  cease.’’ 

The  farming  interests  of  the  neighborhood  may  thus  be 
regarded  as  having  been  fully  sustained.  The  Club,  and 
its  off-shoot,  the  Junior  Club,  which  promises  to  surpass 
its  parent  in  )-espect  of  actiyity  and  energy  (as  indeed  it 
sliould  : we  are  not  jealous  of  our  sons,  the  more  they  excel 
us  tl]e  prouder  we  shall  be),  these  institutions  and  the 
interest  by  which  tliey  are  sustained  serve  as  a gauge 
Av'liereby  to  measure  tlie  condition  of  agriculture  among 
us  ; because  they  measure  the  spirit,  the  life,  out  of  Avliicli 
all  real  improvement  must  grow. 

In  this  connection  it  is  a pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
Horticultural  Society  as  a very  important  adjunct  to  the 
two  Clubs,  chiefly  because  the  ladies  can  join  hands  and 
add  their  direct  intluence  to  the  great  work  of  making 
motlier  earth  do  her  best  for  us  in  every  Avay.  A second 
highly  successful  exhibition  of  A’egetables,  fruits  and 
fioAvers  lield  last  fall,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  placing 
‘Mhe  Horticultural  ” among  the  leading  associations  of 
the  neighborhood.  Is  there  room  for  another?  Not  if  it 
would  be  compelled  to  arrogate  the  title  of  “‘Junior”! 

Hext  to  the  agricultural  interest,  Avhat  comes  second 
in  Sandy  Spring?  Is  it  the  mercantile?  This  is  an 
interest  of  considerable  magnitude  both  for  I)uyers  and 
sellers.  The  business  done  in  tliis  is  also  one  of  the 
g.auges  to  estimate  the  material  ]U’osperity  of  a communily : 
but  being  placed  rather  out  of  sight,  certainly  out  of  tlie 
reach  of  your  historian,  he  is  unable  to  report  Avhether  the 
year’s  transactions  sliow  advance  or  recession.  Jlie  manu- 
facturing interest  represented  in  the  sorghum  niiii  was 
apparently  ])rosperous,  looking  to  the  amount  of  sAveets 
produced  last  fall ; but  liere  too  I am  unable  to  say 
Avliother  the  bulls  or  tlie  bears  have  it. 
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The  social,  literary?  RRcl  other  higher  interests  remain  to 
be  looked  into.  But,  first  it  is  necessary  to  complete  the 
history  of  one  of  the  important  enterprises  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, wliich  has-been  referred  to  in  each  previous  chapter 
of  our  history,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  hereafter  be 
dismissed  from  its  pages.  The  Sandy  Spring  Branch  Turn- 
pike was  consolidated  with  the  main  stem,  and  our  com- 
munity thus  relieved  from  its  cliarge.  This  transfer  was 
attended  with  a circumstance  which  at  first  produced  some 
excitement.  One  fine  morning  last  summer  the  peaceful 
travellers  along  the  road  were  startled  by  the  apparition 
of  a toll-gato  at  Ashton.  It  was  no  shadowy  ghost,  but  a 
substantial  reality,  one  of  the  sort  whicli  people  rarely  like 
to  face,  that  is  at  first,  and  until  they  become  accustomed 
to  it.  The  original  managers  of  our  branch  road  had  not 
achieved  a great  deal  of  popularity ; they  were  frequently 
blamed  for  being  too  slow  and  inefficient:  now  the  com- 
plaining  parties,  viewing  this  unexpected  obstruction,  were 
waked  up  to  iiml  king  Stork  worse  than  king  Log.  How- 
ever, our  people  are  always  willing  to  pay  for  any  real 
improvement;  and  if  tlie  road  continues  to  receive  the 
attention  which  the  manager  of  tlie  main  stem  lias  so  far 
given  it,  there  is  no  doubt  we  shall  soon  come  to  look 
even  upon  a toll-gate  as  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  neigh- 
borhood . 

The  presence  of  some  railroad  engineers  in  tlie  early 
part  of  the  winter,  and  their  promise  to  continue  the 
survey  in  this  vicinity,  produced  for  a time  a pleasing  ex- 
citement. Tlie  immediate  prospect  of  getting  a railroad 
seems  to  he  moderat.cdy  fair.  It  lias  bev-n  pi’onouneed  on 
high  aiitliority  •‘•'oaly  a qr.csiioii  uf  tinuL’ (!)  I should 
like  very  much  to  know  whctiier  Chapter  V,  \'I,  or  a 
still  later  one  of  this  history,  will  chronicle  the  first  ar- 
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rival  of  the  steam-horse  over  our  classic  ways;  now,  alas! 
one  deep  gulf  of  mud. 

louring  the  past  year,  our  L-yceum  Hall  has  been  im- 
j)roved  and  ornamented  by  the  addition  of  a fine  com- 
modious porch  ; which  is  nearly  or  cpiite  paid  for.  This 
great  external  improvement  would  be  glory  enough  for 
one  year,  even  if  there  were  a slight  hilling  off  in  tlic 
arrangements  for  affording  entertainment  and  instruction 
within  the  hall.  The  season  and  the  roads  have  been  very 
unfavorable;  but  it  is  believed  tliere  is  no  just  ground  for 
complaint  in  relation  to  the  uses  made  of  this  important 
building.  An  extraordinary  course  of  readings  for  the 
benefit  of  the  library  had  decided  success  last  summer. 
It  was  followed  by  a mo]*e  artistic  display  from  a dis- 
tinguished Professor  of  elocutioi],  meeting  with  an  admir- 
ing and  generous  support ; which  showed  the  appreciative 
^character  of  the  people,  as  well  as  their  readiness  ‘‘to  go 
off*’  into  the  heroic  vein. 

The  literary  society  continued  its  regular  meetings. 
Some  indications  of  a lack  of  interest  gave  rise  to  a fear 
that  the  society  might  be  dying  out,  but  at  a subsequent 
meeting  the  interest  flamed  up  again.  It  may  be  c<.m- 
sidered  in  a less  flourishing  condition  than  at  some  former 
periods  of  its  history  ; but  there  is  no  reason  for  despair- 
ing of  its  life.  Perhaps  there  needs  an  infusion  of  fresh 
blood,  perliaps  it  wants  cooking  over  in  some  particulars  ; 
the  meat,  the  stuff  is  here.  A lively  impression  of  tlio 
void  which  would  be  left  by  the  extinction  of  these  p-leasant 
reunions  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  renovate  and  })rcserve 
them  in  vigorous  health  and  iii'.  fading  lustre. 

A new  Itebating  ffociety  nun>t  be  numbered  among  ih'-' 
improving  institutions  of  the  season.  It  is  thought  to 
awaken  an  interest  for  arginnentative.'liscussion. 
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A projected  iindertakirjg  'which  'was  not  carried  into 
execution,  promised  at  one  time  to  add  a very  important 
institution  to  the  nnmher  of  those  whieli  have  stirred  up 
our  neigh boriiood.  Tliis  vras  nothing  less  tlian  tlie  scheme 
of  establish ing  a newspaper.  iMany  favoring  opinions  and 
good  wishes  M’ere  ex})ressed  for  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise ; but  after  due  deliberation  it  was  prudently  aban- 
doned. 

The  schools  luive  been  for  the  most  part  flourishing. 
In  last  year’s  historical  sketcli,  the  hoj)C  was  held  out  that 
‘‘  the  swelling  tide  of  public  instruction  ” might  rise  sufFi- 
ciently  high  to  reach  tlie  sliores  of  the  Athens  of  Mont- 
gomery County,”  as  some  persons  have  dared  to  call  it. 
The  success  of  tlie  Sandy  Spi’ing  School  the  }>resent  year 
seems  to  justify  tliat  prediction  : its  numbers,  no  longer  to 
be  contained  witliin  former  limits,  flowed  out  into  a wing 
attached  to  the  building.  . 

^ The  colored  school  continues  to  deserve  all  that  was 
said  of  it  last  year.  '’J’hat  ]>eople  with  their  prosperous 
school,  their  flne  new  church  and  certain  other  prospec- 
tive privileges,  are  surely  trying  for  “the  third  story  of 
Noah’s  Ark,”  to  use  an  expression  of  one  of  their 
preacliers.  The  voice  of  this  community  is,  I am  sure, 
“let  'em  up”  as  high  as  tliey  have  capacity  to  climb,  by 
the  aid  of  education,  religion  and  eternal  justice. 

After  the  extraordinaiT  performances  of  our  young 
people,  the  last  year,  in  the  matrimonial  line,  as  duly 
recorded  in  Cha})tcr  111,  it  is  not  surjnri&ing  that  one 
solemnization  only  of  this  most  interesting  event  in  tlie 
life  of  num  sliould  be  all  tliat  we  have  to  note  in  this 
place.  Our  record  of  maiTia„e/s  so  far  dands  iliiis:- 
Chapter  1,  one  marriage;  11,  three  man’iages ; III,  six 
marriages:  l\\  ong  juarriage. 
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Historians  find  it  bard  to  keep  wholly  to  the  past  with- 
out venturing  even  a glance  to  the  future: 

“ Ilcaveii  from  all  creatures  hides  the  book  of  fate, 

All  but  the  page  prescribed,  the  jn-esent  date.'’ 

IIa])py,  happy  for  us  that  it  is  sol  AYe  know  that  the 
revolving  wheel  of  time  drops  from  its  circumference 
each  year  one  person  after  another,  till  all  that  once  lived 
he  gone.  Wlio  is  to  go,  and  who  to  stay  a little  longer  \ 
But  of  that  we  know  nothing. 

AYhiie  every  inducement  that  can  operate  on  a sound 
mind  and  heart  should  make  us  value  the  friends  wlio 
are  left  us  a little  longer,  there  is  also  a powerful  motive 
to  cherish  the  memory  of  those  that  have  departed.  To 
feel  tliat  the  neighborhood  dead  are  owrsl  Ours,  by  the 
remembrance  of  every  kind  act  done  by  them;  ours,  by 
thought  of  every  kindness  which  we  might  licivc  sliown 
foward  tliem,  yet  did  not;  ours,  by  the  liope  to  meet 
again. 

In  the  record  of  deatlis  the  present  year  we  firul  two 
little  children  in.  one  family,  Caroline  F.  and  Henry  II. 
Moore,  the  former  on  the  13th  of  April,  the  latter  the 
11th  of  February!  In  the  family  of  .Edward  IViree. 
anotlier  little  child,  April  27th.  The  next  record  is  of 
Alary  Brooke,  wife  of  Basil  Brooke,  on  the  2d  dtiy  of  the 
11  til  month,  aged  91  years  4 months  and  21  days.  So  far 
as  my  acfiuaintance  Avith  the  annals  of  the  neighborhood 
extends,  this  is  the  most  advanced  age  to  Avliich  any  of  its 
residents  have  attained.  It  would  be  to  me  a laltor  of 
love  to  collect  some  incidents  of  this  long,  blameless  lith. 

was  not  a native  of  ^aiidy  ^spring,  but  had  spent  . litw 
full  threescore  years  and  ten,  from  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage to  tlie  day  of  liev  death.  Born  five  days  before  tiie 
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battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  she  was  twelve  years  old  when 
the  constitution  of  our  country  was  framed,  and  she  lived 
through  all  its  vicissitudes,  through  Wars  foreign  and 
domestic,  to  see  the  assured  grandeur  of  the  nation 
emerge  from  its  last  crowning  trial.  An  incident  con- 
nected with  her  journey  as  a bride  from  Baltimore  to  her 
life’s  home  at  “ Charley  Forrest,”  is  noticeable  as  show- 
ing the  nature  of  our  I'epublican  institutions.  The 
driver  of  the  hack  whicli  brought  up  the  wedding  party 
was  grandfather  of  the  man  (now  a prosperous  banker  of 
Baltimore)  who  recently  married  the  niece  of  a former 
President  of  the  United  States,  a lady  who  had  presided  as 
mist]-ess  at  the  White  House  during  his  administration, 
and,  as  an  honored  guest,  graeed  the  I’oyal  banquets  of 
Queen  Victoria.  If  the  bride  of  1SG5  leads  as  blameless 
a life,  and  acquires  as  many  sincere  friends  and  as  few 
enemies  as  the  bride  of  1705,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  well 
with  her  at  the  last. 

* November  20th  died  Julia  -Miles.  The  limits  of  our 
neighborhood  may  well  be  sliglitly  extended  to  include 
'one  who  was  so  frequently  a welcome  and  valued  inmate 
of  our  homes.  Her  intelligence  and  refinement  dignilied 

• the  useful  life  site  led,  and  won  for  her  warm  friends,  wlio 
sympathized  sincerely  with  her  severe  sufferings  a!id 
lamented  her  early  ih-aih.  February  Oih,  William  Sta- 
bler, in  tlie  35th  year  of  his  age.  Of  tlie  }>ersons  assembled 
in  this  hall  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  whose  place  seemed 
less  likely  to  be  vacant  now  than  his?  Always  interested 
in  tlie  concerns  of  our  Lyceum,  having  contributed  his 
full  sliarc  of  eUiu'ts  to  ]uv>.-per  it  from  th*.-  f.eginning.  it  is 
here  in  an  espL'cial  tloirn'c  we  m-ia  bis  lo.-s.  In  ail  enter- 
prises likely  to  promote  the  general  welfare  he  was  ready 
to  do  his  part,  wliile  Ins  industry,  liouesly,  and  solid 
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i=ense  distinguished  him  as  one  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
loss  of  such  a man  in  the  prime  of  life,  apart  from  the 
deep  sense  of  bereavement  experienced  in  the  circle  im- 
mediately around  him,  is  a greater  blow  to  the  fabric  of  a 
neighborhood's  true  prosperity  than  many  inundating 
floods  and  destructive  tires. 

Kefore  withdrawing  our  minds  from  the  contemplation 
of  the  places  left  vacant  by  departed  friends,  and  while 
our  feelings  are  softened  by  the  impressions  aroused 
ihn.-ugh  tlieir  memories,  it  seems  a good  oj^portunity  for 
examining  whether  we  have  individually  anything  to  do 
that  might  tend  to  make  our  neighborhood  the  better  for 
our  having  lived  in  it,  or  at  least  that  might  preserve  it 
from  being  any  the  worse  on  that  account.  The  appointed 
work  ot‘  some  is  with  the  hands ; of  some,  with  the  pen ; 
of  others,  with  the  tongue;  of  all,  more  or  less,  with  the 
example  of  their  lives.  Perhaps  the  influence  most  aftect- 
ing  tlie  harmony  of  the  neighborhood  (the  most  important 
of  all)  is  that  which  is  exerted  by  the  iongue.  ^lay  he 
who,  in  future,  like  the  mysterious  author  of  the  ‘‘Address 
!<»  a Sktdelon  in  the  Britisli  ^tluscum,”  shall  undertake  to 
apostrophize  ours,  may  he,  unblamed,  adopt  these  ijii- 
Twessive  lines: 

‘•'Here,  in  this  silent  cavern,  hung 
Tiic  ready,  swift  and  tnnefnl  tongue  : 

If  fuiseho<id’s  honey  it  disdained, 

And,  where  it  could  not  praise,  was  chained; 

If  bold  in  virtue's  cause  it  sj)oke. 

Yet  gentle  concord  never  Ijroke, 

That  tnnefnl  toncrue  shall  plead  for  thee 
Y'hen  death  miveds  l-lierniiy.’‘ 

The  liistorian  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  nations  ever 
iinds  himstdf  obliged  to  trace  those  melancholy  results  to 
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the  formation  of  parlies  witliin  tlie  State  bitterly  liostile 
to  cacli  other.  Yv  itliin  tlie  smaller  sphere  of  a neighbor- 
hood, tliere  is  no  question  that  the  tendency  'to  form 
cliques  parlies  is  one  of  the  symptoms  of  decline  most 
to  be  guarded  against.  Have  ye  none  of  it  I 

In  this  historic  year  eight  additions Jiave  been  made 
to  onr  neighborhood  by  the  coming  amongst  ns  of  the 
‘‘ Xonvuod*’  family. 

Another  animal  record  vill  com})lete  the  5th  year  of 
these  annals.  It  may  then  be  found  interesting  to  con- 
centrate the  statistics  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  of 
Sandy  Spring,  in  a more  regular  form.  Thus  far  emigra- 
tion and  immigration  seem  to  count  for  nothing. 


CTI ATTEK  V. 

' From  4tu  3[ontii,  18GT,  to  Fourth  ]Mo.\th,  1808. 

A changed  neigh) lorhood  — A fair  month  following  a discouraging 
one  — Profits  from  tlu*  pMuto  — Now  Poad  System  — The  Pail- 
road  not  jirogressive  — SulnhYi-ioii  of  a largf  farm  — Teachers’ 
Assoe-iation — The  New  School  System  — Asswiationg  healthful, 
especially  the  l.adics’  — Litonii y ailairs  less  promising,  perhaps 
“a  little  overdone”  — Activity  ot  mind  kept  up  — The  Post 
Olllce  mails  in  G months,  10,1-11  lettci-s  — A Savings  Institution 
organized — Fii-st  J>ay  Peadings — Pciicf  to  the  Southern  Sec- 
tion— 4 Marriages,  1 I>eatli  — Five  years’  Statisties. 

At  its  meeting  in  last  month,  tlic  Farmers  Club  of 
Sandy  Spring  celebrated  its  2-itli  anniversary.  Looking 
back  over  tin*  long  jieriod  that  had  (dajo'cd  since  its  origin, 
the  early  menil'U's  wore  mit orally  K-d  to  iv-call  the  agri- 
cultural condition  of  the  neighlioihood  at  that  time.  The 
attempt  to  picture  it  was  not  a very  easy  one  ; so  great  is 
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tlio  change  which  has  been  effected.  If  we  conceive  two 
])hotographs  taken  in  the  growing  season,  from  a point  in 
space  above, — the  one  representing  the  condition  twenty- 
four  years  ago,  the  other  as  it  is  at  present,  there  might  be 
some  dithcnlty  in  recognizing  their  identity : the  new 
buildings,  and  the  altered'appearance  of  vegetation,  would 
create  the  impression  of  a different  country. 

Facts  of  this  nature  form  an  important  part  of  the 
history  of  a rural  community;  yet  by  no  means  the  most 
important  part.  Tliey  are  the  result,  the  outgrowtli  of 
causes  originating  in  tlie  character  of  the  people  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  times.  Planners  and  customs,  feel- 
ings, opinions  and  institutions,  change  as  much  as  outward 
fads;  and  the  former  have  much  the  greater  influence  on 
the  liappiness  of  the  people,  and  the  present  and  future 
condition  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  their  lot  is  cast. 

It  is  natural  then  to  ask,  how  a life-picture  of  our  com- 
munity taken  some  years  ago  would  show  by  the  side  of 
one  taken  now.  In  the  case  of  external,  material  improve- 
luents,  the  changes  were  so  gradual  as  scarcely  to  he  }K-r- 
ceptihle  from  year  to  year,  yet  leading  to  a conditioji  niurv 
and  more  widely  different. 

Of  a i]atnre  still  more  imperceptible,  and  mucli  less  easy 
to  delineate,  but  assuredly  not  less  actual,  are  the  changes 
wliich  slowly  creep  on  in  the  character  and  institution- 
of  a community;  and  these,  according  as  the}'  are  con- 
formable or  non-coiiformable  to  the  line  of  progress 
marked  out  by  the  higlier  powers,  will  elevate  to  snll 
greater  perfection,  or  bring  down  to  certain  ultimaAo 
tail  lire  ;ind  ruin.  In  view  of  this  eilect,  which  it  i-ecjutr  ~ 
a coii.-iderab!e  |>eriod  of  time  to  render  hroadiiy  *'• 

would  Jiot  be  ditllciilt  for  your  liistorian,  if  perniitieii  t** 
draw  material  from  the  whole  period  of  liis  aC'iuaintam-- 
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with  the  events  and  peo])ie  of  tlie  neighborhood,  to  show 
5*ou  many  an  occurrence  of  thrilling  interest.  But  that  is 
not  the  purpose  of  this  history,  which  is  confined  in  each 
chapter  to  the  incidents  of  twelve  calendar  months.  It 
must  consider  one  3’car  at  a time.  Let  us  see  now  what 
we  can  make  of  the  last. 

• It  is  stated  in  the  preceding  chapter,  written  just  a year 
ago,  that  the  roads  were  then  one  deep  gulf  of  mud,” 
and  the  question  was  being  agitated,  owing  to  the  quantity 
of  moisture  in  the  ground,  wlietlicr  it  is  possible  to  get 
through  in  season  with  the  necessary  farm  work  ? ” Xow 
it  is  well  to  commence  this  record  with  a reminder  of  the 
character  of  the  season  which  immediately  followed.  The 
whole  month  of  April,  then  just  begun,  proved  to  be  lovely. 
Perhaps  a more  favorable  month  for  farm-work  never  was. 
The  thermometer  did  not  descend  once  so  low  as  the  freez- 
ing point,  while  fair  weather  filled  the  entire  month,  or 
nearly  so.  In  making  tins  reference  to  the  weather  I am 
rather  encroaching  o!i  the  ]>roYiiice  of  your  meteorologist, 
who  will  doubtless  favor  us  with  a full  report;  \^et  it 
seemed  well,  in  a moral  point  of  view,  to  recall  a lesson  for 
the  benefit  of  the  discontented  brethren,  which  we  shall 
all  doubtless  remember  until  the  next  time  the  wet  or  the 
dry  weather  shall  continue  to  bother  us  a little  longer 
than  we  would  desire. 

The  season  continued  to  be  good  for  the  chief  farming 
crops.  Pain  was  perhatps  rather  in  excess,  but  its  in- 
jurious inlluence  was  less  tnarked  than  was  anticipated. 
Probably  no  single  production  readied  the  amount  per 
acre  occasiomilly  scanircil  in  former  years.  The  liigh 
y)rices,  however,  ought  iu  make  uj)  for  aiiy  deliciendes,  so 
that  the  profits  of  the  farmer  for  the  past  year  leave  him 
little  to  complain  of  and  much  to  be  thankful  for.  Es- 
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jx'cially  tiiis  the  case  with  the  potato-raisers,  some  of 
whom  realized  what  'would  in  old  times  have  been  con- 
sidered a Ginall  fortune.  One  of  the  inenibers  of  the  J unior 
Club  reports  an  aggregate  yield  from  their  club  alone  of 
10,000  bushels  of  this  most  valuable  of  roots,  which  is 
becoming  one  among  the  two  or  three  most  valuable  sla]')lcs 
of  our  neighborhood  farms. 

There  has  been  no  lack  of  energy  appai'ent  in  the 
improvements  going  on  in  farm-implements,  buildings  or 
)uodes  of  tillage.  The  important  subject  of  roads  has 
received  the  attention  it  deserves,  and  the  efforts  made  to 
})rocure  a better  system  from  the  legislature  have  met 
with  more  than  usual  success.  They  need  to  be  well 
followed,  as  no  system  will  work  of  itself.  Less  success- 
fiil,  so  far,  lune  been  the  attempts  to  get  up  a i-ailroad. 
Some  new'  hopes  are  awaikened,  but  as  tliey  are  not 
founded  on  the  absolute  certainty  which  history  recjuires, 
the  subject  must  be  ruled  out  of  this  chapter.  Leforc 
leaving  the  account  of  material  im])rovements,  at  least  of 
considerable  clianges  in  such  affairs,  it  is  necessary  to 
ref'F  in  the  fralc  01  a large  tract  of  land  near  the  centre  nf 
the  neighborhood,  and  the  parcelling  of  it  out  into  small 
lots.  This  circumstance  goes  to  secure  the  almost  cer- 
tainty that  a considerable  part  of  our  lands  is  destined  to 
be  cut  up  into  small  boldings,  owned  by  the  s})ecially 
operative  class.  There  b.as  been  much  dispute  among 
]>oIitical  economists  who  have  deigned  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject, whether  this  system  is  conducive  to  the  w’clfare  nf 
an  agricultural  community.  In  the  course  of  time  we 
shall  doubtless  liave  the  o}>]iorf  unity  to  illustrate  tiie 
}>ro])osition  in  one  way  0]‘  the  oilier. 

Xow  ascend  we  from  the  physical  and  material  depart - 
ineni  to  the  intellectual.  Such  evidences  as  there  may 
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be  of  progress  in  this  respect,  your  historian  will  find  his 
highest  gratillcation  in  diligently  collecting  and  setting 
forth. 

In  the  first  place  may  be  mentioned  the  new  event  of 
the  ‘‘Teachei’s'  Association*’  of  Montgomery  County,  held 
in  this  building  last  summer.  Unfortunately  the  busy 
season  prevented  the  attendance  of  many  who  might  have 
profited  by  the  interesting  exercises.  The  members,  of 
whom  many  attended  from  a distance,  all  testified  to  the 
kindness  and  hospitality  with  which  they  were  received. 
Invitations  were  cordially  extended  to  repeat  the  visit  at 
a more  convenient  season  of  tlie  year.  Although,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  historian,  the  State  is  threatened  with 
serious  injury  and  loss  by  the  change  recently  made  in  its 
public  school  system,  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why 
our  own  neighborhood  sliould  siiffer.  Our  citizens  have 
only  to  take  proper  advantage  of  the  District-Trustee 
feature  of  the  new  law  in  order  to  kcc])  the  management 
of  their  public  school  in  their  ovai  hands.  In  the  mean- 
time the  private  boarding  schools,  taking  both  together  in 
view,  may  be  regarded  as  decidedly  flourishing.  And  so 
that  essential  element  of  a people’s  progress,  ^‘the 
Scliool,”  an  element  by  wiiich  Sandy  Spring  has  been 
distinguished  for  a full  half  century,  is  still  preserved 
tons. 

The  other  im])roving  institutions  known  as  the  ^‘Far- 
mers’ Club,”  the  Club  Junior,”  the  “ Ladies’  Association 
for  Mutual  Ln])rovement,”  the  ‘'‘Horticultural  Society,” 
were  successfully  carried  on,  eacli  in  its  season,  and  with 
its  purposes  fully  ]'rovidcd  for.  Sowell  lias  the  Ladies’ 
Association  iuiiiilcd  its  mi-cion,  gaining  honor  ami  ijitcrest 
not  only  by  the  subjocts  wiiich  it  selects,  but  also  by  those 
Avbicb  it  (it'oids,  that  a serious  efibrt  is  being  made  (as  I 
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aiii  toll])  to  organize  anotlier  similar  one.  It  has  our  best 
vrishes,  accompanied  with  the  caution  that,  in  choosing  a 
name,  there  may  be  no  attempt  to  distinguish  the  two 
Associations  by  any  invidious  epithet  referring  to  such 
nnimportaiit  matters  as  a diflerence  of  age. 

The  subject  of  intellectual  progress  during  the  year 
may  now  be  considered  as  pretty  well  exhausted.  In 
former  pages  of  this  book,  it  is  true,  there  were  other 
agencies  for  mental  improvement  mentioned ; as  Lectures, 
heading  Circles,  and  such.  Perliaps  the  less  tlnil  is  said 
on  these  neglected  affairs,  the  liigher  will  be  the  degree 
of  our  self-satisfaction. 

It  is  only  fair  to  our  worthy  President  to  refrain  from 
dwelling  upon  these  omissions,  because  he  is  doubtless  able 
to  give  excellent  reasons  for  practically  discontinuing  the 
Lyceum  Lectures  during  the  past  season.  The  Literary 
Society  iias  had  its  difiiculties  too;  but  the  design  of  sus- 
taining it  as  a seUled  institution  of  the  neighborliood  is  by 
no  means  abandoned.  Vigorous  are  tlie  attempts  wliich 
liave  been  made  to  keep  life  in  its  body  ; and  a lew  Aveeks 
will  show  wlietlier’it  has  only  been  in  a state  of  suspended 
ae.iimalion,  or  whetlier  those  attempts  must  luove  it  no 
better  tlian  a galvanized  corpse. 

Ve  are  compelled  to  own  tliat  the  experience  of  the  past 
year  indicates  a somewhat  criticul  condition  for  the  boasted 
literary  clnu’acter  of  Sandy  Spring.  In  the  mitural  course 
of  events  we  have  ap])arently  approached  a crisis,  dlie 
hrst  entliusiasm  for  the  Lyceum  lias  passed  away,  tlie 
charm  of  novelty  being  gone.  It  lias  nov/  reached  the 
point  wlien  it  has  to  contend  with  that  luktiwarmneS'  a])t 
U)  accompany  such  enterprises  as  bring  no  exciteuk-nt  to 
the  senses  and  no  })rotit  to  the  purse.  It  has  also  to  meet 
tlie  depressing  influences  from  tlie  discouraging  projiliecie.^ 
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of  those  who  dechiivd  at  the  beginning  that  “they  knew 
fr  how  it  would  be ; that  it  might  flourish  while  it  was  a new 

thing,  and  then  would  be  sure  to  go  the  way  of  such  under- 
takings in  other  places.”  Xow  it  may  be  that  the  multi- 
I tude  of  societies  amongst  us  has  served  to  withdraw  interest 

j from  the  Lyceum.  It  may  be,  as  several  of  our  solid  men 

i'  thought,  that  “this  sort  of  tiling  is  a little  overdone”; 

causing  the  just  claims  of  business  and  industry  to  be 
t neglected  in  consequence  of  too  great  devotion  to  literary 

and  social  entertainments.  However  these  things  be,  it  is 
certain  that  a crisis  is  upon  us ; we  have  to  decide  aques- 
! tion  whose  importance  cannot  easily  be  overestimated. 

It  is  a proposition  wliich  T think  can  be  demonstrated: 
Avhatsoever  other  circn instances  may  have  produced  aii 
influence  in  shaping  the  condition  of  this  neighborhood, 
its  distinguishing  characteristic, — that  wliich  has  mainly 
made  it  what  it  has  been,  and  what  it  is  coming  to  be,  is 
the  mental  activity  of  the  people.  I do  not  claim  for  them 
larger  minds  than  those  ])ossossed  by  other  residents  of  our 
State,  nor  a better  or  more  thorough  education  : but  I do 
claim,  as  an  unquestionable  faculty,  a M'ondrous  activity 
of  mind.  It  will  be  a great  mistake  then  (to  use  the 
mildest  term)  for  us  to  give  up  such  a powerful  stimulus 
to  that  activity  as  this  Lycenin,  with  all  its  appurtenances, 
aflbrds.  I do  not  believe  you  will  do  it.  Where  men  feel 
a real  want  they  are  very  apt  to  appropriate  means  of 
supply.  But  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that  it  is  much 
easier  to  keep  the  llaine  alise  than  to  restore  to  life  when 
once  snfiered  to  die.  An  instance  of  the  .sort  of  activity 
just  referred  to  is  exhibited  in  the  following  “item”  for- 
warded to  me  by  a nh.-ml.ior  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
my  request,  at  your  last  Annual  Weeting,  to  assist  the 
Historian  by  furnishing  him  with  some  of  their  notes  of 
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neighborhood  transactions.  There  Avere  mailed  in  the 
last  six  months  from  this  Sandy  Spring  Post  Office,  ten 
tljousand  one  hundred  and  forty-one  letters,’’  Twenty 
thousand  letters  sent  from  our  neighborhood  office  in  one 
year!  I find  by  inspecting  the  returns  of  the  Britisli  Post 
Office  that  about  twenty  letters  for  each  individual  passed 
through  the  mails  of  tliat  country  in  one  year,  according 
to  the  latest  report  within  my  reach  ; which  return  aj)])ar- 
ently  includes  tlie  letters  that  pass  both  ways.  The  num- 
ber shown  by  our  office  exceeds  greatly  the  Englisli  average. 
This  little  item  (so  good  and  appropriate  that  we  have 
only  to  regret  there  are  not  more  of  the  same  sort  from 
the  same  source)  affords  strong  statistical  evidence  mucii 
to  be  relied  on  in  an  exhibition  of  the  intellectual  life  of  a 
})cople. 

Another  evidence  of  life  has  been  recently  shown  in  the 
effort,  zealously  and  successfully  made,  to  organize  and 
establisli  a f^avings  Institution.  The  general  animating 
interest  taken  in  this  enterprise,  and  the  success  of  its 
j^reliminaTy  proceeding,  may  be  set  down  as  the  crowning 
event  of  the  historical  year.  It  will  be  for  i'liture  annals 
to  record  the  full  establishment  and  growing  strength  of 
an  institution  whicii,  we  think,  is  bound  to  succeed’. 

In  a sketch  exhibiting  our  agricultural,  social,  literary 
and  business  transactions,  there  should  be  room  nnuh*  for 
all  subjects  of  general  interest.  The  higher  and  puivr 
the  motives  that  lead  to  any  undertaking,  the  worthier  i' 
it  of  enduring  record.  In  tliis  class  of  events  it  is  projier 
to  notice  tlie  cominencement,  last  summer,  of  a course  of 
readings  in  the  l.yccum  on  First  day  morning,  d'iiev 
ap[>eared  to  be  generally  well  attended  througliour,  ai;<l 
would  perhaps  have  been  more  >so  if  lield  a little  later  m 
the  morning.  In  the  same  class  may  be  mentioned  tin* 
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meeting  held  in  second  niontli  last  for  tlie  revision  of  the 
Discipline;  wherein  the  members  generally  were  invited, 
in  accordance  with  a just  interpretation  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  to  partake  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  assembly.  Another  step  forward.  On  the 
same  high  level  with  these  two  last  events  I placed  the 
liberal  and  unselfish  subscription  made  for  ‘‘Southern 
Relief,”  which  was  started  at  tlie  close  of  a Lyceum  lec- 
ture, going  up  with  very  little  effort  to  the  sum  of  $107. 
If  a man  can  say  truly,  •'•AVhat  I kept  I lost — what  I left 
behind  me  is  not  mine — what  1 gave  away  alone  remains 
with  me,” — a cominunity  may  repeat  the  sentiment  with 
added  emphasis. 

I now  come  to  the  most  pleasurable  ])art  of  my  office, 
in  which  the  degree  of  satisfaction  is  proportional  to  the 
extent  of  the  record.  On  this  principle  the  pleasure  now 
is  fourfold  the  amount  last  year.  Four  marriages  are  to 
be  entered  here. 

Our  neighborhood,  in  common  with  a large  adjacent 
country,  has  had  abundant  cause  of  thankfulness  for  the 
general  good  health  tliat  has  'prevailed  throughout  the 
past  year.  It  has  been  much  tlie  healthiest  season  since 
this  record  commenced.  AVithin  the  somewhat  indefinite 
circle  that  comprises  our  neighborhood  I note  but  one 
death  during  the  year,  but  that  was  of  the  sort  that 
leaves  a wide  blank. 

Died  on  the  morning  of  .March  15th,  Roger  Brooke,  in 
the  58th  year  of  his  age.  On  the  afternoon  following,  a 
large  number  of  neighbors  and  friends  collected  at  his 
funeral.  A more  than  usual  Aeling  of  solemnity  [ler- 
vaded  tlie  arssemblage ; and  maijy  a kind  expr{'s.sion 
evinced  the  sincere  regard  felt  for  one  whose  warm 
friendship  had  been  widely  shared.  His  nearest  neighbors 
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tlie  most  to  say  in  his  praise.  One,  not  a very  near 
neipflibor,  who  had  known  him  from  boyhood,  was  deeply 
moved  in  recalling  his  peculiar  manly  and  honorable 
traits  of  character,  and  loving  to  dwell  on  one  pleasant 
incident  that  had  left  a deep  impression  on  his  memory. 
Jt  was  just  thirty  years  ago,  being  the  spring  of  183S, 
since  the  writer  of  this  article  commenced  farming  opera- 
tions where  he  now  resides.  The  situation  was  not 
j)fomising,  in  fact  ‘‘it  was  hard  lines”  with  him.  To 
make  it  worse,  the  spring  was  unusually  wet  and  cohi. 
'rim  month  of  IMay  was  more  than  half  over,  and  the  fieid 
designed  for  corn,  on  which  so  much  depended,  was  not 
half  ])lowed.  One  morning  as  “ he  drove  l)is  team  afield,” 
not  very  “jocund”  indeed,  his  poor  little,  team  and  little 
old  })low — ^^just  as  the  sun  was  rising — what  was  his  siir- 
])rise  to  see  the  decayed  fence  taken  down  at  the  fartlier 
corner,  and — enter  three  line  horses  with  a big  plow  and 
sti'oiig,  skilful  driver;  and  without  so  much  as  saying 
by  Y(,)ur  leave,”  begin  to  tear  up  the  ground  in  a way — 
^s^ll,  a way  tliat  has  done  me  good  ever  since.  It  was 
itog«‘r's  teaui. 

And  as  ] recall  the  impression  which  that  incideio 
j»rodueed  at  the  time,  remaining  thei’e  ever  since,  it 
seemed  worthy  of  jvcord  here;  not  merely  as  a tribute  t<) 
tlic  departed,  but  as  suggesting  that  no  one  perhaps  can 
])erform  a better  act  than  by  lending  a little  liel}) at 
the  right  time  to  a young  man  struggling  under  difieul- 
ties  to  make  a start  in  life. 

Five  years  having ehqised  since  this  record  was  begun,  1 
now  sum  up,  a.s  promi^'ed  heretofore,  the  scattered  stati.'tie- 
o!  luaiTiages,  birthsand  dearht^  <luriiig  tiie  ss/veral  : 

the  period  ; relating  to  a population,  as  nearly  a.s  1 oar, 
estimate,  approximating  three  hundred  : 
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For  the  3'ear  from 

Marriages. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1803-4-2  to  4-4-1804 

1 

10 

5 

1864-4-4  to  4-3-1865 

3 

8 

9 

18G5-4-3  to  4-2-180G 

6 

7 

7 , 

1866-4-2  to  1-1-1 867 

1 

8 

6 

1867-4-1  to  4-6-1868 

4 

8 

1 

Total  in  five  years, 

15 

41 

28 

An  agreeable  addition  was  made  to  onr  numbers  this 
last  year,  by  immigration.  Two  new  families  have  come 
to  reside  among  ns,  a rather  infrequent  but  welcome  event. 


CIlArXEK  VI. 

Fkom  Fourth  Moxtu,  ItGS,  to  Fuuutii  Month,  18C9. 

What  is  a r-eigliborhocd  ? — DifTicnlt  weather  — Disappointinciit  in 
price  — Fruit  a failure,  also  ice  — First  complaints  of  poultry 
— Fir?t  attempt  at  a census  of  tlie  neighhorhcKKl  — Two  large 
fires  and  one  dis;istrous  flooil  — Fn^gress  of  “Saving’s  Institu- 
tion,’’ and  first  Directors — i'dore  of  railn/ads  — Tower  of  Coast 
Survey  — Porch  at  IMoeting  1 louse  — Political  contest  — Science 
in  the  Lyceum  — Intrcdnctiou  of  the  puino  — Amusements  — 
“Spare  the  birds  ! ” — “ Hard  times.” 

Before  resuming  onr  historical  shtdcli,  i(  seems  proper 
now  at  the  commencement  of  a second  ])eiiod  of  five  years, 
the  second  Lustrum,  as  the  old  Komans  called  it,  to  make 
some  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  intent  of  this  sort  of 
record,  witli  a view  to  * satisfaction  uj>on  the  question, 
whether  it  is  a rtol  Ihlng.  n.itd  not  a more  fiuLcirul  spceula- 
tion.  Is  there  such  a fij'cd  fad,  sucii  a real  cniiiij  as  a 
neUjhhorliOodj  possessing  sucli  actual  existence  as  might 
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clUitle  it  to  be  portriiyed  in  a history?  Let  ns  endeavor 
to  ])rietly  clear  up  this  subject.  It  Avill  not  be  disputed 
that  there  is  a very  general  understanding  as  to  what  is 
]ueant  by  the  claim  of  country,  Th 3 events  of  the  past 
few  years  have  dispelled  all  confusion  of  ideas  in  regard  to 
Diat  matter.  We  have  been  taught  by  stern  lessons  tliat 
we  have  a country,  to  which  much  is  due.  We  liave 
known  what  it  was  to  sympathize  with  its  distresses,  to 
sutler  keen  apprehensions  in  it5  time  of  danger,  and  to 
feel  our  own  relief  at  its  escape.  We  have  learned  to  bo 
])roud  of  its  good  faith,  to  rejoice  in  its  prosperity,  and  to 
mourn  over  its  illustrious  dead.  To  feel,  in  short,  that  wc 
are  ]>art  and  parcel  of  it;  tliat  if  we  were  disposed  to  leave 
it,  it  wouT  let  us  go. 

Kow  there  is  a somewhat  similar  fe^iJing,  which  may 
and  of  right  ought  to  exist  in  regard  to  our  own  neighbor- 
hood, the  social  circle  wherein  all  our  immediate  interests 
are  closely  bound.  A natural,  healthy  and  beneficial  feel- 
ing leads  us  to  take  a lively  interest  in  all  that  concerns 
its  welfare,  to  be  anxious  for  its  improvement,  jealous  for 
its  r.‘}iuiation,  sorrowful  for  its  sliortcomings.  Perhaps 
this  sent iment  is  most  strongly  felt  when  we  are  absent: 
for  a time.  Let  any  one  v ho  has  spent  a week  at  tlie  sea- 
shore, or  in  any  place  wliere  men  do  congregate,  call  to 
mind  his  emotions  when  by  chance  Ids  own  neighborho«>d 
is  mentioned;  how  lively  the  interest  excited  by  remarks 
made  upon  it;  how  pleasant  to  hear  favorable  comments, 
how  vexatious  any  sarcastic  remark.  Under  such  ciremu' 
stances  we  take  up  for  our  neighborhood,  as  if  it  were  our 
own  fireside.  Does  not  this  fact  show  tliat  tliere  A .meh 
an  initlhj,  an  actual  exiiiiiig  thing  as  a rndgiihurh'-d  / 
Of  course  it  does.  Again,  there  is  another  band  that 
draws  ns  still  nearer  together, — the  enclosures  of  yondrr 
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gi'aveyard.  Wo  are  united  into  one  community  by  our 
dead  as  well  as  by  our  living.  Who  does  not  feel  the 
force  of  the  hallowed  tie  ? The  dead  of  the  past  five 
years  are  a sad  reality;  an  important,  inexorable  fact, 
from  ivhich  there  is  no  escape.  I look  over  their  names 
set  down  in  the  pages  of  this  little  book,  and  tliink  hov/ 
much  we  have  lost  by  their  removal  from  the  active  life 
of  the  neigliborliood.  Xames  recalling  so  much  of  ex- 
cellence, of  promise,  of  solid  ivorth,  that  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  our  whole  community  would  have  stood  higher  at 
this  day  if  these  had  been  s})ared  to  live  and  labor. 

I think  then  we  may  justly  claim  that  v;e  place  before  onr 
minds  a reality  in  the  idea  brought  up  by  the  words  “Sandy 
Spring”;  it  thus  unquestionaldy  ]-)ossesses  a claim  to  form 
history.  Looking  back  with  varied  emotions  of  pain  and 
pleasure  on  the  past,  gu  tliering  strength  and  wisdom  from 
the  retrospect,  but  fixing  our  eyes  and  hearts  and  hopes 
upon  the  future,  with  tlie  steady  purpose  to  sustain  the 
character  of  our  neighborhood,  and  to  raise  it  to  still 
higher  degrees  of  excellence,  let  us  now  give  our  attention 
to  the  special  events  of  the  past  year. 

Tlie  weather  b(5ing  a matter  of  so  much  importance  to  an 
agricultural  community,  and  really  interesting  to  every- 
body, I am  com])elled  to  encroach  so  far  upon  the  province 
of  your  meteorologist  as  to  remark  that  the  spring  of  last 
year  was  a dillicult  scrison  for  farming  operations.  The 
frefpient  rains  delayed  the  sowing  of  oats  so  late  that  it 
was  in  ]»oor  condition  to  meet  the  drought  of  the  last 
of  June  and  first  of  July.  Tdie  result  was  a crop  short 
in  quantity  and  far  wor-e  in  quality.  Jdie  weight  per 
busliel  avtu-aged  aliout  iv. cniy  ]>mii,ds ; not  (piite  so  bad 
as  in  a riwent  season,  when  it  scarcely  reached  above 
fifteen.  The  corn  planting  was  also  generally  delayed  to  a 
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lute  period  in  ^lay,  but  the  season  proved  more  favorable 
in  the  end,  giving  us  a full  crop  of  that  most  important  of 
all  agricultural  products.  Potatoes  yielded  on  the  whole 
a very  fair  return,  both  in  quality  and  quantity;  but  in 
respect  of  that  other  valuable  consideration,  in  the 

market,  there  Avas  serious  disappointment.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  the  disappointment  Avas  much  aggravated, 
if  not,  indeed,  altogether  caused  by  thehigli  prices  of  the  foAV 
latter  yeai's,  creating  anticipations  Avliich  Avere  not  realized. 
Our  enterprising  young  farmers,  as  1 am  informed,  are  not 
all  discouraged  about  potatoes,  but  intend  to  put  in  tlie 
usual  crop  this  spring. 

There  Avas  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  Avheat  crop,  in 
any  respect.  Hay  Avas  abundant,  and  the  price  as  good  as 
could  be  expected  Avith  such-^f-full  crop.  The  great  failure 
of  the  year  Avas  in  fruit.  Apples  and  peaches,  the  two 
far  exceeding  all  others  in  value  and  excellence,  Avere 
nearer  lieing  a total  failure,  it  is  considered,  tlian  lias  ever 
been  the  case  Avith  us  before. 

.Amongst  the  failures  in  important  crops  of  tlie  ye.ir 
just  closing,  I am  compelled  to  enumerate  tlie  icecroje  I 
know  it  Avould  Iuiax*  been  kind  to  pass  o\’er  this  deficiency  in 
silence ; especially  as  it  might  be  thought  to  suggest  invidi- 
ous com])arisons.  But  an  impartial  liistorian  has  no  right 
to  indulge  any  feelings  of  that  sort,  nor  to  slur  over  e.n 
incident  of  practical  importance  for  the  sake  of  shielding 
improvident  confidence,  putting  olfto  January  Avhat  ought 
to  be  done  in  December.  The  report  of  the  meteorologi'i 
Avill  doubtless  sliow  ihat  the  average  temperature  of  t’le 
lirsu  Aviuter  monili  was  favorable  to  procurinir  iee.  ‘ 
the  Avhole  then  Ave  find  slight  reason  to  complain  of  die 
bounty  of  nature  during  tlic  past  year.  With  one  compara- 
tiAxdy  unim})ortaiit  exception,  in  the  case  of  poultry,  tin  re 
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has  bean  t\  general  exemption  from, disease  witli  man  and 
beast.  Some  families  did  appear  to  have  more  than  their 
share  of  afllietion  ; but  noi  a single  death  has  taken  place 
amongst  (lie  persons  included  in  our  special  neighborhood. 

In  order  tliat  Ave  might  obtain  a deflnite  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  ciicle  referred  to  as  comprising  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Sandy  Spring,  I have,  Avith  the  assistance  of  a 
colleague  and  ^;he  suggestions  of  sonie  other  friends,  made 
out  a list  of  families,  being  a census  of  tlie  persons  avIio 
are  conceriu'd.  Of  course  it  Avas  diflicult  in  some  cases  to 
draAV  the  separating  line,  but  our  return  may  be  regarded 
for  practical  purposes  sufficiently  correct,  dfiie  list  hereto 
annexed  shows  328  individuals  in  6G  families. 

In  this  circle  there  Avere  during  tlie  first  four  years  27 
deaths;  in  the  last  Iavo  years^-^ne  death  only:  this  seems 
to  be  a very  remarkable  circumstance. 

The  number  of  births  rc])or(ed  for  tlie  present  year  is 
seven.  Number  of  marriages,  one. 

Among  the  unfortunate  contingencies  of  the  year  must 
be  noted  the  unusual  circumsiance  of  tAvo  destructiAm  fires : 
the  house  of  Samuel  Ellicott,  and  the  barn  of  Dr.  F. 
Thomas.  Also  a disastrous  Hood  on  the  21th  of  July, 
Avhichi  Avashed  aAvay  Tliomas  Lea’s  mill.  All  these  losses 
are  already  repaired  or  very  nearly  so. 

The  organization  of  the  “Savings  Institution  of  Sandy 
Spring”  Avas  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter  of  tliis  liistory, 
Avith  sanguine  e.\]iectations  of  Us  success.  These  hopes 
have  been  thus  far  fully  realized,  and  indeed  exceeded  by 
the  actual  results.  The  Institution  Avas  0}>ened  on  the 
13th  C'f  April,  ISC.S;  (>n  tlie  (IrU  day  of  the  ibllowing 
l^Iarch  the  rt-tuins  show  that  in  the  first  ten  and  a-half 
months  there  had  been  paid  in  $0545,  on  Avhich  the  in- 
terest accrued  Avas  $240:  Avithdrawn  $26G5,  leaving  $7120 
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on  deposit.  The  considerable  mimber  of  depositors,  183, 
shows  the  extent  to  which  tlie  benefits  of  the  Institution 
have  already  reached,  and  gives  reasonable  grounds  for  tlie 
hope  that  its  future  influence  will  be  widely  felt.  This 
success  places  the  new  institution  in  the  front  rank  of  our 
beneficial  associations,  and  entitles  its  projectors  to  last- 
ing remembrance. 

In  each  successive  chapter  of  the  present  record  some 
mention  has  been  made  of  the  railroad,  which  has  been  a 
lively  subject  of  interest  and  expectation  for  many  yc:irs. 
At  length  our  hopes  seem  to  touch  solid  ground.  Tlie 
whistle  of  the  locomotive  has  not  yet  reached  our  ears,  ex- 
cept from  the  dim  distance  of  tlie  Laurel  Load,  but  some 
decided  preliminary  measures  have  been  taken.  On  the 
15th  of  June,  the  ejigineers  so  long  looked  for  came  to  tlio 
Manor  and  commenced  operations.  They  went  on  to 
make  the  necessary  surveys,  and  had  fixed  definitely  upon 
tlie  line  when  they  Avere  called  away.  The  delays  since 
that  period  served  to  confirm  the  doubts  of  the  skeptical 
and  to  temper  the  ardor  of  the  sanguine;  but  the  latter 
class  liaving  made  up  their  minds  for  many  years  tiiat 
‘Mho  railroad  Avas  only  a question  of  time,’^  can  never  be 
driven  from  that  stand;  and  the  very  latest  advices  con- 
firm the  faith  of  such  that  the  time  has  indeed  come,  imd 
the  coming  summer  Avill  make  it  clear  to  all. 

In  connection  Avith  ]tublic  proceedings  the  toAver  created 
by  the  Coast  Suiwey  otlicers  must  not  be  forgotten.  Tlie 
constant  vieAr  of  this  object  ouglit  to  inspire  a scienrdic 
interest,  especially  Avlien  tlie  gentiemen  op^'rating  from  its 
summit  shall  iiave  arrived;  Avhiie  the  .^iglu  from  thui-  * 
is  AA'ell  calculated  to  widen  and  correct  our  knowledge  ol 
local  points  in  our  neighborhood,  as  Avell  as  to  cultivate  a 
taste  for  natural  scenery. 


56 


ANKALS  OF  SAKDY  SPIUNG. 


The  porch  erected  at  the  meeting  house  is  an  improve- 
ment  'vvcil  deserving  of  mention ; and  along  with  it  the 
whitewashing  of  tlic  interior,  after  using  it  for  51  years 
wdthout  a brush  being  put  on  the  walls. 

Our  people  took  a lively  interest  in  the  political  contest 
of  last  fall.  They  formed  an  active  club  that  held  its 
meetings  in  this  building,  at  which  a large  amount  of 
speaking,  and,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  of  real  elocpience, 
was  poured  forth  on  the  altar  of  patriotism.  They  also 
erected  a lofty  and  handsome  pole,  unfurling  at  its  top  at 
sundry  times  a d.ag,  to  tell  the  passers-by  where  they  were 
to  be  found  politically. 

This  use  of  the  Lyceum  Building  v,  as  by  no  means  the 
only  way  in  which  it  was  occupied.  After  a season  of 
unusual  dearth  in  literary  affairs,  a course  of  lectures  was 
revived,  commencing  with  readings  and  recitations,  and 
sustained  by  an  audience  large  enough  to  prove  that  our 
people  have  not  lost  tlieir  interest  in  intellectual  improve- 
ment. Their  appreciation  of  the  last  lecture  by  Prof. 
Schaffer,  which  was  highly  ilavored  with  real  science, 
affords  a gratifying  proof  of  their  love  of  knowledge. 

Another  course  of  lectures,  on  history,  which  the  young 
persons  of  the  neighborhood  have  lately  started,  is  receiv- 
ing more  favorable  suj)port  than  was  antici])ated  by  the 
lecturer. 

The  clubs  have  been  going  on  in  the  usual  pleasant 
way.  It  lias  appeared  to  me,  ])orhaps  owing  to  better 
opportunity  of  oliserving,  that  “the  Ladies’  Association 
for  Mutual  Improvement’’  h:is  taken  on  a more  vigorous 
liie  than  ewr,  a>  tli**  SjhriL  of  tlie  aire  st-eins  to  deniauil. 
Its  career  has  beeu  a uniform  success.  And  wliether  it 
shall  find  in  the  future  some  more  active  part  to  take,  or 
shall  continue  satisfed  with  its  present  (piiet  sphere  of 
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iiifliierjce,  it  is  certain  that  entire  confidence  may  be 
rejwsed  in  its  perfect  discretion. 

We  cannot  but  indulge  a reasonable  expectation  that 
the  Junior  Farmers  Club  will  attain  to  some  useful 
results  hitherto  uiuliscoTered ; while  the  Senior  institu- 
tion may  always  find  enough  new  subjects  to  keep  up  the 
fresh  inierest  of  tiicir  meetings. 

The  social  life  of  the  neighborhood  has  lost  none  of  the 
agreeable  features  for  which  it  has  always  been  noted; 
even  though  the  winter  entertainment,  in  consequence  of 
the  total  privation  of  sleighing  amusement,  has  missed  a 
portion  of  its  usual  excitement. 

An  entirely  new  interest  has  been  added  in  several 
families  by  the  introduction  of  the  piano  into  society. 
Other  amusements  have  been  scarce;  the  attempt  so 
vigorously  made  among  fhe  boys  to  get  up  the  base  ball 
game  V'aving  come  to  an  abrupt  termination.  I\lany  wise 
people  begin  to  discover  that  amusements  of  an  innocent 
kind  are  essential  to  a perfectly  healthy  development  c>f 
the  yoiitliful  mind  and  body;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  thtit 
this  natural  demand  should  require  some  judicious  nuuns 
of  supply  among  us.  In  tlie  meantime  it  is  not  ditlicult 
to  point  to  one  injudicious  sort  of  amusement,  happily  not 
indulged  to  much  extent  by  those  belonging  to  our  imme- 
diate circle.  When  alluding  on  a former  page  to  the 
deplorable  failure  of  the  fruit  crop  in  tlie  past  year,  I 
should  have  remarked  upon  a phenomenon  that  accom- 
panied it,  namely,  the  extreme  scarcity  of  the  birds.  Xo 
accidental  coincideiice  wa-  this.  It  is  universally  agrt‘ed 
tliat  insects  are  tlie  chief  enemies  of  fniit,  :ind  tluit  biiais 
are  the  a]>])Oi!ihd  ageiu.',  to  k(.v]>  the  insect  world  v.ithin 
proper  bounds.  It  “goes  without  telling^’  tliat  our  in- 
genious youth  can  work  out  the  calculation  thus— “ 1 s]»are 
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that  robin — the  robin  will  cat  many  thonsand  insects  this 
spring — many  apples,  pcaclies,  plums,  &c.,  escape  deadly 
injury.’^  It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  colored  people, 
so  long  denied  the  use  of  guns,  would  manifest  a disposi- 
tion to  abuse  the  privileges  suddenly  granted  to  them, 
and  I verily  believe  this  is  one  cause  of  the  recent  dimi- 
nution in  the  number  of  the  feathered  tribe,  enlivening 
companions  of  the  spring.”  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  along 
with  their  other  new  ac(|uirements  our  colored  folks  will 
learn  so  much  natural  history  as  will  acquaint  them  with 
the  use  and  purpose  of  birds. 

Our  neighborhood  has  continued  to  afford  during  tlie 
year  past,  ample  facilities  for  the  best  sort  of  female  educa- 
tion. But  for  ‘‘those  not  termed  girls,”  there  seems  to  be 
still  a great  want  only  partially  su})plied.  Six  youths  have 
been  sent  away  to  distant  places  for  the  instruction  that 
ought,  to  be  provided  in  some  way  nearer  home. 

Thd  subject  of  least  satisfaction  to  our  pride  has  been 
left  for  the  last.  During  tlie  forty  years  that  I have  been 
conversant  with  the  condition  of  our  dear  old  Sandy  Spring, 
there  has  never  been  so  much  said  about  “hard  times”  as 
in  the  past  year.  What  is  the  real  meaning  of  it?  The 
essential  comforts  of  life  ap])ear  to  abound;  nobody  has 
been  sold  out  or  sent  to  jail.  Merchants  are  busy ; mechan- 
ics still  have  employment,  farmers  have  ample  occupation 
for  their  own  industry  and  that  of  the  labor! !ig  class;  but 
there  is — pressure,  Tlie  true  nature  of  tliis  state  of  things 
is  well  worthy  of  inquiry.  Having  bestowed  considerable 
reflection  ii])on  tliis  sulqect,  and  made  some  calculations 
in  regard  to  it,  I will  brieily  state  the  conclusions  which 
have  been  arrived  a.t. 

In  order  to  see  liow  far  tiiose  persons  are  correct  wlio 
trace  the  dithcultics  to  the  heavy  drain  on  our  resources 
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required  for  national  expenses,  let  us  look  at  the  figures. 
The  people  of  our  neighborhood  as  now  defined,  constitute 
nearly  one  one-hundrcd-tliousandth  part  of  the  whole  pop- 
ulation. If  we  regard  ourselves,  as  I think  we  may,  as 
forming  a fair  average  between  the  luxurious  livers  of  tlie 
cities  and  tlie  plain  men  of  the  rural  districts,  we  are  thus 
mulcted,  directly  and  indirectly,  in  the  round  sum  of 3000 
annually.  This  is  an  average  tax  of  about  forty-five  dollars 
to  each  family;  rather  heavy  certainly,  but  not  enongli  to 
break  any  one  down,  unless  as  the  straw  that  breaks  the 
camel’s  back.^’  The  load  must  be  np  to  the  breaking  point 
before;  and  that  is  where  the  difiicully  lies.  For  several 
years  in  recent  times,  the  receipts  of  our  people  were  con- 
siderably greater  than  they  had  been  ])reviously.  l>y  a 
very  natural  law,  expenses  went  np  in  a similar  ratio.  O’his 
was  very  satisfiictory,  easy  and  pleasant,  lln  t when  potatoes, 
hay,  &c.,  fiiiling  in  price  or  quantity,  or  both,  brought  down 
one  side  of  the  balance-sheet,  it  was  not  so  satisfactory  to 
bring  down  the  other,  side  in  the  same  proportion.  iNow 
the  accurate  adjustment  of  expenses  to  recei})ts  is  the 
great  financial  business  of  life.  It  is  something  tlrat 
to  be  done  eitlicr  voluntarily  or  involuntarily.  The  wiso 
man  does  it  voluntarily  and  in  advance.  In  order  that 
this  may  be  accom]>lished,  the  practice  of  keeping  accounts, 
in  some  simple,  correct  mode,  sliould  be  learned  by  fanners, 
v.'ho  as  a class  greatly  need  the  instruction. 

If  the  inquiry  were  made  of  our  merchants  in  regard  to 
the  aggregate  amount  of  sales  during  the  past  year,  as 
compared  with  preceding  years,  it  would  be  found,  I am 
told,  that  there  lias  been  no  diminution  in  that  r(*s]>vc{. 
tiiongli  perlit'ps  rather  tnore  delay  in  collections.  \Vi;ieh 
shows  that  expenses  have  not  been  reduced.  Xow  it  is 
evident,  that  to  make  the  balance-sheet  right  it  is  necessary 


i 


• w 


I 


• 1 


.[.is 


, . i / 

,.;1 


' * 1 


i 


60 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


either  to  diminisb  expenses,  or  to  increase  receipts — one, 
or  both. 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind,  as  the  final  lesson  of  the  day, 
that  the  method  of  increasing  production  is  mucli  prefer- 
able to  the  other  plan.  A large,  liberal,  judicious  expen- 
diture (taking  due  care  of  the  other  end  of  the  purse)  is 
the  proper  accoinpanimciit  of  natiojial  and  domestic 
prosperity. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Fkom  Pouutii  ^[oNTii,  18G0,  to  Fourth  Month,  4th,  1870. 

Dcseriplions  of  Sandy  Spring  by  William  Barley,  Moiicure  D. 
Comvay,  and  A.  G.  Kiddle,  E?<p  — **  yohleMse  oblige'^  — A 
dull  year  — Disitppointments  ubont  the  railroad- — Ashton 
Turnpike  — Wheat,  oats  and  corn  fairly  good,  despite  the 
rainless  months  — Low  prices  cause  reduction  of  seed  — Hay 
comes  to  the  rescue  — On  the  whole,  a thankful  year”  — The 
10  year  interval  — Tiie  vSoeiclies  flourish,  UTid  a new  one.  ” The 
Sociable”  — ” Siij)por  loft  out” — Lectures  by  B.  lhillow(dI, 
A.  G.  Kiddle,  T.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Gulcmau  — The  girls  aliead 
of  the  Ivyvs  in  rospeci  of  education — Vet  the  report  is  of  mar- 
riages, None  ! — Other  statistics  interesting. 

. Wc  begin  this  year's  review'  of  neighborhood  events  ))y 
faking  a glance  at  tlie  past.  Your  historian  holds  strongly 
tin,'  opinion  which  In?  lias  heretofore  frequently  expressed, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  attain  to  a right  eonpirohension  of 
the  pn'osent  actual  cundition  of  a country,  neighborhood, 
or  individual,  without  referring  to  the  situation  in  former 
years  and  tracing  the  successive  steps  of  progress.  An 
account  has  l.ieeii  gEcu  in  ihc  iiist  part  of  this  buok  of 
the  early  history  of  Siuuly  j^pring^  neighborhood,  and  a 
sketch  of  its  early  experiences.  At  the  present  time  your 
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attention  is  invited  to  three  several  striking  views  taken 
of  us  at  intern  als  of  about  twenty  years.  They  arc  drawn 
hy  the  hands  of  three  individuals  wiio  arc  perhaps  the 
most  remarkable  for  intellectual  endowments  of  all  tlie 
visitors  or  transient  dwellers  among  us,  that  have  been 
known  hy  me,  being  men  of  unique  and  decided  genius. 

Xcarly  forty  years  ago,  AVilliam  Darby  wrote  and  [mb- 
lislied  in  one  of  the  popular  magazines  of  the  period  a 
sketch  of  the  neighborhood,  as  it  appeared  to  him ; from 
which  are  extracted  the  following  lines : 

Sandy  Spring  is  one  of  those  nooks  from  which  we 
can  see  the  stir  of  the  great  Bal)el,  and  not  feel  the  crowd. 
Ill  all  my  wanderings  over  this  world  of  care,  and  those 
waiidci*ings  were  brief  neither  in  time  nor  space,  I have  seen 
no  s|>ot  where,  if  my  choice  was  under  my  own  control,  1 
could  so  willingly  spend  the  evening  of  my  days.  Tije 
liand  that  traces  these  rude  lines  has  been  embrowned 
in  the  wilds  of  the  West  and  under  the  burning  sun  (»f 
Arkansas,  Florida  mid  Louisiana;  it  has  been  bemnnb<.'<l 
in  the  snows  of  Camuho  LTiider  every  sky  I have  visited 
1 have  found  warm,  sincere  and  noble  hciirts;  but  sueii 
\\ere  in  most  instances  single  Towers  that  bloom  ah*tie. 
In  the  society  of  Sandy  Spring  Ave  find  a Avholo  garduun 
It  is  a society  where  useful  employment  is  honor,  ami 
Avliere  mental  imjirovement  goes  hand  in  hand  Avitli  toil ; 
where  no  door  is  shut  upon  the  traveller,'’  Ac. 

From  this  delineation  drawn  by  ‘‘a  diamond  in  the 
rough,”  we  pass  twenty  years  onward  to  a perioil  whru 
tliere  came  among  ns  a young  man,  Avhose  name  has  siin>* 
la^conie  Aviih-ly  and  credita'iily  know  n,  both  in  liii.s  r\ 
and  in  Fngiand.  in  ligc.  in  circiimstama..-,  ediirat !■  n am* 
charader,  l\ionciire  1).  Conway  is  exceedingly  unhke 
Avriter  just  quoted;  yet  observe  hoAv  similar  the  strain  in 
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M'hich  he  speak?.  Writing  from  London,  wliere  he  was 
enjoying  huTiiliar  social  intercourse  with  Carlyle, 
Tennjson,  Browning,  Newman,  and  other  literary  mag- 
nates, he  says : 

‘‘  My  first  tottering  steps  toward  the  kingdom  of  heayen 
were  taken  at  Sandy  c>pring.  And  now  that  old  neighbor- 
hood, and  tliey  who  dwell  tiicrc,  liave  receded  into  (or  gone 
ahead  into)  a golden  age.  Ofien  in  the  twilight  I revisit 
the  old  scenes  and  faces;  UTid  sometimes  liave  a vision  of 
myself  in  old  age  returning  to  that  spot  wliere  I buckled 
oil  my  armor  for  a long  and  weary  war.  ^ 
liow  often  have  J longed  for  tk.e  old  woodland  walks,  the 
dreams  and  glories  of  the  days  when  every  busli  was  a 
‘burning  bush’  there  in  8andy  Spring.” 

In  a book  ])ublished  by  )\fr.  Conway  in  England,  which 
went  through  several  editions  during  the  war,  lie  describes 
his  first  imjiressions  on  visiting  the  neighborhood.  “It 
was  quite  different,’'  he  says,  “from  any  1 liad  ever  seen. 
So  beautiful  and  cheerful  was  this  Quaker  neighborhood, 
with  its  bright  homes  and  fields  filled  with  happy 
laborers,  the  only  happy  negroes  I had  any  wliere  known, 
that  I always  cx]/erienced  an  exhilaration  in  riding  there; 
and  liave  often  gone  several  miles  out  of  my  way  to  go 
through  it  to  my  appoiniments,  I could  tell  the  very 
line  on  the  ground  wheie  tlie  ordinary  Maryland  ended 
and  the  (Inaker  region  began.  J found  on  further 
a.cquaintance  that  I was  in  a place  where  mental  culture 
was  general,  where  there  was  a good  circulating  library 
and  excellent  schools,-  and  the  interior  life  of  Sandy 
Spring  more  .‘diractive  evon  than  the  exterior.*’ 

Another  inUMVai  of  nearly  twenty  years  jiassed  by, 
bringing  us  to  very  recent  limes,  when  an  ol)server  arrives 
in  the  neighborliood,  who  is  altogether  as  dilferent  in 
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ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING.  C3 

profossioD,  character  and  style  of  talents  from  the  two 
men  last  named,  as  they  from  one  anotlier.  During  liis 
stay  in  this  vicinit}",  Hon.  A.  G.  Eiddle  sent  to  an  Oliio 
jiewspaper  a communication  from  whicli  the  following 
descriptive  remarks  are  extracted:  “I  am  in  tlie  heart  of 
an  old-time  community  of  Quakers,  who  occu])y  all  these 
lovely  slopes  and  valleys  for  miles  around,  with  their  fine 
farms  and  beautifully  embowered  residences,  d.diey  are 
a rich,  cultivated  and  serene,  thoughtful,  conte mplalive, 
cliecrful  and  social  people,  with  many  really  learned  men 
among  them,  d’here  are  some  sixty  or  seventy  families 
v,-ho  liave  occu])ied  this  section  of  Maryland  for  seventy 
or  eighty  years'^  (he  should  have  said  ‘‘for  a century  and 
a half”).  “Eighty  or  ninety  years  ago  they  emancipated 
their  slaves,  who,  with  their  descendants,  live  on  small 
farms  around.  At  Sandy  S])ring  is  their  store,  postollice, 
lA'ceum,  school  house,  &c.,  and  there  too,  under  (In' 
grand  old  oaks  in  the  margin  of  a deej)  wood,  is  their 
tueeting  house.  The  whole  community,  southern  in 
tvjK*,  but  northeni  in  ])olitical  sentiments,  is  mad<‘  up  of 
niltivaied  and  relined  people.  1 have  seen  a good  do  a!  of 
them;  and,  on  the  whole,  I think  they  manage  to  get 
about  as  much  out  of  lilh  and  the  world,  in  the  way  of 
quiet,  cheerful  happiness,  as  any  people  I have  ever  met.” 
However  rose-colored  these  descriptions  may  a]»pear  to 
ourselves,  they  are  unquestionably  the  sincere  exjnvssion 
of  sentiments  of  three  truthful  and  gifted  observers--* 
outsidiTS  too,  and  with  no  seltish  interest  whatever  in 
this  region  of  ours.  The  question  now  suggested  to  us  i^. 
what  can  we  (who  are  stated  above  to  haveglie  laleni  i-i 
g'dling  ••so  much  out  of  lite  and  the  world  ”),  iu.oe  i!o  ■ ■ 
can  we  get  out  of  the  foregoing  })ortraitures  f The 
says,  and  every  wise  person  has  ihowjhi  the  same: 
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“ 01',  wad  some  }X)wer  the  giftie  gi’e  iis 
To  sec  ourselves  as  ilbcrs  see  us, 

It  wad  frae  mony  a blunder  free  us, 

And  foolisli  notion  ! ” 

There  is  one  notion  removed  hy  these  descriptions  of 
the  past,  which  I have  heard  expressed  by  sensible,  but 
misinformed  observers,  namely,  that  the  fame  of  Sandy 
Spring  is  entirely  of  recent  origin  and  due  in  large  part 
to  modern  importations;  which  is  not  so.  I might  have 
gone  back  more  than  forty  years  to  a considerably  more 
remote  period,  and  shown  that  already  in  those  early 
days  the  neighborhood  had  a reputation  extending  into 
the  adjoining  Stjites  or  provinces,  both  to  the  Xorth  and 
the  South.  Wliether  deserved  or  undeserved,  the  praise 
goeth  back  to  ancient  times;  “tlie  people  are  to  the 
manner  born/’ 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  all  those  flattering  expressions 
are  from  outsiders.  However  graciously  they  may  be 
received,  I have  never  known  the  parties  immediately  con- 
cerned to  make  use  of  such  cx[)ressions,  except  in  tlie  way 
of  quotations,  contributing  to  nnuisement.  It  is  no  fault 
of  ours  that  people  will  talk  so  about  us ; neither  is  it 
likely  to  do  us  harm.  Only  weak-minded  persons  are 
Imrt  by  this  sort  of  encomiums,  winch  are  taken  at  their 
real  value  by  tlie  reilecting,  who  know  thomselvos  and 
their  own  imperfections  better  than  otliers  can  know  them. 
Tlie  approval  of  the  judicious  is  a wholesome  encourage- 
ment and  stimiihmt,  especially  to  the  young.  An  ancient 
and  animating  motto,  originating  in  tlie  times  of  Frencli 
cliivalry, — ‘‘Abtblesse  oblige,” — admonishes  ns  in  tliat 
condensed  plirase.  that  nobleness  of  urigin  creates  an  obli- 
gation to  perform  noble  actions  and  li\e  noble  lives.  If 
our  young  people  will  take  this  sentiment  to  heart,  and 
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buckle  up  earnestly  to  the  work  that  devolves  on  tliem,  so 
Unit  some  intelligent  visitor  to  Sandy  Spring,  twenty,  forty, 
sixty  years  hence  slnill  be  able  to  write  and  print  sucli 
battering  descriptions  of  the  neighborhood  as  tliose  above 
transcribed,  the  local  historian  of  the  future  will  doubt- 
less copy  them  with  a satisfaction  very  similar  to  mine. 

And  now  it  becomes  my  duty  to  relate  the  incidents 
and  the  performances  of  the  year.  Such  a neighbor! lood 
so  higlily  spoken  of  ought  to  make  decided  progress  every 
year  of  its  existence.  It  may  be  tlie  fault  of  tlie  historian, 
but  the  achievements  of  the  past  year  do  not  strike  him  as 
having  been  very  exciting.  On  tlie  contrary,  it  has  been 
rather  a dull  yea,;  and  that  is  one  reason  why  he  lias 
been  induced  to  borrow  some  interest  by  recurring  to  the 
long  past.  V. 

To  those  who  have  been  for  years  yearning  for  a railroad, 
and  who  were  Cjuite  recently  excited  by  strong  hopos  of  an 
early  accomplishment  of  our  desires,  it  has  been  a tanta- 
lizing year.  The  arrival  of  engineers  to  coni})lelo  the 
survey  and  location  of  the  Laurel  Branch  was  aIlxiou:^[y 
expected  from  month  to  month  ; but  they  failed  to  coiUiX 
Some  relief  was  experienced  in  reading  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  looking  to  a new  line  running  from  Wasliingi<iu 
City  northward  : a considerable  degree  of  uncertainty  still 
hangs  over  tliat  prospect.'  To  aggravate  our  disiipjioint- 
ments,  we  have  been  favored  within  the  last  week  with  a 
long  list,  published  in  the  principal  iiewspa})cr  of  liie  Stau-, 
of  the  various  railroads  contemplated  in  ^Maryland,  but 
not  making  even  the  slightest  a.llusioii  to  a route  throueh 
Sandy  Siiring.  All  tins  suece;;^ioii  of  dL:-a[n’<>i3it !;i.  n* - 
would  be  enough  to  damp  the  :irdor  of  the  most  sangunw, 
were  it  not  for  a deep-rooted  conviction  still  held  by  soiia* 
of  the  best-informed  persons,  that  tlie  railroad  from  Tiuiir 
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of  Rocks  throngli  Laurel  is  a necessity  to  tlie  B.  & 0.  R.  R. 
and  therefore  mast  be  made.  To  tliose  determined  be- 
lievers there  are  not  wanting  nimiistakable  signs  of  that 
■which  is  to  come  to  pass : signs  that  will  be  Ausible  to 
others  erelong. 

In  the  meantime,  without  waiting  for  the  railroad,  but 
Avisely  putting  their  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  tlie  resi- 
dents of  the  eastern  section  of  the  neighborhood  have  made 
energetic  and  successful  exertions  to  ]>rocure  subscriptions 
for  an  important  turnpike  from  Asliton  to  Washiiigton 
City.  The  experience  of  this  open  winter  has  confirmed 
the  opinion  that  roads  imide  of  dirt,  howes'er  ridged  and 
drained,  cannot  be  relied  on  for  tlie  season  when  transpor- 
tation is  chiefly  carried  on  by  farmers.  Stone  roads  are 
now  the  great  desideratum.  The  benefit  of  those  pre- 
viously made  in  our  section  is  universally  acknowledged. 
In  tliis  reference  to  turnpikes,  it  is  worth  while  to  record 
the  amount  of  tolls  collected  at  the  Ashton  gate  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  $32^^. 81 ; in  the  previous  year,  §312,  vary- 
ing slightly  from  l)eing  twenty-seven  dollars  per  month 
for  the  last  tliree  years. 

•The  amount  of  agricultural  produce  in  the  neighbor- 
hood tlu^  past  year  may  be  considered  a fair  average,  not- 
withstanding a severe  drought  that  ])rovailed  through  the 
middle  and  latter  part  of  the  summer.  The  yield  of 
wheat,  as  reporRd  in  tiic  Fai-mers'  Club,  averaged  twenty 
bushels  per  acre:  probably  the  quantily  sown  was  not  so 
large  as  in  some  years.  Oats  yielded  unusually  well  and 
its  price  made  it  a profifablo  crop;  tlu^  amount  sown  was 
not  large,  groat  stajde,  eoi'n,  came  u])  mtudi  m.'arer 

to  the  average  than  was  autici[)ated  during  the  rainless 
inontlis.  Perhaps  this  favorable  yield  of  a crop  considered 
so  dependent  on  a ])ro})cr  supply  of  moisture  aflbrds  a 


DO 


,S,hUh  -j».rf.».™  *■•-  “"  -'  »■■  ‘ "Jit 
,bj  ,i«»iii«  «ii  »i  ffii'i'*  ' j't;'‘“ttiU'‘.i, 


».,i<»t!l  Mw  <wtr ■«» ■ ”■■*•’  '••  r 

i;,.m  oLVi  ■«  “"f 

loSlrtfiow*'!*  ^"'*’■^1  lllV.W.«l»  I'"«  0 'J»U>W 

SS5.  .■•  "•■"'•'■  •"■'■  "‘Tt 

itL »)  .iw*  <»»»  “ “ J ..I, 

-■^i(.f  ,v.  }<?  ! . - •<iai  'll  fUf'i'i  '.  lliiiiils 

...yril.lMriiiil  ..t  ■>''  ’f^. 

TiKt  « «*•  •<,«««  •*«■’■<  '^,|‘-.aS 

,ar  t!-..;»>.lJ  trdf.rw.ruin  «>lKOnl>J>Trr;»^^ 

•i«  feltivs  «A'S  , , 

S i'itt;,, -iJi  . •'  - «! 

■*r«  «•*«»  7. ■ ' <i,rr  .1  io« 

f .ri'^bmioo  qoi^»  /i  lo  I4^>i  { tm  ^ j ^ 
ft  fcfndaij  tnnm^  *i  ho  ^ 


4 

'i 


■■'s ;« 


AKNALS  or  SANDY  SPIilNG. 


G7 


more  convincing  evidence  than  any  we  have  lately  had  of 
tlie  increased  prod  active  capacity  which  our  farms  liavc 
attained.  The  other  partial  staple  of  the  neighborhood, 
potatoes,  also  yielded  well;  not  much  complaint  about 
the  cpiantity,  but  a great  deal  about  the  price.  The  fall- 
ing off  in  this  respect  will  cause  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  acres  to  be  planted  in  the  spring,  to  little  more 
than  one-third  of  the  seed  put  in  the  ground  the  past  two 
or  three  years. 

With  wheat  and  potatoes  at  half  price,  the  income  of 
our  farmers  has  been  seriously  affected.  One  crop,  how- 
ever, came  in  to  the  rescue.  Fortunately  the  hay  crop  was 
full  in  quantity,  and  fairly  remunerating  in  price.  Fruit 
was  {i.bundant,  as  it  had  not  been  for  a number  of  years. 

On  the  whole  one  may  say,  looking  fairly  into  the  actual 
results  of  the  past  year,  that,  although  we  cannot  call  it  a 
prosperous  one,  we  may  still  find  mucli  to  be  thankful  for. 
Ks])ecially  for  this:  tlie  farmer’s  life  presents  such  a 
variety  of  resources  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  all  shoiihi 
fail.  And  the  most  valuable  conclusions  we  can  gather 
from  this  fact  is  that  we  shonld  avail  ourselves  of  it,  by 
increasing  the  variety  of  our  productions  as  much  as 
practicable. 

There  can  be  no  harm  in  mentioning  that  the  present 
writer  has  for  several  years  been  anticipating  a drouglit 
ibr  tite  year  1870;  there  being  evidence  of  the  remarkable  j, 

fact  tliat  the  four  di'yest  seasons  of  tlie  present  century  u|)  I 

to  date  were  in  180G,  1822,  1838  and  1851,  whicli  show  j 

an  interval  of  sixteen  yoars.  This  would  bring  the  ]vrind  | 

(•f  ivgiilar  (hv;ught  rouml  to  tiui  pi-esent  ^■ear.  Y<»ur  i ' - ; 

toriau  gives  notice  that  if  tlie  drought  should  not  taau*-,  j 

lie  vdll  shelter  his  prediction  under  the  fact  that  it  came  j 

last  summer,  whicli  was  only  one  year  too  soon.  | 


1 


' ' ; , ■ , | ■ • . •"  .*» / 1 iP? a / n z i.3-  .’ji o bj a z z k J 

/ ' i ■’'•  ■■  '"1 

'i;>  I>jKf(  ‘rfr  f m ii*;ffrjy>rtoiih^  ^gniofiivKOo  oiom  1 

'rnirf  framl  ifo  f^nior\mq  b^xn-noni  ocll  | 

V,  1 ^vU  lo  offjjMa  hfHinq  mVV  i 

f xv'.iJ-a  o^ein  , 

'^..J  Hut  ^y.il\  .o  )nf[  •^itt  *i  HhI  »7ti4{tWJi)Ofi)  < 

, ^ - (,i  ifoitWaUrt  « ) ifiv? aii(t  nt  Ho  1 

‘ omto  vHiii  c^i  od  ot  e^ibn  1o  lodmt/n  j 

1"  rv'wt  imt(i  fijli  (>i  t'Kf  byoa  < 

‘ '?•  ^ Wiooni  ^dt'  r*>on‘7  bna  lUi  f( 

L i-uvf  <j[oio  9d:t  d1  nr  otxiiu>  ,i9V9  • 

^ ^frrbilwwmyi  7^'jml 
' ' .ailifr/ to  *io<tmwn  « -lol  nW  tonjnid  it  ^iHir.bjiu'du  &aff 
fKf}  l'>«  !>{(i 

i:  Ti  if  no  ionnuo  Off  iigr/odilxi  »di  lo  pjiffhoi  j^ 

.'i'dt  liAifnudt  od  o)  Jbnni  brtft  UtM  inm  ow  ,yftu  8ir(ruK{?^ivf 
! ::  ivwra  fi’tiJ  aVjfisTuI  odl^-  r^^dt  ‘f<A 

1; ;;-.■!»  Ibi  'ddi^^f^rnf  viwt*^!>e  »<  :»i4dt  to  liO'iuv  ^ J 

^ 1 «d  n;.;,  f.fj;*j  ,07/' ffrii^^^rHsinoo  Mont ‘‘it! J [oiA  .Hut 

j 7^  " YY.d»H  ‘t<>  feOvIfff'tMO  Wnodft '>'/y  !udi  »t  jdiit  anlt  inoit 

^i:  ihiuii  Bi'  n(Tori3»Wu|  7IJ0  lo  vHji'iUT  &di 

^ />Wnr)iii»u‘ifj 

0-,  ^nf^'iohrmn  nt.  rfnu^^  oin  t)'tod'l  ' • :.  , - 

, l'0.j,io-|b  u rto'Mi  mshi  fifiO/  t?  7ot  wof 

';.,  '1  ...  Mfehu^aoT^stdi-  ^niod-  oioiU^-im^ri--okoi  mu  lot 

, • ‘ OtI  V’TitftjlOO  3ii*l»ryt*|  odt  to  if}(fl  *Jijt  Jutli  i‘Xit 

‘ ^ doid7/  Inui  8!:8l  ^*ml>  <>^ 

■' ; , i'l-n  4 01  It  ^7fhiJ  ;f>tuo7/  fciifT  .»;ttf’>‘(  n7oty,'t«  to  li{V*;  »^oi 
f 7’:  ••!  iomY  odi  ct  lfni^/r}d^>»ib 

r^  ,<.uj  r>  ii,ii  idiKula  id'^ftcnb  iift  U iudt  oonoti  . 

'-’nu/j'ii  iiuU  ifiiul  odJ  V>l>ffu  aoi'ioifiyitj  aid  ‘i*>)i*3cfa  Ui'w  oi! 

® " ■''  '?■  .nt>oft  Ofio  v1«o‘eji*7^  ddfffvf  ,tofrifitiJ^ 


G8 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SI'KINO. 


The  boast  of  onr  neighborhood,  referring  entirely  to  the 
declaration  of  others  concerning  us,  is,  that  ‘^mental  im- 
provement goes  hand  in  hand  with  toil.”  What  are  the 
triumphs  of  the  year  in  a social  and  literary  way? 

The  four  settled  institutions,  clubs  and  associations, 
have  all  gone  aliead  in  their  usual  interesting  and  im- 
proving course.  That  outgrowth  of  the  Horticultural 
Society,  the  annual  fair,  held  in  the  ninth  month  at  Ly- 
ceum Hall,  was  highly  successful  at  its  last  celebration, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  o})inions  freely  expressed  by 
outsiders. 

It  would  deserve  a more  detailed  account  tlian  tlie  his- 
torian can  give,  he  not  being  present.  Another  literary 
association,  w'hich  has  taken  tb.e  name  of  the  “Sociable,” 
was  organized,  and  has  held  its  first  meeting.  From  the 
plan  and  arrangements  adopted,  there  is  reason  to  hope 
this  young  institution  may  be  ]n-oductive  of  practical  ad- 
vantage and  improvement  in  several  ways,  if  its  members 
“stick.”  If  they  do  it  will  be  the  more  creditable  to  them, 
because  they  liave  left  out  liie  supper,  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  found  an  essential  accom])animent  of  all  our 
permanent  associat ions. 

The  exercises  proper  to  this  building,  and  for  wliich  it 
was  principally  erected,  have  been  rather  less  frequent 
than  usual,  yet  not  altogether  neglected.  Indeed j tlie  lec- 
tures, tliougli  not  v(  ry  numerous,  were,  in  respect  of  quality, 
quite  up  to  par,  if  not  above  it.  Vfe  had  three  during  the 
year;  one  upon  Cuba,  by  Hon.  A.  G.  Fiddle,  one  upon  the 
Iiidiaiis.  by  Benjamin  Hallowoll,  and  one  upon  the  Yose- 
niite  Valley,  by  d'.  C.  'Baylor,  which  wme  m>i  b'cliiml  any 
of  the  ju'cvious  addresses,  'flic  lecture  ii])on  Ocean  Cur- 
rents, by  Mr.  Coleman,  is  also  well  'worthy  of  special  men- 
tion. Our  next  favor  in  this  line  depends  somewhat  on 
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Mr.  Eiddle,  Avhose  leisure  and  convenience  are  questions 
Vv’liich  our  secreto.rv  must  solve.  When  the  lecture  comes 
ve  can  all  warrant  its  excellent  quality. 

Tlie  schools  have  well  maintained  their  character.  The 
school  at  Sandy  Spring  has  been  conducted  with  increased 
excellence  under  several  professors,  male  and  female.  Still 
there  is  a want,  sensibly  felt,  of  a school  for  boys  of  higher 
grade,  if  they  are  to  keep  up  with  the  girls.  Somehow 
or  other  it  has  happened  that  for  many  5nars  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, the  fair  sex  have  held  the  reputation  of  being 
ahead  in  this  business  of  education,  and  have  no  doubt 
deserved  it.  Xow  the  question  comes  in  this  connection, 
wheiher  it  is  owing  to  this  fact  of  feminine  supremacy  in 
culture,  that  I am  obliged  to  make  a record  such  as  wjis 
never  made  before  in  the  seven  years  vdiich  are  covered  by 
this  narrative,  namely,  of  marriages  in  the  year,  none ; 
number  of  births,  eight,  pretty  well  distributed  round  the 
neighborhood,  except  in  the  central  parts  ; number  of 
deaths  belonging  properly  to  Sandy  Spring,  four. 

The  Savings  Institution  made  better  pi'ogress  during 


its  second  year  t'Uan 

was  expected,  even 

by  its  sanguine 

BUjiporters. 

Present  Y car. 

First  Year. 

Keceipts  in  Bank, 

?16, 084.24 

?9,515 

Amount  withdrawn. 

• 6,873.82 

2,t;05 

Interest  accrued. 

771.51 

240 

On  de])Osit, 

16,115.75 

7,120 

Ko.  of  depositors, 

266 

183 

Besults  v/hich  may 

be  viewed  as  encouraging  in  sc-v«.*ral 

o o 

i'e>|  .ects.  Times  can  not  be  so  verij  hard. 

Before  taking  timil  leave  of  the  annals  of  ’69-70,  I will 
ask  you  to  revive  with  me  the  recollection  of  the  evening 
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of  tlie  IStli  January.  A literary  entertainment  had  been 
provided,  consisting  of  readings,  recitations,  &c.,  some  of 
them  novel  in  their  character.  The  hall  was  full  to  its 
greatest  comfortable  capacity,  and  tlie  attention  and  inter- 
est of  the  audience  were  evidently  sustained  in  a lively 
manner,  to  the  close  of  the  proceedings.  The  perfor- 
mances were  in  a general  way  highly  satisfactory,  giving 
assurance  that  our  neighborhood  need  never  want  for 
entertainments  of  this  sort,  if  only  the  necessary  enterprise 
is  used  in  getting  them  u}). 

But  there  was  a gratification  experienced  on  that  oc- 
casion, while  viewing  tlie  room  and  its  occupants,  beyond 
the  amusement  of  the  moment,  in  siieculating  upon  the 
living  material  there  collected  together.  Itetlecting  that 
the  future  of  Sandy  Spring  is  fo  lie  built  up  mainly  of 
that  material,  your  historian  found  great  satisfaction  in 
observing  that  it  had  never  appeared  to  better  advantage. 
The  material  is  still  sound  at  heart;  and  the  building 
must  rise  higher  and  higher  from  year  to  year:  whether 
the  progress  shall  be  fast  or  slow  will  depend  entirely  on 
the  care  taken  to  develop  and  eni]»loy  the  intelligence 
necessary  to  direct  the  mode  of  struct  are,  to  discover  its 
proper  place  for  eacli  tie  and  brace  and  beam,  to  di-ess  and 
shape  them  rightly,  and  to  do  all  the  work  as  under  tlie 
eye  of  the  Master  Builder. 

Note:  Some  additional  statistics  of  interest  have  been 

prepared  by  incpiiring  friends,  which,  on  being  carefully 
verified,  are  considered  worth}"  of  a place  in  the  record. 

Number  of  men  over  '21  being  without  wives,  18;  num- 
lier  of  women  over  21  being  without  husbands,  GO:  num- 
ber of  w idows,  df; ; mimh,  r of  widowrrs,  2 ! 

Does  this  last  exhiliii  indicate  (as  lias  been  savagely  as- 
serted) that  the  men  take  ten  times  as  good  care  of  their 
v/ives  as  the  wives  do  of  their  husbands? 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Fkom  4tii  Month,  4th,  3870,  to  Fourth  Month,  3d,  1871. 


Jveasons  for  commencing  the  Lyceum  year  with  the  4ih  month  — 
Moralizing  — Advance  of  tlie  seasons  — Of  the  16  year  prophecy 
— Census  of  Friends’  Monthly  Meeting,  and  of  our  agriculture 
— New  buildings  — On  roads,  the  Norwood  Branch  — Sileii'-e 
about  “ Bailroad  ” — “ The  Home  Interests  ” — Tim  Fanner’s 
Club  in  reference  to  the  moon  — Oyster  Shell  Lime  vs.  Phos- 
phates— County  Agricultural  Fair  in  place  of  the  Horticul- 
tural— The  Sociable  takes  up  the  subject  of  arnusoiueiits  — 
Society  and  late  hours  — The  ‘‘  Marriage  gale  ” — FeaiTs  for  tlie 
Ijyccum  — Visit  of  Caroline  Talbott. 


I ask  you  to  join  with  me  in  selLcongmtulation  upon 
the  circumstance  of  our  haying  accidentally  fixed  thi 
special  period  as  tlie  commencement  of  our  I^yceum  year. 
It  is  very  near  about  the  time  which  was  used  by  our  fore- 
fathers for  centuries  as  the  beginning  of  tlie  civil  year; 
amh  although  some  pestilent  reformers,  just  one  liundrcd 
ami  twenty  years  ago,  changed  the  old  aiTaugcinenls,  mak- 
itig  New  Year’s  Day  come  near  about  midwinter  (on  the 
saihe  ])crverse  principle  by  wliich  the  day  begins  in  the 
7/u'iidIi'  of  tlie  night),  still  it  is  undeniable  that  nature  has 
selected  tliis  particular  period  in  average  seasons  for  be- 
giimiiig  licr  year.  It  has  also  been  found  in  most  oilier 
iieigliborlioods  witli  wliich  I am  acquainted,  to  he  the  best 
season  for  business  amuigements  connected  with  passing 
from  one  year  into  the  ru-xt.  In  the  northern  counties  ol 
tids  State,  and  in  some  eif  Uie  adjacent  States,  the  iir'i  oi 
April,  as  1 am  told,  is  tlie  people's  moving  day,  renting 
day,  hiring^ day,  and  general  settlement  day.  It  is  con- 
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sidered  for  various  good  reasons  a more  convenient  period 
than  mkbvincer ; and  the  festive  season  of  Christmas  is 
not  clouded  hy  tlioughts  of  having  to  provide  the  next 
week  for  certain  })ecuniary  arrangements  which  the 
farmer  has  not  yet  had  time  to  meet.  My  purpose  now  in 
bringing  these  (considerations  forward  is  merely  to  demon- 
strate that  we  liappened  to  fall  upon  tlie  true  and  natural 
period  for  commencing  our  liistorical  year,  witli  the 
special  purpose  of  hiking  a simple,  sensible,  serious  re- 
view of  the  one  just  closed.  It  is  surely  the  part  of  wis- 
dom to  do  so.  I know  it  has  been  said  ‘‘  Let  the  dead  past 
bury  its  dead!’^  Very  good.  We  bury  the  past  as  we 
last  week  buried  the  seeds  of  gi’iuss,  grain  and  garden,  to 
come  up  again.  ‘^There's  the  rub,”  and  the  good  of  it: 
they  won’t  buried;  they  will  come  up.  Besides,  Ave 
know  well  that  if  avc  want  clover  and  oats  and  sweet  corn, 
Ave  must  not  scatter  garlic  and  daisy  and  chickAveed. 

“Sown  ill  darkness,  or  sown  in  liirht, 

Sown,  ill  AVeakne^,  or  sown  in  nii^dit, 

Sown  in  meekness,  or  sown  in  veratli, 

In  the  broiul  world-lield  or  the  sliadowu'  path, 

Snnz  will  the  harrt.'it  ix? ! “ 

Your  historian  is  not  accustom-ed  to  be  so  poetical  and 
moralistic  at  the  commoncement  of  his  review.  Forgive 
him!  The  extraordinary  fervor  must  .surely  be  suggested 
by  the  extraordinary  jirogress  and  early  luxuriance  of  the 
present  season.  We  have  had  in  many  respiects  an  ex- 
traordinary year.  Tlte  most  marked  feature  Avas  an  nn- 
nsual  regularity  in  tlie  tidvance  of  the  sitceessivc  seasons. 
Last  spring  was  not  an  early  on-:';  Vmt  avIkui  it  did  fairly 
commence,  li  Avout  on  with  scarcely  any  i»f  iliuse  back- 
sets so  common  in  our  climate.  Ko  “ winter  lingering  in 
the  lap  of  May”  last  year.  The  summer,— -well,  the  sum- 


sv 


I>oi*i9(|  \$vM»<vvw>  trioru  u mi^im  banobis 

ai  Ifn  :idi(i'^/Mnj  nniW 

ina  ‘>ft^  tji»(Toi.f  oi  ‘to  etfixi^od:  V«amv)Vc>  )ort 

s/it  ifoift'/r  Muafits«jn>iitii  •fwiao^.-t  uiuita-)  iJl  iwit 
'iu.  vm  cmir-n\  '#  te.w  t.J  <M.ii>  rt./if  J jt  4oi<  ?..-;tl  iwiiiil 
.(.K.m;»i»  o)  il  /iJiti  si  fwRwt'v)  ?!wirinv()ioco  > ssadi  anQiiod 
tKiiilsa  iHut  sin+  Mtt  (ffiifn  iiwJ  oi  IuiK><'i',<ni  aw  l*<ft  sJirtta 
oilf  :tHw  ,ii;av  U'tmisiji 

-VI  auohsa  .slllhtt'w  .?■!'(«'»«  * ^uiiSisl  5o  'awjTiiit  li!i3‘J<(« 
-fci 7T  W .Hj«j  8fU  7l‘/i.;r.  ei  i 1 .Swjra  sno  srit  1o  wsij 
i»iM  b«si)  s»U  a-xr”  1>«»  H»'l  «»rf  Ji  '“'if''''  f '•'* 

'TL  mn  atfi  v.a.J,-.W  , inK-rr'^V  .!i  v.»d 

o)  .nofajtg  Low  itiRT^  lo  «•«'■« 

:lt  V.  Loos  O.IJ  Lim  ".(ftn  aril  *'»}/rr*‘  -(><  wi«<o 

aw  ,BsJJe'«i  .'jn  otnoa  Miw  /atO  :Ii-iTiiif  v.i'Va  t « vw  •^ailt 
,ino9[t«W«  Lrti;  Blwj  i>itJ»  Mi<‘>  >'''  li  wo/til 


v^ii4>  lirti.  T>h»m  i-  ti  isiiia 

^iitviwi  iii  ftVK'ft  ‘Hi  > ^ <U  it'ffOii 

,i{m\  W'*iJ-i4iow  ^4f  nl 


*'  I ‘4,t  lU**/  j toVii 


Lmi  ^wVi\ifS\  oa  •«,(  ot  L'Mi  ilBflTWi  10(1  ai  (ittiwlsi/i  IBuY 
0/(510''!  .waia  .i  aid  'll  )ti  >(noniomiiio';t  irti  J»  opiitawia 
lolBiSSOs  '•<!  vlatti*  »BU»(i  mvisi  -noKiLioKiliO  o«!T  1 mid 
ariJ  iroo<!)iiii>i.aJ  ijii  ' ! "'K  Bsoisoio  ;nimiLio«i!x'i  sd)  vd 
-r.‘t  ii/i  f.jos'f'’'''  ■fOTW'  Of  Imd  4‘iiifl  '/If  .o<>»4;'«<  !hsbo'h{ 
-mi  H«  iw  oiiito!  L-'Ittm  J*o(!t  o.H:  -(;i««If>w«U 

,,m«(via  ovi»-'.'>osn»  '■(!  1 To  ■ism.  /Lo  aiH  «(  idiwl  o-  'i  fntiiti 
vhi«1  Lil-  i:  (( •ifw  i»i : ;-  'toyLri;M'ii  loii  taiaTi''i;t’>  *»o.l 
• hi'iH  1!  .'.i  jit  >ar»ioO 

Hi  ^^lUTimin  r»i«U  ^\>4  . in  ,«oH»mo-j  rx«  ?/t08 

-mui  odi  JPjif— ^iT  .wv  iiM.I  '*  x*^il  1u  ‘(/it  f>dJ 


ANKALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


73 


Dier  went  on  regularly  too,  until  it  attained  a high  steady 
temperature,  Avhicli  was  of  such  intensity  as  probably  not 
to  have  passed  altogether  out  of  your  recollection.  Then 
came  the  autumn,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  that  any  of  us 
has  known:  its  calm  lovely  days  by  no  means  ‘‘the  saddest 
of  the  year,”  followed  one  another  in  a remarkable  succes- 
sion of  gradually  reduced  temperature  overlapping  far  into 
December,  and  putting  off  the  actual  advent  of  winter 
until  all  might  be  supposed  ready  for  his  coming.  Fresh 
roses  in  bloom  were  plucked  from  the  gardens  late  into 
December.  At  length,  winter  came  just  as  we  like  to  see 
it,  “short,  sharp  and  decisive”;  and  withal  dry,  but  es- 
pecially short.  From  roses  in  December  26th  to  hya- 
cintlis  in  March  17th,  both  in  bloom  in  the  open  air,  was 
a rapid  move.  Indeed,  March  seems  to  have  missed  his 
usual  place  in  the  calendar.  Ilis  absence  caused  no  grief. 

We  have  now  made  the  circuit  of  the  year:  yet  anoth.er 
mutter  in  regard  to  the  weather  remains  to  be  referred  to. 
Your  historian  undertook,  in  the  review  of  last  year,  to 
U!uk(‘  something  like  a pro])hecy  for  the  next.  How  is  it 
as.  to  the  i'uiniment?  AVas  there,  or  was  there  not, 
drouglit  in  the  year  1870?  If  this  question  wa.s  ]uo- 
}H>iinded  in  many  large  sections  of  this  country,  and  a!s«* 
in  Knro}K‘,  there  would  come  a decided  answer  in  the 
afllrmative.  I collected  various  newspaper  extracts,  wliieli 
prove  the  existence  of  a severe  and  extensive  drougld ; but 
it  is  not  necessary  to  read  them.  You,  farmers,  who  aro 
s<>  fortunate  as  to  have  potatoes  to  sell,  know  well  enough 
wliy  file  ])rice  tluit  you  reali/^e  is  so  unexpectedly  hiuh. 
'rh(.‘  low  waters  and.  dry  v/ells  and  iee-]>ond.s  offered 
'd  tlu.‘  same  fuel.  Tiiere  was  a considerable.  <,lrougnt  iii 
tlie  year  1870.  But,  on  tlie  other  hand,  when  we  recall 
the  painful  recollection  of  copious  and  continued  nerw 
7 


a h-huMiVi  no  hta  ft  vnn 

io/r  Vl\f4id<viq  U v4ffeuo1(ii  dt)iT«  lo  ^JVff  (Wtd^r 
mniT  ,ftoi»o^UoW  in?n  ^ 

RTr  'jo  YW  JrtrJl  r>ifO,nmn)jfR  -iril  omiv) 

ifr  <f»hn«  ?iiJ4Ji>£n  Qif  Jj'Aib  ’jfJ-^’/ot  fitfjio  air  :ffvro(t/l  -iwl 

>ti»  ^ *ffitiiOi?a  mo  ' .iwrit  »rf)  1o 

tjit  /Jb>uf>trn2.1o  noia, 

1-tufM  1i,>  i^irV)n  «^fU>.v  r>fi«:  ,vxffcr'j^a. 

i|  . nM  • rbn's'^  c4  Jilafm  *4jiff 

mot  Qiiw  fff0<»{4  ni 

im  o’i  o>Jil  ^'ir  BO  M .T>J#nwCI 

!5®<1u4  ,^ib  IM'ft  hm  i>m  qi^^a  4i  . 

‘ -i.?7K''of  m moil.-'  y,tfijibv[' 

ER7;*  .ilir  flW{0  iirff!Ool4;iii  ftK^I  ilwl/.  rri  sifiin^ 

kid  oi  ?irn>9^  •^^fow  beqisf  « 

^'m%  Oil  imrito 

w<Mf  omd  o ff^ 

4;j.r  o^?f»ttm<n  <4  nr -(‘^Hiuif 

..;  /iv,v;  )uA  1c>  ^omn  oi 

Ji  M v/./ff  dr.m  YfU  WJ  <(y/rfc|W(  A 

K .Uni  •/r  di  Kaw  i *rr>«tliUia  ui  ,•« 

'Vai'if  w,  kd\cOttpyidi  Tf  5 Of  HI  lirvt  ‘iff*  ni 

i»>,f<j  i>m;  /n^itrK#*'  »itU  *)<»  a(i'>  '{arm  mi  h'‘t»m'*j*i 

wii  (if  ft  *!V 

(Vwtl-  .'  ,*5*'/nk’>  ■?>’.j;;q>r«'«n  ^(fohr.v  k4^too  t .s^iftiiunifk 

utrj  ; .tfft?fH>tl>  ovi^.rtof/a  htu\  m f'}^  A yo  oifbovw.j 

•rfi;  ,^inT  fvjm  f)t  )«>rt  fcl  3»- 

J\\d  viW'>*K}i<»faj  08  ai  •wU 

>>,Yn  l»y  .‘no  vfSioq.  tmt  1 Mf n ‘ Y;4>-  Uii*jV?‘4«  ir  v^t 
iM  j 4;i  >tli 

U-o  T y/f  md'u  jHmii  lodJo  f»(i)''^ti6  .rM  4>r«t  t^iv  | 

, , rr.jia  lo  ooU^HootJi 


74 


ANXALS  OF  SANDY  SPKIXG. 


last  June,  by  which  our  vrheat  crop  was  so  greatly  injured; 
added  to  which  that  no  single  crop  with  us  suffered 
seriously  from  want  of  moisture,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  your  historian  was  justly  taunted  with  having  Ids 
prediction  cast  up  to  him,  and  is  very  willing  to  admit 
that  it  would  be  safer  to  coniine  himself  hereafter  to  his 
proper  province  of  the  past.  And  yet,  the  practical  point 
which  he  meant  to  make  was  borne  out  in  one  important 
particular,  namely,  that  he  whc>  should  put  in  his  potato 
crop  in  moist  land  and  tend  it  properly  would  profit  by 
the  predicted  drought.  I venture  to  ask  you  to  remember 
this  in  1886. 

My  reason  for  dwelling  somewhat  on  the  preceding  sub- 
ject will  be  apparent  to  you  all ; and,  as  many  weather 
predictions  are  just  now'  coming  into  vogue,  you  Avill 
excuse  the  long-drawn  specimen  of  this  sort  of  prophecy: 
but  it  is  time  that  we  change  tlie  theme. 

Whatsoever  other  events  of  joy  or  sorrow  the  year  just 
ended  has  brought  to  us,  it  lias  taken  none  of  us  aavay. 
Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  persons  now'  in- 
cluded in  ‘^our  neighborhood,''  all  still  live — all  of  ns, 
w'ith  several  more  added.  It  has  been  a year  for  taking 
the  census  in  more  cases  than  one.  The  Friends  had  it 
taken  of  the  members  of  their  own  Society.  The  figures 
show  a fair  increase  during  the  last  ten  years.  Then,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  members  of  Sandy  Spring  Monthly 
Meeting  were  enumerated ; now  the  number  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  an  increase  of  full  twenty  per  cent. 
The  State  of  ularyiaiul  has  made  an  increase  of  only  13 
ptT  cent,  in  tlic  same  pvriod. 

The  miiional  ( 'Ui'Us  furni'hed  some  facts  in.  regard  to 
the  agriculinral  })rndiietions  of  our  neighborhood  wiiieli 
are  worth  recording  here.  Your  historian  having  held 
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llic  oiVK^e  of  Census -taker  in  botli  the  years  of  1850  and 
is  eiiahled  to  compare  tlie  products  of  nine  farms  at 
those  two  several  periods.  The  estimate  is  given  in  the 
moneyed  value  at  present  prices. 

T(Cnil  value  of  productions  in  1850,  $10,365.  In  1870, 
$36,3*10.  Average  per  farm  in  1850,  $1151 ; in  1870, 
$0)35,  which  shows  an  increase  on  the  same  land  over 
foM. 

Tills  augmented  production  in  the  last  twenty  years 
will  scarce) v surprise  }'ou:  a more  important  question 
ju-t  now  is  whether  the  improvement  still  goes  on  in  the 
same  ratio  from  year  to  }Tar.  I think  it  does.  From  tlic 
best  observation  that  I can  make  during  the  present  year, 
there  appears  to  be  no  falling  off  in  the  energetic  prose- 
cution of  the  labors  of  agriculture  among  our  people.  I 
think  tliat,  as  an  instance  of  industry  well  applied,  there 
has  been  a greater  sltow  of  large  stones  taken  up  in 
}dowed  fields  than  has  been  usually  the  ease  in  one  year. 
'I'hc  iilowman  who  is  careful  to  remove  these  obstructions 
i--  not  likely  to  fail  in  other  measures  for  amelioraiing  the 

Also  there  is  now  going  on  in  the  ncighborliood  a more 
than  usual  number  of  buildings,  and  these  of  the  best 
sort  for  fanners;  all  this  in  spite  of  the  alleged  ‘'‘hard 
times.”  It  may  be  that  the  work  of  improvement  is 
shown  more  in  the  number  of  new  houses  than  in  now 
hanis\  which  would  not  be  considered  a favorable  iiuli- 
catiou  in  some  distiacts.  It  is,  liowTver,  in  aceordauco 
with  the  F])ird  of  Sandy  Spring,  which,  tliougli  a}'pro- 
ciatiiig  rme  stock  at  their  full  value,  has  always  ]» re f'nvd. 
aud  it  id  iu  be  hoped  always  will  |■reier,  to  prosiih-  u.  r 
the  (‘omf()rt  and  w'elfare  of  liuinau  beings. 

Next  iu  iupKirtaucc  to  improvements  of  the  farm,  so  lar 
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as  the  substantial  material  interests  of  the  people  are  con- 
cerned, comes  the  subject  of  roads.  It  was  mentioned  in 
the  last  chapter  that  vigorous  efforts  were  being  made  to 
construct  a turnpilve  from  Ashton  to  the  district  line,  a 
large  subscription,  whicli  was  a surprise  to  man}',  having 
been  obtained.  During  the  year  several  miles  of  the  work 
have  been  done ; difficulties  remain  to  be  overcome  before 
it  is  completed,  yet  none  that  can  stop  such  men  as  have 
undertaken  to  finish  the  work. 

The  year  is  noted  for  anotlier  enterprise  in  the  line  of  a 
turnpike;  one  to  connect  Sandy  Spring  more  directly 
with  the  main  stem  from  llrookeville  to  AVashington. 
This  enterprise,  which  may  be  said  almost  to  have 
sprung  into  being  full  grown,  like  Minerva  from  the 
brain  of  Jupiter,  has  also  met  v/ith  drawbacks  in  the  exe- 
cution, but  is  nov/  proceeding  with  steady,  deliberate  pro- 
gress. Impelled  by  an  energy  ‘‘  that  knows  no  such  word 
as  fail,'’  and  backed  up  by  tlie  strong  corporation  of  the 
main  stem,  it  is  sure  to  lie  set  down  in  my  next  record 
among  the  finished  labors. 

After  the  discussion  of  turniiikes  you  will  naturally 
expect  some  reference  to  an  interesting  suliject  that  has 
had  a place  in  all  the  ]irecc:ding  annals.  But,  if  it  is 
only  for  variety  I must  disappoint  you  this  tiine,  passing 
on  to  other  tojucs,  scarcely  saying  the  word  ‘‘railroad.'’ 
We  shall  none  the  less  “ keep  a great  thinking  about  it”; 
and  doubtless  have  a great  deal  to  say  next  year! 

So  mucli  for  material  jirogress.  How  is  it  with  things 
social,  intellectual  and  spiritual? 

The  incident;-;  of  th.e  year,  so  far  a:s  they  have  been  re- 
f.'rivd  to,  sli'oe  Jio  want  of  11  lb  !!•  thes<*  i\';rpects,  but  ratlier 
the  contrary,  ddic  various  associations  wiiich  are  becom- 
ing the  chief  characteristics  of  our  neighborhood  arc 
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flourishing  and  increasing  in  numbers.  A new  society 
was  formed  during  last  summer,  with  the  interesting  and 
])romising  title  of  “Home  Interests.”  Its  peculiar  feature 
appears  to  be  that  it  is  composed  exclusively  of  young  mar- 
ried folks.  If  there  is  not  much  known  about  this  society 
outside  its  own  circle,  this  is  no  cause  for  wonder  or  blame, 
since  the  important  and  interesting  class  of  which  it  is 
composed  are  always  sure  to  find  no  lack  of  subjects  with- 
in, and  concerning  themselves  alone.  This  freemasonry 
will  doubtless  expand  and  receive  accessions  of  now  mem- 
bers. 

Tlie  older  “Ladies’  Association”  (using  the  term  only 
in  reference  to  the  date  of  its  formation)  pursues  the  even 
tenor  of  its  way,  neither  straying  aside  on  the  one  hand  to 
urge  disturbing  political  tlieories,  nor  on  the  other  to  oppose 
them,  but  devoting  itself  to  “moral  and  social  improve- 
ment”; ready  to  aid  all  proper  benevolent  enterprises  in 
feeding  and  clothing  the  destitute  at  home  or  in  the  far 
West. 

d'he  Farmers’  Club  at  one  of  its  meetings  last  year 
threw  o!f  in  a very  decided  manner  any  imput.-ition  tiiat 
might  be  started,  of  its  beginning  to  feel  “ the  infirmities 
of  age,”  on  the  occasion  of  a suggestion  from  one  of  the 
members  that  “'the  time  might  come”  when  the  winter 
meetings  could  be  dispensed  with.  The  pro})Osition  met 
with  no  favor.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  agreed  by  a num- 
ber of  the  members  to  undertake  at  once  a regular  series 
of  useful  farm  experiments,  which  im])lies  an  energy 
almost  youtliful  in  its  character.  It  is  not  in  my  ja)W(‘r 
t'>  say  whetlier  the  younger  Farmers’  Club  is  doing  iis 
whole  duty  in  th.iL  way.  If  ir  shrinks  from  any  d.my  that 
merely  re(|uires  a little  trouble,  the  time  may  conse  wlum 
it  will  be  distinguislied  from  its  senior  confrere  as  being 
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the  club  Y'liich  meets  of  moonlight  evenings.  However, 
some  of  its  members  are  engaged  in  an  experimeirt  which 
I am  disposed  to  regard  with  great  interest:  namely,  the 
application  of  oysier-sliell  lime.  OHje  period  has  arrived, 
at  least  on  some  of  our  farms,  when  concentrated  ammo- 
niacal  and  phosphated  fertilizers  will  no  longer  suffice  to 
restore  to  the  soil  tlie  vast  amount  of  material  carried  to 
town  in  the  form  of  hay. 

The  Horticultural  Society,  once  deemed  exclusive,  but 
really  the  least  so  of  all,  embracing  as  it  does  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  proved  its  importance  last  year  both  by  what 
it  did  and  what  it  omitted.  I refer  only  to  the  latter 
charge.  It  was  concluded,  though  witli  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  a portion  of  the  juembers,  to  omit  the  September 
Fair,  and  concentrate  efforts  on  the  County  Fair  soon  to 
take  place  in  Eockvilie.  The  motive  was  good,  but  the 
result,  in  its  effects,  was  of  doubtful  advantage.  County 
Agricultural  Fairs,  the  larger  the  better,  are  good  things, 
but  horse  races  are  bad  things;  and  tliis  neighborhood  will 
be  untrue,  not  merely  to  its  religious  professions,  but  to 
the  moral  character  whicli  its  people  have  certainly 
claimed,  if  it  fails  to  distinguish  between  innocent  amuse- 
menis,  and  those  which,  if  not  essentially  immora],  are  at 
least  hurtful  in  immediate  or  remote  inlluence.  Perhaps 
no  question  of  more  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of 
the  neighborhood  has  loomed  up  during  the  year  than 
that  which  relates  to  the  subject  of  auiusements. 

Jffit  I assure  you,  before  going  furll'ier  into  this  question, 
that  I do  not  mean  to  forget  that  a history  is  not  a sermon. 
Tlnit  is  to  say.  not  directly  such:  aiid  yet  history  were 
imver  worth  the  ^vriliug,  ifildo-s  nca  indii  eetly  ]U’each  ihc 
truth  to  us.  it  is  the  saying  of  some  old  sage,  Tell  me  a 
people’s  amusements,  and  I will  tell  you  their  cliaracter 
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and  in  accordance  with  this  principle  they  have  always 
been  considered  within  tlie  province  of  tlie  historian. 

In  order  to  perform  this  part  of  my  task,  it  is  now  the 
proper  time  to  refer  to  one  of  the  neighborhood  associations, 
liitherto  passed  by.  If  any  donbt  was  expressed  in  regard 
to  the  new  institution,  called  the  Sociable,*’  whether  the 
members  were  likely  to  ‘‘stick,”  the  customary  provision 
^ox  feed  being  left  out  of  the  plan  of  the  society,  the  experi- 
ence of  the  present  year  has  served  to  banish  that  doubt. 
Tl)e  Sociable  has  been  the  most  popular  thing  of  tlie  sea- 
son; its  plan  seems  to  have  worked  well  every  way.  'The 
system  of  giving  attention  to  elementary  principles  of  edu- 
cation, and  calling  all  the  members  to  bear  a part,  both 
with  tongue  and  pen,  is  calculated  to  be  highly  improving. 
The  written  essays  have  possessed  real  merit,  and  there  are 
several  young  writers  thus  developed  by  learning  tlieir 
own  ]iowers,  who,  after  acquiring  by  practice  the  grand 
atf  aiiiinents  of  compression  and  brevity,  will  be  able  to  sus- 
tain and  increase  the  literary  reputation  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Others  have  talked  about  establishing  a paper  at  Sandy 
Sj'rijig;  but  these  young  peo})le  of  ours  have  got  it  up, 
and  very  creditably  too.  Possibly  it  may  be  the  germ  of 
a larger  enterprise  of  this  sort.  ^Yere  it  only  as  easy  to 
support  a paper  pecuniarily  as  to  fill  its  columns  with 
good  reading  matter,  the  thing  were  very  practicable  here. 

The  juveniles  of  the  Sociable  naturally  took  up  tlie  sub- 
ject of  amusements  for  discussion.  Youth  and  amu.-e- 
inents  have  a natural  connection.  They  seem  to  have 
carried  on  tlie  discussion  \vith  tlie  freedoiii  that  belongs  to 
the  times,  yet  with  the  a]>pareni  desire  to  bring  tin- 
tions  involved  to  the  test  of  reason  and  trutln  The  tlav 
has  })usscd  when  tlicsc  or  any  other  questions  can  l>** 
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settled  by  tradition  or  authority.  Let  the  young  people 
freely  examine  arid  test  for  themselves!  It  has  become  a 
very  interesting  ])roblem  at  this  time,  in  which  the  old  as 
well  as  tlie  young  are  concerned,  and  in  which  the  views 
peculiar  to  both  are  entitled  to  consideration,  to  determine 
the  nature  and  limits  of  rational  recreation.  Your  histo- 
rian will  now  only  observe,  in  his  effort  to  impress  the 
lessons  of  history  touching  the  subject,  that  all  amusements 
should  be  brought  to  tliese  tests:  Do  they  tend  to  pro- 

mote health  or  endanger  it?  to  refine  the  feelings,  or  to 
render  tliem  more  coarse?  to  produce  respect  to  what  is 
really  worthy  of  reverence,  or  to  produce  the  reverse  ? In  a 
word,  does  the  individual  in  practicing  the  sport  feel  as  if 
he  was  higher  up  in  the  scale  of  being,  or  does  he  feel  a 
little  lower  down,  after  it  is  over  ? Years  hence,  the  stand- 
ing of  this  neighborhood  will  show  the  inlluence  of  hav- 
ing adopted  the  one  or  the  other  sort  of  amusement. 

We  have  now  discussed  the  various  societies.  What 
shall  be  said  of  ‘SSociety,”  technically  so  called  ? Accord- 
ing to  the  newspapers,  the  idea  of  society  at  the  Capital 
seems  to  consist  in  descriptions  of  the  dresses  worn  by 
ladies  at  parties.  Although  it  must  be  admitted  that  tlie 
fashion  of  dress  should  have  a ])lace  in  history,  the  present 
VvU'iter  feels  wholly  inadequate  to  that  part  of  his  task.  Xor 
does  he  receive  any  help  on  tliis  }ioint  in  turning  to  the 
valuable  information  furnished  him  by  the  lady  who  has 
consented  to  render  some  assistance  it\  this  portion  of  the 
annals.  Since  slic  says  not  a word  jibout  changes  in  the 
style  of  attire,  from  bonnet  to  sIip})or,  we  must  continue 
our  sin  of  omission.  It  is  dut\,  hn\v(‘ver,  to  the  im]»ortance 
ef  tlie  suhject,  to  .‘'uv  a word  in  ree:o'd  to  Social  usag(>s,  U)r 
they  certainly  rise  to  the  dignity  of  history.  In  tliesc  pro- 
miscuous details  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  accord- 
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ing  to  my  observation,  there  have  been  fewer  parties  this 
past  3"ear  than  in  some  previous  seasons;  and  tliis  has  ap- 
peared to  be  a creditable  circumstance,  as  evincing,  in  a 
proper  way,  the  appreciation  felt  by  the  lovers  of  social 
pleasures,  of  the  rather  hard  times,  and  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  some  to  fulfil  all  their  obligations  with 
accustomed  punctuality. 

It  is  also  well  deserving  of  mention,  while  referring  to 
the  subject  of  social  usages,  that  a manly  effort  was  made 
this  year  (wliich  scarcely  met  a womanly  seconding)  to 
check  the  growing  evil  of  “late  hours.’^  It  is  very  much 
to  be  hoped  that  an  evil  so  indisputable  among  country 
people  will  resist  the  influence  of  city  example.  There 
is,  in  this  mattei’,  a positive  discordance  between  the  pro- 
prieties of  toAvn  and  country.  There  is  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  “hard  times,”  so  often  unjustly  complained 
of,  is  this  year  not  Avholly  a myth;  the  o})erations  of  the 
“Sandy  Spring  Savings  Institution ” serve  to  show  the 
correctness  of  the  complaint.  The  amount  received  from 
depositors  in  the  present  year  is  only  Sfl'i’lo,  being  5^0300 
less  (lian  the  ])receding.  The  amount  now  invested  is 
which  must  be  regarded  as  a decided  indication 
of  a prosperous  and  useful  institution. 

Among  the  most  interesting  ])henomena  of  the  year 
whose  events  have  ]>asscd  into  history,  was  one  which 
impressed  the  country  everywliere,  so  far  as  our  acquaint- 
ance extends — a ]deasant  gale,  if  we  may  term  it  so,  which 
reached  our  neighborhood  in  ilie  autumn,  and  blew  fur  a 
time  with  much  impetuosity;  nor  has  it  ceased  yet  to 
agitate  the  throbbing  belles.  I refer,  of  course,  to  tlio 
“marriage  gale/'  whose  results  ya?  thus  iur  ascertaiacl ) 
may  be  summed  up  in  the  actual  solemnization  of  liiree 
veddings,  very  near  together,  so  beautiful  that  none  more 
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beautiful  have  ever  been  recorded  in  these  pages.  The 
recollection  of  such  events  is  peculiarly  pleasant,  even  in 
wdthered  bosoms.  Thanksgiving  Day  of  1870,  how  inex- 
pressibly bright  and  sweet  and  balmy!  And  yet  there 
was  another  side  to  the  picture;  for  the  influence  of  these 
exciting  events  served  to  diminish  the  interest  felt  in  open- 
ing the  lecture  course  of  the  Jjyceum.  And  being  strongly 
impressed  with  t)ie  conviction  that  literary  culture  and  the 
mental  activity  thereby  promoted  are  immediately  con- 
nected Avith  keeping  up,  in  a Avortl)y  and  respectable  man- 
ner, the  exercises  for  which  this  hall  was  built,  the  least 
indication  of  a Avant  of  interest  in  them  seems  to  me  a 
subject  for  regret.  Looking  back,  hoAve\'er,  oA'er  the  Avhole 
Avinter’s  course,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  I cannot  see  anything 
like  failui‘e.  The  lectures  and  other  literary  entertain- 
ments haA'e  not,  in  my  judgment,  fallen  below  par;  in 
seA’-eral  instances  tliey  Avere  considerably  above  that  stand- 
ard. Thus  much  can  fairly  be  said  of  the  lecturers.  A 
more  important  question  relates  to  the  audience.  Their 
attendance  and  deportment,  their  degree  of  interest  in 
Avhat  is  being  said,  is  a far  more  important  matter  for  the 
])ermanent  and  assured  success  of  such  an  institution, 
than  the  occasional  success  or  failure  of  a speaker.  As 
Av'as  said  at  the  inauguration  of  tiie  Iwceum  twelve  years 
ago,  “Furnish  us  with  the  rightrfR.//A//'^'C,  and  Are  Avill  insure 
lecturers  fairly  satisfactory.'’  Being  bound  simply  to  reconl 
such  facts  as  hiC  remembers,  your  historian  takes  pleasure 
in  referring,  in  tills  connection,  to  the  very  last  lecture, 
Avherein  the  ainlience  peid'ormed  (heir  part  quite  as  Avell  as 
the  speaker  did  and  that  was  hipbly  satisfactory  to  all. 

In  thf-  annals  of  things  sj_»irit  ua  1,  ii  would  lie  an  umi;^^ion 
to  forget  the  vi:5it  of  friend  Caroline  Talbott  during  the 
Avinter.  The  thronged  attendance  on  her  ministrations 
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proved  the  deptli  and  eaniestoess  of  the  interest  felt  by  our 
people  in  the  high  themes  of  which,  she  discoursed,  ac- 
ce})tahly  to  most  of  her  auditors,  though  not  to  all. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  year  was  7,  of  whicli  4* 
were  boys  and  3 girls. 

The  marriages,  as  before  stated,  were  3,  but  these  are 
inrj)erfectly  alluded  to  without  the  names  of  the  parties. 
Tliut  blank  is  thus  filled  : 

On  the  10th  day  of  Isovember,  1870,  Philip  T.  Sta- 
bler to  Cornelia  Isichols. 

On  the  24th  day  of  November,  Walter  H.  Brooke  to 
Caroline  H.  Leggett. 

On  the  1st  day  of  December,  James  P.  Stabler  to  Alice 
Brooke. 

Deaths — None. 

OIIxVPTER  IX. 

From  Fourth  od,  1871,  to  Fourth  Month,  1st,  1872. 

InlliuTiCc  and  variations  of  weather  — More  compliments  from  Mr. 
ikimsdel  — Summer  boarders  — Combined  action — Birth  of  the 
various  Associations — “ Agreeing  to  differ”- — The  “ Inno- 
cents ” — Debating  Society  — The  use  of  “supper” — The 
turnpikes  nearly  finished  — On  toll-gates  — Fresh  news  of  rail- 
roads— Postoffice  reports  — The  Lyceum  fairly  active — Hor- 
ticultural increases  in  favor  — Tile  manufacture  — The  many 
niarriages  increase  visiting  — Origin  of  the  “ Farmers'  Conven- 
tion ” — First-day  school  revives. 

In  commencing  this,  the  nintli  Chapter  of  these  Neigli- 
b'Orliood  Annuls,  the  writer  desires  to  express  an  intemi!*u 
(it  life  is  spared  so  long;  of  making  one  more  udtlitimi  to 
the  liistorical  sketches  of  the  present  volume.  Ten  }car.j 
''rill  then  etiuid  recorded.  . 
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Your  meteorologist  lias  frequently  and  very  justly 
called  our  attention  to  the  degree  of  general  similarity 
'which  one  season  bears  to  another.  At  the  outset  of  my 
present  sketch,  I am  impressed  with  tlie  fact  of  the  dijfer- 
enco  sometimes  observed.  1 find  in  looking  over  last 
year’s  record,  that  a poetical  efFusion  at  the  beginning 
was  attributed  to  the  genial  influence  of  the  balmy  at- 
mosphere we  Yv'ere  then  enjoying.  “ March,”  it  was  said, 

seemed  to  have  been  left  out  of  the  calendar.”  How 
about  it  this  year?  Was  tliere  ever  a more  genuine 
March  month?  You  will  have  no  poetry  this  time  in- 
spired by  the  winds  prevailing  as  I write. 

While  on  the  subject  of  the  weather  of  last  year,  it  may 
be  noted  down  by  way  of  su]>p]ement  to  the  full  report 
you  have  just  had,  that  the  three  spring  months  of  ’71 
were  the  hottest  on  record  for  eighty-two  years ; average 
temperature  being  57io°.  On  April  8th  the  tliermometer 
rose  to  88°  (in  the  shaile  of  course).  The  young  people 
present  can  j-emcniber  the  alliteration  by  the  repetition  of 
eights.  It  will  probably  be  long  before  they  have  such 
anotlier  experience.  Wheat  harvest  commenced  June  10th, 
ri])C  oats  were  cut  in  the  last  ]>art  of  the  same  month. 
Kainfall  at  the  Smiihsonian  for  the  year  now  expiring 
was  321  inches,  to  37  inches  for  the  preceding  year;  with 
an  average  of  40  inches  for  six  }cars.  The  dry  Avells  so 
numerous  this  season  are  tlius  accounted  for. 

The  year  just  [>assed  away  has  not  been  marked  by  any 
very  ext  raoi’ilirtary  events.  No  occin'rence  of  an  especially 
sensational  character  is  now  remembered,  unless,  indeed, 
it  consist  in  tin*,  notoriety  wldclj  we  may  h:ivc  acquiia^d 
through  i.he  app''aran<;e  of  a r>.  niarkahie  descrij'tion  of 
our  neigliborlioud,  publisiied  in  several  news])apers  of  the 
county.  I liave  already  quoted  in  former  Annaks  what 
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appeared  to  me  worthy  and  sincere  tributes  to  tiie  past 
and  present  character  of  the  community  of  Sandy  Spring, 
from  men  well  ([ualified  to  form  a correct  and  sober  judg- 
mejit.  The  sketch  to  which  I now  refer  is  painted  in 
mncli  livelier  colors.  It  came  to  ns  half  a year  ago,  in 
(he  ho(-  months.  Let  ns  take  a look  at  it  in  these  cool 
(lays  (if  we  can  do  so  without'blushing),  and  see  whether 
we  can  recognize  onr  own  lineaments. 

'J'he  writer,  after  saying  some  capital  things  about  tlie 
fi.'hionable  watering-places,  gets  right  up  on  his  liigh 
liorsc  and  s])caks  thus: 

Let  me  tell  you  of  Sandy  Spring.  It  is  in  Montgomery 
(’ounty,  Maryland,  16  or  18  miles  north  of  AVashington, 
on  liigh  ground  where  mosquitoes  never  come,  and  wdiere 
big  bills,  hotel  discomforts,  plotting  mammas,  willing 
girls,  heartless  compliments,  fashionable  languor,  gaudy 
dress  and  indigestion  are  never  known.  Instead,  you  have 
a locality  where  sincerity  is  the  ruling  feature,  where 
health  is  an  established  law,  and  where  enjoyment  sinks 
jneentive  in  one's  own  nature.  Sandy  S[)ring  is  a com- 
p.nmity  of  ( biiakers  ; not  the  sort  tliat  are  always  theeing 
and  ilmuing  you,  always  turning  down  the  corners  of  their 
moulli  and  looking  grave  at  the  sight  of  enjoyment,  and 
smiling  only  in  their  sleep:  but  the  kind  that  the  love  of 
Lod  lias  made  happy;  the  kind  in  wliose  nature  selfish- 
ness has  given  way  to  fairness  ; tlie  kind  who  believe  that 
Led  has  not  made  men  after  his  own  image  to  groan  ami 
wee>>  and  lament  the  wickedness  of  the  world,  but  rallier 
to  read  sermons  in  nature,  gratitude  in  the  ha])]hness 
vJiieli  every  m-ighlior’s  family  feel^.  and  enjoyment  whii-h 
leinul.,-ss  pleasure  hrings  ; wiiere  laugliter  is  noi  a.  m-ime, 
and  wliere  music  is  not  regarded  as  too  worldly  for  the  d<’ct. 
• • ■ 1 do  not  believe  there  is 'a  pdace  on  earth  which  the 
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love  of  God  and  man  has  so  ennobled.  Sincerity  is  the 
word  which  expresses  tlieir  religions  quality  and  describes 
their  dealings  witli  mankind.  You  may  stay  among  tliese 
Quakers  for  months,  subject  tliein  to  the  severest  test  of 
constant  companionship,  and  yet  you  will  never  hear  a 
hasty,  an  angry,  or  an  impatient  word  from  their  lips,  or 
see  a mean  action,  be  it  ever  so  insignificant.  They  are 
moral,  without  seeming  to  wear  upon  or  about  them  a 
look  of  reproach  and  warning  to  others.  They  are  thrifty, 
without  being  mean  and  stingy.  They  are  benevolent 
without  ostentation.  Tliey  are  intelligent,  refined  and 
■wise,  without  being  didactic;  they  are  careful,  judicious 
and  thoughtful,  without  being  suspicious.  The  location 
of  this  newly  discovered  Eden  is  perfect.^’  After  a good 
deal  more  in  the  same  strain,  which  1 have  scarce  the 
nerve  to  quote,  bringing  a.s  it  does  the  color  to  the  cheek, 
the  writer  finishes  u])  with  descrifdng  the  homesteads  and 
the  children.  Instead  of  expanding  upon  tlie  beauty  and 
perfection  of  the  latter,  where  he  might  have  showered 
jmaises  that  would  still  fail  lo  “come  up  to  the  parents’ 
wish,”  he  merely  says:  “'their  number  I do  not  contract 
to  calculate,  being  almost  as  bad  as  Ginx,”  Ac.,  Ac.  AVe 
are  informed  that  the  writer  of  tlie  above  sketch  (whose 
name  is  Eamsdel)  expects  to  become  a resident  to  some 
extent  of  the  neighborhood  so  extravagantly  eulogized.  I 
liope  tluit  lie  will  carry  out  the  scheme;  and  th.en  we 
would  like  so  much  to  hear  from  him  again,  say,  three  or 
four  years  hence.  In  the  meantime  would  it  not  be  nice 
if  we  were  to  become  all  that  his  fancy  has  pictured  us? 
I commeiieed  co]Aing  ilic  gentlenjan's  description  with 
the  idea  uf  iurning  it  iiiio  inn  le^rque,  us  was  probably 
more  than  half  intended  liy  the  writer.  Tut  as  1 proceeded 
other  thcaights  came.  I remembered  a child  who  was 
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praised  for  merits  that  he  could  bat  partially  claim,  and 
the  effect  was  so  decidedly  favorable  as  actually  to  stimu- 
late him  to  deserve  the  commendation.  Now  there  are 
points  in  the  delineation  just  read  to  you  which  strike  me 
with  great  force  as  suggestions  for  practical  improvement. 
For  wliat  else  are  people  made  but  to  improve  ? “ Heart- 

less compliments,”  “gaudy  dress,”  “gloomy  outside  re- 
ligion,” “'hasty  words,”  “selfish  actions,”  since  he  acquits 
us  of  all  these,  it  may  really  be  that  we  are  so  far  clear 
that  it  .would  be  practicable  to  become  still  more  so. 
“ Sincerity”  is  the  crowning  virtue  whicli  he  emphatically 
awards  us:  let  us  hope  that  he  had  some  ground  for  this 
tribute  (and  I honestly  think  there  is  a claim  for  it);  on 
that,  substantial  basis  we  may  build  up  still  more. 

An  institution  of  this  neighborhood,  not  referred  to  in 
these  pages  hitherto,  is  the  taking  of  summer  boarders. 
This  practice  is  one  not  lobe  slighted,  for  its  influence  Inis 
been  considerable.  It  goes  back  also  into  old  times.  Ac- 
cording to  my  impressions,  the  practice  as  at  present  car- 
rii'd  on  was  fairly  instituted  about  forty  years  ago,  begin- 
nijig  at  tlie  oldest  homestead  in  this  region  of  country,  tlie 
01  iginal  ••  Charley  Forrest.”  Since  that  day,  how  many 
and  what  various  sorts  of  people  have  sought  our  “'classic 
.shades”  to  rest  under  “the  big  trees,”  and  recruit  in  the 
heats  of  summer,  sometimes  lingering  after  those  Iteats 
had  ]ias.sed  ! The  institution  now  forms  an  important  fea- 
ture in  the  arrangements  of  a number  of  families.  It  thus 
hecomes  an  interesting  q'nestion  for  the  historian  to  inves- 
tigate the  influences  for  good  or  for  evil  exerted  in  tliis 
v;iv  u]H)u  tlie  neiglihorliood.  Having  been  ]daced  in  eir- 
vuuiW.,tnee.5  favorable  foi  ub.-:arvaiion,  and  iiaving 
heard  the  opinions  of  several  old  residents,  I have  been  led 
to  s})ecuhitc  considerably  ondhe  subject,  with  the  folhnv- 
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ing  results  : 'Ilie  injurious  tendencies  brought  to  my 

notice  might  be  summed  up  in  tlie  words  of  caution  and 
reproof  (vp.iite  familiar  to  our  young  people),  in  regard  to 
the  dangerof  adopting  city  customs,  frivolous  fasliions  and 
amusements,  ‘Mieartless  compliments,'’  gaudy  dress,  and 
the  rest  of  those  follies  from  which  we  are  said  to  have 
been  hitherto  exempt.  So  far  as  such  adoption  extends  to 
the  introduction  of  town  ways,  which  are,  from  the  nature 
of  things,  Avholly  unsuited  to  rational  country  life — for 
example,  the  turning  day  itno  night,  and  vice  versa — not 
to  speak  of  the  street-sweeping  trains,  whose  worst  effect 
has  been  to  render  v/alki]ig  among  the  ladies  an  almost 
antiquated  exercise — so  far  the  influence  of  summer  board- 
ers is,  of  course,  unfavorable.  But  when  we  take  a wider 
view  of  the  subject  and  consider  the  actual  normal  rela- 
tions of  town  and  country  toward  each  other,  we  shall  find 
many  important  quickening  intluences  producing  decided 
benefits  to  the  latter.  The  fault  of  country  people  is  in 
being  too  slow ; city  folks  ure  sometimes  “fast”;  at  any 
rate  intercoarse  between  the  two  lias  tlie  effect  to  enliven 
the  faculties.  The  mingling  together  of  op]>osite  ([iialities 
is  often  a mutual  advantage.  The  fact  is, town  and  counti-y 
are  so  constituted  that  eacli  is  necessary  to  the  other.  In 
fine,  there  does  not  remain  a doubt  that  the  advantages 
which  this  neighborhood  has  received  from  its  large  and 
free  intercourse  with  ])ers(-ns  from  the  city  during  the  past 
forty  years  greatly  preponderate  over  the  evils  before  men- 
tioned, which  are  essentially  tram?ienl  and  superficial.  Our 
minds  have  been  animated  and  liberalized,  our  resources, 
in  a jiecuniurv  |>oint  of  view,  liave  been  increased,  and  our 
morals  have  not  ])rol‘;tt'ly  Ir'cn  inq>aireii. 

Assuredly  the  past  year  shows  no  indications  of  dimin- 
ished activity,  either  in  a, material,  mental  or  social  view. 
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The  best  criterion  of  the  degree  of  real  civilization  and 
]»rogress  in  a commnnity  has  been  said,  on  high  anthority, 
to  be  found  in  their  power  of  combining  together  to  accom- 
})lisli  beneficial  purposes, — the  “ clubbing  faculty,”  we  may 
term  it.  Estimated  by  this  test,  the  year  now  being  re- 
corded compares  favorably  with  any  previous  one ; perhaps 
it  stands  in  the  fore-front. 

As  these  associations  are  such  an  important  feature  of 
cmr  neighborhood,  it  is  well  to  make  out  a list  of  them, 
giving  the  date  of  their  origin  and  tlie  number  of  persons 
composing  the  body,  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained.  They 
are  liere  put  down  in  the  order  of  their  formation,  not  of 
their  present  importance — of  course  not: 

1.  The  Library  Company,  organized  1842. 

2.  The  Farmers’  Club,  composed  of  16  members,  organ- 
ized 1844. 

3.  Ladies’  Association  for  Mutual  Improvement,  15 
memljers,  organized  1857. 

4.  Horticultural  Society  (20  to  30  members),  organized 
1«63. 

5.  Club  Junior  (now  Enterprise  Club),  15  members, 
organized  1865. 

'I’lie  Sociable,  33  members,  organized  1869. 

7.  Tlie  Horne  Interests,  24  members,  organized  1870. 

8.  Montgomery  Club  (No.  3),  15  members,  oriranized 
1872. 

9.  The  Innocents,  14  members,  organized  1872. 

Total  number  of  members  composing  the  eight  associa- 
tions (omitting  the  Library  Company),  is  154.  Of  these, 
sonre  are  members  of  more  than  one  association.  Preba- 
t'iy  rlicre  are  now  ]x!5  separate  individuals  tjiat  occu[*y  a 
idacc  in  one  or  the  other  society. 

d'he  importance  of  these  exhibits,  in  taking  a riglitview 
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of  the  present  and  future  character  of  our  neighborhood, 
can  hardiy  be  overe.stiinated.  Man  is  a weak  creature  of 
himself.  The  interesting  partnership  with  a woman  more 
than  doubles  his  worth  and  power.  The  family  relation 
is  the  germ  of  all  tliat  is  of  high  value  in  society.  Still  | 
there  is,  so  far,  too  inuch  of  seltisliness  in  the  combining 
principle.  There  must  be  a motive  of  wider  reach  to  that 
principle  before  it  can  produce  its  whole  effects  in  elevating 
society.  Joint  action  for  a common  beneficial  purpose 
is  the  crowning  operation  of  the  grand  associative  princi- 
ple. Our  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  (which  has 
not  yet  received  in  these  Annals  the  notice  to  which  its 
importance  and  success  entitle  it),  and  the  Savings  Institu- 
tion, are  further  illustrations  of  that  operating  power  in 
our  neighborhood.  Both  are  business,  not  social,  institu-  ' 

tions;  yet  the  difTiculties  of  originating  such  would  never 
have  been  successfully  met  and  overcome  by  a commu- 
nity which  had  taken  no  lessons  in  the  science  of  com- 
bined action.  AVe  have  now^  learned  some  of  these  first 
lessons,  but  I am  sure  that  we  do  not  claim  to  have  attained 
anything  like  perfection  in  the  science.  We  have  partly 
acquired  the  indispensable  qualification  to  agree^  but  in 
respect  of  the  moi-e  advanced  atiainment,  that  of  agreeing 
to  differ^  there  is  much  to  learn  yet.  Joint  action  is  the 
body,  of  which  harmony  of  feeling  is  the  soul. 

It  would  no  doubt  be  gratifying  to  give  some  further 
particulars  in  regard  to  the  operations  during  the  year  of 
these  interesting  associations ; especially  of  two  or  three 
youngest  ones,  their  constinition,  objects,  etc.;  but  these 
points  have  scarcely  develr-ped  as  yet.  Taking  tlie  very 
younge-r,  iljt'y  (as  1 am  inibniK'd)  have  no  specinl  ]nir-  ; 

pose,  ignoring  those  ]n’Osy  subjects  of  potato  culture,  | 

})icklvs  and  ])rcserves,  moral  and  mental  culture,  guano,  I 
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peonies,  begonias,  and  such  like;  in  short,  meeting  ‘Mo 
have  a good  time”  (don't -we  old  folks  envy  them!)  yet 
guaranteed  by  their  yery  name,  the  “ Innocents,”  from 
aught  u!i worthy  the  character  of  tlie  neighborhood  of 
which  tney  constitute  an  interesting  part.  The  Club, 
designated  as  No.  3,  though  it  has  had  more  names  than 
is  the  case  with  “anybody’s  darling”  that  I am  acquainted 
with,  has  started  out  with  some  new  features  which  give 
the  promise  of  usefulness  and  permanence  desired  by  all. 

The  Sociable  was  organized  this  year  with  the  interest- 
ing addition  of  a Debating  Society.  The  younger  portion 
of  this  community  who  feel  a desire  to  sustain  and  elevate 
its  character,  really  ought  not  to  suffer  this  institution  to 
languish  and  die  away.  There  is  surely  enough  capacity 
here  to  maintain  respectably  these  mingled  social  ami 
literary  reunions,  Avhich  afford,  just  so  long  as  the  spirit 
is  kept  up,  and  no  longer,  a pleasant  means  of  im})rove- 
ment.  The  form  in  Avhich  the  Association  ap})ears  this 
winter  is  a variation  of  the  old-time  Iveading  Circle;  ami 
will  go  on,  I trust,  to  receive  from  year  to  year,  iievv 
ada])iations  to  the  spirit  of  the  times  as  suggested  by  tin.' 
inventive  geniuses  constantly  bursting  into  bloom.  Tut 
“the  Sociable”  cannot  be  let  go  without  referring  to  a 
compliment  paid  them  in  these  pages  two  years  since,  on 
account  of  their  “dispensing  Avith  all  entertainments  no^ 
of  an  intellectual  kind”:  again  in  last  year  it  Avas  con- 
ceded that  they  had  still  stuck  to  their  resolution.  A'oav 
I am  informed  they  luiA'e  ceased  to  stick  ; having  yielded 
to  the  essential  conditions'  for  success  and  })ermanence  in 
all  institutions  gotten  up  at  Sandy  Spring.  This  grave 
hi.storical  fact,  showi'ug  om'  weukness  on  a minor  j--  :.t. 
received  another  illustration  this  Aviiitoi-,  in  the  meeiimrs 
held  at  the  Lyceum  for  tlie  benevolent  purpose  of  making 
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garments  to  clothe  the  red  brethren  in  or  near  the  Rocky 
Moimtains.  Forty-two  garments  were  made  at  the  last 
meeting!  The  question  was  started  wliether  this  hand- 
some report  could  have  been  rendered  without  the  in- 
genious addition  of  a supper.  It  is  no  use  to  struggle 
against  nature : it  is  better,  by  complying,  to  march  on 
to  new  triumphs  of  association ! The  Insurance  Direc- 
tors have  their  feed,  and  are  very  punctual  in  attending 
to  their  duties.  The  bank  only  has  failed  to  come  into  it 
yet;  perhaps  the  sight  and  touch  of  tempting  morsels 
may  prove  too  strong  for  their  ascetic  self-denial. 

In  the  department  of  material  ijuprovemeuts  we  note 
first,  in  regard  to  the  tw'O  turnpikes,  that  the  hope- 
ful predictions  made  a year  ago  are  pj'ecisely  fulfilled. 
The  ‘^FTorwood  Branch’’  is  at  least  so  nearly  completed 
that  a vei‘y  few  days  of  the  open  weather,  for  which  it  has 
been  so  long  waiting,  will  add  the  last  smoothing  touch. 
The  Asliton  road  has  been  pushed  through  its  most  diffi- 
cult points  by  those  not- to-be-appalled  men,”  heretofore 
spoken  of. 

The  traveller  at  this  end  has  of  late  experienced  a similar 
impression  to  that  felt  by  tlie  shipwrecked  voyager  told  us 
by  Dean  Swift,  who,  being  cast  ashore  on  an  unknown 
island,  and  coming  upon  a gal  low’s  wdth  a man  hanging 
to  it,  thanked  God  for  tliis  evidence  that  lie  had  got  into 
a civilized  country”!  A new’  tollgate  is  at  first  regarded 
as  a similar  evideiice  of  civilization.  I am  not  aware  that 
it  has  really  inconvenienced  any  parties,  unless  it  W’as 
some  of  the  youths  liaving  a nocturnal  call  in  that  direc- 
tion, who  found  themselves  scarce  of  pennies.  Looking 
round  tin-  whole  situa!ir>:i  it  'SoMild  ap’n^ar  that  the  saitl 
tollgate  is  judiciously  located.  Your  historian  now  feels 
the  rew’ard  for  his  abstaining  from  allusions  to  the  sub- 
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ject  of  railroads.  For,  just  at  the  present  time  a fresli 
interest  is  awakened  on  that  subject,  and  very  fresh  news 
is  handed  round  to  raise  our  hopes  to  the  liigliest  ]>i(ch. 
The  charter  for  a new  road  to  run  from  'Washington  City 
on  the  meridian  line,  as  far  as  it  can  get,  having  been 
obtained,  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  organize,  “and 
commence  taking  in  tlie  money.'’  But  this  is  not  tlse 
exciting  news.  Most  probably  there  will  be  i)lenty  of  time 
to  tell  of  the  progress  of  “the  'Washington  and  IMnnsyl- 
vania  lane”  railroad  in  our  future  annals;  the  other — the 
long-talked-of  “Laurel  Cut-off” — is  to  be  spoken  of  only 
once  more  in  next  year’s  sketch,  and  then  as  being  a hnished 
work.  The  steam-wdiistle  is  to  be  the  shrill  accompaniment 
to  the  president’s  address  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  and 
perhaps  scare  your  horses  as  they  come  and  return.  1 
relate  this  very  fresh  news  as  it  was  told  me.  It  was 
further  confidently  asserted  that  “ the  road  Avill  be  in 
running  order  by  next  Christmas  but  I would  not  like 
to  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  entire  accuracy  of 
tlio  rc]K:)rts.  i\ly  faith  liowever  is  great,  being  excei-ded 
only  ))}'  that  of  a lady  friend. 

That  index  of  advancing  civilization,  the  postolliee. 
reports  21,450  letters  sent  from  Sandy  tSpi'ing  in  ISii, 
and  eiglity  diflerent  publications  taken,  with  244  sub- 
scribers. 

The  Savings  Institution  shows  a fair  amount  of  woi-k  for 
the  year,  a total  of  ^26,774  being  saved  away  (but,  says 
the  merchant,  withdrawii  from  active  circulation  here)--- 
the  gain  for  the  year  in  deposits  5'^dd4— with  388  de- 
})Ositors. 

The  central  literary  iinlliution,  the  Lyceum, 
accomplishing  anything  remarkably  brilliant  this  pasi 
season,  has  been  sustained  fairly  well.  Tlierc  has  been  m.) 
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falling  oft*  in  the  attendance,  nor  an}^  apparent  lack  of 
interest.  The  audience  has  been  decidedly  respectable 
and  respectful.  At  the  annual  election  a year  ago  it  was 
urged  by  one  of  the  old  standard  members  tliat  the  Board 
of  Directors  should  be  filled  chiefty  v/ith  young  men.  The 
president  bears  testimony  that  every  member  of  the  board 
constituted  in  accordance  with  this  idea  was  in  attend- 
ance at  the  called  meetings — a thing  believed  to  be 
hitherto  unprecedented,  at  least  for  some  years  back. 
The  success  of  this  effort  at  infusing  young  blood  indi- 
cates the  propriety  of  carryii^g  it  further  in  the  choice  of 
officers.  Why  not  try  the  infusion  of  another  congenial 
element?  It  need  scarcely  be  said  what  is  referred  to 
among  such  admirers  of  the  sex. 

(Your  president  of  the  past  two  years  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity to  make  his  last  farewell  l)ow  with  many  thanks 
for  your  attention  and  frequent  exin'cssions  of  satisfaction 
with  the  Annals.) 

The  fair  held  in  last  9th  month,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Horticultural  Society,  assisted  by  tne  two  Farmers’ 
Clubs,  was  considered  a comjilete  success,  attracting  many 
strangers,  whose  presence  added  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  affair.  A new  feature  was  inti'oduced  l>y  the  exhibi- 
tion of  stock;  some  dis})osition  being  manifested  to  look 
forward  to  a time  Avhen  an  Agricultural  Fair  based  on 
sound  principles  may  S[)ring  out  of  this  flourishing  begin- 

One  of  our  citizens  liaving  added  to  Ids  brickmakiug 
establishment  preparatory  machines  for  manufacturing 
drain-tiles,  it  would  se.-m  now  to  be  a.  worthy  subji'Ct  to 
call  the  akentiun  ul‘  our  Farmeiw'  (flubs  to  the  project. 
The  enterprise  is  in  its  infancy,  and  tlie  same  may  be  said 
of  draining  in  our  neighborhood — in  old,  rather  raw, 
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though  soruewhat  conceited  infancy,  at  present  stands 
our  unscientific;  art  of  draining, 

jSiow  we  turn  with  pleasure  from  these  material  worldl}' 
concerns  to  a more  interesting  portion  of  the  year’s  pro- 
ceedings. It  was  mentioned,  “in  our  last,”  that  a marri- 
age gale  -Aas  blcvving  over  the  land  with  more  than  usual 
intensity.  I'^eitlier  did  it  stop  with  the  year  by  any  means, 
but  rather  ccn tinned  to  prevail  with  increasing  force.  The 
history  must  do  itself  the  honor  of  a jnore  particular 
record  than  usual,  being  indebted  for  this  to  the  lady 
historienne.  Married  in  the  }’ear  1871:  4th  month  6th, 
Arthur  Stabler  and  Annie  McFarland;  91h  month  12th, 
Alban  G.  Thomas  and  Susan  II.  Leggett;  9th  month 
14th,  Koger  Brooke  and  Louisa  Thomas  ; 10th  month 
26th,  AVilliam  S.  Brooke  and  Mary  P.  Coffin.  And  then 
came  a lull  in  tlie  gale;  probably  temporary. 

There  will  be  more  of  this  sort  of  interesting  perform- 
ances, and  wdiat  is  to  be  done  about  it?  A ]uizzling  (pies- 
tion  arose  in  my  mind,  on  tlie  evening  of  a day  which  1 
had  spent  very  pleasantly  iii  visit ing  certain  of  the  happy 
homes,  called  into  existence  by  tlie  life-partnershi}'.s 
funned  within  the  past  two  years.  The  cpiestion  took  this 
shape:  llow  ever  are  tlie  good  folks  of  our  neigliborhood 
to  go  tlie  rounds  of  visiting  each  other’s  houses  if  they 
keej)  on  juulti plying  (the  houses,  I mean)  at  this  rate  ? It 
can’t  be  done  in  the  way  and  manner  of  tlie  last  hundred 
years  ; with  all  the  good  social  feeling  in  tlie  world,  theuv 
are  limits  to  its  exercise.  Xote  this  fact:  e?rr  young  peo- 
ple don’t  emigrate,  the  traeJes  all  point  tuicard,  wot  from 
Handy  Hpring  I .Must  our  people  then  resolve  into  se]'a- 
rate  circles — ilic  associalions  vi^siling  only  among  ihejii- 
s;cives?  This  would  be  b;id — cliques  the  probalde  resulc. 
Yet  tliere  is  a way  by  which  the  unity  of  the  neiglib«.u'- 
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liood  can  be  preserved ; let  some  one  liaving  a genius  for 
society,”  devise  a sclieme  by  which  everybod}^  shall  come 
to  see  everybody  in  a social,  hos}»i table  way,  at  one  or  more 
central  points— this  Lyceum  for  one.  I can  only  tlirow 
out  a hint  now,  leaving  it  to  be  developed  in  the  future. 
As  an  exam})le,  the  three  Farmers’  Clubs  might  (and 
ought  to)  have  a system  for  combining  tlieir  wisdom,  and 
for  co-operating  in  making  important  experiments.  They 
should  hold  a general  meeting  at  least  once  in  every  year.* 

Our  friend,  Iladassah  ]Moorc,  v/ho  has  kindly  consented 
to  render  valuable  assistance  in  furnishing  information  of 
the  statistical  sort,  sends  tlie  record  of  births — five  during 
the  year.  I am  not  minded  to  give  names  in  this  case,  as 
in  the  marriages.  For  while  no  one  ever  objects  to  hav- 
ing the  year  of  her  wediling  placed  on  a public  record,  it 
might  some  years  hereafter  be  different  in  the  other  case. 
The  Family  Bible  sometimes  tells  its  tales  with  inconve- 
nient precision.  Delay  it  as  we  may,  that  other  solemn 
record  cannot  be  omitted  or  concealed.  No  well-trained 
mind,  Avith  right  feelings,  can  desire  to  'cave  that  part 
blank  in  the  simple  annals  of  a united  neighborhood.  No 
other  part  is  so  suggestive  of  holy  emotions. 

“ TJie.  flower.-s  oC  love  and  hope  \vc  gather  Iiero 
Shall  yet  bloom  for  ns  in  the  irahn  of  Go<_l  ; 

They  slied  not  their  last  fragmneo  on  our  bier, 

Tho.y  lie  not  witliereJ  on  the  cold  grave  sotl.” 

Death  came  early  into  oui'  midst. 

Fourth  ni(»ntli,  ?ih,  ’71,  Ihiehel  G.  Gilpi)i  died,  after 
a ling;erin.g  illness,  leaving  several  cldhlren,  all  of  whom 

Out  of  tl'.o  prceeding  Qaix</tie  ^cileIne  fur  )i»>hUng  social  luect- 
ings  grew  up  the  very  popular  ■*  Farmers’  Convention,”  Avhich  col- 
lects some  time  in  .January  oi  each  year  an  agricultural  band  cf 
one  or  two  hundred  men. 
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were  married  and  settled,  except  one.  Although  well 
advanced  in  years,  she  never  seemed  at  all  like  an  old 
person.  She  was  one  of  a lovely  class,  v/lio  are  fully 
appreciated  only  by  those  Avho  have  lived  in  the  house 
with  tliein.  Having  enjoyed  that  experience,  it  is  with 
a mournful  satisfaction  I join  in  a tribute  of  love  and 
p]-aise  to  her  memory. 

Fifth  month,  30th,  again,  ^Hn  the  unfolding  of  human 
events,  death  was  to  read  our  people  another  impressive 
lesson;  to  come  ag;iin  into  our  midst  and  take  from  ns  a 
bright  and  loved  young  friend.”  AYilliam  TJiomas  died 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  laid  gone  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  His  remains  were  interred  here,  followed  to  their 
last  resting-place  by  a very  large  and  solemn  train.  It 
lias  been  my  solemn  duty  several  times  in  these  pages,  to 
express  tlie  common  sorrow  over  the  loss  to  the  neigh bor- 
liood,  of  young  men  and  women  who  had  given  promise 
of  future  usefulness.  I have  never  felt  a stronger  sense 
of  siM-li  loss  than  in  tlie  ]n-esent  case. 

fio  tiie  clearest  and  briglitest  inh'llect,  our  loved  Willio 
j"in-'d  a high  moral  }uhici]>le,  a conscience'  almost  too sen- 
.'•iiivc — if  such  can  be.  These  high  rpialilies gave  })rtniii.-e 
of  a career  which  not  even  his  great  modesty  could  have 
]>revented  from  being  a very  shining  one.  His  Creator  had 
<l<M'ided  to  call  him  thus  early,  and  we  can  only  lie  recon- 
ciled. 

Ninth  month,  17th,  at.  the  home  of  her  childhood, 
Mary  Iclleii  vSi.one  died,  aflei’an  illness  of  se\ era!  months; 
hastened,  if  not  })roduced,  by  her  indefatigable  energy 
in  tile  AV(.>rihv  piusuit  of  l('a>-]iing’  school,  in  which  she 
nud  alrea'lyg  thougli  so  yrjuug,  ga.iiiert  tlie  aigu'ui'ali'.'ii 
ot  many  judicious  friends,  bo  young  ! ily  eyes  often  lurn 
lo’hei'  childhood’s  home  across  tlie  way,  but  where  is  she? 
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Second  mor.tb,  lOth,  ’72,  Catharine  Chandlee,  one  of  the 
oldest  incmbc'>’S  of  our  meeting,  depaj-ted  this  life.  She  liad 
long  been  frail  in  appearance,  and  raUier  delicate  in  liealih 
for  seyerai  years.  j\’ot  very  often  seen  away  from  home, 
her  hind  and  hospitable  feelings  Avere  familiar  to  all  who 
Avent  to  see  her  there. 

Thus  there  have  been  this  year  four  juarriages,  five 
births,  four  deidhs,  amongst  us  ; a remarkable  approach  to 
equality  in  these  three  great  events  of  human  life. 

AVe  close  this  cliapter  in  noting  one  more  incident,  the 
revival  of  the  hirst-day  school.  An  interesting  group  of 
scholars  and  teachers  devote  a i)oriion  of  the  afternoon, 
Avitli  perseverance,  to  education  in  its  best  sense,  not  limited 
to  scholastic  attainments.  We  know  that  our  children  are 
endoAved  Avith  cmolional  as  Avell  inf  died  nal  faculties; 

Avith  a heart  and  soul,  as  Avell  as  a mind.  Thus  may  their 
way  be  opened  to  right  and  true  culture ! 


CnAPTER  X. 

Prom  Fourth  Month,  l.-t,  lbTc’,To  Fouk  hi  I^Lontii,  7th,  1873. 

Progress  of  tlic  History —-The  Dry  Si'asun  ” al tended  -witii  some 
gocnl  crops  — The  “ E[iizr>oiic  ” — “ How  dfX's  farming  pay?” 
Cautions  to  young  farmers  — The  fi.‘ili!>r  (yicsHoii  — Ouota- 
tions  of  value  — On  '‘polish” — On  in'h.l  “tame  beasts”  — 
Severe  remarks  on  railroads — Hxtent  of  the  “ A5.sociati<;ii 
Princijde  ” — Plmiiii'^hed  interest  toward  the  Lyceum  — 
Dramatic  eiilertainHKmts — Summary  ul  ten  yeai-s’  statistics  — 
The  liisloriuifs  Farewell. 

It  is  stated  on  the  ih'st  page  of  iiiis  ijuok  (hat  ‘‘  at  a mct't- 
ing  oi'the  Lyceum  Conq'any,  held  the  dth  of  the  4th  month, 
1SG3,  an  order  Avas  passed  appointing  a llistoriaii,  Avhose  d m y 


9, if" 


«.tn«s.jo  ,-wii.«ft(:;^9uH«u«o  ,'sr  ,«JOi  .d^cm  biw^ 
b«fl  • (w't'Ji:- (*>b  1'Kj lo  3'‘Winofif  ^ *ub  o 

lit  mmhh  indJw'i  bfurt9n>iirur  <^|‘|t:  t«  liivu  ti  »o«  '4»o 

«u/n  ■(•<;" 

oUyf  [Ik  * 'Hiilimta  mw  i-gtifl'/fl  '^i*:)i<iy.Hl  btisi  ImuA  ijrl 
V,  j:':^  //ijMlt -xvtl  ow  ct  ui^v  . 

o-/a  .yjs'A'w*"  ■»"^’  ■««t »'"‘»  "*>»■’  ■^'‘■‘^  OT«ii»  w«*'|-\ , ■• 
o-i  JosOT<Wii>j!'.'«sti««-’''  « 5 wi  .’**lJ«'-'y  -‘^  ’7”“  > 

■ ' .y'lii  it«iiii>in"  »>M#yo  v'/iiif 
odJ  '»•'«"«  9‘">  a"'""'  ***  >>I'l‘‘f' > W‘‘»  ® '/ 

lo  «j!ar>  snilso'fjloi  uA  .fmil'»  o.Itlo  teviTsi 

..twfnJtt'.Ki)  lo  iim'i-<.i  « Wvvvb  aiDlmlM 

i,,ji„uU«a ,5>au'«4ax(  #«  at  jWi)j»uJK»oi  .wwtev«wt«I  Hitw- 

MK  naiblnlo  iwo^teiU  oi 

■mbU'.oiil  b«iV,-'.V,\«-.  C.U  l^.«  *H  Vs.i*-.\vM«  rfliw 

•li'ifll  'fiinit  erarr.  .biiini  H 

, . ( : •ji;ill» ■>  ou'il  blg'n  0}  bs-nvio  aJ  IAW 


,iliV  .Ti-fzwii  , tit'll  ,J 


jUm  AH  0 V 

IITK  JO'^r  KOJf'i 


•*  •.«'  '(TOWir».ll  inwaisn*! 

■•"  W >%..ii(n.:f»-.l.  </,»U >- ft.«a 

-m,4-  '<»l«  1« 

vy  ■«  eiiwM  <»vyi 

— nf'iw-^va  9'i?jlj>a,w.4  J*'«'iliri  foa^^>!<l-'''»fcli»<ia'l 
, - JlrW>i^{‘i  « Uj<rH^W  11  Oil  I 


(lma<n  tl*!-  arUlo  (til'  ai! » f'M  ,X<o:<i»(o-  > mii/ty-l  vil  lu  v,ni 

Xtiib9»tiw.w;hd>.nU;failflioq.riTfKawiaii«^^ 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


99 


it  should  be  to  make  a record  of  neigh borliood  events,  and 
read  it  at  the  following  annual  meeting.”  This  duty  having 
fallen  upon  me,  it  has  appeared  to  be  tlie  proper  thing  io 
keep  up  tlie  custom  for  a full  decade;  and  now,  for  various: 
reasons,  it  is  my  desire  to  be  released  from  a duty  which 
lias  been  hitherto  a pleasure,  because  of  the  tokens  of  a]>- 
parent  interest  and  expressions  of  kindly  approval  wdiich 
my  efforts  have  received  from  you.  I am  very  sensible  of 
the  im])erfection  of  these  sketches,  considered  as  a record 
of  events,  amd  am  conscious  whatever  merits  they  possess 
in  this  respect  must  be  divided  with  the  Lady  llis- 
toriennes,  who  have  furnished  reports  of  remarkable  accu- 
rac}x  My  own  contributions  appear  to  consist  largely  of 
moral  reflections,  and  effusion  of  sentiments  ^Mvise  and 
otherwise  ” ; but  you  always  listened  patiently,  so  as  to  leave 
the  impression  on  my  mind  that,  in  these  annual  assem- 
blages, we  were  having  rather  a good  time  in  looking  at 
ourselves  and  pretending  we  are  thus  tt)  appear  in  His- 
tory. J must  vcniture  to  trespass  on  that  patience  still 
further  tliis  evening,  and  indeed  put  it  to  a harder  ]>rooi‘ 
than  it  l)as  yet  sustained,  d'he  pictures  of  the  lu-ighltor- 
IkvmI  presented  in  the  pi’cvions  pages,  drawn  by  the  hand-' 
of  lalenteil  and  disinterested  parties  though  they  wi‘j-<% 
area  little  rose-colored,  are  they  not?  ]\Iainly  just  ami 
true,  perhaps ; certainly  very  comfortable  aiid  encouragiiiLn 
yet  rather  one-sided;  the  Uijhis  being  employed  in  tlie 
picture  more  conspicuously  than  the  shades.  Now  wi* 
know  very  well  that  all  true  pictures  of  things  earth ly 
must  have  their  shades  too.  ^ 

it  is  not  necessary,  and,  as  I think,  not  brncticiah 
d^\cil  on  the  dark  side;  but  alter  reading  over  severai  ' : 
ihe  preceding  chajders,  1,  am  impressed  with  the  convict  iuu 
that  variety  (not  to  montioir  any  other  motive)  requires  a 
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sort  of  description  somewhat  diilerent  from  tlie  eulogies 
which  filled  several  pages  ; in  short,  neither  praise  nor  dis- 
praise, but  simple  Arcadian  trutln  A^oiir  historian,  as  he 
has  been  called  from  the  beginnijig,  is  not  going  to  shoot 
a Parthian  arrov/,  firing  and  then  running  away,  but  will 
try  to  avoid  an  excess  of  sentiment,  and  bear  in  mind  that 
we  are  all  a set  of  plain,  simple  farmers,  making  no  claims 
to  any  other  titleihan  this. 

It  is  altogether  natural  that  an  agricultural  community, 
in  reviewing  the  year  just  past,  should  first  direct  their  at- 
tention to  that  great  fact  u])on  wdiicli  so  much  of  their 
prosperity  depends,  inunely,  the  weather.  This  subject 
is  generally  considered  common})lace,  and  yet  a very  popu- 
lar one  amongst  people  of  all  classes.  When  we  rightly 
examine  it,  w^e  find  abundant  reason  for  the  general  inter- 
est, in  the  infinite  variety  tlierein  perceived.  Xo  tw'o  years 
of  the  past  ten  have  resembled  each  other,  and  the  last  is 
especially  distinct.  ^Vhile  the  chiot'  facts  belonging  to  the 
weather  are  duly  repoi'ted  to  us  from  the  proper  quarter, 
there  are  ahvays  other  and  more  general  considerations 
connected  Avith  the  inlluences  of  the  seasons,  that  also 
claim  a place  here.  In  the  year  now  closing,  the  dry,  the 
hot,  the  cold,  and  (throughout  last  month)  the  Avindy, 
have  all  beeii  distinguishing  characteristics.  The  dry  in- 
lluence  ])revailed  in  the  spring  and  early  summer,  in  a de- 
gree really  alarming.  When  :i  dry  April  Avas  folloAved  by 
a dryer  May,  Avith  very  little,  improvement  in  June,  it  Avas 
all  up  Avith  the  grass  cro|i.  Hay  was  ])ut  doAvn  in  the  esti- 
mate at  one-l‘oiirth  to  a thbrl  of  the  average  yield.  The 
spring.^  the  W'dxls  ami  streams  ia.ilr-d  in  corres])onding  de- 
gree.  <nvii  spring,  n hich  laid  kt})t  up  a lair  Uoav  lor 

the  previous  of  years,  ceased  running  for  some  diiys; 
the  Patuxent  had  but  one-fourth,  its  usual  summer  current 
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(as  Tliornas  Lea  informed  me),  and  some  of  the  oldest  in- 
liabitants  said  it  would  retjuire  to  go  back  at  least  half  a 
centuiw,  indeed  even  to  ISOG,  to  find  a year  when  the 
streams  were  so  low„  The  greatest  inconATiiiencc  v/as 
sustained  from  the  failure  of  tlie  wells.  Then  Avas  tlie 
digging  of  AeeliS  and  the  lengthening  of  pumps  the  liveliest 
business  going  on.  It  Avas  during  the  first  half  of  June 
that  the  Avord  “famine’’  came  to  be  frecpiently  mentioned. 

Xow,  mark  Avhat  folloAved.  Our  farmers  Avere  surjuascl 
to  lind  on  liarvesting  and  threshing  tlieir  Avheat,  that  the 
amount  of  grain  bore  an  extraordinary  disproportion  to  the 
meagre  straw;  in  fact,  tliat  it  Avas  a superior  cro]). 
The  great  corn  crop  AA^as  still  better,  being  generally 
above  the  average.  Fruit  Avas  abundant,  and  of  betim* 
quality  than  usual.  In  short,  the  appreliended  famine  did 
not  come.  It  is  Avell  to  recall  tliese  unrealized  fears,  and 
Aeith  tlie  recollection  confirm  our  faitii,  that  “ Avhile  the 
earth  remainetli,  seed-time  and  liarvest,  and  summer  and 
Avinfer,  and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease.” 

'J'he  dviieieiioy  in  t lie  two  other  ini]  iorfant]n’oduct  ions,  liay 
and  jiotatoes,  not  fully  compensated  by  their  increased  ])riee, 
still  left  the  season,  pecuniarily  speaking,  Avith  a balance 
ua  the  Avj-ong  side.  Then  in  the  fall  there  fell  upon  us, 
as  it  was  Avere  from  the  clouds — Avell,  avc  don’t  knoAv  Imw 
itMid  come,  certainly  in  a mysterious,  unprecedented  Avay — 
that  calamity  of  the  horse  influenza,  or  Epizootic,  with  its 
other  unpronounceable  names.  We  heard  rumors  of  flie 
liestilence  tJirongh  October,  as  first  appearing  in  C’anada, 
then  crossing  the  border  (without  regard  to  the  tarilfk 
swooping  down  upon  toA\-n  and  countrv,  disturbing  ira<l“ 
ilum  faniiiiig,  and  at  last  reaciting  us  at  tin-  tlo.-f..| 
f he  month.  'Wherever  there  Avas  a horse,  a mule,  or  a doii- 
key,  fhci'G  Avas  the  disease.'  There  Avere  comparatively  few 
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fatal  casGS,  but  the  suspension  of  work  was  almost  total. 
Then  did  some  folks  recover  an  accomplishment  little  used 
since  they  were  infants,  finding  they  could  achinlly  vxOlc 
miles.  On  one  meeting  day  (First-day,  too),  there  were  in 
tlie  stalls  so  few  liorses  (only  two  or  three),  we  would 
scarcely  have  kniown  that  any  were  there  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  cougli.  A lady  was  drawn  in  lier  carriage  a cou]de 
of  miles  to  church,  by  man,  or  rather,  boy-power.  For- 
tunately the  disease  came  at  the  most  favorable  season  for 
the  farmer.  It  still  remains  to  be  proved  whether  its  con- 
sequences have  yet  entirely  disappeared. 

A pretty  hard  year,  on  llie  whole,  for  the  agricultural 
interest.  The  worst  of  it  is,  that  our  young  people  show 
increasing  signs  of  restlessness  under  the  condition  of 
things,  and  fresh  doubts  are  being  started  on  the  important 
question,  whether  farming  at  Sandy  Spring  is  a profitable 
business.  Grave  and  settled  men  are  discussing  the  ques- 
tion, “ How  does  farming  pay 't A big  question,  involving 
many  considerations,  going  deep  into  political  economy, 
and  still  deeper  into  other  economic.^,  not  to  be  settled  with- 
out reference  to  the  highest  ju'inciples.  In  order  to  start 
from  the  solid  basis  of  statistics,  1 have  taken  some  pains 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  land  possessed  by  the  05  or  70 
families  who  constitute  ‘^our  neighborhood,”  as  included 
in  these  annals.  I find  between  10,000  and  10,500  acres, 
which  gives  an  average  of  full  150  acres  to  each  family — 
a very  fair  farm. 

Now  let  us  consider  tliere  are  different  systems  of  farm- 
ing. There  was  (;ind  it  still  exists)  the  ohl  ^iarvland  sys- 
tem. 1 need  imt  take  up  ."iiact,*  hmx*  in  describe  it,  b'cing 
too  Avoll  known  to  ]ie<-d  dL-criplion.  dV'itliout  using  harsh 
language,  it  may  be  justly  claimed  that  that  system 
has  no  proper  place  now  in  judicious  agriculture,  but 
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belongs. to  a stale  of  tbings  gone  by,  as  we  hope,  forever. 
A new  era  has  come;  new  men,  new  ideas  require  a 
new  system,  and  whetlier  we  like  it  or  not,  we  have  got 
to  conform  to  it,  or  be  dropped  out  of  the  agricultural 
circle.  \Yhat  is  the  course  going  on  in  Sandy  Spring  ? 
Let  us  refer  to  statistics.  One  of  the  principles  insisted 
upon  by  many,  though  not  by  all,  is  that  farming  ope- 
rations require  to  be  concentrated  upon  fewer  acres.  Our 
average  of  150  acres  to  a farm  would  be  regarded,  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  of  olden  times,  as  quite  too  moder- 
ate; but  a different  conclusion  Avill  be  formed  when  we 
take  into  view  the  changed  circumstances  in  regard  to  the 
marhet  for  farm  products,  the  labor  by  which  they  are 
produced,  and,  I venture  to  add,  the  probable  future  means 
of  conveyance  to  market.  There  is  surely  room  for  a 
greater  concentration  yet.  When  this  fact  comes  to  he 
properly  realized,  the  talk  about  the  necessity  of  our 
Sandy  Spring  youth  having  to  swarm  and  leave  the  native 
hive — where  lioney  does  so  abound,  and  prevented  from 
cloying  by  the  stings  always  inseparable — that  sort  of  talk 
will  be  rcga.rded  as  absurd.  Plenty  of  room  for  a century 
yet!  AVhat  is  required  in  order  to  make  a ]dace  for  every 
figure  in  the  multiplication  table,  and  to  put  plenty  on  rlie 
iable  for  every  figure  that  comes,  is  a simple  conformity  to 
facts.  Our  two  great  and  growing  cities  want  all  that  we 
can  produce;  but  u'e  cannot  pi'odiice  profitably  all  tlic 
sorts  of  things  which  they  want.  We  must  be  smart 
enough  to  find  out  what  articles  it  will  pay  us  best  to 
direct  our  attention  to. 

The  stern  logic  of  facts  may  require  somethinc'  < ■ 
than  knowing  vrliat  to  sell.  Wo  must  see  and  je-._  ' 
Calmly  and  intelligently,  what  we  ouglit,  and  v.hat  w»‘ 
ouglit  not,  to  Z'jqy.  There  is  one  very  ]dain  fact  wh.ieh 
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some  persons  find  it  difficult  to  learn,  namely,  never  to 
buy  vdiat  you  cannot  pay  for.  As  we  are  dealing  with 
facts  (whicli  are  the  special  province  of  history),  tliere  is 
another  one,  not  unconnected  witli  political  and  domestic 
economy,  which  may  be  put  into  the  following  aphorism: 
“ If  young  people  insist  on  beginning  where  their  parents 
left  otr,  they  may  have  to  leave  off  wliere  their  parents 
began.”  Very  good,  but  perhaps  not  wholly  original. 

Leaving  the  suggestions  pertaining  to  economy,  which 
is  the  least  popular,  and  perhaps  least  lovable  of  all  the 
greater  virtues  in  proportion  to  its  real  value,  it  is  not 
amiss  to  refer  to  another  fact,  which  the  whirligig  of 
time  has  made  conspicuous,  and  is  yearly  making  more  so 
in  all  places,  and  even  at  Sandy  Spring.  The  desire  to  get 
rich,  always  too  strong,  is  continually  growing  stronger; 
and  the  worst  part  about  it  is,  peo}de  want  to  get  rich 
without  working  for  it.  ddiey  Avant  the  results  Avithout 
the  labor  by  Avliich  alone  it  can  be  legitimately  obtained. 
It  is  a hon-ible  confession,  but  too  true:  Ave  want  some- 
thing Avilhout  giving  its  equivalent.  Is  this  honest?  If 
not,  then  Ave  all  knoAv  that  it  can  never  really  and  truly  suc- 
ceed. And  as  Ave  are  all  honest  in  intention  at  least,  there 
must  be  some  aAvful  blunder  made  in  the  lessons  Ave  learn 
regarding  the  true  purposes  of  life.  If  education  means 
Avhat  tlie  best  authorities  in  unison  Avith  common  sense 
declare  that  it  does  mean,  namely,  the  fittiiig  of  boys  and 
girls  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  a useful,  noble  life,  Avhen  they 
become  men  and  Avomen,  then  it  must  be  very  far  from 
having  attained  as  yet  to  anything  like  a perLct  system. 
Most  true  is  it  Unit  one  ellect  of  the.  great  work  called 
edueaiioii  is  diminish  tasro  Ibr  labor;  1 mean  Ibr  hard 

Avork. 

But  this  is  a repulsive  subject.  We  leave  it  Avith 
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expressing  tlie  hope  and  expectation,  as  you  know  I am  a 
devout  believer  in  progress,  that  the  grand  improvements 
in  machinery  will  ultimately  render  hard  work  on  a farm 
unnecessary.  In  the  meantime  it  is  not  the  worst  thing 
we  have  to  do. 

I have  dw'elt  so  long  upon  this  branch  of  my  annual 
sketch,  that  there  is  but  little  room  left  for  remarks  upon 
a subject  that  has  become  of  vital  concern — the  labor 
question.  Yet  wmuld  the  annals  of  the  year  be  very  im- 
perfect if  our  experience  in  relation  to  this  matter  were 
Avholly  left  out.  Taken  altogether,  the  experience  is  less 
satisfactory  this  year  than  usual ; especially  is  this  the  case 
in  the  female  department,  wherein  the  troubles  seem  to 
portend,  if  they  have  not  reached,  a crisis.  The  difficul- 
ties wuth  respect  \o  field  labor  appear  to  find  a reasonable 
explanation  in  the  extraordinary  demand  for  workmen 
created  by  the  magnificent  enterprises  going  on  wuthin 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  high  wages  offered  there 
would  necessarily  tend  to  draw  away  our  regular  hands; 
but  this  inconvenience  is  yirobably  only  temporary.  Oui* 
neighborhood  had  been  favored,  owing  to  the  operation  of 
moral  causes,  beyond  the  adjacent  communities,  good  labor 
being  genemlly  abundant.  It  is  reasonable  to  antici})ate 
that  the  men  will  return.  But  this  explanation  does  not 
promise  relief  from  the  difficulties  connected  wuth  a 
scarcity  of  female  help,  which  show's  no  very  hopeful  signs 
of  improvement.  However,  we  may  indulge  the  expectat  ion 
that  affairs  being  in  a transition  state,  are  likely  to  settle 
dowui  in  some  agreeable  way.  They  almost  always  do. 

Efforts  are  being  made  in  neigliboring  communitie-s  (<f 
our  county  and  stale,  to  introduee  foreign  labor  to  euie 
the  prevalent  evils.  The  proceeding  demands  our  .serious 
attention.  After  looking. all  around  its  probable  inllu- 
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ences,  we  may  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  to 
bear  the  ills  we  Inive  (trying  to  cure  them)  than  fly  to 
others  that  we  know  not  of.”  Having  lately  met  with 
the  best  article  I ever  saw  on  this  subject,  1 transcribe  a 
small  portion,  wliich  clearly  points  out  the  high  ground 
that  can  alone  be  successfully  maintained. 

seems  that  civilized  society  is  on  the  verge  of 
very  grave  experiences  in  vdiat  is  called  the  ‘question  of 
labor.’  The  relations  between  employers  and  employed, 
between  rich  and  poor,  are  everywhere  coming  up  for  read- 
justment. In  what  direction  and  how  fiir  the  changes 
will  go,  how  profoundly  they  will  affect  the  whole  status 
of  civilized  life,  are  questions  which  tlioughtful  men  are 
beginning  to  ponder  very  seriously.  ^Ve  must  not  be  de- 
ceived by  general  phrases  and  big  words  into  supposing 
that  the  ‘Labor  Question’  is  something  vague  and  far  off; 
something  for  the  editors  and  writers  and  politicians  to 
settle,  as  being  a matter  which  ice-,  the  common  people, 
cannot  understand,  and  in  which, 4 liere fore,  we  have  no 
duty.  Of  all  subjects,  it  hdoiujs  to  — to  us,  the  whole 
people  of  the  land,  to  our  everyday  lives,  our  business, 
our  families.  Tlie  great  danger  and  dillienlty  of  the  whole 
matter  lies  in  one  word — sellishness.  The  way,  and  the 
only  way,  to  a just,  ])eacoful  and  hai'py  issue  lies  through 
each  mail’s  caring  for  others  as  well  as  for  himself.  There 
is  great  talk  about  Human  Kiglits,  but  rights  without 
duties  mean  sheer  failure  and  wretcliedness.  So  long  as 


every  one  is  intent  solely  on  his  own  rights,  or  exacting  from 
others  what  he  believes  his  due,  the  world  is  gimjdy  a 
great  battlefield  of  seldsli  lussiesns. 
hands  for  1 heir  work,  doc-' ! lad  end  ni} 

Xo!  they  are  your  fellow-beings  as  well  as  your  workmen. 
There  are  thousands  of  v/oinen  who  live  under  the  same 
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roof  with  their  servants  for  months  ajid  years  and  never 
exchange  a word  witli  them,  except  about  v/oi*k.  We 
must  come  to  tlie  simple  doctrine,  ‘Do  unto  otlicrs  as  ye 
would  that  others  should  do  unto  you/  Without  that  there 
is  no  solution  of  tlie  ‘labor  })roblem  with  it,  there  can  be 
no  failure.”  Such  is  the  v/hole  simple  truth,  and  all 
adverse  doctrines  of  business  interests  or  political  economy 
are  the  feeblest  outcome  of  a science  which  excludes  the 
most  important  data  of  the  case. 

From  “female  help”  to  summer  boarders  is  quite  a 
natural  transition.  That  institution,  now  so  much  iji- 
creased  in  numbers  and  magnitude,  may  be  regarded  as  a 
success.  Some  apprehensions  in  respect  to  the  iiitluencc 
on  the  social  tone  of  the  rural  neighborhood  produced 
by  so  large  an  influx  from  the  city,  are  still  occasionally 
expressed;  but,  “whether  for  good,  or  whether  for  ill,” 
summer  boarders  are  an  institution  fixed  and  likely  to  go 
on,  at  least  Avhile  it  continues  to  pour  the  vitalizing  stream 
c>f  a thoiisaiul  dollars-a  week  into  the  euiTeiit  of  neigh- 
borlioud  business.  And  ilien  you  know  it  gives  sueh  a 
to  lusljc  youth!  You  mav  say,  “ Folisii  is  a tiling 
imuely  on  the  surface”;  but  I have  always  noticed  that  a 
mineral  must  liave  a good  grain  all  through  to  be  sus- 
ee[)tible  of  line  polish;  you  can  not  polish  cJudl’,  but  you 
may  marble  and  the  precious  metals.  IMay  our  young 
men  lie  firm  as  marble  I Our  young  women  are  sure  to 
be  precious  I 

It  is  a fact  not  to  be  called  in  question  that  our  sum- 
mer guests  arc  often  as  solid  and  as  little  frivolous  as  our- 
^ehvs;  ineu  and  women  wliose  frieudslii])  is  a real  ami 
l.-.-(Uig  aeqni.  irioi).  /unt  .smmhimes  the)  undergo  ''ar~ 
barous  Ireatu.eiit  amougst  us  wlieii  tierce  animals  ui- 
danger  life  and  limb.  A brief  entry  on  m^  notes  i-' 
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headed  Bulls  on  the  rampage!  which  recalls  two  cases 
that  excited  bo  lively  an  interest  in  the  neighborhood  last 
summer,  as  to  claiin  a space  among  the  annals  of  the 
season.-  Those  wild  beasts  threw  mad  dogs  cpiite  into 
the  shade.  Jfc  Avould  not  cause  regret  to  some  persons  if 
mad  (logs  and  those  bulls  could  be  throAvn  into  the  same 
inclosure.  j)rovided  a strong,  liigh  Avail  shut  them  in. 

The  ou]y  “unfinished  business'’  Avbich  I find  coming 
up  from  last  year  relates  to  tlie  Ashton  turnpike.  The  . 
energetic  and  practical  gentlemen  avIio  first  stirred  up  the 
interest  to  undertake  (he  Avork  liave  the  honor  of  com- 
pleting it,  in  a Avay  that  cannot  hiil  to  be  satisfactory 
after  the  two  f nishing  essentials  for  these  roads,  time  and 
travel,  sliall  haA'e  done  their  duty. 

Another  piece  of unfinished  business”  came  near  be- 
ing forgotten — such  is  the  frailty  of  human  memory! 
That  railro.id,  our  standing  excitement,  now  in  danger  of 
becoming  a Mandinri  joke,  Avas  “to  be  in  running  order 
by  Christmas.”  It  may  be  recollected  that  the  Christ- 
mas of  Avlnit  year  Avas  not  staled.  Indeed,  some  proceed- 
ings occurred  Avliich  Avere  calculated  to  cast  a doubt  upon 
the  desirability  of  having  any  railroad  at  all.  'When  it 
Avas  seen  that,  in  tlio  mnir  future,  “tlic  sacred  soil  of 
Sandy  Spring”  Avas  about  to  1)0  })rofaucd  by  the  iiiAUi- 
siuii,  tlum  rose  tlie  spirit  of  the  Old  Ouiuiuion,  and  like  a 
lion  ]M-eparnd  to  har  the  way.  It  seamed  dreadful  that  a 
farm  must  he  hisactad,  that  the  old  ari’aiigements  of 
iields  must  be  altei’ed;  the  loss  of  time  by  tlie  tiehl- 
liands  looking  up  evary  hour  or  two  from  their  Avork  at 
the  jtassing  trains  hegan  to  be  estimated;  and  more 
serious  re-suii.:  iuse])aiah)le  from  tliose  iapid,  rusliing  rail- 
Avays  IcKjined  u]>  in  the  future  distaiUH'.  What  intluence 
upon  the  early  construction  of  the  road  may  be  produced 
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by  these  expressions  of  adverse  feelings  it  is  impossible 
to  say;  but  rating  the  effect  at  the  lowest  point,  tliere 
remains  this  fact,  Avhich  (as  having  had  some  experience 
in  railroad  "works)  I consider  unquestionable;  that,  as 
railroads  are  ])lanned  and  constructed  by  men,  a kindly 
and  liberal  course  pursued  toward  those  who  administer 
them  is  sure  to  have  a favorable  influence  in  securing 
im  por  tant  ad  van  tages. 

If  it  were  not  that  a historian  is  essentially  an  imper- 
sonal being,  I should  feel  some  delicacy  in  tlirowing  out 
these  remarks;  but,  as  Carlyle  says,  “liistory  is  a looking 
before  and  after”;  and  I should  be  very  neglectrul  of 
that  latter  outlook  if  I failed  to  suggest  that  for  those 
who  come  after  us,  the  olqections  as  to  ‘‘  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  fences,”  ^‘the  catting  off  of  corners  of 
flelds,”  and  such  changes  as  a railroad  would  now'  re(|uire, 
will  seem  to  iheni  of  very  much  less  importance  than  tliey 
do  to  us  now;  and,  if  securing  the  greatest  of  material 
advantages  shall  have  been  ])ut  in  jeo})ardy  l)y  us  h»r 
e-hjeetinjis  no  stronger  than  tliese,  there  Avill  bo  small 
thanks  awarded  by  our  posterity. 

J.ooking  down  u])on  our  neighborhood  as  if  it  wen* 
sjiread  before  our  mesital  eyes,  the  niost  prominent  feature 
that  it  now"  presents  is,  the  extent  to  w'liich  the  princiidc 
(and  iiractice)  of  association  has  extended  among  us.  It 
is  very  rare  to  nieetan  individual  who  has  not  been  dra^\  n 
in.  (,'lose  and  near  together  come  the  meetings  of  eltd'S. 
of  Sneietie.s  with  \arious  objects,  and  some  w illi  noneat  all, 
execqit,  ])resent  gratification.  ''.I'his  is  certainly  an  intereU- 
ing  aiel  important  fact  in  tlio  ])rogi'essive  career  of  tli'' 
enmmniiiiy.  In  this  \erv  Ixiok,  iitiO  upon  line  has  b<  < 
wriiten,  claiming  the  highesL  niility,  for  tliese  social  and 
bin-iness  gailierings.  Among  lliein  all,  none  has  been 
10 
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more  successful  tliau  the  attempt  to  get  up  a meeting  of 
the  meetings,  a club  of  the  clubs,  an  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Farmers.  AAhilening  out  the  objects  of  the  growing 
agricultural  clubs,  tliis  Convention  field  a preliminary 
meeting  in  November,  and  assembling  about  tlie  middle  of 
January  in  large  numbers,  laid  the  foundations  for  an  or- 
ganization which  holds  out  the  prosj)ect  of  extensive  future 
usefulness.  Its  projectors  may  do  well  to  remember  there 
is  always  some  danger  that  a band  which  binds  beautifully 
a limited  number  of  homogeneous  threads,  may  possibly 
break  if  stretched  too  far;  but  when  strengthened  by  the 
golden  thread  of  unselhsli  motive  and  true  desire  for  iih- 
provement,  there  is  nothing  to  fear. 

That  other  large  enterprise,  tlie  Horticultural  Fair,  lias 
proved  that  an  association  may  be  conducted  so  as  to  deal 
successfully  witli  a number  of  hetei-ogeneous  elements. 
Each  Fair  seems  better  than  the  last,  even  despite  inclem- 
ent weather. 

Seeing  the  rapid  spread  of  tliese  societies,  the  cautious 
observer  of  frail  human  nature  must  put  the  serious 
question,  whether  they  may  Jiot  be  carried  to  extremes 
and  so  “run  into  the  ground.”  Experience  shows  there 
may  be  too  much  of  a go(>d  thing.  Let  us  pause  a moment 
and  regard  the  se’seral  associations,  simjJy  on  rational 
grounds.  The  1‘hirmers’  Clulis  are  not  mere  pleasure  gath- 
erings; to  caj’rv  them  out  rightly  inclmles  consideralile 
labor.  When  you  liave  to  work  there  is  not  much  danger 
of  going  too- far  in  one  direction. 

Of  the  Ladies’  Association,  I must  say,  though  extremely 
averse  to  llattei-y,  (liar  misclder  and  sucli  as  they  cannot 
})ussibly  go  togellier;  t ie-ij’  gathfriiigs  ai'c  unmixed  gtx-d. 

I doubt  not  the  same,  or  very  nearly  the  same,  may  be 
said  of  “the  Homo  interests,”  w lien  their  members  shall 
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have  passed  beyond  the  giddy  verge  ol*  youth.  The  ITori  i- 
cultnral  comes  next,  and  oiow  we  begin  to  mix  ili inf/s  ; 
perha])S  ail  the  better  for  that;  tlie  members  are  certeaidy 
nice,  mingling'  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  from  10  to  7u 
years.  Tlie  interesting  and  able  Debating  Society  more 
than  sustains  its  credit.  The  Sociable  is  surely  endowed 
with  the  hiculty  of  perpetual  existence,  from  its  name  and 
nature. 

AVe  have  summoned  to  the  bar  of  History  a number  of 
our  Associations,  and  find  them  not  guilty  of  ‘‘going  to 
extremes.” 

It  Avas  stated  that  another,  Avith  the  sweet  title  of  fue 
“Innocents,”  had  organized,  Avith  no  special  object  save  to 
enjoy  themselves  and  “ haA'e  a good  time.”  Keithcr  is  any 
charge  laid  against  these,  so  far  as  your  historian  has  lu-ard. 
All  seem  to  keen  Avitliin  the  limits  AV’hei’ein  alone  ])lea-uiv 
has  any  real  existence. 

A friend  to  true  enjoyment  says, 

“■  Oh  watcli  yc  \yc11  iu  plcMsure  ! for  }>lca-;ure  oft  Iviray  s." 

And  another  and  nolder  bard,  Avitli  deep  pathos.  e\"- 
daims ; 

“ Live.^  there  the  man  wiio  Ini'^  not  tried 
How  mirtli  can  into  folly  glide, 

And  tolly  into  sin  ?” 

AVliilel  should  be  the  last  person  to  disparage  the  l>ene- 
ficial  influences  exerted  in  so  many  directions  hv  the 
iniiltitudinons  associations  that  have  started  ii}>  vicor- 
ously  amongst  us,  I must  be  excused  for  GX}>ressing  regret  • 
at  the  diininislied  interest  shown  toward  tin.*  Lyecmn  e.nd 
its  })ecuiiar  exei’cises.  i lliink  this  circnmstairee.  n;  yoW. 
attributable  to  the  recent  multiplication  of  social  enga/<" 
ments;  hut  tlie  fact  is  eA'ident,  wdnitsoiwer  thei'anse.  '1  U” 
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Amuiai  Couipe  of  J.ectiires  desigiied  for  the  past  -winter, 
has  not  heeii  well  sustained.  I know  it  may  be  said  tliat 
the  ofiicers  of  the  Lyeenm  have  not  furnished  as  many 
opportunities  to  attend  lectures  as  nsiinl;  but  iliere  is  not 
-where  tlie  difhculty  lies.  In  the  first  address  ever  de- 
livered in  this  Imilding,  some  fourteen  years  ago,  the  prom- 
ise -was  confidently  made,  that  if  audiences  were  properly 
kept  up,  lecturers  "would  ]iot  be  wanting.  xVnd  it  was  so,  and 
always  will  be  so.  Xow,  how  has  it  been  this  winter  ? The 
directors  proposed  a course  of  literary  and  scientific  lec- 
tures -svhich  cannot  be  said  to  have  succeeded ; though 
there  is  no  place  in  the  country  (I  say  it  deliberately) 
wliere  just  sucli  lectures  are  inore  wanted  thaji  at  Sandy 
Spring, — thoi’ough  iiiformatiun,  such  as  the  times  and 
our  reputation  demand,  in  regard  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples on  which  depends  all  correct  ])ractice  in  the  me- 
chanical and  agricultural  arts,  in  finance,  in  true  economy, 
and  in  the  best  way  of  living. 

Passing  over  the  neglected  lectures,  one  of  which  at 
least  deserved  a better  fate,  your  historian  is  bound  to 
refer  slightly  to  a circumstance  wliich  a number  of  our 
most  interested  auditors,  our  most  concerned  members,  -wei’e 
pained  to  observe,  iiamely,  a gi-adual  deterioration  of  that 
quiet  and  attentive  deportment  tliat  marked  our  early 
meetings.  Lecturers  of  that  day  s]>okc  admiringly  of  the 
good  order  of  the  audience.  Some  of  the  best  in  recent 
times  have  received  quite  a dillbrent  impression.  It  might 
be  a mitigatioj\  ot’  the  complaint  if  we  could  lay  the  fault 
upon  the  youthful  pupils  of  the  scliools,  who  often  lielped 
out  our  numi.icrs;  bur  not  justly  could  we  “hiy  tltat 
lUitteriug  uucii'm  b.»  our 

Lvery  one  must  see  that  the  Iwceum  pro])er  cannot  be 
ke]d  up  witliout  tlie  observance  of  good  order.  The  old 
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charge,  “a  Avord  to  the  wise,”  is  all  that  is  needed  at 
Sandy  Spring! 

It  is  true  that  Sandy  Spring  got  along  a good  while 
without  a Lyceiiin  ; it  miglit,  doubtless,  continue  to  exist 
were  the  liall  to  become  a ruin.  I3ut  would  there  not  be 
left  a void  which  few  of  us  in  tliis  stirring  age  might  like 
to  see  ? 

Since  the  above  lines  were  written,  a meeting  was  held 
at  the  Lyceum,  the  third  in  the  regular  course,  which  was 
very  numerously  attended.  Iso  falling  off  in  numbers 
or  diminution  of  interest  could  be  complained  of  on  that 
occasion.  And  yet  your  historian,  although  iiiuch  grati- 
fied at  this  evidence  of  life  among  us,  does  not  see  reason 
for  taking  back  any  of  the  remarks  previously  made,  ddie 
entertainment  spoken  of  being  dramatic  in  its  character, 
wjis  so  different  from  the  old-fashioned  Lyceum  exercises 
that  it  is  not  to  be  judged  by  the  same  rules.  The  intro- 
duction of  this  species  of  amusement  is  something  new; 
])robably  it  is  tlio  commencement  of  a grat  ideation  wliieh 
in  all  ages  and  quai'ters  of  the  world  has  })roduced  tlie 
most  lively  pleasure  among  the  people  who  have  wittiessed 
it.  Xow,  allhougli  we  all  desire  that  the  entertainments 
at  this  hall  shall  continue  to  be  of  tlie  highest  and  i)cst 
quality,  it  is  very  certain  that  neither  sage  nor  saint  can 
edify  people  V'ho  fail  to  come  and  hear.  Allow  me 
propose  this  compromise:  let  those  who  incline  to  come 
licre  chiefiy  for  entertainment,  attend  and  feel  inbu'ested  in 
tlie  lectures  for  instruction  ; and  let  those  who  consider 
instruction  the  main  object,  not  fail  to  countenance  by 
tlicir  ]>resenco,  restraining  within  ju’opfw  limits,  th"-* 
meoiings  wiiere  innocent  amusement  is  the  adraeiioii. 
So  will  all  be  lovely ! 

'J'he  rest  of  the  chapter 'must  be  told  in  a few  words. 
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My  respected  colleague  lias  furnislicd  a list  of  events, 
which  forms  part  of  the  record — being  preserved  along 
with  it.  We  find  by  reference  to  that  list,  while  our 
‘‘Savings  Institution’^  boasts  of  an  increase  of  $7000, 
having  now  in  its  vaults  a solid  round  sum  of  over 
$33,000,  that  our  neighborhood  presents  a richer  increase 
of  a better  sort  than  in  any  one  of  the  past  ten  years — 
little  treasures  more  precious  than  silver  or  gold — being 
eleven  babes  ! The  mention  of  it  draws  out  our  poetry— 
“As  the  cradle  rocks  in  the  peasant’s  cot, 

So  it  rocks  in  the  noble's  liall ; 

And  the  richest  gift  of  tlie  loftiest  lot 
Is  the  lxx)ii  that  is  given  to  all.” 

(Not  quite  to  all;  there  heing  not  a single  babe  within 
a mile  of  the  centre  of  Sandy  Spring.) 

Referring  to  babes,  it  requires  to  be  stated  that  they 
had  a rough  time  of  it  through  tlie  winter  with  tJie 
whooping-cough  ; which  disea>se  was  not  confined  to  them, 
for  mothers  and  even  grandmothers  were  compelled  to 
sympathize  personally.  Still  we  have  cause  to  be  thank- 
ful that  no  vacant  chair  at  homo,  no  liltlc  mound  in  the 
churcliyard,  witnesses  tlie  visit  of  the  rude  disease. 

There  were  two  marriages  this  year: 

1.  Llewellyn  Massey  and  Emily  Thomas,  8th  month 
8th,  1872. 

2.  William  Parker  and  Anna  M.  Pentley,  11th  month 
12th,  1872. 

The  deaths  properly  belonging  to  the  neighborhood 
w'ere  four: 

Wilu^ii  t^cotr,  GHi  montli  Uh,  I8i2,  after  a suficriiur 
illness  of  several  weeks;  last  of  tlie  children  of  one  of 
our  old  settlers,  the  quiet,  respected  Isaac  8cott. 

A summer  child  was  born  to  Charles  JI.  and  Anna  F. 
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Brooke;  liis  little  life  was  just  like  a drop  of  morning 
dew,  that  ‘‘just  as  it  touches  earth,  exhales  into  heaven.” 

7th  month  11th,  1872,  Isaac  Bond,  of  consumption,  long 
latent  in  his  system,  but  vrearing  him  away  rapidly  at 
the  last.  His  case  is  scarcely  one  which  can  strictly  be 
included  as  belonging  to  Sandy  Spring,  as  he  came  but  to 
die.  Yet  neither  can  he  be  wholly  se])arated  from  the 
community  with  which  he  was  always  most  closely  con- 
nected and  where  all  his  affections  were  fastened. 

1st  month  6th,  1873,  Ann  Wetherald  died  at  the  age  of 
83,  having  survived  her  distinguished  husband,  Thomas 
Wetherald,  for  forty  years.  i 

3d  month  10th,  Ahrginia  F.  l\loore  died  in  Alexandria, 
wliere  she  and  her  little  daughter  had  gone  to  spend  the 
winter.  This  book  contains  the  record  of  her  youthful 
husband’s  death  in  186-1,  and  of  a little  darling  in  1866, 
by  which  mournful  events  her  young  life,  before  as  bright 
as  any  we  have  knowm,  wuis  darkened  by  a shadow'  never 
to  be  lifted  on  earth. 

Much  sympathy  is  felt  for  the  death  of  W.  IT.  Bukoil- 
ski’s  two  only  children. 

SuiuTnary  of  the  marriages,  births  and  deaths  of  the  last 
ten  years: 

Marriages,  25 ; births,  79;  deaths,  40, — in  a population 
of  about  330. 

Several  iiiteresting  features  pertaining  to  the  past  yerir 
should  not  be  altogether  omitted:  among  these  are  the 
nourishing  condition  of  the  First-Day  School,  tiie  close 
of  James  S.  Tlalloweirs  “Fiilford  Boarding  School,”  and 
t 111*  establishmei'.t  of  0!ic  for  bovs  bv  Colt?mau  aTid  M;n  - 
shail. 

I have  found  that  considerably  more  space  is  now  re- 
<!uired  in  order  to  make  out  anything  like  an  annual 
"ketch  than  Vvhen  the  task'  was  llrst  undoriaken. 
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And  now  the  pen,  wliich  has  recorded  the  long  train  of 
events  that  liave  constituted  a vei\y  imperfect  biography 
of  the  Siindy  Spring  neigliborhood  for  the  past  ten  years, 
drops  from  the  weary  hand.  Under  the  decided  expecta- 
tion that  tlie  writer  lias  made  his  last  entry  in  tliese 
annals,  he  asks  you  to  listen  to  a few  closing  words — they 
shall  be  a prayer:  that  when  tlie  fingers  that  held  the 
pen  are  stiff,  and  the  heart  that  dictated  its  many 
utterances  is  cold  in  yonder  churchyard,  may  some 
friendly  voice  be  heard  to  say  of  the  writer — “He  was  a 
sincere  well  wisher  to  his  race  and  a true  lover  of  Sandy 
Spring.^’  W.  H.  F. 

< 

CHAPTER  XL 

From  Fourth  Month,  7th,  187o,  tsj  Fourth  Month,  6tii,  1874, 

Kesuniption  of  the  Ilislory — Influence  of  the  age — “10  years 
ago!” — The  solid  basis  — Former  prices  — Increase  of  travel- 
ling— Also  of  the  use  of  fresh  meats  — Country  stores  — Econo- 
liiy  and  Micawber — Wheat  exceeding  former  products;  42 
bushels  per  acre  — Dairy  business  extending  — Kailroad  located 
from  Hanover  through  our  farms — Kis<3  of  the  Grange:  its 
character  and  influence  — Good  lectures  at  the  Lyceum,  by 
Kev.  J.  F.  W.  Ware,  barnuol  Stabler,  of  California,  and  others 
— The  “ Black  Friday  ” did  not  weaken  the  “ Savings  Institu- 
tion” ; but  the  “ Mutual  Insurance  Company”  sufiered  losses 
by  fire  of  over  $40,000 — The  Ihxikvillc  and  Horticultural  Fairs 
“ bet  ter  than  ever  ixdorc  ” — Tlie  Tclegraish  established  at  Olney, 
and  the  yietrojKOitan  Ivai’rAad  by  lEx-kville  — No  marriage  this 
year,  but  interesting  “ g*ddtm  wedding  ” of  Edward  and  Ann  K. 
Stabler — “Silver  wedding”  of  Warwii'k  P,  and  Mary  M. 
yiillcr  — And  t h<-  “ golden  weddiing  ” <<f  Robert  II.  and  Anna. 
Miller:  all  of  whieii  (X'curr.di  oar  historical  year,  irom 

4th  Montii,  1870,  to  4th  Month,  lc-74. 

Since  if  is  your  expressed  desire  this  liistory,  commenced 
ten  years  ago,  should  tiof  be  sulfered  to  dro})  yet  awliile 
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(as  wastlie  sincere  expectation  of  the  writer),  lie  resunips 
the  pen  without  making  any  further  explanation  of  liis 
change  of  purpose.  He  vroukl  warn  you  in  advance  that 
there  is  a period  in  the  life  of  every  man,  coming  :tt 
difTerent  ages  in  different  persons — sonic  reach  it  at  sixty, 
some  at  seventy,  others  at  a still  later  period — when  the 
individual  experiences  an  honest  conviction  tliat  he  ouLdit 
to  give  up  responsible  business : but  if  he  proceeds  beyond 
that  period  tlie  conviction  leaves  him;  he  gets  funli<'r 
and  further  from  perceiving  or  acknowledging  the  gatlu-r- 
ing  shadows,  and  clings  with  nerveless  hand  to  the  scejitre,, 
f^ie  pen,  the  gavel,  or  whatever  may  be  the  instrument  of 
his  office.  An  anticipation  of  this  sort  is  before  jju; 
mind  of  your  historian.  Started  again  on  the  course,  y(»ii 
ma}^  expect  a succession  of  volumes  rivalling  Bancroft  in 
numbers,  or  simulating  even  the  Chinese  historians. 
Being  now  supported  by  two  lady  assistants  (for  he  is 
gra tilled  to  announce  that  Mrs.  iNFai-y  B.  ^.riiomas  has  con- 
sented to  join  the  editorial  corps),  he  is  rpiite  uiiaf'le  to 
promise  wlien  the  underlaking  will  come  to  a liiial  clns*e 
In  entering  upon  the  second  decade  it  seems  etiiin-lv 
consistent  with  the  nature-  and  objects  of  liistory  to  tako 
a retrospective  glanc(‘  at  our  situation  when  tlie  last  de- 
cade commenced.  The  doctrine  so  fretpienlly  utten-d 
that  ‘Miistory  is  philosophy  teaching  by  example,''  reiiviers 
it  higlily  proper  to  take  such  view. 

. Ten  years  used  to  seem  a long  while  to  me.  To  soih<' 
of  the  audience  it  doubtless  so  appears  now:  (I  know; 
because  about  forty  years  ago  a young  lady  sent  me  a co}.y 
of  verses — I liave  them  yet — entitled  Wh'.m  ‘a- v'l, 

young,  ten  years  ago!  ’)  d'ht;  jienod  seems  ipnu-  br.ii 
now.  Vet  when  we  think  how  much  lias  occurred,  if  w.- 
only  refer  to  the  clianges  wliich  this  book  reconb'— ibe 


..  V ' 


‘ ‘ - 

f.,«ir«'.T  od  ,(i'’inYf  wii  I.1  tioitjtlo-.'izo  oi'nitia  oriJ  ?nw  wi) 
•-III  'li>  ii''iJc.rtfdT)-i  citfiiiil  t<iJ!  "ilidnm  liioiltiff  d'H 
)r.H  ■niuuUv  di  m-f  blnuv  ‘iH  .oio<m  lo 

,«  -v-iuwo  ,ttm  ''Vii  ■:•>»  ni  I-li-vi  « « wdt 

/t/k  id  li  liw/Ji  -^nina'-aisw-iv’!  iyjidr;A  lifyi»nu* 

k'l,  ttita  « )«  le_t.raoa 

!i!'4H«-jd  bid)  fioi'i'>i  '!i(-.o  mi  fimUriDni 

:.ki.j«.VK(  -^d  r?  twi  : ofdi»tto.i^  <{«  oyis  ^ 

vMiMiil  -'d  ;nird  H'.vidf  iwil  .'i-ftico  9iH  fKMTKl  *urtJ 
-wifUi"  att  siiqbol  mmvt  Hi  w gn»»lwxi  Kioil  ivrffmrt  hv* 
ot  fmnd  rfii  ??  «stii(o  f>HB  ^.wob/wts  stu 

i.  hviimnia'di  odl  •'d  •(<«a  k,  .mKj 

■iit>  '.lol'xt  8t  JYoa  Bii{i  lo  ,«•-.( ijKibitmi  .oo.Tl«  »rrt 

• ii.w  ,WMOO  oilt  no  ni«’4«  M-mS  .HW-tdtsiii  iifO(lo  Immi 
HI  iVmmdl  saUlwb  «9<noIwv  lo,  no:ss*>r)ii8  « looqis  xn»' 
.imtiwlaitr  MOrtidO  otil,,  "'J'O  v.jiKTlrmirB 
•4  ■“»■>>  ssnKtKf  B (bfi’l  ir»i  vd  !wFk>.h(hb  woir 

-loUltd  «<:modT  il  vikK  liui)  ■rntmtinn  ol  bo.liims 
,4  oiHn>  »i  Orf  .(hr{ov,  odl  m.>t  o»  I-otn  « 

tend  « •niioo  ISiw  oil>  nod// 

li  obo'w!-  !moy,»<>r!)  no*t«  .»nmiuo  nl  ■ 
■siUii  *»  -rtwIUMl  lo  6l'wi,do  biiK  oiatim  0(1*  lUb'  In  deHinv) 
ir-Mlw  iioitimJiB  mo  ,n-.  j/iJo'Xiwiioi  « 

rMn>Mi,ml  ob  onhvx>I)  odT 
■ ,i.ii  .1  ".■jt<[)utt«ord  Siiidooji  ti(-!o«olid'f  ti  Tmtaid  -it  ^ 

mum!  . .woiv  dons  sotni  oJ  iri^I  v‘'a'"” 

“»»*  aiRov  no'!*  . 

; ./nfli  -Ii  :wo(t  iia9«irli.  o»  fc-didn^>  *(  oon-jihun  •nit  lo 
.«« tno^  vt.1.1  H,mn>V  B vnol  Jm'.lii  •iWftO'^ 

•,>/  u mnill  »>osd  l 10 

t“'il4  'OKp  80fXi>.  lw>i;Vo'(  'nil  l . lljl  ,^111*  . 

«*/  li  ,li  t-mtooo  81  (I  dniitn  wuii  diiidt  -jw  iislN/  I'J  ( 

■.«li-(.lrio',n  il.>.»i  liilj  Ilsidtf  j'i!S'<Bda  •«(!  o!  •l•d-n  Xlno 


118 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPKINO. 


marriages,  births,  deaths — ah ! it  scarcely  seems  the  same 
world ! 

But  in  making  the  coinpar^.oii  of  then  and  now,  we 
must  guard  against  the  mistake  of  regarding  as  changes 
in  the  object,  what  are  in  fact  only  changes  in  ourselves. 
We  old  people  are  cpiite  liable  to  this  error ; which  is 
simply  unavoidable,  if  the  subject  is  viewed  as  colored  by 
our  own  feelings.  The  only  way  to  avoid  it  is  by  sticking 
to  facts.  Here  statistics,  figures,  come  in,  to  strip  the 
subject  of  illusions,  and  render  our  conclusions  of  some 
value  and  interest.  Your  historian  has  been  brought  to 
see,  partly  against  his  will,  certainly  in  opposition  to  all 
his  imaginative  and  poetic  instincts,  that  the  prosperity 
of  a community  must  rest,  like  all  other  things,  on  a solid 
material  basis.  It  would  be  disagreeable,  and  only  par- 
tially true,  to  say,  that  in  this,  as  in  other  material  things, 
money  is  the' measure  of  value.  Boor  indeed,  wretchedly 
poor,  is  the  man  or  the  neighborliood  tliat  is  not  distin- 
guished for  something  better  than  money  ; which  is  of  the 
earth,  earthy ; like  the  foundation-stones  of  a building  to 
be  kept  out  of  sight — low  down,  where  it  belongs;  not  to 
be  compared  to  the  beautiful  })illars,  walls,  bay-windows, 
mantels,  &c.;  and  yi‘t,  where  are  all  those  valuable  and 
beautiful  things  when  the  foundation  gives  way?  These 
are  facts  whicli  it  is  well  to  face.  1 return  to  the  figures, 
with  which  I shall  not  detain  you,  but  only  ])resent  a very 
meagre  si)ecimen  to  illustrate  the  ])oint.  1 find  in  a 
record  of  nine  or  ten  years  back,  that  agricultural  produc- 
tions stood  at  prices  far  beyond  the  j)resent  time:  llav 
brought  830  a ton,  r'ats  Wriv  07  cents  a bushel,  }-ork  18 
cents  a }>uiuid.  t'ompare  liior^e  i.guiec;  wilii  liie  Corres- 
ponding ])i'ices  for  the  last  two  or  tinve  years.  Blush 
times  were  those,  for  money-came  in  faster  even  tlian  it 
Acenl  out.  Is  this  the  case  now? 
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Let  KS  turn  away  from  tJie  grovelling  thought,  to  read 
a lively  passage  from  the  contribution  of  my  new  lady 
assistant.  She  says : Our  people  seem  to  have  done  more 

travelling  this  year  than  r\er  before;  persons  from  Sandy 
Spring  luive  visited  Loston,  Nev/  York,  Philadeljdda, 
Maiich  Clmnk,  Gettysburg,  AVatkins  Glen,  Niagara, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Abilley  of  Virginia,  Kehoboth  Beach,  Cape 
May,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Quincy,  Omaha,  St.  Paul's, 
Utah,  Colorado,  San  Francisco,  Mammotb  Cave,  Chatta- 
nooga, &c.”  Not  to  be  beliind  the  times,  various  “Ameri- 
can citizens  of  African  descent’’  took  advantage  of  a 
cheap  excursion  to  Pichmond,  Virginia,  d'here  'were  also 
forty-five  individuals  from  this  place  present  at  Balli- 
more  Yearly  Meeting  in  the  fall.  No'w  here  is  a go  for 
certain!  Y'on  couldn’t  find  anything  like  that  ten  yeai'S 
ago,  or  indeed  evei  before.  The  most  snarling  critic  can- 
not deny  that  travelling  has  a great  effect  in  expanding 
tlje  mind,  conducing  to  ]>rogress.  But  when  one  has  a 
leaditig  subject  -weighing  on  his  n)ind,  lie  is  a})f  to  jind  ;i 
connection  between  it  and  some  otlier  things  that  app'*ar 
quite  dilferent.  Tljat  our  people  should  have  <lone  so 
rniuh  travelling  is  a thing  to  be  proud  of,  but  indeed  it 
<lo(\>  cost  I 

In  this  conuection  too  let  ns  state  another  very  differ- 
cut  fact,  but  ending  in  the  same  result  as  to  pecuniary 
gains. 

d'homas  J.  Lea  leports  a great  increase  in  the  cn- 
siimptiou  of  fresh  beef. 

Add  to  ib.is  our  otlier  supplies  of  fresh  meats,  ami 
there  is  an  amazing  tot;il.  Of  course  the  summm’  l)oard'  ’ 
are  rc>pmmii;.le  ior  j.art  of  lids  large  con-uiuptioii,  liiOir.-n 
only  for  a small  ])art. 

This  is  really  and  truly  a sign  of  progress.  It  sliows 
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that  we  arc  changing  our  meat  diet  from  the  pork  and 
bacon  that  served  as  tiie  stai)lc  for  oiir  forefathers,  to  tlie 
more  wholesome  muttoji  and  beef.  I think  it  is  probably 
worth  all  it  costs,  bnt'Jike  the  travelling  business)  it  does 
cost.  The  money  in  this  case  stays  in.  the  neighborhood 
too,  which  is  a good  thing.  It  is  also  a favorable  circuiii- 
stance  that  the  money  spent  in  our  stores,  or  at  least  a 
fair  fraction  of  it,  remains  among  our  own  people. 

The  mercantile  statistics  of  tlie  neighborhood,  so  far  as 
relates  to  our  dealings  with  the  stores,  Avould  form  an 
important  item  of  the  general  prosperity,  especially  if  the 
review  were  extended  over  the  period  of  tlie  past  fiftetii 
or  stxtecn  years.  I speak  only  of  the  collective  opera- 
tions, not  of  the  dealings  of  particular  individual  store- 
keepers. tSuch  review  would,  I think,  refute  the  remark 
made  recently  by  one  of  our  pi-osperous  citizens,  to  the 
effect  that  ‘‘these  stores  were  the  greatest  evil  of  the 
times'’;  which  was  of  course  a hasty  exaggeration.  AVhen 
we  rellect  cm  the  iact  that  the  three  or  four  stores  at 
which  our  peoi>le  mostly  disal,  ree<dve  in  cash  or  ])romisos 
to  pay  ail  amount  ecpiivadent.  to  the  interest  of  a million 
dollars,  there  is  some  dillieulty  in  understanding  how  the 
amount  is  made  up  from  the  producing  capacity  of  tlie 
surrounding  estates  in  addition  to  other  large  necessary 
expemiitures.  No  one  can  be  so  unlair  as  to  attach 
blaino  for  this  conilitioii  (.)f  things  to  the  jiorsons  who  ke^g) 
the  stuiH.-s;  who  are  a!!  too  well  known  and  too  highiv 
esteemed  to  need  any  ^ort  v»f  excuse  or  e.\])lanalion.  It 
is  j.'robable  these  gentlemen  could  enlighten  us  better  tliau 
any  one  (dsc  as  to  the  })oinl  v.  la.a'e  the  real  mischief  li-  c : 
me  so  much  m the  ainoiinl  oi'  goods  bought,  as  in  liie 
amount  not  paid  for. 

These  arc  times  when,  throughout  the  length  and 


'i  1 r*r<tfAa  •fio 

AtK^l  OiU  moil  ^mh  m rtfo  ^^.u;;(njdo  bin  9vr  icrfi 

Of!)  c do  f'K  lrrn't4  liifli  uo^mia) 

vu?t;dfnij  iMI  MMifiJt  I DoofJ  notfjirti  oiom 

gfr»b  Ji  f i?«iorfisJ7d  I'^rifUoY^n)  fliduy  Slid  .^-^aon  )i  (Tu 

Mi  o'MijK,  >^4i0  ffrdj  iii  r,mm  'cl'r  4««*o 
-iiujoiio  i/MtoViii  « ‘r-i«  »i  )l  r^,rtidi  f*  fioiilv;  ,ooi 
ft  ift  -^0  tf't;  «r  rjnnm  od)  Jutfi  oouiila  V, 

*(>J(jr/¥{  hVQ  “^fto  f^i  lo  MidJo/n)  tiftl' 

2ft  'iftl  OH  od)  lo  HJjifiiJftta  odlniiOioMi  mlT 

lui  mwl  blffow  «&w)a  odJ  rr.)iv/  'mo  n|  si>liKn'"“ 

Ir  yni;fOfSf<^A><»  >^fno  moir  )nnh04|mi 

MJrOi'ill  iHJjff  tolJ  lo  Wl  .Hj  <9flt  il-jfVMW/O)  OloV/  V/Ol  Wt 

-rn^io  sTftoolioo  m!i  lo  1 sum  m’wJzU  io 

•^oiAMa  f«niMviI»Mi  'm{M'>[hK<(  in  Oiil%  km  ,b noil 

fidi  olJilo’i  ,di)h  w'^yvi 

odi  !•>  ^uw  \\^  vtfiioo^'!  olwmi 

M ihj>  oii)  bVjH  ? rro)a- iaiU 

iioii  U ft  f/ssfjfoo  lo  fefiv/  rioidv/  i'**onfi) 

in  fto'ioda  luol  TK)  iyo'iil)  od)  o.i!)  I'w;)  oiU  n<3  .t-riMoo  O'l/ 
feobiiuoK]  YO  fbfto  fii  Jfif'b  \\  - oftu  ilniif  f/ 

ftf'iUIiM  ft  In  *^fil  m ffi:  ot 

> ^ OTjfll  ,&iftl(oI» 

^rio oi(t  f4f«al  4»J  obr.m  pi  inif',m;ft 
A't oi  xioitihi'^i  ni  sotftJb')  ji^nilmm.n'iris  '' 
jriKiift  r»j  bft  •}iuifi)io^' »n{!.r'  *^fu>  o/^  ^6'/Mr’il»«i‘Kjzo 
od  fem^H7^^4  o4)  ‘0  h;;»ti  k»  Kidl  idt  Mnmk! 

t»oi  Imj;  n >V  U‘?Mk.  ^u:  ml  if  mU 

)1  'o  10  OH ij •!/.•, » t»»  l»*»nifro)?9 

in  (I)  fji  iT'VMf^^iiii'j  Mono  a >5ft  '{rfi oj;  oidinfuf^  ai 

;^  ii  fit  I m eii  Tiin 

;^1i  (ii  bft  in  OlMiOOia  0il4  Ml  ii  ftliti  )Ai#f 

a«l  Iliftfj  4m»  limbmu 

LiuL  oil gtiof  odi  nomiJ  ‘rus  oborll 


ANIMALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


)2i 


breadth  of  our  land,  a deeper  concern  tluin  I liave  ever 
known  before  is  felt  by  all  reflecting  citizens  at  tlie  lieavy 
debt  which  is  piling  up  cvervAvhere  by  individuals  and 
communities.  Our  national  law-makers  are  now  in  Urn 
act  of  relieving  the  pressure  of  tlie  debt  by  incrcasbuj  its 
amount.  Probably  some  individuals  would  like  to  ])ursnc 
tlie  same  course  with  their  private  obligations;  a road  to 
ruin  which  docs  not  very  much  concern  Sandy  S}>ring; 
at  least  we  will  hope  so.  Still,  inasmuch  as  human 
nature  is  much  the  same  everywhere,  and  as  nature  alhjws 
no  exceptions  to  her  laws,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  a su  peril  nous 
caution  at  this  time,  to  direct  your  attention  to  that  prac- 
tical principle  in  the  right  conduct  of  life  whieh  is 
nowhere  better  illustrated  than  in  the  words  of  iMieawbrr; 
“Income,  £20;  expenses,  £19  19s.  6d. ; result,  peace  and 
happiness.  Income,  £20;  expenses,  £20  10s.;  resuiu 
misery  and  ruin ! ’’ 

Examine  the  figures,  young  people ; the  magic  num-  rals 
that  comprise  such  momentous  issues  I It  is  a soh/mn 
fact  requiring  no  prophetic  insight  to  discern,  that  all  \ 
culture  which  this  neighborhood  has  attained,  all  iissvwia! 
advantages,  its  respect  abroad  and  comfort  at  home,  will 
h'.  unavailing  to  prevent  a catastrophe,  if  the  groundwork 
of  human  prosperity  fails:  industry  directed  by  iifelli- 
gence,  prudence,  and  the  resolve  never  to  incur  a 'hdu, 
without  rational  assurance  of  being  able  to  pay.  (<.’'>n- 
gratiilatc  me  on  being  through  with  this  portion  of  tl.i-; 
year’s  history ! ) 

Tokens  of  energy  and  improvement  during  the  year  are 
by  no  means  wanting.  xVgricnltnrc,  tlie  foundatioiM'*H-k 
on  which  our  cliivf  ]a’«Gperitv  must  be  built,  euu  ■'  -x 
some  considerable  suect‘sses,  while  i(.  can  seai'<vly  hf  d 
a veiy  brillianl  year.  Tlu.'  wlieat  crop*  may  he  1*vm  I'  i "t- 
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One  of  our  fai-mers  (whoso  initials  are  S.  P,  T.)  raised  420 
bushels  on  ten  acres,  a production  probably  never  exceeded 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Such  a return  might  be  con- 
sidered exceptional;  bi>t  I have  to  add  that  the  Farmers’ 
Club,  consisting  of  a corps  that  might  be  excused  for 
showing  some  falling  off,  if  such  a privilege  may  be 
claimed  for  any  cause,  raised  7000  bushels  of  wheat  last 
summer.  There  is  no  report  as  yet  from  the  younger 
clubs ; but  if  the  men  whose  average  years  are  now  just  55^ 
have  done  thus  much,  what  may  Ave  not  suppose  of  the 
vigorous  youth  Avdiose  age  is  just  about  one-half  their 
fathers?  Sandy  Spring  farming  is  going  on  all  right. 
When  one  crop  fails  there  is  sure  to  be  success  in  another. 
For  example,  the  peach  crop  this  }'ear  Avas  one  of  the 
Avorst,  but  there  Avere  some  favored  exceptions.  In  con- 
nection with  the  dairy  business,  as  yet  only  begun,  a 
notice  of  “ a most  superior  milk  wagon  ” Avas  put  up ; but, 
unfortunately,  the  vehicle  Avas  forwarded  to  Philadelphia. 
Still,  it  shoAvs  the  enterprise  of  an  Ashton  manufacturer. 
This  is  probably  a slight  forerunner  of  the  ucav  direction 
which  our  dairy  business  Avill  take  as  soon  as  tliat  railroad 
is  finished. 

We  come  noAv  to  one  of  the  tAvo  great  incidents  tliat  dis- 
tinguish the  year.  One  day  last  sju'ing  the  railroad  engi- 
neers eniered  tlie  neighborhood.  Fire  and  tiame  heralded 
their  approach.  The  mode  ])ursued  of  getting  rid  of  tim- 
ber on  some  25  acres  exhibited  the  quality  of  dispatch  for 
which  railroads  are  distinguished ; though  the  OAvner  of  the 
land  thus  despoiled  probably  failed  to  see  the  beauty  of  the 
operation.  Xo  more  did  some  c4’  the  landoAvners  through 
Avhose  iann-  the  iocaiimi  vvus  inavle,  see  much  beauty  in 
leveled  line  and  curve.  Tlie  new  location,  however,  pro- 
ceeded, greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlic  engineers  on  one 
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side,  and  certain  gentlemen  of  the  neigliborliood,  wh<.se 
ox  ".vas  not  gored’'  this  time,  on  the  otlier.  The  siniiglit 
line  was  located  from  Hanover  to  Gaithersburg,  the  engi- 
neers resting  from  their  hd>ors  when  summer  came,  sinc<^ 
which  the  railroad  has  also  rested. 

Your  historian,  reviewing  the  remarks  made  a year  ago 
on  the  subject  of  railroad  incursions  and  land  damages, 
secs  no  reason,  from  the  threatened  personal  injuries  of  the 
]>ast  year,  to  recall  the  sentiments  there  expressed.  .A.  rail- 
road is  the  great  want  of  our  neighborhood.  Let  lu-r 
come,  even  if  some  nervmus  individuals  have  to  get  (ail  (/f 
her  thundering  track.  AVill  Sandy  Spriiig  ever  have  one  ? 
That  is  the  question. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  you  that  th.c  other 
illustrious  incident  of  the  year  is  the  institution  amongst 
ns  of  the  new  order  of  the  Gramje.  It  comes  among  ns, 
not  like  a railroad,  bringing  public  beueHt  with  jirivate  iti- 
jury,  sacriOciiig  the  comfort  and  sometimes  the  very  liiune 
and  hearth  of  the  individual  to  tlic  greater  heuetit  of  li;.-’ 
community;  hut  with  dt  signed  injury  to  none,  and  Iiml- 
ness  and  good-will  to  all.  The  idea  of  the  Grange  is  sim- 
ply an  expansion  of  the  principle  which  underlies  all  li.^- 
ideasant  and  improving  associations  that  distinguish  our 
neighborhood;  it  may  almost  be  k;rmed  a peculiarly  San-ly 
Spring  idea;  hence  the  degree  of  acceptance  it  ha-  luf', 
sidlieient  to  counterbalance  the  obstrnctions  v.  itli  wliu  li 
it  had  naturally  to  contend.  It  was  unavoidahlc  ih.n 
a peo})le  trained  as  ours  should  shrink  v-omewhat  from 
entering  a strange  “ Secret  Order.”  AVe  are,  among  our- 
selves, a nnited  peo]de — more  so  than  most  ooinmiinu. 
united,  and  vet  isohited.  It  might  ^•e  |ti\  Jieiod  tc  '• 
Grange  would  be  slow  in  overcoming  tliese  jiatural  ou- 
structiotis.  Yet  we  tlud  that  already  a considorahi's  num- 
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ber,  knowii)g  tlipmstlycs  to  be  fiirmers,  could  not  refuse 
their  eonnlcmnice  to  the  first  grand  combination  formed  to 
benefit  the  farmers;  having  experienced  the  pleasure  and 
profit  of  associating  together  in  so  many  ways,  tliey  readily 
received  tlie  idea,  so  congenial  v;ith  their  own  experience, 
of  trying  the  principle  on  a larger  scale  : being  nurtured 
and  trained  in  faith  in  the  equality  of  wmman,  they  were 
naturally  attracted  to  the  first  national  business  association 
that  acknowledged  her  equality,  and  the  essential  require- 
ment of  her  presence,  her  assistance  and  counsel.  Having 
been  continually  reminded  by  tlieir  own  excellent  ritual 
that  social  love  and  kindness  are  the  true  fruits  of  religion, 
they  found  it  an  easy  step  from  the  doctrine  “ becoming 
their  own  Christian  profession,’’  to  the  doctrine  that  these 
qualities  are  also  most  becoming,  witliout  distinction  of 
profession,  to  all. 

The  Grange  proposes  for  itself  all  tliese  tilings.  Three 
orders  have  been  established  amongst  us,  comprising  about 
150  members.  Tlieir  permanence  will  depend  on  the  con- 
tinued zeal  in  carrying  out  the  cardinal  })riuciples  of  the 
Order.  I confess  to  cousiih-rable  curiosity,  not  free  from 
some  uncertainty,  in  regard  to  tliis  part  of  next  year’s 
record.  Tut,  in  tlic  meantime,  Avhether  our  friends  stand 
clear  or  join,  there  is  not  the  sligldcst  ground  for  uii- 
plcasaiit  divisions;  he  must  be  a false  Granger  wlio  desires 
to  throw  a stone  at  any  one  outside.  '’.Dio  question  lias 
arisen,  whether  (he  new  assoeiaiiou  will  interfere  witli  the 
good  old  ones.  No  indications  of  that  sort  are  apparent 
yet.  Tlie  Farmers’  Gluhs  arc  natural  auxiliaries  to  the 
Grange;  tlie  various  a.ssotuatioiis  in  v.hidi  our  Imlies  take 
either  the  entire  m rangeinoiir,  or  di\ide  tiie  work  with 
tlieir  brotliei'S,  find  a congenial  spirit  among  the  Fatrons  of 
Husbandly,  so  tluiL  it  will  be  only  a question  of  distinct  or 
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of  combined  action  in  the  same  direction.  Eacli  associa- 
tion has  at  present  a beneficial  purpose ; all  may  find  it  true 
economy,  both  of  time  and  ]>o\ver,  to  concentrate. 

The  literary  interests  of  the  neighborhood,  as  hndlag 
expression  in  the  transactions  of  the  Lyceum,  have  not 
been  neglected;  the  lectures  not  very  numerous,  but  good. 
Mr.  Ware  favored  ns  again  in  the  fifth  month,  but  the 
Aveather  again  refused  to  favor  his  kind  effort  for  our 
benefit.  We  may  reasonably  iiope,  since  tlie  veallier  is 
fully  as  capricious  in  its  frowns  as  in  its  smiles,  lluit  when 
lie  comes  as  he  has  promised  to  do  next  month,  the  bright 
May  season  will  be  on  its  best  behavior.  i\lr.  Ware  cone'S 
a long  distance — all  the  way  from  Boston — to  entertain 
and  instruct  us;  but  we  (just  among  ourselves,  would  in>i 
have  it  get  out  you  know  I)  can  understand  how  naturally 
a man  should  revolve  first  on  one  and  then  on  the  other 
^‘hub  of  the  universe!’’  For  the  present  Lyceum  season, 
science  was  declared  in  order,  and  a very  succes.'ful 
bition  of  its  brilliant  and  recondite  mysteries  was  ha<l. 

Another  lecture  on  a branch  of  science  less  briilian*. 
but  not  less  important  nor  less  interesting,  is  }m;nnre*l. 
It  is  sure  to  supply  deep  and  needed  instruction  about 
common  things;  always  the  most  valuable.  Among  the 
lectures  delivered  here  last  season  we  must  not  omit  tiio 
mention  of  a life-like  picture  of  California,  dra\sn  i>y 
Samuel  Stabler,  one  of  our  Sandy  Spring  boys,  wim 
wandered  off  to  that  distant  region  ; one  of  the  Lw  woriii 
keeping  whom  we  have  lost  in  that  way. 

The  lectures  spoken  of,  lilce  the  best  s]ieechcs  of  all  d-*- 
seri]>tioM,  have  been  ‘Mit.  vljo’.igh  few.’’  Also  t h.o comrui-  u 
of  Lyceum  Hall  has  been  improved.  V'emilataei,  l 
alLimportantand  much  neglected  feature  in  public  roomu 
is  ingeniously  provided  for.  Indeed,  it  may  be  adfuiti  d 
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tliattho  younger  hands  into  whose  charge  the  Lyceum  has 
passed,  have  done  their  duty  “passing  well.”  This  transi- 
tion by  which  young  blood  was  substituted  before  the 
old  fluid  was  quite  chilled  in  the  yeins,  appears  to  have 
been  a in  aster-strobe,  accomplishing  more  objects  than  one. 

Long  live  the  Lyceum ! It  has  done  good  service,  and 
has  more  (and  better,  1 trust)  yet  to  do.  The  true  quality 
of  work  is  not  best  seen  while  being  done,  at  least  this  is 
the  case  in  work  where  the  heart  of  the  doer  is  the  active 
power. 

It  would  never  do  to  ])ass  tlie  year  ’73,  with  three  months 
of  ’74,  without  any  reference  to  the  “Black  Friday”  of 
last  September.  Our  people  are  becoming  more  and  more 
interested  in  the  financial  condition  of  th.e  country.  Al- 
though there  must  be  ground  for  apprehension  in  regard 
to  business  aflairs,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  our  Savings  In- 
stitution shows  that  some  people  liavc  saved  money;  its 
deposits  having  been  increased  this  year  by  a full  six  and 
and  a-half  thousand  dollars. 

The  Fire  Insurance  Coin]iany  had  much  the  hardest 
year  of  its  existence,  l>aying  for  over  5^40,000  of  pro]ierty 
destroyed  by  fire.  This  rapid  agent  of  destruction  was  at 
its  work  in  our  very  midst : the  barn  of  Wm.  II.  Stabler, 
.together  with  a number  of  vehicles  and  farm  implements, 
but  fortunately  no  stock,  being  consumed  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  1st  of  J line. 

It  should  have  been  stated  among  agricultural  matters, 
that  the  Second  Annual  Convention  of  all  the  Clubs  was 
lield  at  tlie  ap])ointed  time,  and  numerously  attended.  In 
ilie  opinion  of  our  new  ia'lv  historian,  the  ;*  llockville  Fair 
and  our  lloriiciiltural  Fxiiibition  ” were,  if  possible,  better 
than  ever  before.  Tlio  telegraph  recently  establislied  at 
Olney,  and  the  opening  of  railroad  travel  througli  onr 


•lA- 


f-  : w rnx-A 


otr 


,a,r*.n^T  9rfl  o?-...rf.vno.Iw  ol.^i  '«'l 

hntnt  «riT  ".It?."  ;v''%«'l“  vi'.'f' o.tM>  jt.rf 

vuiimroHtl  ctK'  ..>b  oi  39V  fi«nt  f .loli^d 

Rt  aiii3  1-iMt  3«  ,911'ti)  .Jlirfw  nw«  .l«a<t  Jon  »^3)ly> 

6viJw  9tf)  Ri  Tw6'9<l3,1o  W.A  otlJ  -mitw  m 0BR9  orft 

V»lit«0(n  991<«  dii«  ,fA'  33f>7  7.13  ««'(  <>>  "‘‘'"’f 

-lA.  .Ynt/iffoo  o.-tJ  To  ri..'libn..o  i.:f:.n..a!3  »<f  ni 

L u:«1  ni  noiRno?!73.f,T«'7o1  f.nnoi^;  e.<  3,»m  rf^iOort 

hit  fenW..R  n»o  3ml3  to&j  .3<i  at  h.  r'".T  t£ 

i?  fc'lr'yoitafi.  (vnvia  -.viul  <.((1<R><1  o<i'"»  . "o'ia  noiJuliJs 

S.IU:  *W  Hut  B ^<1  iR  '/.  wrft  £>--wf.'v''>..i  n .'xl  ^tuviu 

•T  .KTii;lU»li  KkiI-*  hiiM 

iiatml  oM  ihBut  lu'.il  -{n^imor)  oottuni?iil  0«^  »‘tT 

.vjTvrmn  'to  S«> '“‘I  <'>7«  .iRiM  R t V)  •«»< 

'1  RR"  ito073«b  TO  ,no.^«,  t.i<,u3  RidT  toTil  xd-  t-nonlRab 
, .11  Mi-ft  To  «i3.d  0,13  : .3ln,n  'v  i'<o  "I 

m'u.T  f'.u.  a-.loi.Io7  To  To-l.nnn  “ 
vhvio  odl  «i  bomo-Rtioo  a-iod  .dooiR  on  vjotun.ihoT  JnJ 

t.iA9  juj  n ^ o ^ 3,in„sminom 

EdulO  o,i.t  ll«  To  n.,h„ov,„/J-l3a.]3.iA  f....»;R  ■..U  Jb<1» 
«l  J.olMfOtr,  yliooi  h.iu«>  S‘««  •''"'i*  t,  •3„.«t;iB  orl,  to  UhA 

liu'-l  .dl.vd.-'-ir"  0.11  ,.w.nT''v!.l '■'J'.l  Huo  to  ..  .M.,-10  -..It 

MiloJ  .oWiaavalTi  ...oo"  " uoidcIhUtt  luvnjlrf  uHoil  T.u  Uu, 

,n  !.93(RiMut«o  X‘l"'"^«  .l.iaiSOl'd  •'''f^\"‘'''Y‘1() 

vw  AymAt  hn;H  lAmlix--  To  sninorio  u.l)  I>ni.  ,(onIO 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPDING. 


127 


comity,  (but  not  alas!  through  Sandy  Spring)  were  glori- 
ous improvements. 

'J.'he  statistical  account  shows  of  births,  five  boys  and 
four  girls,  total  nine.  Amongst  these  neiv  arrivals  in  our 
happy  community,  my  younger  assistant  specifies  a boy, 
making  a graceful  allusion  which  I cannot  forbear  to  quote. 
She  Avrites,  ‘‘July  20th,  ’73,  atliockland,  a child  was  born, 
Avho  received  the  name  of  one  Avhose  memory  is  yet  green 
and  bright  in  Sandy  Spring,  J.  Elgar  Ilallowell.” 

The  list  of  deaths  during  the  past  twelve  montlis,  of 
those  Avlio  can  properly  be  assigned  to  our  neigliborliood. 
is  sliort  but  deeply  impressed,  being  in  number  only  two. 

May  24th,  1873,  Walter  Bond,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
A.  Bond.  By  this  sad  event,  the  band  Avhicli  had  join,  d 
tivo  interesting  twin  brothers  Avas  parted.  The  bereave- 
ment seems  in  some  Avay  more  conspicuous,  more  constani  ly 
bi'ought  to  mind  by  the  presence  of  him  Avho  Avas  lefi. 
They  appeared  in  life  to  be  ahvays  so  closely  united. 

October  28th,  1873,  died  Isaac  Briggs.  Born  at  Brooke- 
ville  in  1803,  he  had  just  comjileted  the  term  of  ilie 
Bsalniist,  threescore  years  and  ten.  Ilis  eventful  life  ivas 
closed  at  the  “Church  Home”  in  Baltimore,  among 
strangers,  Avho  ministered  to  his  dying  hours  Avith  tlm 
tenderness  of  true  “ Sisters,”  the  name  they  so  Avell  deserv*- 
to  bear.  It  is  their  own  statement  that  they  Avere  pecu- 
liarly attracted  to  the  expiring  man.  And  OA^er  the  wide 
extent  of  country  through  Asdiich  he  Avandered,  in  all  ibe 
various  places  and  situatiojis  into  whicli  an  eccentric  genius 
led  liirii,  he  made  aiid  left  behind  him  everywliere  nianv 
Avarm  friends.  As  the  friend  \vho  assists  me  writes, 

“ The  kindliest  of  all  human  natures, 
lie  joinetl  to  courage  strong. 

And  love,  that  reached  to  all  eavtlds  creatures, 
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He  was  a man  that  had  no  nso  for  outward  ])rofession  ; 
no  tithe  took  he  of  mint  or  anise  or  cummin  ” ; but  in  tlie 
weightier  matters  of  the  law,  kijidness  and  justice  and 
truth,  there  lives  no  man  nor  woman  wdio  can  bear  witness 
against  him.  Exposed  in  his  wanderings  to  temptations, 
which,  fortunately,  few  of  us  know  anything  about,  he 
walked  clear  and  pure  in  the  real  it?/,  while  caring  too 
little,  indeed,  for  the  appcmmice  of  wrong.  Unhappily  for 
himself,  he  formed  none  of  the  closest  ties,  the  nearest  and 
dearest;  yet  his  death  lias  left  a blank  with  some  that  will 
never  be  filled.  After  his  long  wanderings  his  remains 
rest  in  yonder  grave,  among  his  kindred. 

There  is  another  department  in  the  three  divisions  of  our 
record  of  family  statistics  which  inust  be  left  vacant  this 
year,  for  the  second  time  only  since  the  record  began.  Of 
marriages  (within  the  year)  none. 

Happily  for  us,  in  the  gloom  we  are  not  left  without 
some  rays  of  light.  Tlie  dark  cloud,  as  we  may  term  it,  has 
both  a silver  and  a golden  lining.  xAllhough  weddings  are 
admitted  by  all  the  world  to  be  very  interesting  affairs  on 
the  occasion  of  their  first  occurience,  it  may  be  seriously 
claimed  that  their  solemnization,  after  long  years  of  “truth- 
tried  wedded  love,”  is  something  still  more  impressive  and 
interesting.  Tlie  year  1873  lues  been  thrice  honored  in 
this  way. 

The  Golden  Wedding  of  led  ward  and  Ann  II.  Stabler 
was  celebrated  on  ('liristmas  Eve,  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  marriage  and  the  homo-bringing  of  the.  bride  to  the 
house  which  has  l>een  her  dwelling  ever  since.  There  was 
but  one  opinion  among  the  iiiiiueroiis  guo.-ts  in  regard  to 
t!)c  inteieu..  and  ueauly  uf  tlio  cidebraiicm.  a.  full  account  of 
which  is  prescrveil  in  the  neat  little  jaunphlet  dedicated  to 
it.  OMie  Silver  Wedding  of  Warwick  P.  and  Mary  .M.  M il- 
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Icr  YTvS  cciebrated  the  9th  of  May.  Shining  with  mihlvr 
lustre,  it  gaye  a delightful  eyening  to  a large  circle  of 
frieiids.  Another  dee])ly  interesting  jiHair  of  a similar  h i ml 
took  place  on  the  28d  of  April.  Though  occurring  outride 
the  limits  of  our  neighborhood,  the  large  number  of  our 
people  so  intimately  connected  with  the  celebration  ren- 
ders it  r|uitc  proper  to  speak  of  the  golden  wedding  of 
Kobert  II.  and  Anna  ]\Iiller.  The  peculiar  circumstances 
attending  this  celebration  will  long  keep  it  in  the  pleasant 
memories  of  hundreds  of  closely  interested  persons.  On 
the  lOth  of  March  following,  the  husband  (father  and 
grandfather)  passed  from  earth. 


CIIAPTEE  XII. 

Feom  roTJiiTn  Month,  G'ih,  1874,  to  Fouhth  Month,  5th,  1875. 

“ The  bright  side,  tlie  true  side”  — Progress  always  — Yet  nauK-d  n 
“dry  year”  — Sandy  Spring  less  an’ected  by  drought — Low 
price  of  hay  some  advantage  — The  Colorado  Pug  niaki-<  ics 
a]i{>eamuce — Encouraging  views — A co-operative  lanmlry 
suggested  — The  llorticnltnral  Society  furnishes  a fine  di— 
play  — The  3d  Animal  Convention  of  Farmers’  Clubs  highly 
successful  — Tlic  Grange  flourishing  — Also  all  tlic  oih<T 
Societies — False  charges  asruhi'^t  the  Lyceum,  where  elevt-n 
lectures  were  delivered  in  the  year  — I’he  fiery  element  slevws 
abatement — Deposits  increase  in  tlie  “Savings” — Tunes  bor- 
rowed from  the  sea  — Voyage  to  Europe  — Telegrafli  with- 
drawn— Interesting  statistics — An  “Old  Folks  I’arty  ” at 
St  an  more. 

In  casting  thoughts  backward  over  the  year  just  fraus- 
pired,  we  caunot  say  that  the  experience  of  Saiuly  S]>ring 
contradicts  materially  the  general  iin]U'cssions  in  other 
places,  that  it  has  not  been' one  of  the  prosperous  years  to 
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fiirmers.  Since  the  bright  points  are  not  very  numer- 
ous or  striking,  it  may  require  more  than  the  usual  elTort 
0]i  the  part  of  your  historian  to  discover  and  describe 
what  few  there  be.  It  is  certainly  not  worth  while  to 
dvrcll  upon  tlie  0])posite  sort.  It  would  not  pay  you  in 
any  shape  or  fashion  to  come  here  and  listen  to  a recital 
of  troubles,  failures,  disa])pointments  and  such — Oh,  no! 
let  me  be  excused  from  that.  We  do  irot  propose  to  waste 
your  time  and  spoil  an  evening,  which  has  many  bright 
and  pleasant  reminiscences  in  tlie  past — now  getting  to 
be  a long  jxist. 

It  is  my  serious  conviction,  formed  in  early  life,  and 
confirmed  both  by  its  sad  and  its  happy  experiences,  tliat 
the  IrUjM  side  of  human  life  and  things  is  the  true  side; 
and  history  means  (if  it  has  any  sensible  meaning  at  all) 
the  record  of  human  progress  along  the  meandering,  but 
ever  on-flowing  current  of  the  way.  Although  there  is 
often  a seeming  retrogression,  it  is  like  tlie  bends  of  the 
jMississippi  river  in  going  to  Xew  Orleans:  the  great 
hood  in  its  windings  only  seems  to  go  back;  while  all  the 
time  it  is  making  its  resistless  way  on — on  to  the  great 
deep  which  is  to  s\y'allow  it  at  last.  So  with  the  river  of 
Time. 

It  goes  on  progressively  to  its  destined  end  and  aim, 
and  nothing  can  divert  its  course ; evolving  perpetually 
new  and  highei’  forms  of  being.  It  is  only  b\*  believing 
in  and  actively  co-operating  witli  this  gmnd  scheme  of 
progress  that  we  can  truly  obey  and  really  experience 
the  fruits  of  obedience. 

Last  summer  I visited  the  ‘Miirdin  des  l^lantes”  in 
Ikiris,  and  .sa.w  there  tlie  incnt  fauimus  sun-dial  in  the 
world.  Placed  on  the  summit  of  a high  circular  mound, 
it  bears  the  memorable  inscription— ‘‘ floras  non  numero, 
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nisi  serenas” — or,  take  no  account  of  any  but  tiie 

calm,  sunshi^iV  hours.”  This  motto  I propose  for  my 
liistory,  and  stick  by  it  so  far  as  human  ^veaknoss  \viil 
allow;  not  wholly  to  exclude  tlie  serious  troubles  and 
misfortunes,  that  may  not  be  entirely  ignored,  and  Avliich 
rightly  viewed  must  be  essential  elements  and  causes  of 
progress 

The  reports  of  my  associates,  upon  which  I have  gn-eatly 
relied,  are  very  satisfactory,  as  far  as  they  go,  but  are 
unfortunately  rather  brief.  Especially  is  this  the  case 
with  the  report  of  the  junior  member  of  the  Instcu-ical 
linn,  who  gives  us  this  year  only  a taste  of  the  valuable 
material  which  she  is  so  well  qualified  and  so  wdi 
situated  to  accumulate.  Her  opening  sentence  is  “Noth- 
ing of  vital  importance  seems  to  have  transpired.”  W* 
make  this  our  first  note  then — a dry  year  I Our  metcia-iv 
logists  will  no  doubt  dilate  at  proper  length  u]>:iu  th*' 
weather;  they  v/ill  show,  I presume,  tliat  it  has  ho-n  iii 
several  respects  quite  remarkable.  The  tem}HU-ai  ure.  at 
the  close  of  last  April  was  unusually  low,  de.stroviug  the 
fruit  in  many  places,  tliough  not  universally,  'fb.- 
drought  of  the  summer  is  an  incident  too  common  of  fc  - 
years  to  he  considered  remarkable,  but  its  continuane.' 
through  the  autumn,  especially  the  absolute  rainles-ne.^s  of 
October  and  part  of  November,  is  without  ]irecedi‘nt  in 
my  recollection.  The  winter  of ’7-1-5  has  become  lii'rton- 
cal,  not  so  much  by  extremes  of  low  temperature,  as  I'V 
persistent  cold.  Happy  are  we  not  to  live  where  wlmi'* 
farms  are  covered  many  feet  thick  with  blocks  of  . 
which  cannot  jtrovo  a desirable  top-dressing. 

Vfe  iind  in  regard  lo  liie  first  subject  we  touen. 
t])e  year  has  had  about  it  something  quite  “ reinark.ddv. 
As  we  go  on,  j^erbaps  we  shall  find  it  exhibit  oibrn 
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features  of  characteristic  importance  and  interest.  Time 
is  like  other  things  in  this : its  degree  of  impressiveness 
depends  very  much  upon  the  vay  we  examine  it.  Only 
put  on  the  right  glasses,  and  tliere  does  not  exist  an  object 
in  nature  that  fails  to  offer  wonders  of  structure  and 
beauty.  Sureh%  then,  twelve  months  can  never  roll 
around  a numerous,  active,  intelligent,  diversified,  but 
united  body  of  men,  women  and  children,  Avitliout  chang- 
ing, marking,  and  leaving  traces  of  the  mark  as  they 
pass  by. 

Still  keeping  in  view  the  ide;i  tliat  our  paramount  con- 
cern is  with  the  reviving  features  of  tlie  year,  we  note 
that  tlie  favoring  spring  and  early  summer  brought  us 
full  crops  of  grass  and  wheat;  while  tlie  other  one  of 
the  trio  of  most  important  productions,  Indian  corn,  en- 
dured the  drought  and  came  out  with  us  a fuller  crop 
decidedly  than  was  the  case  in  the  country  generally.  I 
think  it  is  an  established  fact  that  we  suffer  less  in 
seasons  of  deficient  moisture  tlian  do  most  other  fertile 
sections  of  neighboring  counties.  The  higher  price  of 
corn  has  helped  out  bravely;  though  it  has  scarcely  suf- 
ficed to  compensate  for  the  diminislied  price  of  wheat  and 
hay.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  judicious  farmers, 
tliat  a price  of  I'.ay,  too  low  to  tempt  such  large  exporta- 
tions as  we  have  all  indulged  in  of  late  years,  might  lie  no 
real  disadvantage;  and  that  a better  return  would  come 
of  using  grass  in  certain  otlmr  forms. 

The  constitutional  tendency  of  wliich  farmers  are  ac- 
cused, to  croak  and  grumble,  found  this  year  a strong 
justification  for  venting  itsfdf,  in  the  advent  of  a most  un- 
welcome visitor,  tlie  Coloraalo  luig.  This  v/as,  indeed,  a 
new  ex]tei’ienee.  li  eanie  upon  us  without  juvjiaration. 
AVe  liad  heal'd  much  abuui  the  animal,  but  there  is  a 
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great  difference  between  the  sympathy  felt  for  a misfor- 
tune experienced  by  our  fellow-laborers  across  tlie  iMi-si— 
sippi,  and  tlie  shock  of  its  sudden  arrival  at  our  own 
doors.  It  appeared  as  if  the  ugly  animal  had  inndo  a. 
quick  jump  across  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  lit, 
down  on  every  potato  patch  througliout  the  land  around 
us.  In  this  there  was  a striking  resemblance  to  tin* 
epizootic  among  the  horses  in  a preceding  year.  1 thinlc 
the  bug  was  first  seen  by  the  farmers  on  the  first  day  of 
June,  ’71,  keeping  on  witli  increasing  numbers  till  about 
the  middle  of  August. 

One  of  our  potato-growers  estimated  that  he  caught  at 
least  thirty  gallons  of  the  bugs  in  a ten-acre  lot,  and  lli-- 
vines,  though  cleared  of  tlie  pests  one  day,  were  found 
covered  with  them  the  following  morning,  tso  far  a-  1 
can  gather  the  results  of  tins  first  year's  experi^.nce,  it 
would  seem  to  show  that  diligent  picking  with  the 
fingers  wdll  effectually  prevail  against  their  ravaees : bi.i 
80  much  labor  is  required  as  to  render  lids  fa\a*riie 
duction  in  many  parte  of  our  neighborhood  a doub::-..! 
crop  to  dc})ond  upon,  while  the  enemy  stavs  with  u-. 
Our  club  designs  to  plant  forty-nine  acres  lids 
against  the  eiglily-nine  planted  last  year.  The  elfii'a  *y  o: 
Paris  green  appears  to  have  been  tried  successfully  : 1 1 - 
fears  of  its  infecting  tlie  tuber  with  its  jioison  muv  b-' 
regarded  as  groundless.  In  parks  of  Germany,  p<u.i'o' s 
are  raised  in  soils  containing  a far  larger  quant uy 
arsenic  than  is  in  tiie  Paris  green.  AVell,  we  shall  ha’-  .- 
something  to  look  forward  to:  perhaps  the  IVoezinir  ‘>t  to  • 
ground  to  an  unwonted  de]>th  last  winb  r mav  ■ 

stroyed  the  embryo  of  tlie  nasty  little  beast,  i la*-  --  • 
liad  better  plant  the  tubers,  if  not  quite  in  u. 
([uantity. 
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Whatever  may  be  said  in  regard  to  the  pecuniary 
results  of  farming  operations  in  our  neighborhood,  it 
cannot  be  alleged  that  there  has  been  any  falling  olf 
in  diligent  effort.  “Our  old  men  have  doubtless  their 
usual  visions  ’’  (of  better  days  long  ago)  “ and  our  young 
men  dreamed  dreams”  (of  better  days  to  come),  but 
neither  dream  nor  vision  lias  weakened  the  busy  hand 
nor  dulled  the  active  mind.  While  the  spirit  survives 
with  fraternal  feeling,  Sandy  Spring  is  safe,  whether 
money  be  plenty  or  “ tight” ; perliaps  all  the  safer  when  it 
is  a little  tight.  The  apprehension  that  we  cannot  make 
a living  here,  out  of  the  ground,  in  some  honest  waiy,  is 
simply  preposterous.  While  the  earth  endureth,  and 
men  crowd  tlie  cities,  grain,  hay,  roots,  meat,  butter, 
cream,  fruit,  one  or  the  other,  all  or  a few,  are  sure  to  be 
in  demand,  and  to  supply  jill  tlie  real  wants  of  the  best 
sort  of  living. 

There  has  been  a considerable  manifestation  this  year 
of  a spirit  of  inquiry  and  exjieriment  among  the  younger 
farmers,  and  this  is  a very  good  tlfing.  Also  some  show 
of  an  effort  to  economize  expenses.  One  of  the  valuable 
associations,  yclept  the  “Home  Interests,”  has  the  merit 
of  starting  tlio  bold  project  of  a co-operation  laundry,” 
which  claims  to  introduce  economy  into  an  important 
and  troublesome  department  of  the  household ; not  only 
economy  of  expenses,  but  the  saving  of  the  hardest  part  of 
woman’s  work,  by  making  steam  and  machinery  perform 
it.  I believe  this  is  oidy  a 7>ro/>d  as  yet,  “ the  sinews  of 
W'ar”  not  luiving  been  fully  proNuded. 

Otlier  indications  are  not  wanting  to  show  there  is  a 
full  ]iieasure  of  interesi:  and  spirit  connected  with  tilings 
relating  to  our  great  business  of  life.  The  Horticultural 
Society  was  kc|'t  up  with  unflagging  zeal  through  the 
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season;  and  with  the  ready  assistance  of  others  outside  its 
necessarily  restricted  membership,  presented  to  the  sur- 
rounding community  in  September  a highly  successrul 
exliibition  of  vegetables,  fruits  and  flowers.  >Uy  asso- 
ciate also  notes  an  increased  interest  in  our  County  Fair, 
evinced  by  a creditable  display  from  this  vicinity.  In 
the  same  connection  we  record  the  Third  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Farmers’  Clubs  of  ]\[ontgomory  county, 
having  been  so  interesting  and  popular  as  to  merit  being 
considered  an  established  institution.  ^J’he  design  was 
first  shadowed  in  this  little  book.  In  the  record  ma-le 
three  years  ago  it  is  remarked:  The  Farmers’  Clubs  might 

(and  ought  to)  have  a system  for  combining  their  wisdom 
and  for  co-operating  in  making  important  experiments ; 
they  ought  to  hold  a general  meeting  at  least  om’e  a 
year”;  and  the  Lyceum  was  named  as  tlie  pro}>er  place. 
Now  since  the  idea  thus  tlirown  out  has  borne  such  line 
fruit,  it  may  bo  as  well  to  remind  you  wliere  it  originated. 
People  are  always  willing  to  own  a child  after  he  bcomies 
in  any  way  distinguished  ! 

Next  afier  the  skeicli  of  the  progress  of  agriculture 
among  us,  generally  come  remarks  upon  social  inststu* 
lions  and  tlie  general  condition  of  the  neigliborh‘>’'vl. 
Letween  these  two,  and  as  being  closely  connected  v.  irii 
both,  properly  comes  a notice  of  the  recent  institution  of 
the  Crangc.  It  is,  however,  impracticalde  from  the  v-  ry 
nature  of  the  Order  to  give  any  definite  descn})tion  oi 
0}»eratioiis  from  which  the  outside  world  is  of  C‘Uii.-e 
excluded.  As  a subject  in  which  many  of  our  peojtle  are 
<!irectly  iuterosted,  it  is  ])roper  to  note  in  thi-  Pecori.i  • 
eieetion  (A  a line  building  at  Olney,  Ibr  ibe  avi  <.'n.n:  . 
tion  of  Ui(^  Order,  also  atfording  a S]iacious  lecture  r.  •eu. 
where  several  excellent  and  instriictive  public  ad-lr-. 
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have  been  already  delivered.  Tlie  construction  of  the 
building  was  distinguished  by  the  strict  carrying  out  of 
the  principle  of  punctuality  in  all  our  dealings/’  which 
is  so  often  impressed  on  our  own  peculiar  people.  Indeed, 
it  is  no  more  than  fair  to  claim  that  the  commendable 
characteristics  of  Sandy  Spring  hayo  been  impressed  in 
considerable  degree  upon  the  new  Order,  contributing  to 
its  solid  prosperity. 

The  Grange  not  being  a special  institution  of  our 
neighborhood,  these  local  annals  do  not  need  to  dwell 
upon  the  subject:  the  less  so  because,  unfortunately, 
there  is  a difference  of  sentiment  in  regard  to  it,  while 
the  satisfaction,  th'e  very  life  of  this  record  depends  upon 
its  referring  to  subjects  and  events  in  which  all  of  us  can 
feel  a common  interest,  and  which  all  may  recognize  as  a 
sort  of  common  property.  I pass  the  subject  with  this 
remark  — coming  from  one  who  knows  whereof  he 
speaks— no  permanent  trouble  is  to  be  apprehended 
where,  there  is  no  real  ground  for  a ditference,  because  both 
parties  are  seeking  the  same  end,  and  by  almost  the  same 
means,  namely- — co-o}'erative  action  and,  “unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  ])eace.” 

Other  institutions  which  maybe  characterized  as  the 
Agricultural-Social,  iMoral-riocia!,  Ilome-domestic-Social, 
and  the  Literary-Social,  still  live  and  tlourish.  What 
a social  people  we  must  be  ! Although  predictions  have 
been  made  of  extinction  by  absorption  of  several  of  these 
as.sociations,  tliei’e  is  a s}>irii  prevailing  amongst  them 
that  seems  to  refuse  to  })erish.  As  this  spirit  is,  within 
itself,  prtdjably  ilie  best  trait  we  have  to  boast  of,  mav  it 
Continue  to  v\  avi  1 if  only  li  dc-vS  iiui  (|Uitc  use  up  some  of 
the  young  jteojde  who  are  animated  by  it  beyond  reason 
and  moderation  at  tlie  expense  of  sound  sleep  and  rest. 
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In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  Lyceum  pro]>er  I 
discover  that  it  has  been  slandered  by  some  of  us.  It  was 
reported  as  being  in  a languisliing  condition — thus,  ‘Mcc- 
tures  noL  v/ell  attended'’ — ‘‘the  people  satiated  with 
them,”  and  other  similar  accusations  of  failing  interest  in 
this  literary  centre, 

Now  we  hnd  that  there  have  been  eleven  lectures  de- 
livered in  this  Ijall  during  the  present  year.  AVlien  w(‘re 
tb.cre  ever  more?  Look  at  the  variety  of  subjects! 
“ I'oetry  of  the  Bible,”  “ Sketch  of  the  Colorado  Country,” 
“Afternoon  of  the  19th  Century,”  “The  Dairy,”  “Tlic 
Dignity  of  Labor,”  “ Local  Option,”  “ Visit  to  Aston  Bow- 
ant,”  “Spain  and  Palestine,”  “Pictures  of  Bocky  }doun(ain 
Scener}^”  “Sinai.”  Naturally  some  of  these  were  better 
attended  than  others,  and  no  doubt  better  merited  at- 
tendance; but  all  were  instructive.  Kev.  Mr.  Ware's  h'C- 
ture  combined  merit  and  interest  in  a high  degree;  and  as 
he  was  at  last  favored  with  a beautiful  evening,  tin*  audi- 
ence was  as  large  as  any  in  Lyceum’s  best  days.  Again, 
the  Matric  Lantern  brought  a crowd  that  showed  how 
the  youthful  fondness  for  pictures  survives  among  us 
all.  Appeals  to  the  eye  are  more  attractive  iha.u  to  the 
ear,  which  known  fact  may  be  explained  in  this  way; 
When  we  are  children  we  are  apt  not  io  understand  the 
subject  clearly,  or  may  be  repelled  by  excess  of  advice; 
and  when  we  are  grown  uj)  oiir  self-love  revolts  from  the 
idea  that  “the  fellow  can  teach  ns  anything.”  IVrhaps 
we  are  satiated  witii  lectures  of  cpiito  anotlier  sort.  Ve 
love  to  look  at  pictures-— they  do  not  ofler  insidls  in  e.ny 
V.  ;iy.  Jtep’ikir  lectures  should  aiavays  hnvc  .■;:'m'':  i. - 
to  if  ])racticahle.  Still,  wlien  wo  cojne  to  tiimlc 

seriously,  tliorc  arc  not  many  of  us  wlio  would  lic.-itaie 
to  acknowledge  I hat  we  ndglit  learn  a great  deal  mr>re 
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from  soiuicl,  rational  lectures  'without  adventitious  aids. 
^MVere  men  to  live  coeval  with  the  sun,  the  patriarcli 
pupil  would  be  learning  still.”  If  those  lines  could  be 
truly  said  in  the  times  of  Young’s  ‘‘iSiiglit  Thoughts,” 
how  much  more  forcibly  might  they  be  uttered  now ! 

The  two  solid  institutioiis  doing  business  at  the  Insur- 
ance Building,  corner  of  two  neighborhood  Turnpikes, 
present  in  their  recent  annual  statements  a favorable  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  both  companies.  The  Gery  element,  so 
prevalent  for  several  preceding  years,  showed  a decided 
abatement  in  ’7T  (though  it  makes  a lively  start  in  ’75). 
The  increase  of  deposits  in  the  Savings  Bank  is  steady;  a 
triGe  less  than  the  increase  was  last  year,  making  over 
§15,000  now,  and  giving  ])romise  that  the  eighth  year 
will  show  savings  to  an  amount  exceeding  §50,000  if  all 
goes  well.  Of  the  investments  there  are  a little  more 
than  §3500  loaned  to  individuals  properly  secured ; a cir- 
cumstance which  indicates  that  the  bank  is  widening  its 
sphere  of  usefulness  without  any  diminution  of  safety. 
Xo  security  is  so  safe  as  land.  * * * * OTius  we  see  the 
ship  moves  on — ship  that  holds  our  common  destiny. 
Watchinan,  Avhat  of  the  ]iight?  Where  is  she  now?  Any 
breakers  in  sight?  How  are  tlie  engines  Avorking?  Is 
there  still  proper  depth  ? Above  all,  liow  is  she  steering? 
and  Av hither?  All  secure,  master!  plenty  of  steam  from 
the  boiler — breakers  Avellnigh  }>assed.  She  is  steering 
calmly  on — the  only  gale  to  be  feared  has,  it  is  hoped, 
subsided.  Breezes  Avill  of  course  arise,  but  only  such  as 
disturb  tlie  surface  ; for, 

“ Thmigli  w'inu-s  are  ot-r  (.lie  ipiper  ocean, 

^Vnd  billows  wild  coiileiul  with  aiiirry  roar, 

^^'e  know,  far  down  beneath  tiic  ^vild  commotion, 

Thai  rxniceful  stillness  reigneth  evermore.” 
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And  while  the  social  depths  are  kept  sweet  and  cahu 
and  pure  by  the  salt  of  religious  principle,  to.whirh 
this  neighborhood  owes  what  it  has  of  most  value, 
there  will  ever  arise  from  tliose  deptlis  an  influenc'"* 
powerful  to  calm  the  surface,  though  rutiled  by  transient 
gales. 

The  foregoing  figure  of  speecli  savors  plainly  of  the 
sea;  ivhich  ivas  for  a time  during  the  past  }'ear  the  abode 
of  several  of  your  fellow-citizens  of  Sandy  Spring,  d'liei  e 
were  at  least  seven  who  tried  the  Atlantic  ivaves,  although 
only  three  of  us  reached  the  European  shores.  Four  of 
the  seven  made  a shorter  trip  along  the  American  coast ; 
one  of  whom,  Charles  E.  Brooke,  has  since,  tried  a more 
extensive  journey  to  the  Ear  West,  and  his  reports  of  the 
land  nearly  resemble  mine  of  the  sea.  No  brother  or 
sister  of  our  neighborliood  is  likely  to  bo  deluded  into  a 
passionate  love,  either  of  the  ocean  or  of  Colorado,  by  ihe 
relation  of  his  experiences  or  mine.  The  European  j^arty 
had,  on  the  whole,  ‘‘a  good  time”;  one  of  my  associates 
is  pleased  to  write:  “September  24th  brougln  the  reiurn 
home  of  our  European  party  in  renewed  liealth,  and  with 
a host  of  pleasant  recollections,  which  they  have  sisai'.  d 
with  some  of  us  who  were  not  so  fortunate.”  That  ]»artv 
can  never  forget  another  composed  of  fifty  friends,  who 
came  one  bright  moonlight  evening,  the  28tli  of  June,  to 
bid  farewell  to  the  travellers;  nor  the  kind  greeting  that 
Avelconied  the  return. 

I regret  to  wind  up  remarks  upon  the  travellers  of  tins 
year  with  an  observation  from  the  notes  of  one  of  my 
assistants,  rather  severe,  but  doubtless  ju-st*  rumor: 
tlius:  “June:  numerous  iuisbands  oif  un  trijis,  '..i.-.’ 

their  self-denying  wives  attend  to  home  matters.”  'd  ho 
is  hit? 
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Amorig  tlie  losses  of  the  year  we  have  to  note  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Olney  telegrapli.  It  was  a short-lived 
benefaction,  but  while  it  existed  a great  advantage  in 
several  instances;  the  loss  is  much  to  be  lamented.  The 
deprivation  in  this  instance  does  not  seem  to  be  charge- 
able to  a want  of  enterprise  on  our  part,  but  to  circum- 
stances beyond  our  control.  The  fiiilure  or  disappoint- 
ment is  not  properly  a reilection  upon  our  neighborhood. 
It  is  undeniable  tluit,  for  telegraphs  and  railroads,  we  are 
obliged  to  depend  upon  others.  The  enterprises  and  per- 
formances within  our  own  power,  which  we  accomplish, 
are  the  only  sort  to  find  proper  mention  here.  As  to  tlie 
question  now  of  some  interest,  wdiether  the  road,  when  it 
comes,  shall  start  from  Ijaitrel  or  Hanover,  and  shall 
begin  in  this  year  or  some  other  future  year,  that  is  the 
concern  of  John  W.  Garrett.  We  can  do  nothing  to 
hasten  or  retard.  The  liistorian  of  Sandy  Spring  regards 
it  as  a want  of  proper  dignity  to  dwell  upon  this  matter 
any  further,  ])articularly  as  he  has  no  recent  information 
to  communicate. 

AYe  ])roceed  to  a conclusion  with  a record  of  affairs 
which  are  peculiarly  our  own;  the  three  most  im- 
portant concerns  of  human  beings,  the  snlqects  which 
arouse  the  most  powerful  and  deepest  emotions  of  joy 
and  grief. 

For  the  ten  years  recorded  on  previous  pages  there 
was  an  average  of  2.1  maja-iages  amongst  us  per  year 
(Ihougli  it  may  be  considered  by  fair  young  maidens  as 
almost  an  outrage  to  treat  w^eddings  as  questions  of 
average,  and  to  .speak  of  half  jnarriages  too  !)  dJiis  year 
we  are  favored  with  tiii’cc  wediiings,  wiiich  is  of  course 

too  many  by  liallV” 
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On  9th  month,  24th,  married,  Joseph  T.  McDowell  to 
Annie  Stone.  The  bride  was  taken  away  from  the  fiuiet 
country  to  the  great  metropolitan  city. 

10th  month,  Otli,  Gerard  Hopkins  and  Emily  Snowden. 
\Yhetber  w^e  are  to  lose  finally  the  happy  pair  in  the  bay 
region  of  Virginia,  or  to  rejoice  in  their  return,  time  will 
make  manifest. 

11th  month,  5th,  Edward  C.  Dickinson  and  Fannie  I. 
Lea.  Again  the  bride  is  taken  away  from  among  us  to 
Northern  Pennsylvania.  Doubtless  in  each  case  our  loss 
is  their  gain. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  another  year  shall  be  making 
gains  at  the  expense  of  some  other  neighborhood,  so  as 
not  to  keep  on  losmg.  So  far  as  tlie  mere  question  of 
population  is  concerned  our  gains  are  nearly  triple  our 
losses. 

In  the  blooming  month  of  klay,  the  extreme  souUi- 
western  verge  of  our  neighborhood,  tlie  d'^velliiur  e»f 
Ivoger  B.  Farquhar  was  gladdened  by  the  ruTival  of  a 
boy.  In  the  following  month,  a daugliter  briglitened  il.e 
opposite  extremity;  and  a boy,  her  first  cousin,  wa-^  h<>ni 
near  midsummer.  Autumn  afforded  another  boy.  Thvu 
in  early  February  a little  girl  came  to  keep  compai-y 
with  its  sister  near  the  W'dl-travelled  turnpike.  ,Mareh 
arrived,  and  before  its  close  three  children,  a girl  and 
two  boys,  joined  the  procession.  IMy  associate,  who  lakt  ,h 
special  care  of  this  department,  was  confessedly  unahl.'  to 
keep  tier  record  fully  up.  It  stands  thus : Eight  biril.s 

this  year — five  boys  and  three  girls. 

Under  date  10th  month,  oOtlp  mv  associ;Ue  wnO"': 
‘‘Truly  our  neigiiborhood  has  been  blessed  uiih  1- — ^ 
the  past  year,  which  should  be  a cause  of  gratitude  auu 
thankfulness  to  the  Good  Fatlier.  ddierc  has  not  bi  vu  a 
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funeral  at  our  meeting  house  since  this  day  a year  ago, 
when  Isaac  Briggs  was  buried.” 

Though  very  healthy  still,  the  neighborhood  has  not 
altogether  escaped  the  visits  of  tlie  king  of  terrors.  5th 
month,  22d,  the  remains  of  William  D.  Stabler  were 
brought  from  Fi-ankford,  Penn.,  and  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a very  good  young  man,  with  mind  excep- 
tionally bright,  till  OYcrcome  by  mental  disease.  The 
wanderer  is  freed  and  at  rest. 

12tli  month,  17th,  died  at  the  residence  of  Edward  C. 
Gilpin,  Elizabeth  Eeast.  From  want  of  acquaintance,  I 
am  not  able  to  add  anything  to  the  simple  announce- 
ment, which,  indeed  suffices  for  the  last  page  of  mortal 
history  for  us  all.  On  the  same  day  died  Eoger  Brooke 
jSTesbitt,  at  Longwood,  tiie  residence  of  his  grandparents, 
E.  J.  and  Mary  Hall. 

While  we  have  reason  to  bo  thankful  for  the  general 
health  of  ourselves  and  our  friends,  it  is  proper  to  note 
that  it  has  been  a year  of  extraordinary  mortality  among 
our  colored  neighbors ; and  their  losses  have  been  more  in 
quality  than  in  numbers.  That  energetic,  useful  and 
respected  citizen  (as  my  assistant  justly  terms  him), 
AVilliam  Bellows,  would  have  been  a loss  in  any  com- 
munity; ^Gike  Kobert  (dallyer,  he  kept  a book  by  his' 
anvil  and  studied  as  he  toiled.”  Considered  as  a farmer, 
old  Samuel  Pum])hrey  was  an  example,  and  I miss  him 
greatly,  ddiomas  ddarriott  was  one  to  be  singled  out 
amongst  his  people  as  an  industrious,  honest,  thriving 
man.  Such  Jiien  are  a serious  los.s  to  their  emploj'ers, 
and  to  their  own  ]x''ople  wlio  need  the  encouragement  of 
good  ex;cn]ple. 

During  the  year  ju-vt  past,  the  anniversary  of  two 
Golden  Weddings  came  round,  v/hicli  my  senior  associate 
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refers  to  in  beautiful  terms,  mentioning  that  feeble  healtli 
prevented  their  celebration. 

Tlic  parties  were  Benjamin  and  Margaret  E.  Hallo  well 
and  William  H.  and  Eliza  Stabler.  She  further  remarks 
that  in  the  last  week  of  the  year  M'4,  “our  young  friend 
Charlie  Kirk  met  with  a very  severe  accident  from  the 
horns  of  an  Alderney  bull,  that  cast  quite  a gloom  over  oiir 
neighborhood.” 

Two  social  events  from  two  extremes  of  life  will  close 
the  })resent  chapter.  On  Kew  Year's  da}q  a party  came 
off  at  Stanmore,  consisting  of  twenty  guests,  whose  ages 
averaged  60  years.  Whether  called  the  “Old  E(4ks 
Party”  or  “the  Centennial,”  it  was  enjoyed  with  a giislu 
that  might  compare  very  favorably  with  younger  gatli- 
crings. 

Again,  a few  evenings  ago,  the  very  juvenile  schohii’s 
of  a bright  little  school  taught  by  Elizabeth  Bond,  g:i\c 
a series  of  recitations  and  tableaux,  wliich  excited  enihu- 
siastic  praises  of  a numerous  audience.  In  fact  our  sclu^.’ls 
are  still  looking  up,  all  bright  at  Sandy  Spring  and  vS?an- 
more;  a new  duty  is  imposed  upon  them  to  follow 
fashion  now  prevailing  over  tlie  country,  and  to  get  u\\ 
with  proper  assistance  from  this  whole  audience,  tiu‘ 
amusing  and  improving  entertainment,  “A  Spelling  Bee.” 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

From  Fourth  Month,  5th,  1875,  to  Fourth  Month,  3d,  1876. 

Cause  of  grumbling  among*  farmers  — Changes  going  on  in  Sandy 
Spring — ^‘Connection  Avitli  “The  Centennial” — Proposals  to 
bring  out  old  cliiiia,  &c.  — Past,  present  and  future  — “ AIPs 
•^vell  ” if  the  farm  is  — Abundance  better  than  scarcity,  even  if 
lovf  prices  seem  to  equalize  them  — Paris  green  is  effectuai 
against  the  potato  bug  — Use  of  oyster  shell  continues  — A 
Dairy  Association  instituted  — A reporter  of  the  Sun  appears  at 
“The  Farmers’  Convention”  — The  wells  continue  dry  — 
Fairing  of  the  societies  — Centennial  Debating  Society  — Lec- 
tures fruitful,  on  London  and  on  “Injustice”  — llorticul- 
tural  Fair — -A  blind  performer  well  su])|)orted — Ollier  per- 
formers were  1\I.  D.  Comvay,  Francis  Miller  and  Dr.  J.  Wilson 
Magruder  — I’eople  more  reckless  about  tires — Sandy  Spr mg 
luiilroad,  “a  sure  thing  ” — The  liistorian  takes  to  moralizing 
— The  three  brothers  — Tlic  deaths  exceed  aggregate  of  births 
and  marriages  — fdareus  Xutting  a[)pears  on  the  scene. 

The  13th  annual  return  of  the  clay  on  which  we  open 
this  book  of  history  finds  the  ncigliborhood  ^'with  little 
to  com})lain  of,  and  much  to  be  thankful  for.’’  Tills  is 
said,  notwithstanding  the  iiimsiial  ])revalence  of  intlu- 
enza  and  other  catarrhal  diseases,  which  Imve  in  some 
cases  boon  quite  severe  ; also  Avilhout  jiieaning  to  intimate 
that  our  farming  community  has  given  up  it,s  time- 
honored  privileges  (which  truly  were  more  honored  in  the 
breach  tlum  the  observance)  of  comjilaining  and  gr amb- 
ling. Having  taken  some  }>ains  to  ascertain  the  origin  of 
tljis  chronic  disposition  of  onr  fraternity,  otherwise  so 
sensihde,  I find  it  is  because  v,e  are  mej-o  tlcan  any  other 
class  of  [)C(ij do  lueiigat  iiiio  dii’eet  cuniiection  tvith  a 
gi-eater  A'ai'i(ity  of  tilings  that  Avill  not  go  just  t]ie  tvay 
Avhiedi  we  would  liave  tliem  to  go.  Our  ]>ros])erity  is 
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dependent  at  every  turn  upon  an  infinite  number  of 
variable  circumstances;  especially  on  tliat  most  consi'icii- 
ous  one,  the  weather.  We  can  do  nothing  to  change  it, 
and  we  can  not  blame  ourselves  for  the  injuries  that  in 
consequence  befall;  so  we  think  to  take  refuge  in  fretting. 
Now  it  is  indeed  a fact  tliat  we  are  touched  in  more 
tender  places  than  other  people;  we  are  more  de})cmlenr. 
and  therefore  more  helpless.  At  the  same  time  if  w<e 
would  but  look  at  the  subject  rightly,  we  might  see  that 
the  continual  contact  at  every  point  of  our  business  witii 
nature  and  her  grand  laws,  ever  varied  yet  ever  Ihv' 
same,  is  the  very  thing  that  renders  our  position  the  most 
enviable  of  all  upon  earth. 

With  this  merited  encomium  upon  country  pursuits 
and  country  pleasures,  viiich  every  passing  year  more 
strongly  confirms  in  my  mind,  1 turn  to  the  survey  of  tie- 
one  just  closed.  The  general  imj)rcs-ion  lei'r  in  h-okim: 
over  if  is  one  of  life  and  activity.  Tliis  quality  lias  bwn 
heretofore  claimed  as  one  of  the  leading  churacteristici  -‘  i' 
our  neighborliood,  and  I cannot  see  that  it  has  lost  any- 
thing in  this  trait.  It  seems  to  me  we  have  been  quit . 
active,  of  course  in  different  degrees,  our  young  pe-q^k' 
especially,  as  should  always  be  the  case.  Another  inu 
pressiou  of  no  slight  import  comes  in  casting  the  eye  -if 
the  mind  over  tlie  neighborliood,  viewed  as  a vdiole.  is  that 
Sandy  Spring  is  growing  less  and  less  lioinogcnemu'. 
‘AYhether  this  be  for  good  or  whether  for  ill,  it  is  no’ 
mine  to  say,’’  but  I am  convinced  of  this  fact;  in  or-lcr 
lliat  there  be  reason  and  iiropriety  in  undertaking  tc 
sketoli  tlie  history  of  ;i  crc.umunitv,  it  is  iicce'sarv  tk  ; 
should  exist  a con^ideruidc  tlegree  of  >imilarit}'  aua-uu  u 
people,  besides  strong  common  interests,  and  d-cid^-l 
characteristics  that  distingkiish  it  from  other  contignoiH 
13 
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districts.  Such,  it  is  believed,  lias  been  the  case  with 
our  own.  General,  thougli  not  universal  agreement  in 
the  important  particulars  of  religion,  politics  and  social 
customs  has  marked  the  community,  and  set  it  off  as 
possessing  that  separate  individuality  which  gives  a sort 
of  distinct  existence,  admitting  of  being  made  the  subject 
of  real  history.  Now  it  is  the  impression  of  your  his- 
torian, that  even  within  tlie  period  of  his  official  super- 
vision, there  can  be  perceived  a notable  change  in  several 
of  these  particulars.  In  the  first  place,  the  family  groups 
constituting  the  community  of  Sandy  Spring  have  con- 
siderably increased  in  number,  and  are  more  widely  sepa- 
rated in  space.  Neh  associations  liave  been  formed;  new 
interests  developed;  in  some  parts  the  ties  have  been 
drawn  more  closely,  in  otliers  they  have  been  loosened; 
while  in  a conspicuous  degree,  tlie  dividing  lines  that 
separated  our  own  from  contiguous  communities  are  less 
strongly  marked,  or  even  measurably  erased;  so  that  it 
seems  not  unlikely  tlie  time  will  come,  perliaps  already 
is,  when  Sandy  Spring shall  fail  to  comprise  the  com- 
munity to  which  we  liave  lieen  accustomed  to  attach  tlie 
name.  Let  the  railroad  be  once  made,  and  the  influences 
tending  to  cha.iure  will  be  so  increased  that  we  mav 
scarcely  know  ourselves  to  be  tlie  samie  }*eople.  rerliaps 
we  may  be  belior — there  is  still  room  for  iliat— -richer, 
doubtless,  but  not  (piite  the  same.  Hov/ever,  it  is  going 
beyond  tJ»y  duty  as  historian  to  express  an  opinion  as  t<y 
the  question  whetlier  these  cliangos  nudvC  us  better  or 
worse;  it  suffices  to  note  the  fact.  While  these  metamor- 
}>ho3CS  widen  tlie  laid  of  this  -ket(d],  they  also  confuse 
and  dim  it;  ihu>  removing  .^oi.ie  of  the  jutoiiilcatlon  of  its 
continuance. 

Our  narrative,  like  almost  every  other  proceeding  of 
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tlie  present  year,  naturally  connects  itself  Avitli  the  great 
C’entennial  Anniversary,  so  full  of  historical  associa- 
tions of  the  most  interesting  character.  We  are  (Intwn 
to  look  back  to  tiie  condition  of  our  neighborliood 
at  the  epoch  tov/ard  which  so  many  views  arc  no^\' 
strained,  and  would  fain  recall  the  situation  one  liundred 
years  ago.  Wliat  would  we  not  give  for  a true  picture  of 
]>eople  and  things  belonging  to  that  period!  So  grad- 
ually do  the  generations  of  men  melt  one  into  anotlua',  as 
tliey  come  successively  up  the  sceiie,  it  is  only  by  hildng 
a long  retrospect  that  we  can  realize  the  womlerfu) 
change.  I can  think  of  nothing  that  would  be  so  in- 
teresting  as  a life-like  view  of  tlie  men  and  wonum,  tla* 
youths  and  maidens,  the  boys  and  girls  of  '7G  presented 
to  us  now,  unless  it  were  such  a view  of  the  future  j-eali- 
ties  of  1976.  A suggestion  has  been  made  to  attempr  a 
celebration  at  the  Lyceum  with  the  aim  of  restoring  lie' 
times  of  ’76,  in  some  faint  degree,  by  a collection  of  oM 
china  and  otlier  such  genuine  ancient  articles  i)elongi!i.g 
to  tlie  ]H'riod,  of  whicli  a few  tine  specimens  still  remain, 
chiefly  among  the  Thomas  family.  By  recalling  ah-» 
from  such  sources  tis  are  within  our  reach,  stories  of  inci- 
df'iits  then  occurring,  with  sketclies  of  individuals  living 
in  the  olden  time  within  our  region,  not  omitting  old  en;- 
tumes  and  all  such.  So  many  persons  throughout  <uir 
land  are  now  manifesting  an  interest  in  tlieso  n'lnini.'- 
cences,  it  must  surely  be  a natural  and  not  unworthy  iin- 
pulsc  that  leads  to  sympathize  with  them.  On  the  C'.m- 
trary  we  may  readily  believe  it  is  our  better  nature  th;0 
is  stirred  by  revivijig  the  memnry  of  old  times,  e-jv-ra  d’y 
‘‘the  times  thiit  tried  men’s  souls, that  hrought  <>u’- 
some  of  tlie  finest  characters  in  history,  and  created,  ili«' 
nation  to  which  we  helonga  We  ouglit  to  feel  graU-fui 
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to  those  v'ho  have  interested  themselves  in  this  Centen- 
nial M'ork,  ajul  be  willing  to  take  a little  trouble  to  assist. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  ‘^Let  the  dead  past  bury  its 
dead,”— “ Acr,  act  in  the  living  present,”  and  so  on  ; these 
ideas  are  good  in  their  ])1ace;  but  it  is  also  true  there  is  a 
time  for  all  tilings.  The  present  is  not  all;  it  requires 
past,  present  and  future,  all  three,  to  fill  the  mind  and 
soul  of  man  and  satisfy  his  infinite  cravings.  They  who 
attend  exclusively  to  either  of  the  tliree  divisions  of  time, 
lose  at  least  a fraction  of  life,  real  life,  well  worth  the 
living.  Let  the  old  revive  tlie  memories  of  days  gone  by, 
and  of  incidents  related  by  their  fatliers ; and  let  the 
young  listen  to  the  narratives,  and  extend  their  scope  in 
reading  books  that  tell  of  the  period;  it  will  not  be  lost 
time,  but  quite  the  contrary.  It  is  at  least  safe  to  say 
that  people  can  afford  to  do  all  this  once  in  a hundred 
years.  Those  who  live  at  the  Bi-Centennial  will  thank 
us  for  making  a pennauent  record  of  what  we  are  doing- 
now.  Even  this  history,  should  it  be  preserved,  may 
afford  some  amusement  to  the  antiquarian  of  those  future 
days,  who  shall  hunt  among  tlje  rubbish  of  the  long,  long 
ago.  How  strange  are  the  fancies  that  cross  the  mind 
given  up  to  sucli  meditations! 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  the  fellow  who  is  supposed 
in  those  last  lines  to  Inive  got  hold  of  this  13th  Chapter 
will  be  puzzled  to  conjecture  the  subject  to  whicli  it 
forms  the  preface.  I liave  never  thought  it  necessary  to 
apologize  for  v/ant  of  system  in  the  arrangement  of  these 
sketclies ; ])crhaps  the  less  systematic  they  are  the  more 
like  the  life  they  are  intended  to  iiorhay.  Country  life, 
however  chainiing,  caunoi  buasL  of  nuudi  system;  in  hicl 
it  would  not  be  hui’t  by  a little  more.  »Stili  it  was  always 
designed  to  start  the  narrative  witli  an  account  of  what 
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the  year  has  done  for  the  agricultural  interest;  kncwing 
if  a good  exliibit  can  be  made  of  this  department,  we  can 
adopt  tlie  cry  All's  well ! " 

Tlie  season  was  marked  with  more  variety  than  usual. 
AVliile  the  unprecedentedly  large  corn  crop,  due  to  the 
copious  rains  of  August  (8|  inches),  forms  a leading  feature 
in  the  list  of  productions,  the  severe  drought  of  May 
and  June  cut  the  grass  very  short  and  almost  destroyed  the 
young  clover.  Wheat  came  out  pretty  well  on  an 
average,  taking  yield  and  price  both  into  consideration.. 
If  the  profits  of  the  potato  crop  disappointed  ex]iectation. 
neither  the  season  nor  the  bug  can  be  blamed.  Over 
production  is  sometimes  as  bad  for  pecuniary  results  as 
is  partial  failure.  Still  abundance  is  to  be  preferred  to 
scarcity  when  we  take  an  httelligent  view  of  their  elTecrs. 
Although  barrels  of  corn  at  $4  seems  as  good  as  ton 

barrels  at  ^3,  every  farmer  knows  that  it  is  not  so.  A ■ 
regards  the  potato  bug,  the  bugaboo  of  '74,  though  ii 
appeared  again  in  June  of '75,  in  large  numbers  and  with, 
undiminished  voracity,  the  free  use  of  ihiris  gret-n  i- 
found  to  be  so  effectual  that  the  ugly  little  monsmr 
viewed  comparatively  with  contempt.  It  must  be  duo  i • 
other  catises  than  fear  of  the  bug  that  the  Fanners’  Club 
diminished  the  Held  of  planting  from  forty-nine  acres  las! 
year  and  eighty-nine  the  year  before,  to  thirty  acres  only 
the  coming  season.  If  the  course  pursued  by  those  ]>ru- 
dent  old  farmers  is  assumed  as  an  indication  of  tlie  action 
in  tliis  respect  over  the  whole  country,  somebody  v.iii 
make  a good  thing  of  potatoes  next  fall. 

.Among  the  bountiful  products  of  the  soa-om  tlie  ru-  :u 
}-eacii  cro])  muse  not  be  lorgoLtem  4’he  growcr.s  vi 
most  delicious  of  our  fruits  sutfered  from  tlie  same  du- 
advantage  as  the  potato  planters;  the  very  uluiiidance  oi 
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productioii  serioQsly  depressed  prices;  but  that  was  not 
nearly  so  bad  as  a failiii'e  of  crops.  This  is  about  all  we 
have  to  say  on  the  most  important  subject  in  which  our 
community  is  concerned ; except  that  if  our  hirmers  are 
^•'carrying''  as  much  wheat  (to  borrow  a phrase  from  our 
brothers  of  the  mercantile  ])rofcssion)  as  of  corn  and 
potatoes,  at  the  date  we  now  are,  it  is  even  a little  letter 
with  them  tlian  merely  leelt.^’  As  one  of  my  associates 
says,  it  is  pleasant  here  to  notice  tliat  two  farms  in  our 
neighborhood  have  recently  l)een  pui’chased  by  gentlemen 
from  Baltimore,  who  intend  to  reside  witli  us  at  least  half 
of  each  year.  This  is  not  only  complimentary  to  our 
agricultural  and  social  advantages,  but  also  a welcome 
acquisition  to  us  in  respect  of  ihc  latter  feature  at  least. 

The  3'ounger  class,  upon  whose  shoulders  have  already 
fallen  “the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,’’  appear  to  have 
sustained  their  character  for  enterprise  and  the  spirit 
of  improvement,  which  is  a sure  pledge  that  the  agricul- 
tural reputation  of  Sandy  Spring  neighborhood  is  in  no 
danger  of  going  backward.  Tlie  use  of  oyster  shell  lime 
continues.  (Tl  is  much  to  be  desired  tliat  your  historian 
should  be  able  to  report  the  quantity  of  lime  and  other 
fertilizers  which  have  been  a])plied  during  the  past.  yeai‘. 
There  ouglit  to  be  another  assistant,  if  this  history  is 
worthy  to  be  continued.) 

A Dairy  Association  has  been  recently  instituted  that 
indicates  tlic  extent  to  which  this  im})ortant  branch  of 
agricultural  indastrv  lias  attained  in  our  communitv. 
The  object  is  so  worthy  as  to  entitle  the  new  association 
at  once  to  a distinguislied  plac<.‘  amongst  the  neighborhood 
societies  that  hlooin  (and  bear  fruitj  in  such  abundance. 

The  Annual  Cion  von  tion  of  Farmers’  Clubs  held  its 
fourth  annual  meeting  in  January,  and  was  successful  as 
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heretofore  in  drawing  a goodly  number  of  the  bone  and 
sinew  ” class,  who  manifest  a fair  degree  of  interest  in  its 
proceedings.  A new  feature  in  the  scene  showed  that  the 
interest  extended  beyond  our  boundaries.  When  tlie 
President,  Henry  0.  Halloy/ell,  entered  *the  room  (and 
here  I feel  called  upon  to  mention  a name  closely  con- 
nected with  this,  and  that  other  distinguished  institution, 
tlie  Horticultural  Fair),  he,  the  president,  was  agree- 
ably surprised  to  find  a regular  reporter  of  the  Baltimore 
Sun,  with  paper  and  pencil,  on  tlie  spot.  We  were  also 
again  favored  with  the  presence  of  the  editor  of  tln^ 
American  Farmer,  which  seemed  to  be  a very  propei  and 
natural  part  of  the  proceedings ; but  that  other  evidence 
of  fame  was  something  new.  Distinguislied  characters 
must  pay  the  penalty  of  renown.  Well,  I reckon  v:c  cun 
stand  it — if  our  admirers  can;  having  had  enough  of  tluit 
sort  of  thing  to  get  used  to  it. 

As  my  associate  observes,  the  subject  of  the  weather  lias 
])assed  into  other  hands  ; still  she  cannot  avoid  mentioning 
as  a remarkable  fact  that  no  thunderstorm  occurred  in 
-Hay.  But  July  made  up  for  the  deficiency ; on  tlie  Pith 
of  tliat  month  the  lightning  struck  Ashton  store  mul 
several  trees  in  the  neighborhood,  cutting  up  some  very 
queer  antics,  as  it  often  docs.  It  is  also  a circumstaiice 
worthy  of  record  here,  that  wliile  the  stress  of  drought 
ceased  after  midsummer,  so  far  as  tlie  surface  of  the  ground 
was  conctmed,  its  effects  on  the  streams  and  wells  con- 
tinued to  be  felt  in  places  for  montlis  afterward.  Tin' 
veins  of  water  that  supply  some  of  our  wells  must  havo 
Iteen  lower  than  at  any  previous  period  for  foriy  years. 

It  was  observed  in  last  ycurh  reC'U’d  ilnit  the  tiiam  : 
liolds  a })laee  connecting  agricultural  and  social  iniereP<. 
After  tlie  expeilence  of  another  year,  I must  still  vnnv  it 
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in  that  light.  As  it  cannot  be  considered  a sjiecial  insti- 
tution of  our  neighborhood;  and  as  it  lias  the  domestic 
character  of  reserving  its  best  things  for  the  home  circle 
(like  all  well-regulated  families),  it  is  not  necessary  here 
to  devote  to  this  subject  the  wide  space  it  mightotherwise 
justly  claim.  lam  required,  however,  to  state  the  fact  that 
the  Grange  at  A.shton,  which  belonged  peculiarly  to  Sandy 
Spring,  withdrew  from  that  location,  translating  its  truly 
valuable  membership  to  a more  ample  sphere  at  Olney. 
The  sentinel  at  the  “outer  gate''  declares  that  so  far 
“All’s  well.” 

From  these  friendly  borders  we  come  out  to  dwell  with 
undiminisbed  interest  u})on  tliericli  and  ample  field  occu- 
pied by  the  various  associations  witli  which  we  are  all 
familiar.  It  is  tlie  remark  of  a wise  man,  that  when  a people 
are  prosperous,  all  their  alfairs  proccedijig  in  a healthy  and 
satisfactory  manner,  ilie  history  of  tlie  country  becomes 
barren  for  want  of  subjects.  I suppose  it  must  be  so  with 
descriptions  of  our  numerous  societies ; all  going  on  pleas- 
antly, harmoniously,  im])rovingly,  with  nothing  special  to 
record.  Yet  1 do  not  like  to  let  them  off  so,  forming  as 
they  do,  the  most  distinguishing  feature  of  the  neighbor- 
liood,  without  counting  them  over  to  see  if  I have  them  all. 
For  convenience  sake,  and  because  it  sounds  more  affection- 
ate, let  us  pair  them  thus ; 

1.  Farmers’ Club  with  2.  Ladies’ Association. 

3.  Enterprise  Club  4.  Th.e  Home  Interests. 

0.  j\Iontgomery  (4ub  G.  The  Sociable, 

7.  The  Horticultural  “ 8.  Dairy  Association. 

There  wei'e  the  stime  iiumhL'r  uf  associations  recorded  jji 
1872,  and  with  tlie  same  titles,  except  that  the  Dairy  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  Innocents.  8hall  this  be  regarded 
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as  eYidence  of  that  progress  which  we  all  so  earnestly  and 
above  all  things  desire  ? T.et  ns  suppose  so.  (Bui  a mys- 
terious whisper  has  reached  me,  of  the  rise  of  still  another 
society;  its  iiame  and  purpose  have  not  fully  developed.) 

There  remains  another  and  a decidedly  meritorious 
association.  As  we  have  none  to|?ui>  this  with,  its  mem- 
bers being  safely  left  to  attend  to  that  themselves,  it  i' 
proper  to  describe  further.  The  juime  Avas  Avell  chosen — 
“ Centennial  Debating  Society.”  It  seems  to  have  ado})ted 
a judicious  plan  in  selecting  as  topics  for  discussion  sucli 
subjects  as  have  a direct  and  })resent  interest,  instead  oi 
old,  unpractical,  abstract  questions.  Having  had  lie* 
pleasure  of  attending  their  closing  meeting  for  tlic  season. 
I can  readily  testify  that  the  debate  Avas  more  than  usually 
interesting.  Only  one  public  meeting  Avas  alloAved;  vvhy 
not  more?  Why  not  give  the  ladies  o])portunities  to 
enlighten  and  improve  their  minds  too  ? 

Xo  one  can  say  that  the  Lyceum  has  not  been  Avell  ust  di 
this  year.  Let  us  recall  some  of  the  Avork  done  tliorein. 
The  “SiAdiing  Bee’'  recommended  at  tlie  close  of  Iasi 
year's  sketch  came  oiT  Avith  success  a short  time  afterward. 
The  prize  Avas  carried  off  by  one  of  our  married  ladies  n h«» 
happens  to  reside  just  noAV  in  an  adjoining  county.  About 
a month  later  (in  May),  a lecture  Avas  delivered  for  th^ 
benefit  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  the  subject  iM’itn: 
the  ‘H^argest  City”  and  the  ‘‘Finest  Gardens  in  the 
World.”  The  contribution  thus  brought  to  the  fumls  oi 
the  society  Avas  rather  meagre ; although  the  lecture  was 
by  ti  member  Avho  had  recently  crossed  the  seas. 

The  next  scene  at  the  Lyceum  Avas  of  more  lively  rl  irae- 
ter,  being  a dra'natiueniertaiiiiiient  given  b)  lhe“>‘ 

It  is  a desen'ed  compliment  to  say  that  tliere  w;e- 
talent  developed  on  that  occasion  ; and  the  inquiry  arise- 
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(addressed  to  tlia  more  rigid  members  of  oar  society),  “For 
what  is  a faculiy  given  that  promotes  enjoyment,  unless  it 
be  used  ? 


Passing  over  the  summer  montlis,  during  which  this 
Hall  usually  has  vacation  (although  the  presence  of  many 
strangers  in  the  neighborhood  would  probably  secure  an 
audience  for  any  species  of  lively  entertainment  that  our 
young  folks  might  devise,  as  summer  boarders  don’t  want 
anything  very  solid),  we  come  to  the  21st  of  vSeptember, 
the  day  of  the  Horticultural  J^kdr,  when  the  Hall  puts  on 
its  gayest  aspect,  and  an  audience  or  band  of  spectators 
of  varied  fashion  assembles  to  enjoy  and  encourage  a dis- 
play of  rare  inlc]*est.  i\Iuch  more  might  be  said  of  this 
institution  lately  grown  up  among  us,  which  finds  its 
parallel  in  very  few  country  })laces,  Imt  deserves  to  be 
cherished  witli  increasing  satisfaction.  The  effort  made 
by  the  president  to  place  the  Fair  on  a broader  footing 
was  partially  successful.  So  far  as  related  to  relieving 
the  financial  condition,  and  enlisting  a wider  circle  of 
co-operating  ofiicials,  ihe  plan  was  excellent;  but  your 
historian  knows  that  he  has  your  unanimous  voices  in 
favor  of  a protest,  absolute  and  irrepealable,  against  making 
any  change  in  the  presiding  ofilcer : all  of  us  are  “third 
termers”  in  this  case,  whicli  means  an  exiension  to  three 
times  three. 

The  regular  winter  course  of  lectures  began  rather 
later  than  usual,  ddiis  was  through  im  omission  on  the 


part  of  thiC  President  of  ihe  Lyceum,  who  was  unwearied 
in  his  efforts  to  gi'atify  the  somewhat  jaded  literary  taste 
of  the  Sandy  Spring  audience,  lyv  securing  the  services 
of  distiiiguishc'l  iconu'ers  IVoui  ab.road.  The  course  was 
opened  in  DecoJuber,  by  a discourse  of  Dr.  John  Wilson 
iMagruder,  who  gave  a.  sj)icy‘und  successful  lecture  on 
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“Injustice.’’  There  was  a good  audience,  wlio  highly 
enjoyed  his  telling  hits  at  the  faults  of  the  day,  including 
their  own. 

On  the  last  evening  of  the  old  year  and  the  first  of  tie.' 
new,  a large  crowd  collected  here  to  view  the  wild  scenerv 
of  California  and  the  Eocky  ^Mountains,  exhibited  by 
Jonatbaii  K.  Taylor,  of  Wilmington.  People  of  all  ages  de- 
light to  see  pictures,  and  this  display  afforded  ample 
gratification. 

Two  more  evening  entertainments,  also  very  siiccessful 
in  their  results,  followed  in  the  2d  month  of  the  year, 
consisting  chielly  of  dramatic  recitations;  the  blind  ])cr- 
former  attracted  much  sympathy  and  regard  from  the 
neighborhood,  which  were  evidently  reciprocated  Iw 
himself. 

February  25th,  jM.oncure  Ib  Conway  gave  us  a leciui'e 
on  j.ondon,  which  is  too  fresh  in  our  recollections  to  re- 
(juire  comment,  d’he  same  may  be  said  of  Francis  Miller's 
Centennial  Address,  closing  uj)  the  course.  'When  we  conn' 
to  thinh  over  all  these  demonstrations,  we  must  admit  thv 
considerable  value  of  the  Lyceum. 

Xow  let  us  look  at  some  business  concerns,  of  a general 
eliaracter  of  course ; priv'ate  or  individual  business  belongs 
not  to  history,  but  to  a S])ecial  department,  sometimes 
confounded  with  it,  called  gussij).  And  what  is  a bett<-r 
index  of  the  general  prosperity  than  that  afforded  by  the 
condition  of  the  Savings  Institution  ? Measured  by  thi' 
criterion,  we  were  never  more  prosperous.  The  aniici- 
{lation  expressed  in  last  year’s  sketch  of  reaching  b\ 
anotlier  year  the  amount  of  $50,000  deiKisits,  more  ilei!! 
lulliileil;  ap](ioaciung  to  $i>U,ouU.  You  will  find  m op 
Annual  Peport  some  details  worth  reading;  they  slims 
a healthy  condition.  Since*  it  lias  been  unanimoU'lv 
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agreed  b}^  the  Directors  to  make  loans  upon  the  solid 
Becnrity  of  laud,  up  to  one-foiirtli  of  our  deposits,  the 
objection  heretofore  made  against  our  mode  of  operation, 
as  tending  to  drain  all  the  surplus  money  au;ay  from  tlie 
country  to  the  city,  is  no  longer  justified.  The  i\[utual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  udiose  lieadquarters  are  with 
us,  while  its  operations  embrace  nearly  the  whole  State,  is 
not  adding  to  its  ready  money,  though  the  actual  capital 
is  continually  swelling,  the  premium  notes  now  in  excess 
of  ^800,000.  llecent  experience  goes  to  confirm  the  un- 
pleasant statement  that  the  general  liability  to  burn,  of 
the  houses  in  this  State,  is  greater  than  formerly.  People 
are  more  reckless. 

There  follows  an  extract  from  the  Baltimore 
giving  the  last  and  most  ainhentic  news  about  the  never- 
to-be-omitted  “Sandy  Spring  Pailroad^’:  “Mr.  Keyser 

exhibited  a map,  showing  a line  from  Hanover  on  the 
Washington  Branch,  to  tlie  ^Metropolitan  Poad,  -which 
would  relieve  the  ‘Washington  Branch  entirely  of  the 
through  business.  That  road  would  have  been  built  be- 
fore this,  but  for  financial  difficulties.  It  will  be  about 
twenty-five  miles,  and  cost  about  $1,000,000.  That  road 
will  yet  be— must  be — built.’- 

I always  told  you  that  a railroad  through  Sandy  Spring 
was  a sure  tiling — as  sure  as  taxes! 

My  associate  mentions  that  we  had  a large,  good  Quar- 
terly ^Meeting,  in  Sixth  r^lonth  last.  This  item  of  the 
year’s  history  recalls  another  of  rpiite  sufficient  import- 
ance to  make  it  matter  of  ivcord.  A move  was  made 
toward  dropping  the  Sandre  Sprii-tg  “ Prrparc.tive  kfeet- 
iiig,”  as  having  became  rariku-  matter  of  form  tlian  of 
substance.  Ditficiiliies  were  tbund  to  be  in  the  way,  which 
led  to  a general  agreement  not  to  urge  the  matter,  though 
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it  can  scarcel}^  be  said  that  the  convictioxis  of  its  advocate' 
were  changed. 

The  page  -which  contains  a reference  to  Meeting  anair> 
might  be  considered  a proper  place  to  record  delinquencies 
of  onr  yoking  folks  (of  course  old  folks  donT  Inive  any  of 
the  sort  referred  to);  1 mean  those  excesses  of  tlie  social 
impulses  that  lec-d  to  turning  day  into  night,  or  night  into 
day,  one  or  both,  and  the  hurtful  loss  of  sleep,  or  its  trans- 
fer from  the  earlier  parts  of  the  night  to  the  earlier  })art.-' 
of  the  clay.  If  tliis  sketch  were  a moral  discourse,  instiaid 
of  a History,  I should  feel  just  like  hh-anklin,  when  his 
graceless  ne}>hevv'  desired  to  write  a promissory  note  aC' 
knowledging  a loan : the  wise  old  man  said:  “ You  iia\<' 
the  money,  but  don’t  waste  paper,”  Your  historian  i' 
differently  situated;  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  refonniiig 
})eople— his  business  is  to  record  facts  of  suilicicnt  imj'">r:- 
ance;  and  one  of  these  facts  is,  tliat  the  delinquem'V  ;ifon*- 
.'aid  has  increased,  is  increasiiig,  and  ought — bill  it  i.: 
not  my  province  to  dictate  wliat  any  person  ouglit 
Still  a liistonan,  vchile  bound  to  relate  facts  that 
alfeet  the  manners  and  morals  of  the  comnuuiiiy  whi.  h 
he  describes,  may  indulge  liimself  in  au  ejaculation  ^u<-h 
as  ibis:  *Mlow  soon  will  our  young  peo]de  discnver  tlutt 
their  own  homes  have  social  claims  on  their  leisure  luc-- 
ments,  and  that  H-venings  tii  liome’  might  ofieii  l<e 
made  as  pleasant  as  in  any  other  placer”  Of  c»ur.M.-  tb-w 
all  expect  to  find  it  so,  witli  the  proper  compmiinn.  l>u: 
ah!  it  seems  to  require  preparation  and  use  to  know  hvw 
l ightly  to  enjoy  the  home.  If  the  bee  did  net  1>  am 
make  lioney  in  riic  }):ii*emal  liive,  before*  towiniiucc  )- 
would  t;iil  in  tlu-  new  i.uic,  ha' I lie  ever  S‘j  lu'e*  a • 
mayluip  there  would  be  little  honey,  l»ut  }>h  nty  oi  sro.;  •• 

This  hist  allusion  (to  the  honey,  of  course)  nataia.ic. 
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brings  us  to  the  record  of  marriages  for  the  year.  This 
department  is  brief,  but  oh,  how  nmch  can  be  told  in  one 
short  line  1 

Married,  10th  Month,  7th,  1875,  Annie  .Miller  to  Joseph 
M.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadel]>hia,.  When  these  strangers 
(^be  they  ever  so  nice)  come  and  take  away  our  girls,  it  is 
some  satisfaction  to  place  her  name  lirst,  as  being  that 
with  which  vrc  are  most  concerned. 

This  portion  of  our  record  being  small  the  present  year, 
there  is  some  satisfaction  in  referring  to  an  associated  an- 
niversary, ahvays  interesting,' — the  Golden  Wedding  in 
August  last,  of  Caleb  and  Ann  Stabler,  grandparents  of 
the  bride  just  named.  Although  at  the  request  of  the 
parties  there  was  no  celebration  of  the  event,  yet  none  the 
less  did  inany  an  atTectionate  prayer  go  up  from  numerous 
friends,  that  tlieir  remaining  d:iys  may  be  lit  up  with 
golden  reflections  from  the  memories  of  their  well-spent 
lives.  The  last  montliof  tlie  year  saw  their  old  homestead 
broken  up,  but  not  tlieir  home. 

Close  in  the  same  neigliborhood  another  anniversary 
took  place,  the  Tin  Wedding  of  Asa  and  Albina  Stabler. 

Being  “ short*’ on  this  marriage  stock,  it  is  proper  to 
make  much  out  of  little.  Tin  Weddings  are  not  much  ; 
but  while  discoursing  of  the  historic  subject,  it  is  proper 
to  record  tlie  remarkable  circumstance  that  the  three 
brothers  Stabler — Edward,  Caleb,  and  Henry — should 
have  passed  the  50th  anniversary  of  their  marriage  within 
less  than  two  years  of  eaeii  other:  nmking,  with  Benjamin 
Halloweirs,  four  such  anniversaries,  all  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood. 

My  associate  wi-iies,  that  in  order  to  re[iair  an  omission 
made  last  year,  she  desires  me  to  record  the  marriage  of 
G.  W.  C.  Beall  and  Mary  Palmer. 
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Births  in  the  neighborhood  during  the  year,  3 boys 
and  1 girl. 

Tlie  next  and  last  part  of  our  record  for  the  year  shows  a 
resultaltogether  unprecedented  in  our  Annals ; tlie  mnnbi*r 
of  deaths  exceeding  the  aggregate  of  births  and  marriages. 
It  is  with  pain  I proceed  to  the  narrative;  pain  softened 
by  the  synipathy  of  many  hearts  present. 

It  is  proper  that  I should  use  the  pens  of  my  associates, 
instead  of  indulging  too  far  the  expression  of  mv  own 
feelings  in  the  delineation  of  persons  so  near  and  diur  b» 
myself  individnaliy,  though  bettor  known  to  none  than 
to  me. 

At  Falling  Green,  I'ourth  Month,  18th,  1875,  Mary  1’. 
Brooke,  just  two  months  after  a pleasant  gathering  of  near 
relatives  at  her  residence,  to  celebrate  lier  scventy-seventli 
birthday;  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  lier,  sli*.' 
possessed  a character  in  which  rare  intelligence  and  swft't- 
ness  were  combined. 

Two  weeks  arrerwards,  at  Rockland,  Fifth  Month,  Ft. 
Margaret  E.  Hallovrell,  wife  of  Benjatnin  Hallow*.*]!  (prel 
sister  of  the  v/riter),  closed  a long,  useful  and  precioii.'^  lit* ■. 
wanting  a few  nionths  of  seventy-seven  year.s.  S’ne  wa.- 
married  in  the  same  yeirr  as  the  preceding  cousin  : tin  y 
veere  close  friends  in  their  youth,  womanhood  and  n]<! 
age ; their  remains  rest  side  by  side  in  the  old  kirkyard.” 

Fourtli  Month,  23d,  Joseph  Scott,  an  aged  unch*  td 
Caroline  B.  Scott,  died  at  her  house,  and  was  burieil  a' 
the  Meeting  House.  Known,  as  T believe,  to  few,  no  harm 
Wits  ever  said  of  him. 

Eleventh  Montli.  2:M,  Samuel  d'homas.  sou  of  IftlvarU. 
died  after  a very  long  and  .suilering  illih.-.-.-x  ‘‘Hr  h..s  n; 
doubt  entered  tlie  beautiful  land  whei'c*  the  weary  an*  a; 
rest.”  Ilis  custom  of  IVieudly  salutation  with  the  v. arm 
pressure  of  his  hand  remains  still  in  my  memory. 
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empty  cradle/’  my  associate  says,,  stands  for  the 
next  record.”  A page  of  tlie  last  chapter,  written  a year 
ago,  mentions  that  ‘“^in  the  blooming  montli  of  IMay,  the 
extreme  son th western  verge  of  oni'  neighborhood  v/as 
gladdened  by  the  arrival  of  a bo}^  to  whom  was  given  the 
na)ne  of  EobeidhM.  Farc|a]iar.”  His  little  frame  of  more 
than  ordinary  beauty  was  struck  within  a few  months  t)y 
a strange  disease.  Being  carried  in  the  hope  of  relief  to 
Lakeside,  Baltimore  county,  he  died  there  on  the  20tli 
day  of  the  Tenth  Month,  and  was  retunied  to  his  parents’ 
home. 

My  young  friend  adds  these  lines  from  George  Herbert: 

“ It  is  not  growing  like  a tree 
In  bulk,  doth  make  man  better  be  ; 

Or  standing  long  an  oak. 

Three  Imndred  year, 

To  fall  a log,  at  last, 

Dry,  bald,  and  sere  : 

The  lily  of  a day 
Is  fairer  far  than  they  ; 

Although  it  fall  and  die  that  night. 

It  was  the  j>lant  and  llower  of  Light.” 

t^econd  Month,  21st,  1816,  Aunt  Sally  Gilpin  died,  aged 
ninety-five  years  and  eiglit  months.  This  is  probably  the 
greatest  age  ever  reticlied  in  this  neighborhood.  W'hile 
she  lived,  five  generations  subsisted  at  onetime  among  us, 

TTiese  six  deaths  are  all  that  }u'operly  can  be  said  to 
belong  to  our  neighborhood.  Yet  it  would  seem  unnatural 
to  omit  tlie  mention  of  the  death  of  Benjamin  B.  Moore  at 
Fallston,  Ilarfurd.  ci/uniy,  on  tlie  2.VJi.  Finirtli  IMoiitli,  in 
his  eighiy-fourlh  ye<ir,  so  iiimkruus  are  his  relatives 
and  friends  liere,  who  liighly  esteemed  the  man  that  tilled 
tlie  measure  of  a Clirisiian  gentleman. 
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It  is  also  proper  to  notice  the  burial,  Fourth  Montli,  J Otli, 
of  Mortimer  Osborn,  whose  dying  recpiest  was  ful- 
filled, that  he  might  he  brought  to  Sandy  Spring  to  ia' 
interred. 

I close  with  decidedly  the  most  startling  and  sensa- 
tional event  of  the  3’ear.  This  was  the  sudden  appearance 
of  a person  professing  to  be  one  ]\^}rcus  Xiitting,  well 
icnown  in  the  western  border  of  our  neighborhood,  v ho 
left  his  family  twenty-seven  years  ago,  and  was  universally 
siip])osed  to  be  dead;  luit  now  returns  to  claim  valuable 
property,  sold  by  his  family  years  ago  in  order  to  provi-le 
subsistence,  and  greatly  improved  by  other  hands.  He 
would  fain  reap  where  he  did  not  sow.  Perhaps  it  i- 
lawful  to  hope  it  will  turn  out  a Tichborne  case. 


0 II  xV  P T E R X ] 

Pkom  Fourth  INtoxTii,  ISTO.to  Fourth  Month,  On, 

Aiieienl  recollections  — (Questions  touching  the  future  — AnineCo  i 
pursuit  in  agricultural  improvements  — Various  pnxlucts  of  thv 
crops  — How  liay  sliould  go  to  market — Of  the  [>otaio  puui^'- 
. tiun  — Peculiarities  of  the  weather  ~ Improvements  of  mills  — 
Railroads  very  slightly  referred  to — Sandy  Spring  at  tlo* 
rentennial  — The  tramps  and  murderer;  how  tlic  latter 
caiigld  — Discussions  of  the  Presidential  election  — 'J'iie  hcavoa 
lights  of  true  progress — Monkey  and  liand  organ  — Ikh-n''':* 
the  Lyceum — Science  invites  more  attention,  as  comin'i^ite-T 
that  is  worth  knowing,  all  tliat  there  is  to  know — Trimnph.  <<f  t.h-' 
elder  Farmers’  Clul)  al  Annual  Convention  — Shlghinu'  :n.-' 
Hums — List  of  visitor-;  to  tlie  Ccutennial. 

1 }uvhice  the  narrative  cd’  the  present  year  hy  ivailnig  a 
historical  sketch  of  our  iieighborliood,  rorerring  to  a {>crn>d 
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considerably  further  back  than  any  hitherto  described  in 
these  pages.  (See  Appendix.) 

According  to  the  recollections  of  this  ancient  chroni- 
cler, it  would  appear  that  Stmdy  Spring  had  its  attractions 
and  its  notabilities,  even  so  long  ago  as  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century;  that  there  were  men  and  women  here  of 
worth  and  character.^even  before  we  came  on  the  stage  of 
action,  and  pointing  to  hopeful  grounds  for  believing 
that  “ wisdom  will  not  die  with  us.’'  In  reminiscences 
such  as  these,  and  the  prospects  they  suggest,  lie  the 
interest  and  value  of  history. 

A distinguished  living  writer,  whose  profound  work  on 
the  ‘‘  Intellectual  Development  of  Europe  ” has  lately  been 
added  to  our  Library,  strongly  advocates  the  doctrine  that 
every  institution,  community  and  nation,  large  or  small, 
lias,  like  the  individual,  its  beginning,  growth,  maturity, 
decline  and  extinction.  I am  not  ciuite  satisfied  with  the 
evidences  which  Mr.  Draper  gives  of  his  theory;  but  if  it 
is  indeed  an  inexorable  law  of  nature,  then  shall  we  also 
have  to  couteniplate  the  fate  of  our  neighborhood  as  some- 
thing inevitable.  Mb  ma}g  however,  derive  some  comfort 
from  the  retlection,  that  the  modern  scientific  prophets  are 
by  no  means  stingy  in  the  leiigtli  of  time  tliey  allot  to 
periods  past  and  to  come.  tVilh  a lavish  hand  they  give 
us  years,  centuries,  aeons,  as  necessary  to  bring  about  the 
clianges  tliat  have  occurred,  as  well  as  tliose  which  they 
]>redict.  Tlie  sun  himself,  scientifically  as  well  as  practi- 
cally speaking,  is  but  a spark  of  fire,  a transient  meteor 
in  the  sky”;  containing  the  elements  of  his  own  inevi- 
table dissolution,  he  must  ]'uss  away  into  other  fornw — 
but  not  very  soon  ; lie  will,  by  the  lowest  caiculatioii, 
endure  for  several  millions  of  years  yet.  So,  as  is  written 
in  another  valuable  book,  a precious  old  treasure  whicli 
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is  also  just  added  to  onr  Library  by  its  liberal-minded 
Directresses,  so 

“ It  mast  come,  the  day  decreed  by  fates, — 
liow  my  heart  trembles  wliile  my  tongue  relates  ! — 

'Die  day,  when  thon,  imperial  land,  must  bend, 

Must  see  thy  heroes  fall,  tliy  glories  end  ! ” 

Even  so,  doubtless,  will  it  be  witli  Sandy  Spring. 

Without  giving  way  to  melancholy  emotions,  it  is 
interesting,  and  quite  pertinent  to  tlie  present  occasion,  to 
ask  which  of  the  three  possible  stages  of  existence  we  nniv 
have  reached:  is  it  growtli,  maturity,  or  deeliue‘t  What 
answer  does  the  history  of  the  last  year  give  to  tin* 
momentous  query? 

Taking  a fair  retrospect,  we  find  the  tokens  of  nioro 
tlian  usual  activity  and  movement,  such  as  miglit  he  looked 
for  in  the  ISTation’s  Centennial  Year.  It  is  also  unde- 
niable that  activity  is  life ; though  it  is  well  to  reriKirk 
that  ill  estimating  ])ermanent  eiTects,  it  makes  a material 
difterence  direction  the  movement  takes,  and  whether 
it  has  been  such  as  to  advance  the  more  important,  per- 
manent and  liiglier  interests. 

As  before  observed,  the  material  interests  of  this  neigh* 
horhood  are  essentially  agricultural;  ami  taking  tiie  con- 
dition of  our  agriculture  as  the  criterion,  I see  no  re:u:on 
to  doubt  that  the  general  result  shows  progress.  This  i- 
especially  visible  ill  certain  departments  of  farinimr  in- 
dustry; perhaps  more  in  the  dairy  husiiicss  than  in  an\ 
other.  Whether  we  consider  the  Dairy  Associati'»n  as 
cause  or  etiect  of  tlio  recent  animated  parsoii  tand  ii  m.iy 
he  jusllv  regarded  a.-,  both  ),  it  lias  certainly  Ix-ui  lii^  ima:..- 
of  diti'using  information  in  a widermircle,  of  the  succcxs  ub 
tained  by  those  among  us  who  have  devoted  a larger 
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portion  of  time  and  labor  to  this  interesting  branch  of  rural 
industry.  So  wide  is  the  renown  already  acquired  by  this 
Association,  tliatits  proceedings  liave  been  noticed  in  that 
other  Hub/'  away  in  Boston  ! Of  course  this  is  all  rigid. 
Harmony  requires  tlie  two  luibs  to  make  corresponding- 
progress. 

In  regard  to  old  staples  of  the  farmer,  you  may  recollect 
that  the  returns  of  crops  made  at  the  Annual  CoiiTention 
in  the  1st  month  showed  that  there  was  no  hilling  off  in 
aggregate  product.  The  wheat  crop  rather  exceeded  the 
general  average,  being  a little  over  20  bushels  per  acre. 
Corn  was  not  so  good  as  in  the  previous  year,  which  was 
exceptionally  bountiful.  Some  grumbling  there  was — 
not  without  cause — about  the  low  price  of  hay ; yet  when  we 
consider  the  immense  amount  produced,  and  that  the 
profits  are  mainly  derived  fi’om  sales  to  town  horses,  and  a 
limited  number  of  town  covrs,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
prices  fall  below  the  former  excc])tional  figures.  There 
would  be  small  hope  of  better  times  in  this  respect  if 
farmers  could  not  look  to  any  other  uses  of  their  corn  and 
hay.  Set  before  yoiu’  mind's  eye,  in  one  heap,  the  huge 
p]-oduction  of  corn  and  hay  in  this  country,  and  on  tlie 
other  side  the  chance  of  selling  the  whole  surplus  to  feed 
city  cows  and  horses,  and  the  view  is  despairing.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  the  field  is  wifiened  materially — in  the 
case  of  corn,  by  ti  foreign  demand  lately  springing  u}>,  and 
in  tlie  case  of  hay,  by  the  well-established  fact  that  for 
the  best  present  and  future  profit  thiC  hay  ‘‘ should  go  tn 
market  on  its  own  legs,'-  or  else  in  tin-cans  and  the  butter- 
box  ; ill  short,  should  be  made  to  feed  man  instead  of 
dtusi.  lie  Will  always  })ay  betiei'  iur  his  ci\vn  personal 
gratification  than  itiat  of  his  animals. 

In  regard  to  the  once  gi'oal- staple  of  potatoes,  I must 
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revive  your  recollection  of  something  that  was  said  on  tin’ 
subject  in  the  sketch  read  a year  ago.  It  was  to  tliis 
effect:  that  “somebody  who  was  not  deterred  by  bugs  and 
low  prices  from  plantiiig  a full  crop,  would  probablv 
make  a good  thing  of  it  the  coming  season/’  jind,  as  you 
are  now  aware,  somebody  did  that  very  thing;  though 
fewer  than  was  desired.  Xow  here  was  a fulhlment  of 
“historical  prophecy”  worthy  of  your  observation,  and  of 
your  attention  to  future  predictions.  But  why  sjK’ak  of 
tliis  proof  of  my  successful  predictions?  Is  it  not  always 
tlie  case  that  “a  prophet  shall  have  honor,  save  in  his  own 
country  ” ? 

It  was  customary  in  former  chapters  to  describe  in  coii- 
nection  with  agricultural  affairs,  the  weather,  on  whieli 
they  are  so  dependent.  Xow  since  you  Inive  a meteorologist 
of  your  own  who  comes  before  you  with  his  report,  sane- 
lioned  by  the  National  Signal  Service  Bureau,  tlaoe  ]!agn> 
may  be  spared  from  the  usual  weather  observatiotis,  except 
those  of  the  Assistant  IIistoria]i ; slie  remark'!  tlnii  th'an- 
derstorms  were  unusually  prevalent  and  severe  in  the  *'th 
month;  also  that  the  heat  of  tlie  Tth  month  was  excessive, 
and  the  cold  of  the  12th  unexampled;  while  tlie  sleiglmv-: 
consequent  on  the  steady  severity  of  the  first  two  winter 
months  lasted  continuously  for  forty- four  days. 

In  reference  to  business  concerns,  other  than  agriciihu- 
ral,  it  is  proper  to  mention  the  subject  of  the  neighhorho<  ‘d 
milks,  and  the  im]n’ovement3  effected  during  tlie  yoar  in 
tlicse  important  structures.  On  the  Patuxent,  an  old  mill 
has  been  refitted,  and  operated  by  the  hands  of  two  enter- 
prising young  men  of  the  l.c’i,  himily,  with  a viner  auo 
energy  deseiwing  success.  In  the  central  ]vari  oi  ii.  ■ 
neigiiborhood,  tlie  steam  mill  of  B.  Piusli  Poherts,  v. hico 
lias  been  of  such  great  benefit  to  the  public,  meriting  i'-- 
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cord  in  onr  hisiory  as  an  institution  of  which  we  may  well 
be  proud,  has  also  been  revised  and  improved.  If  it  should 
ever  be  suifered  to  stop,  we  would  complain  more  of  the 
privation  tlnui  we  manifested  gratitude  at  the  establish- 
ment: such  is  mankind. 

Tliere  remains  still  another  mill,  a greater  novelty  than 
either  of  the  others.  A turbine  wheel  was  fixed  up — T 
might  almost  say  constructed — by  Charles  F.  Brooke, 
whoSe  inventive  enterprise  was,  doubtless,  sharpened  by 
that  trip  to  the  tar  ^Cest  mentioned  in  a former  chapter. 
The  wheel  strikes  us  as  being  a cpieer  little  fellow,  whose 
efiective  power  is  anotlier  proof  of  the  old  sayiiig,  that 
strength  is  not  always  in  proportion  to  size;  that  ‘^cun- 
ning is  better  than  strong.’’ 

Another  evidence,  in  the  way  of  business  prosperity, 
that  Sandy  Spring  is  not  ready  for  its  Gibbon,  is  aflhrded 
by  the  continued,  gradual  growth  of  the  “ Savings  Institu- 
tion,” whose  deposits  (though  its  most  active  founder,  J.  T. 
Moore,  tells  me  I must  not  call  them  ‘hleposits,’”  but  ‘Gts 
total  funds  on  hand,'*’’)  have  risen  in  the  year  from  $60,000 
to  $70,000.  It  is  a gralilying  feature  of  our  Institution^ 
that  a considerable  portion  of  this  fund  remains  in  the 
county  to  push  on  the  wheels  of  progress. 

Under  the  head  of  material  improvements  would  prop- 
erly come  a statement  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
the  railroad,  which  lias  been  s})okcn  of  several  times  be- 
fore, and  which  shall  continue  to  constitute  one  of  the 
subjects  of  this  l.'istory  so  long  as  the  present  writer  holds 
the  pen.  This  is  about  all  that  he  has  to  say  at  this  lime. 
Better  luck  nevt  time. 

It  is  well  remar  ked,  by  my  Assoeiau.'  that  the  events  of  djo 
year,  as  far  as  they  are  mattei’  of  record,  are  all  summed 
up,  and  nearly  all  swallowed  up  in  one  comprehensive 
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word,  “ The  Centennial.”  It  will  be  of  interest  to  state 
the  number  and  names  of  those  who  went  from  Saiidy 
Spring, — the  person  who  did  7iot  go  became  a curiosliy. 
Beginning  in  tlie  5th  month,  at  the  very  opening,  the 
stream  of  visitors  from  our  neighborhood  kept  up  Die  flow- 
through the  whole  season.  Some  of  tliese,  on  the  lOtli  of 
May,  saw  the  great  Corliss  engine  set  in  motion  bv  the 
President  and  the  Emperor,  and  looked,  November  lOtli, 
upon  the  last  revolution  of  tlie  immense  wheel,  slowly, 
slowly  dying  away!  In  many  cases  the  visits  w'ore  re- 
peated a second  and  a third  time;  and  who  is  there  tliat 
regrets  having  gone?  whose  brain  was  not  enlarged  and 
tilled  with  pictures  and  ideas  that  will  be  a treasure  wliih' 
life  remains?  Tlie  information  imparted  to  the  mind, 
and  the  life  and  energy  given  to  the  spirit,  by  one  of  tin* 
greatest  of  human  achievements,  are  full  of  compensation 
to  the  individual  and  to  the  nations  for  all  it  cost.  IVr- 
haps  the  comparative  degree  of  attendance  on  the  Centvn- 
nial  by  ditferent  country  neighborhoods  is  a fair  cri ter iem 
of  their  intelligence  and  progress. 

The  event  whicli  we  are  next  bound  to  record  is  of  very 
dilleront  character.  In  common  with  most  other  rural 
communities,  we  have  been  ])cstered  by  the  invasion  uf 
tramps,  in  unusual  numbers.  AVhile  we  are  obliged  h;. 
our  reason  and  bettei-  feelings  to  make  some  allowam.-e  f t 
a throng  of  disagreeable  visitors,  of  whom  many  cmi!.- 
because  they  have  no  })lace  in  the  wide  earth  to  go,  sim;e 
the  depression  in  business  has  closed  the  avenues  of  in.- 
dustry,  their  coming  among  us  is  none  the  less  unwelcome 
on  that  account.  But  there  were  some  who  came  lud<- 
themselvc'S  fruin  the  avenger^  of  their  orime.  d^vv>  (■: 
tiiese,  guilty  of  atrocious  murder,  dropjieil  la-t  summer 
into  our  midst  and  went  to  work  in  ditcliing  for  some 
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weeks,  without  i[:iving  the  least  suspicion  for  some  time  of 
the  horrid  cliaracters  we  wei’o  liarhoriug  in  our  kitchens 
and  tenaut-liouses.  Then  Sandy  Spriug  store  was  broken 
open  and  robbed.  Other  burglaries  followed;  but  the 
avenger  was  on  their  track,  lie  came ; and  with  assist- 
ance freely  and  ehicieutly  remlered,  secured  the  culprits. 
The  capture  required  no  little  contrivance  to  plan  and 
courage  to  execute. 

It  is  only  the  truth  to  say  that  great  credit  is  due  to 
tlrose  whose  courage  and  contrivance  delivered  our  com- 
munity from  dangers  certainly  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  presence  of  such  miscreants.  And  it  is  great  satis- 
faction to  have  this  proof  that  Sandy  Spring  is  not  a safe 
place  for  men  of  that  character.  Xeither  is  it  the  first 
time  she  has  sliowed  that  she  nourishes  within  her  quiet 
borders  tlie  spirit  called  for  by  tlie  occasion.  Of  course 
we  are  a peaceful  peo})le;  but  still  we  would  rather  keep 
with  us  the  sort  of  young  men  who  liave  the  spirit  which 
the  occasion  calls  for.  This  is  very  useful  sometimes,  and 
not  really  un-Quakerlike. 

Another  important  event  of  (he  year  remains  to  be  re- 
ferred to  ; I allude  to  the  Presidential  election  of  1870. 
This  event  is  rendered  conspicuous  in  our  annals,  chiefly 
by  the  circumstance  tliat  it  jiroduced  a division  in  political 
sentiment,  sucli  as,  1 suppose,  has  never  before  occurred 
among  us.  Yet  tliere  is  not  much  harm  a|)parent  from 
it  so  far;  the  disputes  luive  been  lively,  without  being 
violent,  I think.  And  tlieii — may  I not  say? — ‘‘there  is 
a little  bird  in  the  air”  tliat  sings  of  a coming  lull  in  the 
v^•aves  of  ])ariy  strife. 

Now  liaviiig  di^iKned  of  mere  events  and  material  con- 
cerns, let  us  iurji  to  those  beacon-lights  of  true  progress 
sliining  forth  I’rom  our  intellectual,  moral,  aesthetic  and 
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industrial  associations  (for  v/e  have  them  all).  lict  us 
begin  with  the  Lyceum  as  the  central  point  for  developing 
literary  aiid  scientific  progress.  Sliould  the  gains  tlu'rc- 
from  seem  small,  the  deficiencies  cannot  be  imputed  to 
the  president  and  directors.  There  have  been  lectures 
and  exhibitions  of  various  sorts  and  of  dilTereiit  qualities; 
the  attendance  lias  been  large  at  times,  at  other  times 
small;  with  this  unfortunate  circumstance  that  some  of 
the  best  lectures  ever  delivered  here  have  had  a nie.igrc 
audience,  while  throngs  have  come  to  see  and  hear  tho.se 
which  professed  only  to  offer  entertainment. 

Such  preference  palpably  paid  to  passing  pleasure  drew 
from  one  of  the  fathers  and  steady  friends  of  the  Lyceum 
the  caustic  censure  that  “a  monhey  and  haiul-organ 
would  soon  be  the  only  sort  of  attraction  sulffcient  to  111  I 
this  hall.”  Too  severe  this,  perhaps,  but  like  all  hom'.sr 
severity,  much  more  wholesome  than  flattery.  1 1 is  })rop<“r, 
however,  to  acknowledge  that  our  }>oople  are  not  jM.-m’liar 
in  ])referring  entertainment  to  instruction.  Why  do  ih- y 
come,  it  not  to  be  entertained?  Still  the  fact  remain-, 
that  it  is  best  of  all  to  give  each,  demand  and  I'aeuhy 
our  nature  its  })ro}K*i*  })lace.  A laugh  is  good;  soiiivihing 
to  feed  the  mind  with  thoughts  that  inform  and  elevau 
is  better;  and,  in  the  end,  higlier  and  more  ('U'iuring 
pleasure  will  come  of  the  latter.  A proper  mixture  of 
instruction  and  entertainment  is  what  this  Lyceum  was 
built  for;  and  if  your  historian  is  not  mistaken  in  appre- 
shending  that  a disproportionate  place  is  being  given  to  tine 
comic  and  tlie  droll,  this  is  the  riglit  time  and  pi. ax-  t » 
sound  the  alarm.  Imslead  of  conlfiaiing  the  pi'K-'.-s  < : 
sci.ihling,  (m  V.  liicTi  tlierc  are  always  great  ion-.  : • • ■ 

made,  let  me  recommend  tliat  oiir  young  peo[)le  shall  t-d>v 
up  a course  that  may  lead  \o  solid  acquisitions  woi  thv  •,<! 
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their  ciiaracter  for  iiitelligence,  and  tlie  limes  tliey  live  in. 
Let  them  form  an  association  for  ilie  promotion  of  science, 
art,  and  the  study  of  history.  Looks  alor.e  will  not  answer. 
A society  is  wanted  to  cultivate  that  acquaintance  with  the 
history  of  past  times,  without  wltich  no  solid  judgment 
can  be  formed  of  the  present.  Such  knowledge  is  abso- 
lulely  necessary  in  order  to  correct  the  rawq  crude  notions 
formed  of  passing  events,  from  prejudices  iitstilled  by  the 
passions  and  excitements  of  the  juirties  of  the  day.  x\n 
association  for  the  ])romotion  of  science  among  ns — 
science,  that  queen  in  the  realm  of  mind  wdiose  power  goes 
on  more  and  more  ra})id1y  dis})ersing  old  clouds  of  dai'k- 
ness,  and  bringing  the  light  Unit  sltows  the  true  nature  and 
meaning  of  all  created  tilings,  fi'om  stan-y  nni verges  down 
to  the  micTOSCC])ic  germs  floating  in  the  invisible  air  and 
bringing  the  seeds  of  ])esli]euce  and  dcatli — science,  which 
as  now' being  investigated  ami  utilized,  com])rehend3  simply 
all  that  is  worth  knowing — all  there  is  to  know. 

Lately  while  gro])ing  in  that  mine  of  wisdom,  the  Life 
of  Benjamin  Franklin,  1 was  impressed  with  this  idea  of 
a new  association  such  as  I Itave  just  mentioned,  and  from 
his  success  in  getting  up  a sitnilar  society  in  Philadel- 
phia, which  has  grown  to  he  one  of  the  most  illustrious 
in  tlie  country,  I dianv  the  conviction  that  such  a man, 
with  the  material  lie  could  iiml  in  this  neighborlioovl, 
might  organize  an  associafio]i  that  would  overttsp  all  others 
in  usefulness  and  inteif  'Ciiial  bcnelits. 

Alas’  w'C  have  no  Honjamiii  Franklin.  We  shall  have 
to  w'ait  iinirl  the  hunger  for  knowledge — the  longing  to 
know'" — ,'h:ill  l.iecomc  so  strong  a'-  to  Ijc  irresistible. 

In  the  meamiiiK'  the  v..rious  a-soeiations  whieli  we  at 
present  ])OS'es.-:  are  goingou  in  Iheii'  cpiiet  way,  doing  their 
accustomed  woi'k  : a part  of  which  doubtless  is  “ to  spread 
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peace  and  good  will  amongst  men.”  Tsotwitlistanding  the 
eulogy  just  passed  upon  science,  this  tendency  of  th<* 
various  societies  kept  alive  so  long  among  us  is  eviui 
better.  Science  is  wholly  an  affair  of  the  intellectual  ]),irt : 
the  other — the  emotional  part — the  feelings,  constituting 
at  least  three-fourths  of  our  being,  and  a still  larger  ])ro- 
})ortion  of  our  happiness,  is  consequently  of  greater  im- 
])ortance.  All  of  our  varied  societies,  in  dilferent  degrees, 
while  }U'omoting  the  culture  of  the  inlellect,  have  ser\ed 
alsu  to  tinimate  and  keep  alive  the  princijtles  upon  \rnie!i 
soidety  tnainly  depends. 

My  loose  slieets,  like  the  evening  hour,  are  riDinlng  emt 
so  rapidly  that  I have  not  time  or  space  to  describe  more 
jiarticularly  the  meetings  of  the  Societies,  further  than  to 
say,  in  tlie  language  of  the  Discipline,  ‘‘1  believe  liioy 
were  all  held,  and  attended  by  most  of  the  m(-mli<‘rs." 
Also  to  notice  the  pleasing  arrangement  by  wldt'h  ili-  y 
succeed  one  another.  Last  week  the  DA.nitiiig  Society  (.  f 
Leniennial  origin,  which  lias  not  only  kc])t  u}»  well,  but 
has  developed  new  and  growing  taleni),  h.chl  it--  leo 
meeting  for  the  season  ; while  the  lloriicullural.  wic.-h 
slumbc]-s  througli  the  winter,  along  with  the  thiwi-r-  it 
cherish(‘S,  blooms  again  into  life  to-morrow  evc-ning.  i’l 
that  respect  rather  anticipating  the  birth  of  its  sweet  chiL 
drem  The  Sociable,  too,  in  which  no  decline  is  adni’in--! 
by  its  faithful  members,  soon  conu'S  to  its  annual  jcm.'  -. 
d'he  Clubs  engaged  iii  agricultural  pursuits  have*  all  he  n 
faithful  tv)  their  duty,  the  elder  of  the  three  maintaiiung 
its  place  at  the  head  of  the  column.  At  least  tliis  chdc! 
a]']»earcd  to  l)e  sup})0]'(ed  by  tlie  conqrirative  e\hil.-ii 
princip;'!  cr'.])S  joadc  at  the  Annurl  ( ‘mi  ^ ''Cii"::, 

“ Lariners' Club  ” excelled  in  the  return  of  v heat,  < 'i  • 
and  liogs;  not  descending  to  com])eti'  in  7vsp.cct  o!  p''*..'. 
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toes,  dairy  products  and  other  small  matters,  in  'whicli  the 
other  two  went  far  ahead.  Indeed,  the  original  Society  ac- 
knowledges, and  witli  entire  satisfaction,  tlie  greater  enter- 
prise of  tlie  parties  animated  by  younger  blood,  being  well 
pleased  to  see  our  iinprovements  carried  on  and  exceeded 
by  those  who  must  naturally  take  onr  place.  No  earthly 
prospect  could  be  so  gratifying  as  the  assurance  tliat  our 
sons  shall  make  as  great  im])royement  in  the  next  thirty 
3'ears  as  we  haye  done  in  the  last. 

Howeyer  it  may  be  that  the  elder  class  of  our  farmers 
haye  still  done  their  proper  part  in  their  respective  fields 
of  active  usefulness  through  the  saunmer  season,  they  can 
show  few  results  for  the  ]>ast  winter — a season  which  ap- 
peared to  exist  almost  solely  for  the  use  of  the  young. 
Sleighing  of  nearly  seven  weeks'  duratiun  kept  up  and  in- 
creased the  whirl  into  which  the  Centennial  had  plunged 
the  youthful  mind.  Louder  and  louder  swelled  the  cry — 

“ Tlien  top  and  maintop  crowd  tlie  s^ril — 

Heave  Care  o’ciside ! 

And  large,  I'-ofore  Kiijoynient’s  gale, 

Let’s  tak’  the  tide  ! 

“Oh  ! Life — how  ])leasant  is  thy  morning  ! 

Young  Fancy’s  ray©  the  hills  adorning. 

Cold,  jiausing  Caution’b  lessons  scorning, 

We  frisk  away, 

Like  schooll «■»}>'  at  tlio  expected  v.arning 
To  joy  and  i'lay. 

“We  v.’anfler  there,  we  wander  hei-e, 

We  eye  the  U'seniH.n  ih*'  hrier, 

Fnmiii'lful  tliar  the  thi>rn  near 
Among  liif  ieavt'S  ; 

Althongh  the  puny  wound  apjiear, 

Short  while  it  grieves.’’ 
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All  observant  young  lady  declared  with  meaning  signi- 
ficance, “If  that  sleighing  had  lasted  a little  longer,  sonic- 
thing  dreadful  would  have  liappeued  ! ’’  Perhaps  slie  re- 
ferred to  the-used  up  condition  of  the  horses,  or  the  licalfh 
of  the  young,  or  patience  of  the  old.  The  sleighing  cer- 
tainly lasted  long  enough  to  become  liistorical. 

And  yet  the  year  has  but  one  wedding  to  commemorate. 
Eleventh  month,  16th,  1876,  ' John  Thomas  to  Kate 
Vichers  of  Baltimore.  Here  we  gain  a sister  without 
hnng  a brother.  Only  one  this  time,  but  just  wait  till 
next  year! 

In  the  field  of  pleasure,  as  in  the  field  of  labor,  the  old 
and  the  young  occupy  a different  and  contrasted  place, 
but  oiir  next  leaf  unites  both, — all  ages,  without  distinc- 
tion, in  the  grave.  Ko  difference,  no  separation,  there  I 

5th  month,  8th,  1876,  the  remains  of  Anna  >Stabler  were 
brought  from  Philadelphia  and  laid  in  Leawood  Ceine- 
tery.  The  deceased  deserves  more  than  a passing  mention. 
Her  energy  in  the  performance  of  duty  was  remarkahle 
Uiroiigh  life,  and  the  conscientious  care  which  she  took  of 
)ier  Jiiotherless  nieces  and  nephevrs  will  long  be  gratefully 
remembered  by  them.  Among  her  active  cntcrpriMS 
the  cause  of  education  obtained  the  most  earnest  efforis; 
and  wliile  engaged  in  the  labors  of  a boarding  school,  it  is 
worthy  of  memorizing  that  the  first  stage  run  from  this 
neighborhood  to  Laurel  was  started  by  her  about  the  year 
181 — . It  made  weekly  trips,  and  was  justly  acknow  1- 
edged  to  be  a great  accommodation.  In  the  latter  }>ari  of 
lier  life  her  health  gave  way  and  her  mind  was  clouded. 

7th  month,  18th,  Howard  t^tablor,  after  a sad  and  dd-- 
tj'essing  disease,  died  beiure  reaching  tlie  nihhiic  }>oiiii  oi 
life. 

8th  month,  5ih,  Samuel  Hiller,  of  Alexandria,  died  a.I 
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the  house  of  his  nepliew,  AVarwick  P.  Miller,  and  was 
buried  in  tlie  stone-walled  enclosure  of  his  family  burying 
ground.  In  a quiet  way  he  had  led  an  active  life  for 
more  than  tlic  full  span  of  man;  his  friends  many,  liis 
enemies  fev;  or  none. 

9th  month,  2d,  Caroline  B.  Scott’s  mother  died  at  her 
house,  after  a short  illness,  having  come  to  live  with  her 
daughter. 

lOtli  month,  29th,  Harriet  Hidings  departed  this  life  at 
a very  advanced  age,  surrounded  by  all  her  children.  A 
blameless  life  and  conscience  void  of  offence  were  liers. 
The  first  obituary  record  of  this  histoiy  is  of  the  death  of 
her  husband. 

12th  month,  27th,  Anna  Holland  passed  away  very  sud- 
denly, to  the  spirit  land.  Her  death  was  a great  shock  to 
her  family  and  friends. 

„2d  month,  20th,  1877,  “The  dear  little  infant,”  its 
grandmother  writes,  “ closed  its  eyes  in  dreamless  sleep, 
at  Norwood,  after  a few  hours’  illness.” 

Second  month,  2ist,  1877.  The  same  pen  writes, 
“Deborah  Paxson,  sister  of  Charles  Jddings,  died  at  his 
house,  struck  down  in  a few  days  by  a strange,  severe  ill- 
ness. She  had  lived  with  her  husband  many  years  in 
California,  and  they  were  spending  the  winter  at  Iliverside. 
She  was  a very  lovely  and  attractive  woman,  and  much 
respected  by  all  who  knew  lier,  following  her  aged  mother 
after  a short  interval  to  the  same  s])irit  land,” — the 
“ Beautiful  Land”  (friend  Aloore  well  ex])resses  it),  for  she 
w’as  certainly  one  of  those  who  mnl-e.  fhis  cnrtli 
even  when  lying  wra!)t  in  ia  r shr"mh  snewn  witii  w])itc 
Hoovers,  tir  emblems  of  rlie  purity  and  loveliness  of  the 
form  they  covered  and  the  soul  gone  up  to  heaven. 

Third  month,  21st,atOak  Grove,  Hannah  Birdsall,in  tlie 
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seven  ty-foiirtli  year  of  her  age.  The  present  writer  remem- 
bers forty-live  years  ago,  wlieii  first  he  began  to  be  intei-estcd 
in  looking  at  such  groups  of  human  beings,  that  the  three 
sisters  Sarah,  Ilannali,  and  J^ydia  resided  at  l^lount  Airy, 
assisting  in  dispensing  the  known  liospitality  of  tlieir 
father,  Bernard  Gilpin.  The  sisters,  as  is  tlie  destiny  of 
women,  were  widely  separated  for  many  yeiirs ; Hannah 
returned  to  her  old  neighborliood  and  the  society  of  her 
elder  sister,  sharing  with  her  the  dutiful  attentions  and 
tender  cares  of  near  relatives  and  friends. 

The  number  of  deaths  this  year  is  unusually  large;  of 
whom  seven  only  belong  to  the  statistical  record  of  this 
neighborhood.  Xumber  of  births,  8. 

Some  miscellaneous  contributions  from  one  of  my  associ- 
ates arc  very  properly  annexed  to  the  foregoing,  as  per- 
taining to  the  annals  of  tlie  Centennial  year. 

On  alternate  First-Day  evenings,  meetings  arc  now  held 
in  rotation  at  the  liouses  of  several  friends,  and  afu-nded 
by  a large  and  appreciative  class,  coming  to  listen  to  lliblc 
readings  and  expositions,  chiefly  by  Edward,!.  I'kinpiliar. 
IThis  outcome  of  the  First-Day  school  ap)>ears  to  have 
been  kept  up  Avith  a spirit  and  interest  characteristic  of  a 
revival.  Collections  are  being  made  for  repairs  to  tin* 
Meeting  House,  not  before  they  are  wanted. 

AVe  conclude  Avith  a list  of  persons  visiting  the  “C-m- 
tennial”  from  our  neighborliood,  pre})ared  by  Mary  1C 
Thomas.  Of  these  visiting  friends  the  Stabler  family  fur- 
nished 30;  the  Miller,  18;  HalloAvell,  15 ; Tliomas,  15; 
tlie  l>rooke  family,  II;  kloore,  13;  Farrjiihar,  Tf  ; h-u, 
llnGilitin,  ]0;  iCnnhO;  Srhofield,  7 ; Beutitv,  7;  KG:, 
fi;  danriey,  5 ; Iddiiigs,  5;  Fllicot t,  1 ; Foberts,  roti-.n, 
Hopkins,  fStone,  Scott,  Chapdlee,  Hall,  Holland,  eaeb  7: 
Magruder,  Snowden,  Hartshorne,  each  3;  lAgg<  F,  da<dc- 
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son,  Taylor,  each  1 ; comprising  in  all,  215 ; witli  many 
colored  persons. 

Enthusiasts  consider  this  a record  of  honor. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

From  Fourth  ]Montii,  2d,  1877,  to  Fourth  Month,  1st,  1878. 

Progress  of  tlie  History  — The  story  of  1 lie  world  — Repairs  of  the 
Meeting  House  — Its  great  iiifiuence  — Increase  in  wheat  crop 
— “ Dear  Old  Fogy  ” — h^avors  of  the  season  — Former  remark  - 
able seasons — Our  Rank  — Teleplioue  instead  of  telegraph  — 
Steam  at  Hrooko  Grove  Mill  — Improved  roads — Immigration 
of  Baltimoreans  — “ Human  degradation  ” — First  step  to  co- 
operation— FilHi  IMontii  Quarterly  Meeting  — The  Book  Club 
— Improvements  in  schools  — The  Lyceum  again — Agricul- 
tural College  — Preachei-s  — Sweet  marriage  ceremonies — Cliar- 
acter  of  the  obituaries  in  this  History. 

The  suggestion  made  by  Francis  Miller  at  our  Animal 
Meeting  fifteen  years  ago,  that  a “Historian  should  be 
appointed  to  make  a record  of  neighborhood  eyents,’’ 
seemed  at  the  time  to  some  of  us  a mere  fancy;  but  it 
was  regularly  carried  out,  the  yearly  record  growing  by 
degrees,  from  nine  pages  up  to  twenty;  sometimes  written 
on  loose,  detaclied  loayes,  and  neyer  in  a condition  adapted 
for  presoryation.  Seyeral  members  of  the  Lyceum,  among 
vvliom  H.  Gilj)iii  Stabler  is  rcurieiiibered  as  most  actiye, 
became  dissatisfied  wifli  tbesituation  ; and  it  was  resol yed a 
yearago  that  tbese  sketches  cont;iined  matters  of  permanent 
iuto;v^t  to  tlic  lamlli'^s  of  S-ndv  Spriuc^  neiixhborhood.  In 
accordance  wiili  tliat  resuluiio)!,  a handsome  and  durable 
bound  yolume  has  been  procured  from  Cusliings  & Dailey, 
containing  TOO  pages,of  which  tliepreyioiis  sketches  occupy 
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just  200,  leaving  the  same  number  to  be  filled  with  future 
history.  The  back  and  sides  of  tlie  book,  which  is  now 
your  property,  bear  the  inscription,  suggested  by  IT.  C'. 
Hallowell,  in  letters  of  gold,  ‘^Annals  of  Sandy  Spring.’' 
Thus  raised  to  new  dignity,  tlie  work  of  your  historian 
demands  increased  care  and  pains.  Just  consider  t)ie 
situation ! it  is  certainly  a novel  one.  The  writer  has  now 
to  address  an  audience,  many  of  whom  in  the  early  days 
of  the  History  were  too  young  to  understand  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  word.  They  have  grown  up  under  the  intlu- 
ences  of  a period  fuller  of  change  than  any  other  since  tlie 
world  began:  new  views  of  life,  its  objects  and  pursuits, 
and  especially  of  its  pleasures,  are  naturally  theirs;  wliilu 
the  lessons  of  experience  which  comprise  the  chief  })rac- 
tical  benefits  of  history,  are  less  likely  than  ever  to  secure 
their  proper  authority  in  the  3'outhful  mind.  When  tnid 
as  it  might  be,  and  sometimes  is,  history  is  by  no  means 
wanting  in  entertainment,  which,  liowever,  is  never  its 
chief  purpose ; and  tliose  who  take  it  up  with  such  view 
arc  very  apt  soon  to  lay  it  down.  “I  don’t  want  to  study 
history,”  said  a brigiit  boy  of  ten  years  old  to  liis  aced 
}>arent;  “ tell  me  al)Out  tlie  things  tliat  hap})cned  wlu.  n 
y-ou  were  young  I ” All  right,”  replied  the  fatlier,  -Mhai 
will  bo  History;  tlie  most  imjrortant  and  interesting  events 
of  common  life  make  up  tlie  best  part  of  that  grand  stmly  ; 
the  best  and  most  instructive.”  J will  close  this  preface 
with  a short,  solemn  extract: 

Tlie  story  of  the  world  lias  yet  to  be  written.  Pray 
you  that  have  children,  not  that  they  be  strong,  or  cK  ver, 
or  comely,  or  amb.itions,  or  wealthy  ; but  th.al  tiny  lan-i 
sense  to  know  how  to  live!'’ 

ddiis  is  tlie  science  of  sciences;  all  studies  should  1".- 
auxiliary  to  that. 
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The  first  event  noted  in  tlie  minutes  kept  by  the  his- 
torian refers  to  the  central  })oint  of  the  neighborliood  and 
to  tile  repairs  made  there.  The  roof  of  the  meeting 
hoiise^  -wliicli  liad  sheltered  it  for  sixty  years,  was  replaced 
with  new  shingles,  and  the  ceiling  of  the  interior  made 
sound  and  safe  wdtli  fresh  plastering  where  required  in 
consequence  of  injury  sustained  from  the  leaky  roof. 
Who  of  tliose  here  present  will  see  that  the  next  roof 
is  put  on  ill  proper  time?  The  moral  of  this  event 
seems  to  be^ — and  you  all  know  your  historian  is  nothing 
if  not  allowed  to  moralize — that  we  who  sit  reflecting 
below  tliat  roof  may  remind  ourselves  that  things  which 
are  old  are  not  always  venerable. 

Asw'as  stated,  this  year's  narrative  begins  at  tlie  centre; 
yes — for  it  is  simply  a historical  fact  that  yon  building, 
now  of  brick,  formerly  of  timber,  is  originally  and 
essentially  the  central  point  of  tliis  peculiar  neighbor- 
hood. AATthout  it — I mean  without  the  injluenccs  which 
erected  and  sustained  it,  and  wliieli  have  been  sustained 
by  the  administration  of  its  proper  otiice— there  w'ould 
liave  been,  douijtless,  a community  in  this  part  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  but  one  ditfeivnt  from  this.  .Sandy 
Spring,  witli  the  peculiar  features  that  mark  its  char- 
acter, would  never  have  existed.  The  efforts  and 
sacrifices  made  to  advance  toward  a higlier  life,  an  im- 
provement infinitely  more  valuable  than  houses  and  land, 
are  due  to  the  high  social,  moral  and  religious  principles 
of  the  founders.  Whatsoever  advantages  are  now  possessed 
were  built  upon  that  only  sure  Ibumlation  ; and  whatso- 
ever hope  can  be  ju'ily  ent'-rtainod  of  tlieir  Cimt  in  nance 
and  [iregiV"  depemk  U]*.'U  the  degr-e  in  wliicli  thc>se 
princi])les  shall  be  substantially  niuinLained.  Principle.'^, 
I say,  not  fonos  that  necessarily  vary  with  the  passing 
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years;  changes  in  them  are  essential  to  growth,  and  there- 
fore to  life;  bnt  life  and  gi’OAvtli  depend  upon  the  sound 
heart. 

It  is  ]>roper  to  mention,  as  connected  with  tlie  ^Meeting 
Ilonse,  the  purchase  for  a hundred  dollars  of  a piece  of 
land  adjoining  it.  Our  careful  managers  have  shown  a 
proper  foresiglit  in  this  matter,  and  our  people  v.'ere 
reasonably  quick  to  respond  with  the  necessary  supply  of 
funds — being  more  prompt  than  in  the  case  of  the  roof. 
Thus  one  improvement  suggests  another;  it  is  only 
necessary  to  make  a good  beginning. 

It  is  usual  to  make  early  reference  to  the  experience  c>f 
the  past  year  in  regard  to  farming-  operations,  as  being  the 
chief  interest  of  a inaierial  character.  Beyond  question 
tliat  interest  centred  this  year  on  wheat.  It  begaii  a 
year  ago.  A mischievous  speculation  took  t]]o  ]>riee  up 
last  April  above  the  point  where  it  could  be  sustained.  A 
fev:  lu’olited  by  it,  while  the  chief  miscliief  was  soua-tl 
uYay  in  Die  fanners'  minds  by  inducing  very  many  fn 
drdine  a fair  ])rice  in  the  fall,  hoping  tliat  a rise  would 
occur  again  this  spring.  At  tlie  present  writing  the 
ajupearance  of  such  good  fortime  is  not  nnir  so  bright  as 
the  ai'peaiamce  of  the  growing  wheat  and  the  almost  un- 
precedented show  which  it  makes  for  a good  crop.  Ov  iug 
to  early  sowing,  and  the  vronderful  mildness  of  the  scuson 
(up  to  a very  recent  date),  we  have  now  in  the  wh-  ai 
lieids  a growtli  of  stem  and  leaf  which  may,  ] wrh a ps,  I'-.* 
considered  superfluous.  It  looks  very  beautiful  now ; 
Avhether  the  luirvcst  shall  be  in  proportion  must  be  left  (<> 
tin,*  next  cha])tcr  to  relate.  Evpej’ience  is  .mid  to  '■>’ 
cfunsr  it;  hut  vX]»eriviice  is  sonietiJ;u.s  an  o;o 
ihuiigii,  in  the  long  run,  a very  dear  old  fogy,  h'or 
reason  Avliicli  Las  not  been  ‘Satisfactorily  as.dgned,  the 
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wheat  crop  of  last  year  was  lai’ge  in  almost  all  parts  of 
the  country;  the  same  may  he  said  of  most  other  crops, 
the  single  failure  being  in  apples.  And  notwithstanding 
some  disappointments  in  the  matter  of  price,  the  agri- 
cultural outlook  has  been,  and  is,  brighter  than  usual. 
Health  generally  good — weather  never  finer — and  spirits 
(if  you  look  at  the  younger  and  more  numerous  class) 
higher  than  ever  before  in  tliis  part  of  the  world.  This 
fact  is  the  more  remarkable  as  there  was  no  sleighing  to 
speak  of;  a merciful  dispensation,  doubtless,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  health  and  horses. 

Although  the  subject  of  weatlmr  has  been  fully  treated 
statistically,  it  may  be  inlere^sting  to  record  that  the  season 
is  a very  forward  one,  and  to  make  some  comparison  with 
former  seasons,  I copy  liere  a few  records  from  my  diary 
of  the  year  18-12. 

^‘January  1st.  We  liave  liad  by  far  the  finest  Aveather 
througli  tliis  month  that  I ever  kncAV.  February  28th. 
I must  repeat  of  the  winter  just  gone,  that  never  in  my 
recollection  have  we  been  favored  Avith  so  much  fine 
AAnather.  J\Iarcl)  3d.  A most  beautiful  Spring  day  ; the 
robins  sing  lively;  grass  getting  (piite  green  ; lilacs  show- 
ing considerable  leaf.  H arch  4th.  Tliermometer  nearly 
80°.  March  10th.  A little  peach  tree  in  front  yard, 
Avitli  south  ex|)osure,  lias  full  bloom  on  it.  Apricot  is  in 
bloom.  IMarcli  20th.  Damson  and  cherry  come  out  very 
full.  xVnemone  in  bloom.  For  nearly  a Aveek  in  the 
early  part  of  this  ( .Marcli ) month  Ave  sat  Avilhotit  fire.’’ 
So  far  the  mild  climate  was  unprecedented,  but  on  “the 
20th  of  l\harch,  tliermomotcr  fell  to  20°,  Peach  blossoms 
kilh'd  in  nuinv  ’places.  On  lie.' 31st  the  A\ii;d  blew' lii.iu- 
like.  A}’ril  lOih.  The  sea.-^on  has  made  very  lilile  iiro- 
gress  in  the  past  two  weeks.”  Put  on  May  1st  (still  in 
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3 842 ) I Avrite:  Nature  wears  to-clay  sucii  a dress  as  would 

accord  with  the  poet’s  prettiest  fancies  about  ^lay-I)ay. 
TJie  locust  is  coming  out  in  bloom.”  The  presum]>t  ion 
tliat  people  must  be  interested  in  a theme  Avliicli  tluyv 
talk  so  much,  is  my  excuse  for  dwelling  on  the  sul\ject  of 
the  weather  so  long.  Certainly  it  passes  through  strange 
modifications,  as  will  be  proved  by  records  carerully  kepi, 

I believe  that  in  great  business  centres  people  look  to 
tlie  banks  as  an  index  of  the  situation,  showing  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  general  prosperity.  It  can  scarcely  Ir- 
claimed  that  our  Savings  Institution  has  ac({uired  as  Vt  t 
all  the  high  pee, vers  and  functions  of  banks.  Being  only 
10  years  old  (the  first  meeting  to  organize  it  was  held  on 
22d  of  February,  1808)  and  not  meddling  with  the  critical 
business  of  discounts,  its  intlnencc  is  of  course  limit-’d, 
teat  so  tar  as  it  has  gone  the  indications  of  success  are 
favorable.  The  amount  due  deijositors  increased  during: 
the  }>asi  year,  in  round  numbers,  from  SjTO.OOO  to  ssogioo. 
Xotwithstanding  the  distressing  failures  eYer\wlieri‘ 
of  savings  banks,  and  onr  lowering  of  inteivst  iVom 
0 lo  5 ]X‘r  cent,,  the  amount  withdrawn  during  ihe  pn-i 
month  indicates  not  the  least  diminution  of  {umrauurt* 
among  the  people.  Tlie  Bank  is  on  a solid  fc-undatiou  : 
its  Directors  have  learned  useful  lessons  in  finance  in  tlf 
past  ten  years,  and  to  say  that  its  oilicers  are  honest  men 
is  only  to  say  what  everybody  knows.  Nothing  is  nejuiri-fi 
but  a voni liiuc. nee  of  cunjhlence  to  establish  this  lu.'ii- 
tnlion  on  a.  basis  of  ])ernianent  nsc'fulness,  widt  ning  grad, 
ually  every  year,  ami  stinking  its  roots  dee}>er  as  it  grtCA  -. 

During  the  past  year  we  ha\o  to  note' a Si-riou--  hi-  --  m 
ttic  iaeihiie-  el'  luhjreuurse  wiili  lhouul>ide  W'-rld.  1 
Vt  esteni  Fniun  has  removed  the  t(-legra])li,  \'  hit/h  xiult'  u 
served  our  purposes  of  hiisiiiess  conveiiienee,  and  the  lUfie 
IG 
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precious  object  of  keeping  up  instant  communication  with 
dear  and  distant  friends.  Xow  this  losing  advantages  is 
smiiething  we  do  not  like  at  all.  It  seems  like  going 
back/’  which  clops  not  belong,  and  never  has  belonged,  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Sandy  Spring,  whose  honest  pride 
and  stirring  aspirations  point  naturally  forward.  It  is 
some  comfort  to  know  that  the  ])rivation,  however  much 
to  be  regretted,  is  not  from  any  weakening  on  onr  part. 
We  are  no  more  responsible  for  the  undoing  by  the  Tele- 
graph Company  than  for  the  not  doing  by  the  Ik  & 0.  E. 
E.  Company  of  what  the}"  often  promised  should  be  done,, 
Thf  Eailroad  has  fallen  hito  troubles  never  anticipated, 
so  we  must  let  it  off  for  awhile,  trusting  that  <a  way  will  be 
found  to  su])ply  the  longed-for  communication. 

But  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  a cheering  exhibition  of  an 
enterprising  spirit  has  been  afforded  recently  in  a.  siinilai' 
direction  to  that  we  have  lost;  an  affair  wholly  got  up  by 
our  Sandy  Spring  boys.  The  Telegraph  set  up  by  people 
from  outside  is  taken  away;  the  Telephone,  which  is  to 
the  Telegraph  as  Eapiiael  to  a house-painter,  luis  been 
erected,  actually  placing  in  closest  and  tenderest  connec- 
tion the  two  historical  mansions,  Sharon  and  Brooke 
Grove. 

Happy  is  the  man  or  the  neighborhood  that  never  looks 
to  another  to  do  vdiat  can  be  done  by  the  energies  at  home. 
It  were  something  wcndliy  the  i-eputalinn  of  Sandy  Sjjriug 
to  produce  a telephone  connecting  with  the  nearest  tele- 
graph station  of  the  B.  & 0.  Eailrotid,  provided  that. such 
an  enterpidse  should  be  found,  aflor  making  a prudent 
est  imate  of  cost,  to  In)  witlnii  onr  ri-ach. 

in  close  \icinity  to  the  ojicraimg  teie]!hoii.e  anoilior  re- 
cent exhibition  of  energy  is  judling  away  in  nit  her  hauler 
tones,  d’he  junior  ])artncr  of  Brooke  Grove  Mill  Inis 
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added  a steam  engine  to  the  water  power.  We  entertain 
a lively  recollection  of  repeated  Hoods  in  that  stream  the 
past  season,  causing  such  destruction  as  to  induce  ilic*. 
neighbors,  wlio  could  not  afford  to  dispense  with  the  use 
of  tliat  mill,  to  turn  out  and  make  a frolic  of  repairing  the 
dam.  Those  floods  of  the  autumn  of ’7'7  left  their  mark 
on  many  a wheat  field  and  common  road. 

The  statement  has  often  been  repeated  that  nothing 
shows  a better  spirit  at  work  for  the  benefit  of  a farming 
community  than  the  improvement  of  its  roads.  In  this 
respect,  more  than  usual  has  been  done  the  ])resent  year. 
The  Ashton  turnpike  is  kept  in  excellent  condition,  ^\  hile 
individual  contributions  have  been  made  toward  oilier 
roads.  A peculiar  act  of  benevolence  was  manifested  hy 
a private  gentleman  who  placed  a tliousand  dollars  in  the 
hands  of  another  private  gentleman,  for  the  improvement 
mainly  of  the  Laurel  road,  being  extended  also  to  tlu^ 
centre  of  the  neighborhood.  The  donor  of  the  heii'-racliou 
was  John  Miller,  not  long  a resident,  wlio  ])iii  it  into  the 
right  hands  when  lie  gave  it  to  Caleb  Stabler,  'fids 
affair  well  deserves  a place  in  the  history  of  a rural  ctcu- 
munity,  reflecting  as  it  does  nearly  equal  lioimr  on  h’oih 
gentlemen. 

Before  leaving  the  narrative  of  improvements  (anmug 
which  must  not  be  forgotten  a fine  barn  on  the  ‘-marn'r.'’ 
whosehnilding  was  compared  to  the  blossomingor  ‘‘Junali's 
gourd’'),  it  is  pleasant  to  mention  an  addition  to  ilu‘ 
neighborliood  of  another  sort — one  to  wliich  Saiuly  >prin4 
lias  olten  been  greatly  indebted  for  tlie  estimation  in 
uldch  its  social  qualities  are  lield.  The  family  of  C.- 
bile  iienry  d’yst.'U.  v lio  vais  eloselv  counect'.  'd  \\  ii  li . 
].'eo})le,  have  come  among  ns,  v,  nether  for  jicnnai!' m 
settlement  or  not  it  is  too  soon  to  del  ermine. 
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Tliose  adilitioiis  and  improvements  constitute  'wduit  may 
be  termed  tlie  bright  or  ‘ulay-side”  of  the  history. 
Unfortunately,  tliere  is  always  a dark  or  night-side  too; 
and  as  trutli  forms  its  whole  value  and  highest  fpniiity, 
the  latter  cannot  be  wliolly  omitted.  You  must  Jiot  fall 
into  the  natural  error  of  supposing  that  the  night- 
side  ” here  meant  is  intended  to  apply  to  the  tujming 
of  night  into  day  (or  day  into  night,  which?)  by  young 
folks  in  pursuit  of  pleasure;  tlnit  belongs  to  another 
concern.  What  is  now  meant  refers  to  the  doings  of 
tramps,  and  of  native  pilferers,  worse  than  tramps,  whose 
nightly  performances  abnost  keepnp  witli  honest  business. 
In ’the  early  part  of  the  year  some  stc})S  Avere  taken 
towai’il  forming  an  association  for  the  suppression  of 
tliese  nuisances.  But  that  remains,  as  it  has  ahvays 
been,  a most  difficult  undertaking  to  accomplisln  It 
would  seem  that  the  progress  in  science,  morals  and 
liumanity,  in  all  that  most  elevates  a community,  only 
sen'es  to  Aviden  the  chasm  that  separates  betAveeu  tlie 
vicious  and  the  virtuous  classes,  rendering  it  more  dif- 
ficult to  devise  effective  means  of  redress,  such  as  Avill 
not  shock  theliigher  pi’inciples  of  Christianity.  The  Con- 
Aeniion  Arhieli  met  in  Jlaltimore  last  winter  to  consider 
these  questions  failed  to  present  any  sort  of  acce})table 
legislation ; indeed,  the  remedies  }uoi)osed  Averc  worse 
than  the  disease.  I ap])cnd  an  extract  Avliicli  contains 
a sentiment  that  ouglit  certainly  to  go  doAvn  to  posterity 
as  being  llie  principles  of  Sandy  Spi’ing: 

1 1 liman  degradation. — In  casting  the  vote  Avhicli  de- 
feated tlio  whi])ping-]uosl  1)111  in  hhaiiucky,  tlie  rdeutenant 
Cnvcrnor  lait  Ids  deeisivm  uii  tie::  hrciid  grouml  ih-.t 
ljumardty  is  already  too  much  degixided,  and  that  no 
amount  of  saving  in  Cl'iminal  expenses  Avould  Avarrant 
the  St.ite  in  promoting  human  degradation.” 
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With  tliat  golden  extract,  and  another,  tliat  Error 
oftener  the  cliild  of  ignorance  tlian  of  evil  intent,”  h*t 
ns  ‘‘pass  into  tlie  sunshine,  out  of  the  shade.” 

If  our  neighhoriiood  is  inoi-e  disiluguished  for  any  onn 
thing  than  another  it  jnust  he  for  tlic  number  of  its 
Associations.  I suppose  it  is  also  generally  understood 
iliat  all  these  had  their  origin  in  the  old  Farmers’  Club. 
The  discovery  was  then  made  that  it  is  a pleasant  thing 
to  come  tog'dher  and  discourse  on  subjects  of  common 
interest,  enjoy  a good  supper  and  get  home  to  our  finiiiies 
in  good  time,  Beliold  the  programme  containing  all  ti>e 
essthitials  of  a rational  and  successful  rural  association; 
tliis  being  modified  to  suit  circumstances  (too  much 
modified  in  the  last  particular),  has  formed  tlie  basisof  all 
tlie  successful  efforts  at  social  combinations.  The  hesiefits 
resulting  from  that  first  step  toward  co-operation  can 
scarcely  he  told.  Without  the.  Cluh  of  would  th*  re 
have  been  a iMutual  InsiiraT}ce  Company  of  ‘4'^:  a 
lA’ceiim  of '*58;  a Turnpike  of ‘fiO;  a Savings  Hank  of  5;.^-; 
and  the  wliolo  host  of  delightful  and  protitah-le  assoei- 
ations  of  hotli  sexes,  which  form  a large  part  of  <'ur 
'social  existence?  Certainly  tliis  is  a tihumpluini  ilhis- 
tration  of  a great  historian’s  assertion  tlmt  })rogres.-ive 
Imman  civiliza.tio7i  is  the  result  of  learning  to  act  togeilier 
for  a common  end.” 

Tliere  is  so  much  of  interest  and  instruction  in  Hu' 
career  of.  different  societies,  in  observing  the  variou- 
features  that  distinguish  them,  their  successes  and  oer:i- 
sinjial  failures  and  tlie  causes  thereof,  I am  inclined  t.i 
olfw  the  sngge.- t’ou  tliat  caeli  permam  nr 
should  liave  a hi.Aorian  for  its^df. 

So  much  is  lost  because  it  is  impossible  for  one  |':'ivcu 
to  discover  wliat  is  said  and  done  worthy  of  laaau'tl  in  ii;'‘ 
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various  assemblages.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  the 
“assistant  historian/^  wlio  suggests  that  it  would  be  well 
to  have  the  help  of  correspondents  in  different  portions 
of  the  neighborhood  to  gritlier  up  interesting  occurrences, 
so  that  notliing  may  be  lost.  With  the  aid  actually  fur- 
nished I am  enabled  to  note  down  the  following  several 
particulars:  The  Quarterly  Meeting  held  for  the  first 

time  in  the  5th  month  is  described  “as  a very  good  one; 
we  were  highly  favored  in  doors  and  outside  too;  the 
weather  being  very  pleasant,  and  the  country  appeared 
beautiful,  dressed  in  its  early  green.”  But  it  is  added, 
“the  attendance  was  much  smaller  than  usual.”  The 
change  of  season  for  holding  it  not  being  satisfirctory,  the 
former  date  is  to  be  restored  in  the  6th  month. 

There  has  been  an  omission  hitherto  in  noticing  the 
existence  of  a circulating  library,  known  as  “ The  Book 
Club.”  This  addition  to  the  reading  material  is  said 
to  be  “in  healthy  condition,  v/ith  twenty-eight  members.” 
The  idea  had  got  about  tliat  it  was  composed  chiefly  of 
works  of  fiction;  but  this  could  scarcely  be  the  case, 
else  the  term  “healthy”  would  not  apply.  There  should 
be,  of  course,  a fair  admixture  of  instruction  and  enter- 
tainment in  such  libraries;  but  the  success  of  this  Book 
Cdiib  certainly  confirms  the  view  held  and  carried  out  by 
the  founders  of  the  old  “Sandy  Spring  J.ibrary,”  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  not  nccessai’y  to  include  works  of  fiction, 
because  a sufficient  sup}>ly  would  be  sure  to  find  their 
way  into  this  lively  neighborhood. 

From  books  to  schools  is  a natural  transition.  Our 
BubHc  Seliool  enjoved  for  a wliile  ilie  valuable  services  of 
an  exceiloiiL  }Oung  man,  (.<eorge  W.  Israel  ; although  liere 
for  a short  time,  he  seemed  to  dro})  very  naturally  iiito  the 
social  circle.  On  the  subject  of  schools  there  will  prob- 
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ably  be  something  farther  to  record  at  tlie  next  annual 
meeting.  In  passing  from  it,  I take  pleasure  in  iioticing 
a delightful  little  ^lay  party  with  which  Lizzie  Loud 
brightened  up  her  youtliful  pupils,  and  their  friends  too. 
Oh,  you  school  children  of  ihese  days  ! How  is  the  })ath  of 
learning  bordered  for  you  with  flowers  I — contrasted  with 
the  thorny  road  your  predecessors  had  to  pursue  in  old 
times,  how  thankful  you  ought  to  be  ! Assuredly  it  is  an 
improvement  which  cannot  fliil  to  be  twice  blessed  ; first 
in  the  character  of  the  child;  again,  and  for  life,  in  that  of 
the  woman  and  the  man. 

The  historian  of  the  neighborhood  speaking  in  this  hall 
cannot  avoid  giving  due  place  in  his  truthful  narrative  (o 
the  aflairs  of  the  Lyceu]u  itself.  To  leave  tliat  out  were 
indeed  to  play  Jlamlet  with  the  part  of  Hamlet  omitted.'’ 
One  of  my  assistants  sho^vs  a proper  anxiety  (though 
speaking  in  rather  an  apologetic  strain)  lluit  we  shuuM  all 
be  reminded  of  the  various  useful  services  rendered  by  iliis 
building  during  the  past  year.  Although  the  ball  was 
prevented  from  putting  on  the  sweetest  aspect  of  beauiv 
which  it  ever  wnars,  owing  to  the  temporary  suspension  of 
the  Horticultural  Exhibition,  yet  we  had  the  annual  ('on- 
vention  of  the  Farmers’ Clubs,  wdiich  showed  no  abat<^- 
ment  of  general  interest.  The  Dairy  Association  con- 
tinued its  quarterly  meetings,  and  the  Centennial  Debating 
Society  with  unflagging  spirit  kept  up  their  discussions 
in  such  manner  and  u])on  such  questions  as  to  extend  tie* 
interest  outside  these  walls.  Its  last  meeting,  to  whiidi 
the  pulilic  were  admitted,  was  well  attended,  and  ihe  d.  - 
Cision  arrived  at  that  “ Vngland  is  wi-cng  in  nad-”  • ' 
wiili  tlie  Turko-lius.sian  aifair,”  will  be  confirmed  by  ti. 
majority  of  the  American  ]>eople — though  Ifarl  If.aeons. 
field  sees  the  question  in  a dillerent  light.  'J’he  Ih-eddeut 
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of  the  Lyceum  performed  ]iis  part;  lie  secured  promises 
from  able  men  to  deliyer  lectures  here,  but  wisely  con- 
cluded not  to  expose  them  to  the  mortifying  ordeal  of 
empty  benches.  Our  young  folks  seem  really  not  to  haye 
time  to  attend  lectures ; other  entertainments  are  more 
attractiyc  now.  The  repetition  of  “Buck  Fanshaw's  F uner- 
al'’  brought  crowds,  but  then  a blind  man  was  the  speaker, 
and  it  is  a duty  to  assist  the  blimk  These  sarcastic 
remarks  arc  unprofitable ; facts  are  the  historian’s  proper 
business,  and  to  them  1 propose  to  confine  myself.  The 
Lyceum  has  latterly  fallen  off  in  aecomjdishing  the  pur- 
^ poses  for  which  the  building  was  mainly  erected.  These 
purposes  are  clearly  set  fortli  in  the  definition  of  the  word. 
"Worcester’s  Dictionary  giyes  four  definitions  of  “Lyceum,” 
eyory  one  implying  “ an  institution  for  literary  or  scientific 
instruction  and  iinproycment.”  Wlnle  these  objects  were 
designed  by  the  founders  to  be  kept  in  tlie  forefront,  there 
was  no  thought  of  excluding  the  idea  of  entertainment. 
For  those  who  believe  that  amusements  occupy  a rightful 
and  important  place  in  the  education  of  human  beings,  it  is 
only  when  they  interfere  with  the  improvement  of  the  mind 
orwitli  luailth  of  body,  or  with  other  duties,  that  any  objec- 
tion can  be  jnoperly  made.  In  the  case  of  our  Lyceum 
no  objection  is  made  to  anything  done  Avithin  its  Avails, 
but  for  Avhat  has  not  been  done.  It  must  be  acknoAvledged 
that  the  advocates  of  amusing  entertainments  can  make  a 
very  strong  case  in  tlieir  favor.  According  to  reports  of 
the  Treasurer,  the  finances  of  the  Lyceum  company  had 
run  ft)  very  low  ebl).  Obliged  to  borrow  money  to  ]riy 
ncce<;>a-y  t-xp'-nsi/s.  ii  vas  r(-lirsed  IVam  ibis  sad  condilion 
by  the  kind  olliees  of  the  lively  and  nourishing  socieiv 
called  the  Sociable,”  whose  distimruished  efforts  not  only 
reliovod  us  from  debt,  but  left  us  with  a comfortable  sur- 
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plus.  From  this  it  would  appear  tluit  tlie  eflorts  of  the 
Lyceum  to  give  insiriiction  were  rewarded  witli  in^olro/ri/ ; 
amusemenfs  brouglit  weaKh  and  ])ros])crity.  Does  ir  leR 
remind  you  of  the  cpiestioii  lately  stirred  up  tbroiiLrh 
the  State,  relating  to  the  Agricultural  College?  AVhile 
endeavoring  to  teach  agriculture,  it  fell  ‘‘  over  head  and 
ears”  in  debt ; transferring  its  efforts  to  the  preparation  of 
boys  for  West  Point  and  tl\e  Xaval  Academy,  it  now  exults 
in  entire  freedom  from  debt,  with  triumphant  success  in 
all  respects,  excepting  the  one  object  for  wliich  it  was 
built!  Perhaps  the  parallel  drawn  between  the  Lycmim 
and  the  College  is  scarcely  fair.  The  only  coni])]aiut 
which  can  be  made  of  the  former  is  that  spices  and  season- 
ing are  being  used  in  too  great  proportion  to  solid  viands 
that  afford  nourishment  essential  to  true  life.  So  far 
from  objecting  to  the  late  evening  entertainment  whicii 
thronged  this  hall  up  to  if  not  beyond  its  utmost  capacity, 
tlie  judgment  of  your  historian  regards  the  inlliiema*  of 
music,  which  formed  a princip.al  part  of  tlie  novelty,  as  ;i 
favorable  element  introduced  into  our  modern  .'ociciy.  A ■ 
it  is  not  apprehended  that  the  cultivation  of  tliis  one  of 
the  fine  arts  is  likely  to  be.  carried  to  any  great 
among  us,  let  it  be  welcomed  to  its  pro])er  ]>iacc.  ••'fhe 
possession  of  a faculty  is  the  divine  warrant  for  its  ex-  r* 
eise,”  and  tliC  many  of  us  v/ho  do  Jial  possess  it  lia\e  oisly 
not  to  try  to  exercise,  nor  to  condemn. 

One  more  suggestion  regarding  oiu*  Lyceum.  In  it' 
early  days  a full  atteudauce  was  secured  by  clis})osing  cf 
tickets  to  a lecture  course,  at  tlie  commeucemeiir  nf  ih*- 
seu'-on.  1 .ot  us  use  the  same  metbod  again,  h'brrf  i.' ’ci.'- 
tliing  so  divine  in  hicuUu  pursuits,  it  ^vli: 

do  to  slight  their  paramuiint  claims.  ILrecl  the  u\ ej  - 
ing  streams  iii  the  minds  of  the  rising  geuenititm  in'" 
worthy  channels,  and  all  will  be  well. 
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It  is  a natural  transition  to  pass  from  moralizing  to 
preaching;  and  it  seems  entirely  proper  to  refer  to  tlie 
discourses  of  two  ministei-s,  who  favored  us  during  tl^e 
past  year  with  no  commonplace  sermons.  The  first  was  a 
lady  friend  from  West  Chester,  Pa.;  lier  communication  was 
remarhahle  for  the  beauty  and  propi'iety  of  its  language, 
a.nd  for  the  earnestness  with  which  slie  urged  the  duty  of 
taking  wise  care  of  our  bodily  health,  and  of  every  good 
gift  from  the  Heavenly  Father  which  tends  to  promote 
the  hapjtiness  of  life. 

The  other  discourse  was  by  Sunderland  Gardner,  wlio 
expounded  with  great  clearness  the  simple  fundamental 
principles  of  our  Society,  impressing  with  deep  conviction 
their  full  sufficiency,  if  properly  maintained,  not  only  as 
a guide  through  tlie  paths  of  duty,  Imt  as  a means  of 
evolving  and  developing  all  the  better  powers  of  our 
nature,  up  to  the  highest  perfection  of  which  they  are 
capable.  Tlie  opportunity  of  listening  to  such  teachers 
is  one  of  the  noteworthy  events  of  the  year. 

Another  occurrence,  so  agreeable  to  the  present  writer 
tliat  lie  can  in  nowise  refrain  from  I'ecording  it,  was  the 
meeting  last  oth  day  at  his  house  of  the  “Ladies  Associ- 
ation for  iMiitnal  Improvement.” 

The  allusion  to  tliese  eighteen  excellent  women,  all 
save  three  in  the  present  possession  of  liapjiy  husbands, 
o]»ens  a clear  Avay  to  congenial  events  next  to  be  recorded. 
The  predictions  made  a year  ago,  of  the  profnible  conse- 
(picnces — at  \enst  sequences — of  all  that  winters  sleighing, 
were  to  a certain  extent  verifieil — there  being  three  marri- 
ages lo  record  : 

I'ViiirUi  inonili,  lOih,  joi';,  Samuel  lhi})kins  to  baity 
Smitli.  The  blow  was  sofieneLl  to  her  friends,  in  tliat 
the  sweet  bride  was  not  taken  entirely  out  of  their  social 
circle. 
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Tenth  month,  ISth,  1877,  Granville  Farquhar  and  Fatty 
Thomas.  The  hundred  witnesses  of  the  digniHed  and 
beautiful  ceremony  by  which  tliese  two  “ took  eacli  other 
as  loving  and  faithful  companions  for  life,  witli  mutual 
declarations  of  perfect  equality,  forming  the  truest  fuumla- 
tion  for  permanent  happiness,’’  agreed  that  they  h.ad 
never  seen  this  Avedding  surpassed. 

First  month,  10th,  1878,  xVlban  Frooke  and  Sarah 
Pleasants.  This  number,  three,  for  marriages,  has  never 
been  exceeded  in  our  neighborhood  in  tlie  last  15  yeai  s. 
Only  three  births  Avithin  the  year;  less  than  lialt  the 
average  number. 

In  Avriting  the  obituary  notices  Avhich  form  an  impnri- 
aiit  part  of  these  records,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  our  his- 
torian to  state  a few  leading  traits  of  character  known  to 
liim,  Avliich  may  serve  to  recall  tlie  deceased  to  your  mimls 
and  to  leave  a pleasant  and  true  impression  of  the  depart'  . i ; 
without  illusiA'e  coloring,  ‘Mo  keep  their  memory  green." 

J’dfth  month,  23d,  1877.  The  lirst  name  on  the  nmnnn 
fill  death-roll  is  Mary  Chalfant.  Few  cliildren  o}‘  li  r 
age  among  us  had  excited  so  Avarni  an  interi'St  in  lite,  ai-d 
so  much  sincere  grief  in  death.  Tears  from  niaiiy.  r’. r.n 
tliose  not  connected  by  near  relationsliip,  beiiewed  h r 
grave.  Yet  sad  as  it  Ava^  to  lose  her,  it  is  a pleasur.-  an  1 
})rivilegc  totliink  of  lier,  not  as  *'•  lying  under  the  dai-i' 
but  as  a little  fairy  dropjied  down  into  the  dull  pn  eiie  ' - 
of  the  village,  and  brightening  them  up  with  a trainn!:i 
gleam. 

Seventh  month,  20th.  JIow'  wide  apaid,  h.ow  strain'-  ly 
distinguished  are  the  marks  on  wliich  druFi’s  an-n'.-m 
succession  bill  I Flizabeih  r,!ea;:anls  d-q-arird  a-  w.  ^ 
a lingering  and  painful  illness.  Jmng  aJllicted  and 
tressed,  slie  had  been  unable  of  late  years  to  oecii]>\  tu- 
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place  in  gene  ml  society  which  slie  once  adorned.  Only 
those  whose  acquaintance  dated  back  to  periods  of  the 
‘Oar  pasi,'^  could  fully  appreciate  her  qualities  of  gentle- 
ness, lively  wit  and  intelligence,  delicacy  of  feeling  and 
crystal  ])nrity,  never  exceeded  in  any  person  we  ever  met. 
IVliile  we  live,  tlie  inflnence  of  her  quiet  spirit  will  ]iot 
pass  from  earth  ; emotions  of  deep  tenderness  will  ever 
rise  at  tliC  mention  of  her  name. 

JSiintli  month,  7th,  Benjamin  Hallowell  closed  his  long 
and  useful  life.  If  that  picture,  looking  down  on  me  with 
its  benevolent  expression  as  I write,  could  speak,  I believe 
it  would  sa}q  “Write  no  more;  let  that  simple,  notice 
suflicel’’  But  when  we  remember  how  closely  this  emi- 
nent man  was  identified  with  our  neighborhood,  it  seems 
natural  and  proper  to  give  his  memory  a fitting  recogni- 
tion in  the  “Annals  of  Sandy  Spring.”  It  was  here  he 
brought  the  first  fruits  of  his  labors  in  the  great  cause  of 
education;  and  it  was  liere,  after  that  life-work,  exerted 
for  many  years  with  all  the  strength  of  his  powerful 
natuiu,  and  crowned  with  distinguished  success,  here  lie 
retuj'iied  wilh  the  ripe  fruits  gathered,  to  continue  while 
life  siiould  last,  serving  Cod  and  man  as  “truth  opened 
the  way,”  Here  liis  remains  rest  niKler  tlie  overshadow- 
ing  })f)plar,  near  those  of  liis  i\hy;garet — his  life  conqianion 
— whom  lie  had  loved  so  long  and  so  well. 

A gifted  son  of  genius,  now  resident  in  England,  writes 
ilihs  of  tiie  impression  made  on  his  mind  by  tlie  man  whom 
lie  had  learned  to  revnri-ncc  long  years  iiefore.  It  aflbrds 
me  much  satisfaclion  to  fnd  a place  foi'  part  of  liis  letter 
in  the  ju’eseiit memorial.  He  wiltes  from — 

I.OXDOX,  October  22d,  1877. 

Y DiVUi  Mrs.  i\in.Li:R: — 1 have  just  heard  of  your 
beloved  ami  revered  father's  death,  ami  cannot  forbear 
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writing  you  to  say  how'  deeply  I feel  this  event.  All 
sorrow  at  the  death  of  such  a man  as  Benjamin  Hallo- 
well  is  overarched  with  a bow  of  hope.  He  remains  so 
immortal  in  our  grateful  liearts  that  we  cannot  think  of 
his  life  as  closed  and  ended ; lie  only  rests  from  his  labors, 
as  ice  knew  them ; and  where  our  owm  weak  wisdom 
valued  him  so  much,  wn  cannot  think  the  Great  Wisdom 
will  value  him  less,  but  much  more. 

After  long  years  of  contact  with  sects  and  their  dog- 
mas, I find  that  at  last  I have  a creed — and  it  is  written 
in  such  lines  and  hearts  as  your  father’s.  The  faith  that 
can  ])roduce  such  men  is  the  faith  for  me.  AVith  one 
Benjamin  Hallowell  I wdll  outweigh  all  the  tlieologies 
ever  written.  Dear  old  Sandy  Spring — how  I love  it  1 

I have  over  my  table,  in  a frame,  sent  from  India,  one 
leaf  of  tile  Holy  Bo  Tree”-— the  tree  under  which,  it  is 
Siiid,  Buddha  sat  down  a Prince,  and  at  last  rose  up  a 
Prophet,  an  Eniightened  Teacher,”  5U0  years  before 
Christ.  As  I look  at  the  leaf,  it  seems  to  be  transformed 
to  many — to  an  old  oak  grove  witli  Sandy  S})ring  Meei  ing 
House  in  the  centre.  There  I sat  down  a MethoJ.isi 
preacher,  and  rose  up  with  faith  in  “ tlie  Inwanl  Jdglit.” 
We  must  all  leave  our  own  Bo  Tree  before  we  can  inver- 
ence  that  of  another;  and  though  I am  not  a pro])]i-‘t, 
nor  very  “enliglitened,”  I can  see  the  light,  and  as  Paul 
savs,  ‘Hollow  after.” 

[Signed]  U.  1).  Conway. 

Last  on  the  list  of  the  valued  dead  of  the  year  is  Sarah 
'^r.  Broolce,  ivho  closed  a bhimeless  life,  of  nearly  S3 

ihe  <)!’ tlie  lUlli  month,  1S?7.  S’le  was  ihronglie-.i 
life  a goorl  woman,  wlio  tried  by  exam}»le  and  preeepi  i-' 
<lo  what  she  thought  was  right.  Failing  health  con  lined 
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her  to  the  house  some  time  before  her  death.  Slie  had 
always  lived  in  her  native  place. 

In  closing  np  such  a document  as  the  foregoing,  there 
are  sure  to  be  left  some  loose  ends  to  gather  up,  of  inter- 
esting facts,  omitted  in  their  proper  place.  One  that 
comes  up  noAV  is  a very  recent  enterprise — a printing 
press  of  A.  G.  Thomas,  which  already  exhibits  such  neat 
Avork  as  to  deserve  tiie  encoiiragement  Avhich  it  can 
scarcely  fidl  to  receive. 

The  Avord  Avith  us  still  is  Omvard ! 

As  the  “Kutting,”  alias  ‘‘Montgomery  County  Tich- 
borne  case,”  Avas  noticed  in  a previous  Oliapter,  as  an 
element  of  threatened  disturbance,  it  is  gratifying  to  state 
that  it  ended  as  all  sucli  cases  ought  to  terminate — in 
smoke. 

Another  striking  feature  of  the  past  summer  and  fall 
was  the  reviA-al  of  athletic  exercises  in  the  most  intense 
form  of  base  ball. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1874 

Marriages, 

0 

Births. 

9 

Deaths. 

2 

1875 

3 

8 

2 

187(5 

1 

5 

6 

1877 

1 

8 

7 

1878 

3 

3 

4 

Total  last  5 

8 

33 

21 

Total  last  15 

33 

112 

61 

A A'crage  per  year 
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CJIAPTEPt  XVI. 

From  Fourth  Month,  1st,  18T8,  to  Fourth  Month,  7th,  1870. 

Census  of  the  Neighborhood  — Prosperity  aTid  adversity  — Tl)c  gr-'-at 
hailstorm  — A cold  May  — Failure  of  fruit — Stanmore  board- 
ing school  removed  to  llockland — Base  ball  vigorously  renew- 
ed— Celebration  of  Eliza  Kirk’s  birthday  — Pleasure  tours  in 
new  directions  — The  live  crops  abundant  — Eelief  to  yellow 
fever  sutferers  — A new  party  — Fears  for  the  corn  needless  — 
A bad  sport — Establishment  of  the  Benevolent  Aid  Society  ” 

— Election  at  Mechanicsville  — Bii-le  readings  resumed  — The 
Oysterman,  a welcome  arrival  — Bad  conduct  at  “ Sharp  St.” 
— Fire-crackers  banished  from  tlie  stores  at  Christnuis  — Big 
fires,  kindliest  assistance. 

Census  of  Our  Xeigliborbood/'  {Sandy  Spring iaken 
April  1st,  1879. 

Families.  No.  of  Persons.  Families.  No.  of  Perrwus. 


1 

Charles  II.  Brooke, 

6 

23 

James  Holland, 

4 

2 

James  Stabler, 

2 

2G 

Amos  Holland, 

3 

Roger  B.  Farquhar, 

7 

27 

G.  W.  C.  Beal!, 

4 

4 

William  S.  Brooke, 

4 

2S 

George  E,  Brouko, 

4 

5 

Roger  Brooke, 

6 

29 

James  P.  Stabler, 

7 

0 

Sallie  Brooke, 

3 

30 

Mary  G.  Tyson, 

8 

7 

Allman  G.  Brooke, 

4 

31 

Bernard  Gilpin, 

3 

8 

Mahlon  Kirk, 

G 

32 

Wiliiatu  H.  Farquhar, 

, 4 

9 

Sai’ah  B.  Farquhar, 

4 

33 

Alban  Gilpin, 

3 

10 

Richard  S.  Kirk, 

r, 

34 

Clara  Chalfant, 

4 

11 

Granville  Far(iuhar, 

3 

33 

Wm.  H.  Stabler, 

5 

12 

Dr.  Wm.  E.  Magruder, 

, 8 

3G 

Edward  Stabler, 

4 

13 

Hern\v  C.  Ilallowcll, 

9 

37 

Arthur  Stabler, 

o 

14 

Francis  Miller. 

G 

,3S 

Richard  T.  Bentley, 

[> 

15 

Joseph  Wctherald, 

5 

3t» 

B.  Rush  Itoberts, 

38 

Robert  S.  Moore, 

7 

40 

Charles  G.  Porter, 

4 

17 

Samuel  Bond, 

r, 

41 

Benjatnin  H.  Miller, 

5 

18 

James  H.  Stone, 

2 

42 

Philip  T.  Stabler, 

3 

19 

Josf'ph  T.  .^^oor(^ 

9 

41 

^Ci!liam  .Sohotleld, 

8 

20 

Will.  w.  Mo'.nq 

5 

ti 

John  SmiTi!, 

5 

21 

Robert  it.  Moon?, 

3 

4.) 

saiiy  Lea, 

2 

O) 

Caroline  11.  S('ott, 

7 

48 

Mary  ('hand lee, 

■j 

23 

Beiijaniixi  1).  Pnlnicr, 

3 

47 

Edward  lica. 

4 

24 

Petiuol  Palmer, 

2 

‘ 48 

Elizabeth  E.  Tyson, 

1 
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Families.  No.  of  Persons.  Families.  No.  of  Persons. 

49 

Cluirics  x\,.  Todings, 

5 

68 

5VilIiam  S.  Bond, 

G 

60 

Harry  T,  Lea, 

3 

69 

William  Kinnaird, 

4 

51 

Edward  C,  Gilpin, 

G 

70 

Gideon  Gilpin, 

7 

53 

'J'homas  J.  Lea, 

5 

71 

Francis  3'homas, 

4 

53 

I^pac  Rartsliorne, 

r> 

73 

John  Thomas, 

1 

54 

Harry  Sta'oJcr, 

4 

73 

William  John  Thomas, 

2 

5.5 

Georg-e  L,  Stabler, 

6 

74 

Edward  P.  Thomas, 

7 

56 

EdAvard  Pierce, 

5 

75 

Samuel  P.  Thomas, 

3 

57 

Sam’l  A.  Janiiey, 

8 

70 

Charles  Stabler, 

0 

5S 

Henry  Chandieo, 

o 

77 

Mary  P.  Thomas, 

3 

59 

Mahlon  C'landlee, 

3 

78 

Hetty  Stabler, 

6 

eo 

Samuel  Ellicott, 

4 

79 

Dr.  Edward  Iddings, 

6 

61 

,James  3.  HaUowell, 

7 

80 

Alban  G.  Thomas, 

5 

63 

E.  J.  Hall, 

7 

81 

LlcAvellyn  Nassey, 

5 

63 

Frederick  Stabler, 

5 

83 

Henrietta  Snowden, 

5 

et 

Kobert  N.  Stabler, 

8 

83 

Walter  H.  Biooke, 

6 

65 

Asa  M.  Stabler, 

7 

81 

Samuel  Hopkins, 

3 

66 

Warwick  P.  ^Miller, 

11 

85 

Thomas  Lea, 

3 

67 

William  Lea, 

5 

Families  85. 

No.  of  Persons  407. 

An 

important  ])art  of  the 

! history  of  a people  is  contained 

in  information  of  a statistical  cliaracter. 

In  order  that  statistics  should  be  of  proper  value,  they 
must  possess  definiteness  and  precision.  It  may  he  justly 
claimed  that  a considerable  degree  of  care  has  been  exer- 
cised in  drawing  up  the  stateifients  made  in  this  volume 
of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  vith  other  statistictil 
matter  ])ei1aining  to  “our  neighborliood  still  there  has 
prevailed  all  the  time  a slight  degree  of  indefmiteness  in 
regard  to  the  exact  names  and  number  of  the  individuals 
of  v’lioin  “our  iicighl)orhoodc '■  is  really  composed. 

In  accordance  therefore  'with  the  spirit  of  progress 
Avhich  ve  claim,  it  has  been  thought  by  your  historians 
advisable  to  pre])are  a regular  census  of  the  ))eople  referred 
to  all  along  iri  our  Sketches  of  Sandy  S]>ring.  The 
lines  tluit  iiicliide  them  are  lines  neither  of  sect  nor  pai'ty, 
of  latitude  noj'  luiigilude,  extending  from  Charles  If. 
Brooke  on  the  west,  to  Samuel  Hopkins  (m  the  east  ( hut 
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not  taking  in  all  between),  the  bonnclaries  being  of  a social 
cliaracter,  ra'ther  spiritual  than  material. 

The  work  of  this  census  was  not  without  its  clillicuUh.'S, 
such  as  are  ahvavs  exjxu’ienced  in  dr  airing  lines  of  this 
nature.  In  general,  it  was  thought  better  to  ayoid  the  ex- 
treme of  exclusiveness.  Of  course  the  performance  is 
imperfect ; but  from  long  experience  in  census-taking  (as 
you  know),  your  historian  ventures  to  express  the  opininn 
that  it  is  not  any  fuller  of  errors  than  are  most  other  cen- 
suses. 

The  observation  was  made  to  me  hitely  that  I would 
find  a great  deal  in  this  year  to  recount,  as  there  was  an 
idea  prevailing  that  the  current  of  neighborhood  aci  ivity 
was  running  with  more  than  usual  force  and  life  ; ])er!i;ips 
t)}is  is  tlie  case,  in  some  directions  it  certainly  has  bc'.’n 
]‘rosperity  was  mingled  with  a full  proportit>n  of  adversity. 
Wiilfin  a month  from  the  beginning  of  onr  “record  vear 
a most  disastrous  hailstorm  crushed  into  tlie  gr(jund  ti;c 
reasonable  hopes  of  some  of  our  best  fanners,  and  a nnauii 
before  the  end  the  still  greater  calamity  of  lire  stnn  k ois 
the  farmer’s  tenderest  spot — the  nolle  horse  and  liie 
cious  stored  barn.  The  year  belongs  to  the  category  ui 
those  that  arc  not  soon  forgotten.  Its  ample  hle—'inits 
showered  dovni  in  liberal  abundance  shall  have  their  }>!aee 
in*a  subsequent  paid  of  the  stoiw. 

We  know  that  time  is  not  measured  by  months  m arly 
as  practically  or  impressively  as  by  events;  “hifiy  y..,;n-' 
of  Europe  are  worth,  a cycle  of  Caihay.”  t^uhstit  c.u* 
‘•.Sandy  Spriiig’’ for ‘‘ Ivcj-ope,''  ivmembering  tint  m*':  - 
ing  is  in>>re  ]U‘ojnotive  of  }n‘ogress  ihan  the  Ihl:  ' • 

it,  we  can  nmke  out  a very  fair  exhibit  for  the  ar  ^ - ■ 
closed.  The  neighborhood,  has  certainly  been  acre,  .c.i  I 
life  is  activity.  Whether  it  has  alwavs  been  of  a bfitLlrnal 
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sort  is  a circiiiristance  yet  to  be  developed.  IIoAvever  that 
may  appear,  the  truth  still  remains,  that  all  pleasures 
Avhicli  promoie  neitlier  vigor  of  body  nor  elevation  of  mind 
are  a waste  of  that  energy  by  yhich  alone  progress  is  pro- 
moted. Your  historian  must  again  repeat  that  he  set  out  in 
the  beginning  to  make  his  record  consist  almost  wholly  in 
relating  the  essential  progress  of  our  beloved  neighborhood. 
Other  circumstances  were  scarce  worth  the  pains  to  record. 

It  affords  me  real  pleasure  to  follow  the  good  example 
of  my  senior  assistant  in  taking  up  the  story  of  each 
month  in  succession,  as  the  rolling  year  brings  one  after 
another  into  viev/,  into  (we  may  say)  the  materials  of  our 
life  ; for  so  it  is  made  up. 

I begin  these  notices  by  copying  the  first  minute  made 
by  the  junior  assistant,  wliose  mind  excels  in  portraying 
the  beautiful,  as  well  as  in  registering  with  precision  the 
actual  dates  and  events  of  the  record.  She  writes  : On 

the  morning  of  the  1-lth  of  the  4th  month,  I saw,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  5 and  6 o’clock,  a very  beautiful  and 
perfect  rainbow,  a,  rare  event  in  the  morning,  ddie  arch 
was  without  ahault.  I would  have  liked  all  my  friends  to 
see  it.”  Tlius  you  see  we  begin  with  that  most  beautiful 
of.  nature’s  displays,  beautiful  indeed,  but  oh,  so  tran- 
sient! Still  a lovely  omen,  this  bow  of  promise,  for  Avhat 
the  year  was  to  evolve,  promise  for  some,  while  soon  for 
others 

“ A tmnsient  form. 

Evanishing  amid  the  storm.” 

On  the  28th  of  this  same  moiuh  of  April,  1878,  occurred 
the  givat  Iraii.stornn  xvliich,  i>  Cvi’diiniy  entiiied  to  liave 
its  memory  ju'vsvrved  by  ilie  foliow  ing  description  made 
freshly  at  the  time.  The  account  is  from  the  j)eu  of  our 
junior  historian,  who  might  truly  say,  if  she  indulges  in 
Latin,  ^^rnfKjna  par.<  fui.'’ 
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On  Simclay,  April  28th,  1S?8,  occurred  the  most  terrific 
hailstorm  ever  known  in  this  latitude  by  the  present  gen- 
eration. The  morning  was  lovely  and  the  landscape  lay 
green  and  smiling  until  noon  ; the  sky  became  overcast 
soon  afterward,  and  clouds  of  a singular  brassy  tint  ap- 
])eared  in  the  southvrest.  In  a few  moments  a dense  gray 
wall  moving  swiftly  from  S.  W.  to  X.  E.  swept  over  a dis- 
trict of  eight  or  ten  miles  in  length  by  from  three-quarters 
of  a mile  to  a mile  and  a half  in.  breadth.  The  hail  fell 
for  nearly  half  an  lioiir  without  an  instant’s  cessation,  and 
during  inost  of  that  time  it  was  impossible  to  see  one  inch 
beyond  the  window  }>ane.  The  noise  can  only  be  compar- 
ed to  the  roar  of  Niagara,  persons  in  the  same  ]'Oom  hav- 
ing to  shout  in  order  to  be  heard.  Vthen  the  storm  ceas(*d, 
what  a scene  of  desolation  met  the  eye ! Wheat  tall  enougli 
to  conceal  a }'Ost-and-rail  fence  was  mowed  down  to  stubble 
on  a level  witli  ilie  lowest  rail  (it  put  up  stalks  atier- 
ward  that  produced  eight  bushels  of  v.dieat  to  tlie  acre); 
fruit  trees  heavy  laden  an  hour  before,  were  ]iot  only 
stri})ped  of  evei  y npple,  peach  and  pear,  but  in  many  casi-s 
not  a leaf  was  left;  gardens  were  as  bare  of  green  and 
growing  plants  as  a floor;  cattle  that  had  -waded  in  ]>as- 
ture  in  the  moiming,  stood  lowing  for  food  until  tliey  re- 
ceived their  supper  from  the  barns.  The  ground  wa.s 
covered  for  miles  to  a depth  vai-ying  from  four  inches  to 
two  feet,  and  hail  was  found  in  slicltered  places  one  and 
two  weeks  after  tlie  storm.  Most  fortunately  the  hail 
stones  were  of  moderate  size. 

The  loss  to  the  {‘oiiununity,  wliicli  siitlered  in  growmg 
crct'S  and  orc-hardg  (.-an  scarcely  be  estimated,  c<'ing  up 
ea;-ily  into  thousands  of  dollars.  The  principal 
amongst  those  includedin  thisdiistory,  were  William  Lea. 
William  >S.  Bond,  William  Kinmiird,  John  Thomas,  iL 
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liani  Joim  Thomas,  Dr.  F.  Thomas,  Edward  P.  Tliomas, 
Charles  Stabler,  A.  C.  Thomas,  Llewellyn  l\lassey,  "Walter 
Brooke  and  Samuel  Thomas.  (All  these  names  will  be 
read  with  increased  interest  in  future  years.)  Carriage 
loads  of  people  came  from  distance  of  miles  to  witness  the 
destruction.  As  the  seasoti  advanced,  the  stricken  forest 
put  forth  a few  leaves,  which  on  some  oak  trees  grew  to  an 
inordinate  size  and  of  singular  shape.  From  elevated 
points  at  a distance,  the  burnt  district,’’  as  it  was  termed, 
could  be  distinguished  far  and  wdde.  jSTor  must  we  omit 
to  mention  the  timely,  generous  assistance  in  farm  work, 
given  by  those  who  escaped  the  atllictive  visitation — 
friendly  aid  not  to  be  s])ccially  recorded  here. 

It  must  be  interesting  to  compare  the  hailstorm  of 
1(S78  with  one  that  occuiTed  in  1799,  also  witldn  our  neigh- 
borhood, as  recorded  in  a letter  written  by  Mrs.  Chandlee, 
the  grandmother  of  our  young  ladies  of  tluit  name,  under 
date  “ Black  Meadows,  5th  month,  2dth,  1799.”  It 
appears  from  the  writer’s  statemeni,  that  the  storm  broke 
out  in  the  evening  of  the  21th  of  i\Iay.  about  six  o’clock, 
“continuing  three-qmirters  of  an  hour  with  incessant 
flashes  of  lightning  and  constant  |)eals  of  thunder.  The 
devastation  of  timber,  loss  of  grain,  clover,  outhouses, 
gardens,  &c.,  is  almost  ]>ast  description.”  She  says  the 
trees  were  nearly  stripped  of  leaves,  many  having  merely 
the  stem  left  wltli  a browui  crust  around  it,  as  if  scorched 
by  the  liglitning.  Tlie  danger  to  the  house  wuis  very- 
great;  glass  from  the  window's,  and  the  hail  flew-  over  the 
house  in  such  a manner  that  t liere  seemed  hardly  a spot 
largt-  enongii  fw  lier  i^abe  and  lierscif  to  liiul  slielmr,  the 
roof  being  pan  biow'ii  oil. 

Tins  storm,  described  ip  tlie  letter  as  resembling  the 
• hurricanes  of  the  WTst  Indies  more  tljan  our  tempests, 
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appears  to  Lave  exceeded  our  hailstorm  of  last  year  in 
violence. 

Perhaps  you  have  now  had  a sufficiency  in  the  way  of 
storms;  but  iriy  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  descri];- 
tion  of  another  that  occurred  in  our  county,  a fewextraris 
from  wliich  will  serve  to  furnish  an  additional  comparison 
offered  by  these  interesting  natural  phenomena. 

The  hailstorm  referred  to  (according  to  the  account  in 
the  paper  of  the  day),  desolated  a tract  between  Iiockville 
and  Clarksburg,  breaking  out  on  Sunday,  the  7tii  of  .iiine. 
1818,  sixty  years  before  our  own.  ‘*lt  approached  friau 
the  southeast  accompanied  by  a confused  rumbling  noi,"'a, 
Fortunately  it  did  not  drive  much,  or  the  mischief  must 
have  been  much  greater,  as  some  of  tlie  liail  measnr-./d 
fourteen  inches  in  circiiinference ; a large  hog  was  seeii  to 
fall  dead  from  receiving  one,  and  the  l)acks  of  the  (.'attl* 
were  so  lacerated  as  to  cause  the  blood  to  run  down  t’n-.-ir 
sides.  Generally  tliey  wei'C  the  size  of  a goose  egg,  aiul 
were  of  irregular,  conical  form.  Some  farmers  liad  ilu  ;r 
prospects  blighted  in  seeing  their  towering  lields  (>f  urain 
laid  prostrate  to  the  earth.^’  (From  the  Federal  (iaz‘:'U 
and  BnUirnore  Daily  AdcerfF.cr.') 

I was  somewhat  sur])rised  to  see  in  the  advert isirsg 
columns,  tlie  notice  of  an  auction  sale  of  Alduniey  cows. 

Peturning  to  our  neighborhood  annals,  it  is  noh'd  liiut. 
the  month  of  iMay  was  a rather  remarkable  om*.  Ti.c 
weather  changed  cold,  so  that  the  early  }u'ogn-ss  c*f  lk<‘ 
season  was  interrupted.  Actual  frosts  produced  injury  m 
many  places;  but  their  chief  disastrous  eifects  were  uj^-u 
wliite  wlieat,  which  appears  to  liave  blossome<l  ;it 

crilieul  ['eriodmiud  was  tiiU'  cm  '-uiort  to  a <i'-gr 

ciemt  to  discourage  most  farmers  from  sowing  ii  ag.ou  iU 
the  following  autumn.  A gi;een  bug  (aphis)  swaruw<i  in 
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great  numbers  on  the  wheat  head,  producing  some  alarm, 
but  without  doing  notable  injury.  Tlie  worst  feature 
affecting  the  wlieat  crop  was  the  distressing  fall  in  price. 

June  came  with  continuing  abundance  of  moisture,  and 
cool  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  Tlie  apprehensions, 
which  our  farmers  had  been  abundant  in  expressing,  as 
to  the  prospect  of  crops,  were  gradually  removed ; a full 
crop,  barring  white  wheat  sown  in  corn  stubbie,  was 
harvested.  An  unusually  heavy  hay  crop  was  cut,  which 
had  throughout  the  year  an  extremely  depressing  effect 
on  the  market.  Abundance  prevailed  in  nearly  all  the 
main  farm  productions,  with  one  sad  exception,  whicli  was 
in  the  case  of  fruit  Perhaps  no  worse  exliibit  is  made  of 
that  great  article  of  comfort  and  luxury  in  any  part  of 
these  annals. 

This  month  was  brightened  to  a number  of  our  people 
by  an  interesting  mannage  that  took  place  at  Bloomfield 
with  numerous  festivities.  Boarders  came  from  the  city, 
though  scarcely  in  such  number  sms  usual ; and  our  young 
fiirmers  enjo3'ed  all  the  gay  recreation  recpiired  to  relieve 
the  monotony  of  hard  work.  The  close  of  the  month  of 
June  was  distinguished  by  the  final  breaking  up  of 
‘•Stanmore  Boarding  School  of  Girls.” 

■ July  is  regarded  by  my  statistical  correspondent  as 
being  “quite  uneventful  ” ; although  it  witnessed  the 
renewal  of  the  game  of  base  ball  with  renewed  zeal. 
Some  queer  difilculties  arose  in  the  preliminaries,  showing 
that  our  young  men. are  already  up  to  the  mature  poli- 
ticians. As  those  latter  use  jiarty -spirit  to  accomplish 
what  tluyy  jirofess  to  make  their  object,  namelv,  tlie  public 
good,  so  in  “ oillcei’ing  ilu/  iiine-A  did  the  iVunier  ennd^w 
the  same  unblest  means  for  spoiling  their  })leasure.  Party 
spirit,  alas!  luis  just  about  as  nmcli  to  do  in  good  govern- 
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ment  as  in  sportive  games.  Kone  the  less  Y\as  there  ex- 
pended in  yonder  pasture-lot,  agreeably  to  close  mallie- 
matical  calcnlaiion  of  the  “Correlation  of  Forces,”  an 
amount  of  nirscnlar  exertions,  which  being  converted  into 
another  form  of  power,  might  have  cut  and  secured  all 
the  harvests  of  the  neighborhood!  AVhether  this  is  to  )>e 
considered,  in  mecliaiiical  plirase,  a waste  of  power,  is  for 
you  to  judge.  A deliberate  conclusion  would  be— that 
sport  becomes  >vaste  of  power  just  when  it  jmsses  the 
point  where  it  runs  into  excess.  All  must  admit  that  the 
escape  from  serious  injuries,  by  bat  and  ball,  was  cause 
for  much  gratitude  and  satisfaction. 

The  1st  day  of  August  was  pleasantly  connneinoraied 
by  a celebration  at  Woodbiirn,  of  the  8dth  birthday  of 
our  much-loved  and  respected  friend,  F.liza  Kirk.  Her 
children,  grandchildren,  and  numerous  old  friends  were 
around  lier,  and  left  nothing  undone  to  bring  to  her 
aifectionate  heart  the  gratilicatioii  so  well  merited  hy  her 
long  and  useful  life. 

In  August  wawe  continued  the  tours  in  pursuit  of  health 
and  pleasure,  begun  in  the  preceding  month,  with  jm»re 
than  usual  satisfaction  to  several  parties.  The  \Trgii.ia 
springs  and  the  seashore,  aw'ay  up  to  the  island-mountain 
of  Maine,  w^ere  tlie  choice  spots  visited. 

By  the  end  of  the  month,  the  perfected  corn  crop  com- 
pletes the  almost  unprecedented  al>undajice  of  all  the  li\'.‘ 
chief  crops  of  our  neighborhood,  viz.,  grass,  wheat,  oats, 
coni  and  potatoes.  But  w'elcoine  abundance  is  aticndevl 
with  the  natural  accompaniment  of  loiv  })rices,  which 
takes  oif  considerably  from  the  satisfaction  of  tlm  pr^'- 
diicer.  It  seems  tliat  we  can  rarely  liuve  botii  blr,-  e.,;- 
at  once. 

Another  blessing  must  be  noted,  namely,  the  prevalence 
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of  good  lieaUh  among  ns,  whiie  the  South  ■west  is  so 
terribly  afilicted  with  yellow  fever.  Liberal  contribu- 
tions wej'c  made  to  relieve,  so  far  as  in  our  power,  the 
sulierings  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 

September.  Apprehensions  entertained  lest  the  corn 
should  not  harden  ; but  by  the  middle  of  the  month  it 
was  cut  and  ser  up  in  excellent  condition,  affording  ample 
time  for  preparations  to  sow  wheat.  A few  began  that 
important  work  in  this  month.  There  was  a decided  dis- 
position among  some  to  experimetit  with  new  fertilizers. 
AYlieat  very  steady  at  $1.00.  The  j\ew  Party,  got  up  to 
make  money  more  easily  and  expeditiously  and  abund- 
antly, attracts  notice  in  the  crowd. 

The  Horticultural  Pair  was  held  at  the  Lyceum,  after 
the  intermission  of  a year.  The  vegetable  exhibit  was  not 
remarkable  any  way  except  for  the  diminished  figure  cut 
by  the  pumpkin  tribe,  but  the  display  of  flovrers  gave 
shining  proof  of  the  increased  devotion  of  our  ladies  to 
thie  charming  department  of  liorticulture.  The  success 
of  the  Pair  as  shown  by  the  large  number  of  visitors,  and 
by  its  general  management,  Avas  every  way  encouraging. 

The  liistory  of  Septemlier,  18T8,  cannot  be  closed  with- 
out referring  to  tlie  establishment  of  ‘‘  Kockland  Boarding 
School  for  Girls,’’  wiiich  seems  from  its  position  and  man- 
agement rather  a transfer  of ‘LStanmore”  than  a Avholly 
new  concern  ; my  assistant  adds  that  ‘’it  was  liailed  Avith 
such  satisfaction  by  us  A'oung  mothers  as  to  deserve  special 
recognition.” 

October  furnished  less  material  than  usual  in  the  Avay 
of  gay  and  bi*iliiant  foliage  to  deck  tl\e  parlors  Aviih 
autumn  wivatlw,  but  it  was  guod  for  sowing  Avhcai,  dig- 
ging ]K)ta.toes,  and  commencing  the  husking  of  corn  ; the 
dryness  of  the  latter  disappointed  the  croakers  of  the  pre- 
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vious  month,  as  so  often  happens.  Those  useful  labors 
being  well  hnishetl,  uTio  shall  blame  us  for  iiidulgimr  in  a 
little  “high  sport’’  (?)  when  a party  of  “old  jnen  uud 
boys,  and  loving  frieTids.  and  youths  and  maidens  gay.” 
met  to  enjoy  the  excitement  of  a “bag  fox-cliase.”  Any 
one  desirous  of  information  as  to  particulars  may  hnov.' 
M'here  to  inquire,  but  they  need  not  go  to  the  genuine  old 
sportsman,  who  considers  such  fox  Ininting  like  box  jugeon 
shooting,  henmtli  the  cliivalnj  of  true  sport. 

This  month  was  signalized  by  the  establishment  of  “ ilio 
Sandy  Spring  Branch  of  the  Bemn'olcnt  Aid  Soci-ngv.” 
which  made  a good  start  under  the  presidency  of  ( ’arnlie'* 
II.  Miller,  and  being  conducted  almost  exclusively  l*y 
ladies,  increased  until  about  a hundred  names  wen* 
enrolled.  Meetings  were  held  twice  during  the  monrli 
throughout  the  cold  season,  and  it  is  believed  much  g<‘od 
was  accom])lished. 

Xovember  was  ushered  in  by  the  ]ierformance  of  ih^ 
great  civic  duty  of  voting  at  a new  place,  Mechanic^viil**, 
the  larger  part  of  our  neighborhood  being  thrown  ini**  t!:e 
newly  organized  eighth  district  of  the  county.  Tl.-  o- 
came,  or  were  at  liberty  to  come,  about  70  out  of  tii'- 
whole  number  of  voters  in  the  neigliborhood  ccnsu'.  i ia-ir 
political  sentiments  being  exjnessed  neaidy  thus;  no  r>‘- 
l)iiblicans,  10  democratic,  5 'Mhe  new  ]»arty.'’ 

A wide  circle  (>f  our  friends  was  shockod  at  lioa.ring  ‘0 
the  sudden  death  on  the  5th  of  this  month,  of  Anna  1. 
Hallowell,  widow  of  tlie  late  J.  Blgar  11  alio  well,  fm*  a 
number  of  years  she  had  lived  among  us,  endeared  to  v-.‘‘ 
hearts  of  her  relatives  and  numerous  IViends  hy  h«-r  y*' 
traits  of  charactci'  and  winning  lacc  tmd  m.n':  ..  • 
ddioiigh  not  properly  a re.-ideut  of  batuiy  Spring  i‘*r 
last  sixteen  years,  she  felt  so  near  and  dear  tiuit  we  mx<T 
IS 
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ceased  to  claim  her  as  one  with  its.  ‘^Her  place  is  kept’^ 
in  many  a warm  heart. 

In  this  month  were  resumed  the  bi-weekly  meetings 
for  Bible  reading  and  other  religions  exercises^  conducted 
by  E.  J.  Farqnhar,  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  II.  and  Sarah 
T.  Miller.  The  number  A^'ho  attended  with  considerable 
regularity  tvas  sufficient  to  produce  the  impression  that 
there  is  among  many  of  us  Avliat  may  be  termed  a ground 
swell”  of  fresh  religious  feeling.  Every  serious  tliinking 
person  must  desire  that  it  may  not  be  smotheredj  but  may 
find  the  proper  direction  that  Avill  conduct  to  peace  and 
tlie  higher  life. 

In  this  same  month  the  nvo  societies,  the  ‘MIebating” 
and  the  Sociable,”  recommenced  tlie  performance  of  their 
interesting  functions.  In  regard  to  the  success  of  the 
latter,  no  doubts  or  insinuations  are  admissible.  The 
croAvded  meetings,  the  high  style  of  literary  proceedings, 
declamatory  and  Avritten,  the  potver  it  lias  tAvice  exhibited 
to  fill  tills  Lyceum  hall  Avlien  it  gracefully  consents  to  aid 
some  struggling  effort  in  a good  cause,  liiially  its  manifest 
reluctance  to  adjourn  for  tlie  season,  all  tliese  are  clear 
indications  of  a brilliant  success. 

Ill  addition  to  other  pleasant  things  XoA'ember  has 
also  brouglit  round  the  oyslcrmroi  to  give  us  countrymen 
a taste  of  city  luxury — a AvMcome  arrmil,  but  of  course  it 
costs. 

December.  Early  in  this  niontli  occurred  a A*ory  ugly 
fracas  at  tlie  colored  people's  cliurch.  The  number  of  their 
young  men  going  round  Avith  nothing  to  do  is  becoming 
a source  of  inci-ea.'ing  concern,  though  nothing  could  be 
better  juiiii^liinenr  for  uiit*  guilty  of  the  gra\  ' ollonco  of 
knifing  a rival  than  a year  in  the  House  of  Correction, 
lately  uAvarded  by  our  Coiu’t.  As  *•  idleness  is  the  great 
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motlier  of  it  becomes  a matter  of  serious  mo- 

ment.tliat  the  employers  of  labor  sliould  look  roiiml  mor(‘ 
diligently,  and  exert  their  efforts  more  efficiently  to  lind. 
Y'ork  for  all  persons  seeking  labor.  This  is  a duty  wliu.'O 
neglect  Avill  insure  future  heavy  penalty. 

On  the  lotli  died  John  S.  Miller,  a citizen  of  Pliiladel- 
])hia,  of  whom  hoiiorable  mention  was  made  a year  ago, 
for  a large  contribution  to  repair  of  public  roads.  1 le  bad 
reached  an  advanced  age,  and  accumulated  a large  ])i’ojn‘rty 
which  Avas  divided  in  an  erpiitable  manner  among  hi-  ivla- 
tives.  So  considerable  Avas  the  amount  that  ought  to 
floAV  into  and  swell  the  current  of  Sandy  Spring  Imsim-s-’ 
activities  tliat  apiumhensions  Avere  entertained  by  some  of 
the  appreliensiA'e  sort,  lost  miscliievous  etfects  might  ari-o 
from  the  sudden  intlux.  It  is  proper  to  state  tliat  no  siich 
injurious  etfects  a]ipear  thus  far  to  have  been  ]in*dnceih 

Christmas  was  pronounced  to  have  been  nioiv  than 
usually  ([uiet,  esjiecially  aroimd  the  stores,  w host*  j)r<>|<re  - 
tors  manifested  great  and  di.-inteivsted  regard.  f«'r  tho 
]>eace  and  safety  of  the  community,  by  withdi-aw  ina"  •''.'•  ■m 
sale  all  fire-crackers,  torpedoes,  and  such  miisam-es  gc<‘U- 
liar  to  the  season. 

Another  reform,  Avell  Avorth  recording,  may  he  ('hune-di 
for  trie  holiday;  there  was  less  drinking  among  tho-*.-  who 
haA'e  been  in  the  practice  of  indulging  in  that  way.  h i- 
due  to  the  truth  of  liistory  to  state  that  this  impr«»v. 

Avas  attributed  by  certain  disbelievers  in  {u-ogiv-ss,  tr»  iia- 
fact  that  the  continued  low  prices  of  ))rodiU'e.  e.gK'oiaiiy 
of  hay,  had  left  people  too  poor  to  imlulge  in  dissij'an'Ui : 
if  it  Avas  so,  it  Avas  a blc.-sed  poverty;  but  flu*  id.ci  li;.  ; 
little  or  u<)  hiiiud:i!i>ai.  ('t.>ii>id..*rable  i<‘e  uu-  ■ 

away  in  Chrisnua.s  week. 

January,  I87h.  Tin's,  the  10th  motith  of  our  year,  wa- 
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distingiiisiied  for  a spell  of  very  cold  vreatoer.  The  ther- 
mometer sinking  on  an  average  through  the  neighbor- 
hood, ordy  io  iiiinus  3°  and  5°,  was  but  a partial  test  of  the 
severity  of  the  cold.  The  wind  makes  tlie  ■weather/’  is 
an  old  saying,  wliich  v/as  true  this  time.  The  frost-king 
managed  to  penel rate  cellars  and  potato  caves, 'with  dis- 
astrous effects.  Oil  the  other  hand,  ice  houses,  not  being 
large  enough  to  liold  all  the  ice  desired,  new  ones  were 
made  above  ground.  From  notes  made  in  this  month  1 
observe  it  stated  that  “ society  revives  in  full  feather”; 
frequent  parties  restore  the  social  character  of  our  young 
folks,  which  tvas  accused  of  a falling  off  iii  the  early 
part  of  the  winter 

Another  revival,  truly  worthy  of  the  name,  came  on  in 
its  turn.  The  Lyceum,  our  pride  of  former  years,  monu- 
ment of  our  earliest  edforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  intel- 
lectual improveimmt,  had  threatened  to  become  a monu- 
ment indeed.  Several  ])receding  ]niges  of  this  history 
com])lai]i  in  mournful  words  of  the  lukewarmness  which 
had  crcjit  over  our  better  aspirations.  Our  officers  had 
done  their  duty  in  making  elforts  to  provide  high-class 
eiitertainment.  The  people  would  not  come;  they  ap- 
peared to  grow  weary;  cloyed  with  such  substantial 
aliment  of  mind,  and  wanting  somcihing  of  lighter  sort. 
A new  }!lan  was  .used,  or  rather  an  old  one  revived. 
Tickets  were  sold  in  advance  by  interest  i]ig  little  children. 
The  elfort  was  a succe-’s  ; for  who  could  refuse  the.  cherub 
a])plicants?  Lectures  were  started  again,  and  went  on. 
On  the  16ih.  Hon.  Alonzo  Btdl  favored  us  witli  one  of  the 
lieahliy  sort,  worili  listening  to,  for  it  was  bracing  to  tb.e 
Soul.  Kvery  ]>le;!.-vd,  and  iiamy  ob'--rved 

*• 'This  is  indeed  an  old-iiuu^  i.yceum  audience";  for  the 
room  was  filled.  Other  successful  lectures  followed. 
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Capt.  Tyson,  a man  of  words  as  avcII  as  deeds,  but  uf 
deeds  surj)assino^  his  words,  displayed  to  a crowded  audi- 
ence at  tlie  next  meeting  in  February,  a graphic  pict  ure 
of  that  fascinating  Arctic  scenery,  vrith  tlie  still  moru 
moving  qualities  of  true  manhood  in  mastering  its 
dangers  and  terrible  sufferings,  in  a way  1o  fasten  the 
attention  of  old  and  young,  sedate  and  gay  ; also  the  best 
order  was  observed.  Interest  the  people ; they  will  listru). 

It  Avas  observed  throughout  this  exce}'tionally  severe 
Avinter  (as  Ave  must  continue  to  regard  it  ),  that  the  lu-a.hh 
of  our  ]K‘ople  Avas  remarkably  good  as  hnig  as  the  stoere 
cold  lasted;  so  soon  as  there  came  a partial  tluiAV,  catandrs 
and  neuralgia  began  to  be  A'^ery  preAuxlent,  Avith  tendency 
to  p]ieumonia.  But  AAuth  the  one  exce])tion  of  James 
Stone,  there  Avas  no  seA'ere  case.  Talking  the  year  thmugli. 
the  gvmeral  health  Avas  fairly  good.  The  preservation  of 
all  the  numerous  tender  children  is  indei^il  remarkable, 
and,  as  my  venerable  sister  justly  Avrites,  a cause  of  devout 
thankfulness.  But  Ave  luiA'e  to  note  an  unusual  numl>'T 
of  accidents ; six  IniA'ing  occurred,  d'he  sulferers  were 
Robert  R.  Moore,  from  the  stage  rutining  aAxay;  Cliar!'-s 
F.  Kirk,  from  the  horns  of  a horril)le  bull;  F.  1*. 
Thoinas,  from  Charles  II.  Burke,  a bmkeu 

bone;  LleAvellAui  Massey — and  a di'eadfiil  Avound  I'V  a 
gun  in  his  own  hand,  that  caused  the  death  «.f 
Frank  Sullivan  ; and  the  fall,  at  a later  date,  of  Rebee.-a 
Thomas,  not  severe,  but  slow  of  cure. 

Tlie  Convention  of  Farmers’  Clubs,  held  at  the  usual 
time  in  January,  Avas  Avell  attended,  ami  served  t«>  bnn'/ 
mit  the  various  qualities  of  tin'  res] >..•<•) [vo  fn!)os. 
amicable  com])elirioii  th.us  exhibitctl  a]q'oar<^'l 
amusement  Avithout  any  serious  o}>position.  More  im* 
portant  measures  Avere  started  by  a resolution  ur.mii- 
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monsly  adopted,  looking  to  a reform  in  the  management 
of  county  ailairs;  a rolling  stone  which  ap})ears  to  be 
gathering  mo.'^s. 

It  is  supposed  to  he  the  province  of  historians  to  record 
the  joys,  sorrows,  and  mis  for  times  of  others,  not  their  own. 
Noiv  it  is  the  singular  office  of  two  out  of  three  who  con- 
tribute to  these  annals,  to  tell  of  disastrous  events  aflect- 
ing  their  own  case. 

A fire  broke  out  in  January,  Avhich  threatened  to  de- 
stroy the  divelling  of  Edward  P.  and  Mary  B.  Thomas; 
it  was  checked  in  time.  On  the  last  day  of  Eebruary  the 
barn  of  Wm.  II.  Farquhar  ivith  all  its  contents  was  Avholly 
destroyed.  T'he  building  had  stood  for  GO  to  70  years; 
within  half  an  liour  it  was  reduced  to  smoke  and  ashes. 
Xo  reasonable  doubt  exists  that  the  source  of  the  mischief 
was  the  smoking-pipe  of  the  hired  man.  Ko  comment  is 
needed  to  enforce  the  lesson : Beware  of  pipes ! An 
attendant  feature  of  tliis  very  serious  calamity  well  deserves 
a more  extended  notice  than  I feel  able  to  give  it;  hefore 
the  flames  of  the  hay,  straw,  and  fodder  were  extin- 
guished, two  loads  icere  seen  coming  up  the  road  from  a 
neighhods  barn  or  stack,  sent  to  supply  the  remaining 
stock  with  necessary  subsistence.  One  liorse,  the  most 
valuable,  was  consumed  in  the  fire;  another  neighbor 
took  in  the  dry  cows  ‘Oo  keep  in  his  barn  till  the  grass 
should  come.'’  The  day  following  many  loads  of  fodder 
were  deposited  in  such  ((uaniities  as  to  elicit  the  inmark 
of  a relative,  that  she  had  never  seen  corn  groio  so  fast  as 
it  did  that  day  in  Uncle  William’s  barnyard. 

It  would  tal'e  more  room  r)U.  thcN’e  ])age>!  than  I Imve  to 
spare,  to  I'ocUc  t iu>  evidonces  ot  m-ighborly  kindness  whicli 
were  drawn  out  by  the  cabnuity.  And  it  would  l)e  ungrate- 
ful and  unjust  were  1 not  to'add,  that  the  kindm'ssos  were 
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by  no  means  limited  by  the  bounds  of  neighhorliood.  'When 
the  new  building  now  being  constructed,  shall  rise  on  (lie 
ruins  of  the  old,  its  figure  from  roof  to  foundation-stone 
shall  be  while  it  stands,  at  least  for  me  and  my  children, 
an  enduring  monument  of  the  brotherly  kindness  shown 
by  the  members  of  Olney  Grange,”  as  well  as  by  the 
nearer  neighbors  of  Sandy  Spring. 

The  record  of  the  year  touching  matters  of  business  is 
not  veiy  diflerent  from  the  country  generally,  only  rather 
less  depressed.  The  Savings  Institution  still  continues 
to  show  an  increase  of  deposits,  though  of  smaller  amount, 
with  a stronger  basis  than  a year  ago.  A test  of  the 
neighborhood  life  is  shown  by  the  o])erations  of  the  lV»st- 
Ofiice.  Samuel  Bond,  Assistant  Postmaster,  has  kindly 
forwarded  the  following  report; 

Duriiig  the  twelve  monthsending  April  1st,  1879,  were 
cancelled  S793  of  postage  stamps,  which  bting  rcducr(i 
to  single  letter  postage,  would  jnake  28,-133  letters  sent 
from  the  office,  but  of  course  there  were  circulars,  (‘ards, 
dm.,  included.  During  the  same  period  were  sold  here 
7085  postal  cards,  against  3400  sold  in  1874,  the  year  they 
were  introduced.  Of  money  orders  issued  during  the 
year  amounting  to  $2845,  sent  envay — $1287  sent  here-— 
excess  sent  out  $1558,  against  a difierence  in  same  direc- 
tion of  $1727  in  1871. 

As  anotlier  feature  showing  progress  in  our  neiglil'or- 
hood,  my  Junior  Assistant  very  ])roperly  suggests  tl)tit 
notice  should  be  iaken  of  the  great  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  cows,  which  slie  estimates  as  being  four  tina-s  as 
nuuK*rous  as  tliey  wore  ten  wars  ago.  A\<o  thi- 
opi’iiing  in  tlie  forests  alioi-diug  views  inoi>*  evt'-nd'-'i, 
besides  the  substantial  benefits  from  an  increase  of  arable 
soil.  Then  there  is  now  going  on  a planting  of  hedges : 


f I ^ 


ffi  ' YQXi.3  10  S^.U.'<CAk 

n ui  7/  hixhwioa  id 

r,M  tni*i  HuiN  Ji>1-/i>n  *tio?)xr<i^>d  vf^iu  ^(fil4i/»d  h-m 
M,i/>J>«-i^>jiidMt).'.a  <vi  fli<»i)  ‘yxiirtft  r.n  ,l>k'  *?dr 

' « }k(;  j j ivitii  ‘thi  '(^t  k>  vi  oiiili^  Old  ItiiilB 

• <(  ill  JfiiyilOKX ']^lint4t>A>  rtO 

^ fifft  •:•••.  Hit  ! low  m 7;hiI0*»  *h>  i-mit$i-.Hu  bili 

Jin>ld^bii  vA^i9a 

:.’  lo  -ladoilot  ti’rr  ofii  To  kiw-m  adT 

/ rikrmo  oh  Ixioi^nib  vio/  Ion 

IMUXIM’J  llllv  71  IT 

" -U\<.  Ht'  i » ilnufc'lo  Tn  ^«iiWor  tm  worf%  OJ 

..if  ’k'  U'ft  A 'IJ:>7  it  niwh  i ix^KHia  ii  f(if  «' 

w'lM  y<j.*  lo  *il|  c’d  iiff**ii-i  it  oTil  fxH)/l'SCMi d)^i7n 

)>  Ytkji'/i  r.lid  ,'i .'tsuni itev‘1  lojjiiTJi^  .ooinO 

K - ‘ odj-bof>'JKV/i()T 

>.l  liiMA  y)llS(i-)  -mU  ^ah»<l 

|]«>l#w  T>  byHoouKO 

..'  •rAiii.a  loiJvI  o) 

.ilni,J  ) lo  ifKl  ^ 

MV-.d  ]*1“H  j»uri<rq  A({|  v^itjiiid  .L-ibbloiii,  »»0’y.  ^■ 

.'  ■ y-iiij  ijrw  Wfi  .i  r?^i  af  litlsoq  oBOT 

■hW  ijiiiiftb  iiini'i  'ubiijii  7‘*rtom  10  .W.wl'OtJni  'm/r 
.-  ••avk  Vaik  •»)  'iiiiTaotirtiJj  wy  ■ 

-4w#ii.«  f>ai^  Mi  OfMia'i  ■«  >:^aox^  . 

, . .f'TBi  ni  iU)(l 

.^.0'  HI  ,:y.i|ivro.i![>  ‘riuluoi  r>cliofjM.sA 

dr. 'Tri/ib  ' r'd  lajMiib  ytii  ^liood 

;U!Pii  ai'ii*  Mtldi'*  Tti  Jiiuoila  *>uiiou 

■•-‘iiiiif  -„.!i  ’d  rj;  i f vdb  d’^rl  fr  v/oo  To  v>d 

., ' ■ ' '’  ’.fV.  .Mvi'f  ; «•'•■  '■!’<•»  ^1'  'p.'flT  <?'tt  siH»t  u*uxn 

' ■ ,9t  l„  .'/V  • uusi  ;v.’-  ri  >.t- .v^it ■ 7.I r ffi 

‘ vldt;;r5  Tp  itu  n^*i’t  If.iiiir.Ji^.ctiia  vii)  fcobife*)J 

1J4.1I  ^iiiJA.f'}  . no  valoi^  jiw^f  ti  mp'U  xr^T 


ANIMALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


212 

numerous  buv-\/indows  and  conservatories  are  added  to 
dn-ellings,  while  the  paint  hrusli  is  more  used  than  of  yore; 
all  of  which  are  tokens  of  improved  civilization.  Mention 
is  also  liiade  of  tlie  pleasant  incident  of  a ^‘house-warming 
enterlainment.'^  presided  over  hy  Mary  P.  Thomas,  which 
afforded  sympathetic  gratification  to  all  the  old  friends 
Avho  rejoiced  that  the  parents  had  come  into  such  agree- 
able quarters  in  their  declining  years.  At  the  very  close 
of  the  year  we  were  indebted  to  the  contractor  for  estab- 
lishing a new  mail.  That  “ lierald  of  a noisy  world  ’’  now 
comes  twice  a day;  when  1 was  Postmaster  it  used  to 
come  twice  a week. 

The  closino  pages  of  tliis  year's  liistory  have  room  for 
only  one  more  line — the  most  important  of  all. 

MTtliin  the  limits  now  defined  as  constituting  our 
neighborhood,” the  statistical  return  is:  marriages  2;  births 
14:  (9  boys  and  5 girls) ; deaths  1. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

From  Fourth  i^foNTir,  Tth,  18T9,  to  Fourth  Month,  5tit,  1880, 

The  lar<:;est  tree  — Chaiip:es  in  men  — The  spirit  remains  — A year 
of  action  — Xesv  Imildings — April  an  important  month  — Barn 
raising  — Pleasant  Quarterly  Meeting — Help  to  sick  harvesters 
— Eiirly  sound  of  the  steam  whistle,  for  threshing  — Xew 
games,  tiie  Arcliery — A new  Bible  class  — Xumerous  premiums 
at  Bockvillc  l^Mir  — The  Great  Cyclone  — Itcmarks  on  INfonthly 
Meeting  — Reflections  — Sanitary  facts  — l>r.  llartshornc’s 
Viook  — winter  — A house  warming  — Tlie  ladies’  success 
at  tl'.o  l,}-<’f'um — 'riio  1 !u;ns  (.'alend.ir  — Amanda  iK'yo  — 
Revising  the  Ihscipliue — Two  new  Sodetios  — Tlie-Farnmrs’ 
Club  conclude  to  usu  the  moonshine. 

There  are  many  trees  still  standiug  in  our  iieighhorhood 
which  wove  growing  wIkui  the  first  while  setnors  mad'* 
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their  way  gTadually  and  cautiously  along  what  is  no'.s' 
called  the  Laurel  road,  leading  tlien,  as  now,  from  the 
loAver  counties  where  settlement  began.  Tlie  clieuiuit. 
tree  standing  nearly  in  front  of  Cherry  Grove,  largest 
tree  in  this  part  of  tlie  country,  being  thirty  feet  in  girlh 
at  the  ground,  and  twenty-two  and  a half  feet  at  five  fet- 1 
higher  up  the  trunk,  probably  did  not  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  adventurous  tiavellers  nearly  two  cent ii rites 
ago,  unless  indeed  a panther  Avas  hanging  to  an  u[>per 
bough,  or  a bear  Avas  hugging  the  trunk  Avitli  arms  v.  hieh 
might  then  readily  enclose  it. 

The  appearance  noAv  presented  by  these  remains  of  tlie 
ancient  forest  differs  greatly  from  that  Avhicii  it  Ixu-e  w lien 
first  vieAved  by  the  eyes  of  our  forefathers,  Avho,  neverilie- 
less,  failed  to  perceive  the  changes  as  they  proceeded,  from 
one  year  to  another.  The  full  life  of  a tree  far  exceeds 
that  of  a man;  yet  eA'en  in  liis  case,  flic  cliange  annually 
produced  in  the  man,  althongh  really  greater  ilian  in  liie 
forest,  is  scarcely  ])erceptible,  or  at  least  is  apt  to  l»e,  deni^  d. 
by  him,  and  by  the  friend  Avdio  good-naturedly  etunpli- 
ments  him  A\ith  the  assurance  that  ‘‘he  is  Ic.oking  jn.-t  tiie 
same  as  he  did  years  ago.”  This  may  safely  he  calf  d a 
pleasing  delusion  on  one  side,  and  }icrhaps  an  innocent 
fraud  on  the  other.  For  all  the  time,  alike  in  the  man  as 
in  the  tree,  continual,  eternal  change  is  renau’sele'.'iv 
}>roceeding  oinvard,  Avith  results — not  Jiuw  t<j  lie  dc'crilad 
— the  time  inevitalily  comes  Avlien  neither  srlf-tlelu'C-ii 
nor  friendly  conpdiments  can  hide  the  uinvelcome  fa<  i. 
Such  is  the  law  Avith  every  indivldmd  thing  thai  ha-  liic. 
Some  writer.s  say  the  same  law  |n-cvails  with  na  ‘.••’u  : 
a.?!^'i!g  (t[  “ \ ria,  (iIa.m  T'C,  liomi , t.  artliaL  . ^ 

they?”  Modern  s./'ientisls  agreeing  vith  >ciijaiu--  u 
least  on  one  ]toint,  claim  to  ha\'c  settled  it  beyond  dncih:. 
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that  the  whole  iiiiiyerse  is  passing  and  hoimcl  to  pass 
through  the  same  career ; that  the  time  must  come  when 
‘‘the  Sun  himself  sliall  grow  dim  with  age,  all  Xadure 
sink  in  years*’;  hut  here  the  hard  and  pro})het,  inspired 
from  a higher  source  than  material  science,  come  in,  assur- 
ing us  there  is  that  “ which  shall  flourish  in  immortal 
youth, 

Unhurt  amidst  tlie  war  of  elements, 

The  wreck  of  matter  and  the  crush  of  worlds.” 

In  plain  simple  prose,  there  are  two  distinct  realities 
which  the  mind  has  to  keep  in  yiew,  if  it  would  arriye  at 
truth;  one,  obyious  to  the  senses,  consisting  of  things 
changeable  and  perishing ; the  other,  relating  to  something 
just  as  real  as  tlie  former,  but  requiring  the  use  of  a 
diflerent  part  of  our  nature  to  com]>rehend  and  appreciate. 
The  indiyidiial  ti’ee  dies,  but  the  priariple  of  life  remains. 
The  indiyidual  men  and  women  who  composed  tlie  nations 
of  Greece  and  Eome  are  not  to  be  found  tliere  now ; but  if 
it  is  asked  “ Where  is  the  spirit,  tlie  essential  part  that 
constituted  those  nations  the  true  answer  comes — “It 
is  here,  around  and  witliin  us,  in  our  books  and  our  liyes, 
ditfused  oyer  the  ciyilized  world  in  llie  things  that  make 
it  refined  and  beautiful,  as  well  as  in  the  hnv  and  order  es- 
sential to  its  goA'crnment.”  This  order  and  beauty,  like  all 
essential  principles,  belong  to  the  s})iritnal,  tliat  does  not 
])erish.  Eyery  real  existence  is  endowed  with  it.  TTiere- 
fore,  as  was  shown  on  a former  page  of  this  history  ( see 
CTia])ter  VTI  ),  tliat  this  neigliliorhood  is  such  a real  entity, 
an  existing  thing,  our  object  should  1)e  to  get  at  its  essential, 
its  spiritual  ])ari,  vvldeh  liieliit.h's  tlie  life  <>f  (lie  jilace.  and 
0)1  ichich  O'.pmuls  liar  pioba-m  u[  its  lawsent  c<>iKUla.>n 
and  future  destiny. 

It  ma\’  now  be  [lerceived  that  in  selecting  material  for 
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oiir  Annals,  the  principal  effort  is  to  describe  such  events 
as  appear  to  have  closest  connection  Avith  permanence  of 
condition  and  character  ; not  slighting,  however,  everyday 
incidents,  such  perhaps 

“ As  have  no  sliglit  or  trivial  ii\iiuence 
On  that  best  portion  of  a g(X)d  man’s  life, — 
nis  little,  nameless,  unremembered  acts 
Of  kindness  and  of  love.” 

Preliminary  remarks  being  at  last  disposed  of  we  come 
to  tlie  events  of  the  rushing  year.  A year  of  action  and 
life  it  has  been;  one  sharing,  too,  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  True,  it  has  not  passed  without  visitations  from 
the  “ pale  messenger/’  but  in  each  case  it  Avas  the  ripe 
fruit  that  was  sliaken  from  the  tree.” 

d’liis  general  activity  Avas  shoAvn  in  a shape  Atdiich  is 
perlia]»s  the  most  striking.  A cav  buildings  are  exce])tion- 
ally  numerous  and  fair  to  look  ujion.  Three  large  barm’, 
Avliich  naturally  cotne  first,  seem  to  claim,  from  llie  high 
position  on  Avhich  they  are  erected,  that  degree  of  resjtcci 
ahvays  accorded  to  them  by  a farming  community.  TliC 
year  boasts  also  of  tAvo  tine  ncAV  dAveliitigs ; one,  a neat 
and  comfortable  addititai  to  the  aspiring  village  of 
Ashton;  the  other  exhibiting,  near  the  shore  of  Pock 
Creek,  a specimen  of  ornamental  architecture  such  as 
Avas  not  previously  attained  in  our  section. 

As  the  erection  of  good  liouscs  and  barns  is  one  of  tlie 
most  imi)ortant  evidences  of  im])roAement  in  a country, 
it  is  a fact  AAortiiy  of  record,  to  stale  that  Avithiji  tlje 
j'criod  embraced  in  tills  liistorical  sketch  (a  space  of  Jo 
years,  r>r  since  ihc  wuri,  we  ui';y  oouur  up.  among  tm.iM- 
iiigs  eitlier  Avliolly  ucav,  or  sO  much  rep'aired  as  }.*rupnri>  to 
he  reckoned  among  the  new  gnos — of  houses  30  t^not 


rOf^JUS  <10  84AXKA 

‘I  >:T  hoTh  Wfioffh^  .^IntfftA  mo 

tn  ‘>ort^#ni5arf-i  ff  .’h/  rmit^o.in • f>yjixf  OJ  ?b 

.mJw  /*><•: I ion  ; VJ^it^^uh  bn/i  noltibnoo 

ifoii^  ,Biir)bioai 

().hiji  on  aV.  “ 

8^iu;  »7  b'.'*i.‘  l«rii  nO 

U •»  h*-'t'>.(iu  J5*Tun  ^IJil!  ■iiK 

”,ov';l  lo  bii«  *-?out‘uat  10 

• 0 ' ' 


'•jflOo  y //  *t‘'>  I .ul  !f;  ^4*iJU»tot  '^‘unthtu 

,izrrn  fioit  i.;  lo  ■fr-'Y  J%in  ta( : lo  o|(l 

mj  't<»  /;:;fi i'l^iiife  *ti/>J  if 

iit.Tfi  u{rui^/^i»ff  i-uoil'i iJ  t^wj  i r .rtimioo 
;ji  '.>r.»i3  ni  JD'J  ,T  9f/J<|  ** 

) C IO  i t ibnl 

ri  0<(*;'.!  ^ ’.t  i*i  (tMuh  Irii^/  liiT'^iTOg  »id_i 

yiii  lirui  //<y^  .;:»iiiJn1»!  ir.;>ut  odi  >'{ 

/•.iii.'J  *.i>t  v>t(tT  of  lin'l  bfu  huoivniiJii  villi 

V,,  1 VI  Ki.vH  .^ul  -^lUTOJjsa  /ioLilv/ 

' )i|  * tijil;  ;4'-  T'»*j'i*>  voflt  i{.'i/d /y  no 

•iT  .(Ksitintiuir)  ■i.'tini'iJst  t;  v«/  oiydl  b^iiioiOii  9'nifrln 
ly/Mi  h .*••■  > 'if  Jit  Mfit  o//i’lo  -0'.fi)  ai&iH>J  ifrrr 

‘t..  -s^Uvr  jnlih\^u  dd5  '.f  ttoitihbii  filduttcfliuoo  lia/t 
'>-'i  to  a odJ  ^noidsA 

r.  Hw  [Linnn  .^CiO  'b*  aytubyia  n .doytO 

' ,(!'■?•  • -uio  ill  by.'in.'lli.  vi^fjoiVyKi  lull  mf 


d)  'by'*,  ("io  -ri  f lo  ilMiJ’Jd’ll  odi  ft/*- 

/ 'i-iiiid  iaiil  itHpni  i'-.ouf 

:i  mil:  J h:)!'  uii.:-*  ‘k> ioiil  « ai  it 

f»I  >>  o iifjWoiildruy 

’r  .-'v  ::  lo  ,rilJtoy 

‘J  /l  i ^i;  }y/T ojAW  ,.y6.i  yi  ‘J'^iUfy 

toiT)  Idi  k’>-«o4  io — V;  ill  *jdi  'Ci;  Loiiodoyt  yd 


216 


AKNALS  OF  SANDY  SPKING. 


counting  a mir.iber  of  tenant-houses);  of  barns  22 
(beside  25  stables,  ■vyagon-honses,  shops  and  such).  These 
are  the  property  of  our  85  families.  There  are  at  least 
20  neAv  additional  houses  within  the  circle  bounding  our 
neighborhood . 

Taking  the  months  in  regular  course,  we  note  in  regard 
to  April  (a  very  important  month  to  farmers ; once  let 

Time’s  forelock”  out  of  your  hands  during  this  precious 
month  and  you  will  have  trouble  enough  to  catch  up 
with  the  old  fellow — but  this  is  a digression).  Last  April 
w^as  steadily  cool,  and  not  so  favorable  to  the  rapid  ad- 
■vance  of  vegetation  as  it  was  to  }>low'ing  and  building. 
The  youthful  class  enjoyed  themselves  in  practising  on 
old  amusementG  and  in  organizing  neAV  ones.  The 
Sociable  closed  for  the  season.  The  Horticultural  made 
a bright  commencement  at  Xoiwvood.  Lruit  was  full  of 
promising  bloom.  But  while  this  month  wris  full  of  ani- 
mation to  others,  it  w'as  made  very  sad  to  our  elder  histo- 
rian, by  the  death  of  an  only  sister  and  brother.  Xearly  the 
same  loss  fell  during  the  year  upon  him  wdio  writes  this. 

May.  The  month  came  in  cool,  and  continued  so 
rather  steadily,  the  thermometer  on  the  3d  being  at  37°. 
Instead  of  raising  a .May-pole,  our  young  men  spent  May- 
day  in  raising  a big  barn  for  William  Lea.  The  ne\v  style 
of  making  barns,  20  to  25  feet  to  the  srpiare,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  new  machinery,  render  this  old  business 
somew'hat  dilferent  from  what  barn-raising  used  to  be. 
Still  the  crowd  asseml)le  in  numbers  of  100  or  more, 
and  partake  the  abnndant  ejitertainment,  very  much  as 
thryv  did  in  the  oldeii  time.  EvervUiing  went  on  satis- 
faetorily,  t«'  the  giH--ai  rMief  of  many  who  lo'.-ked 
anxiously  on.  * 

The  same  proceeding  with  nearly  the  same  method, 
and  nearly  the  same  favorable  results,  was  repeated  on 
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the  14th  of  the  month,  in  raising  the  barn  of  Wm.  II. 
Farquhar,  on  the  site  of  the  conflagration  described  in 
this  story  a year  ago.  A cheerful,  vigorous  crowd,  over 
70  in  number,  lent  their  w^illing  hands;  and  though 
much  was  said  about  the  folly  of  using  such  a superfluity 
of  men  to  accomplish  a work  that  is  done  in  some  j^laccs 
with  one-tenth  of  the  number  here  employed,  the  im- 
pression produced  on  my  mind  was  very  favorable  to  the 
scene  before  me.  There  was  so  much  of  the  hearty 
hilarity  and  social  feeling  described  as  belonging  to  the 
“ good  old  times  ” we  read  of.  l^or  must  it  be  forgotten 
that  some  30  to  40  of  the  gentler  sex  brightened  the 
scene  by  their  presence,  doubtless  imparting  vigor  to  the 
muscles  whose  activity  was  needed. 

To  this  month  belongs  another  scene,  of  very  diflerent 
order,  in  which  that  sex  bore  the  most  conspicuous  part. 
As  a memento  to  be  handed  down  to  future  generations 
(it  would  have  astonished  the  former),  the  programme 
is  hereto  appended.  See 

A LYSTE  OF  YE  PSALMS  AXD  WORLDLIE  SOXGES. 

1st  PARTE.  2nd  PARTE. 

1.  Auld  Lanj?  Sync,  by  ye  whole  1-  Home  Again,  bj'All  ye  Syngtrri. 

Companio.  2.  Ye  Old  Sexton, by  Brother  Zacha- 

2.  Dost  Thou  Love  Me?  b5*  Si.ster  riah. 

Ruth  and  Brother  Simon.  3.  AMERICA,  by  yc  whole  Com-  • 

3.  Hail  Columbia,  by  all  ye  Syngors.  panic. 

4.  Ye  Bloom  is  on  j’c  Rye,  by  4.  Auld  Robin  Gray,  by  Phmbe 

Brother  Caleb.  Maytlower. 

5.  Ye  Dearest  Spot,  by  Every  One  5.  Cousin  Judecliah,  by  All  Ye 

of  ye  Syngers.  Syngers. 

6.  Within  a Milo  of  Edinboro  Town,  6.  Old  Folks  at  Home,  by  ye  wlude 

by  Phoebe  Maytlower.  <"ompanie. 

T.  Vaukee  Itoodle,  by  ye  Mankind  7.  John  An  lerson  my  Jo.  by  Rn.-'i 
Syngi-rs.  l!  lit- l.i. 

Coating  through  the  Rye,  Rosa  8.  Mar.seilh  s Hymn,  by  ev-ry  otic 
Belinda.  of  ye  Syngers. 

Sister  C.VROL EXE  POUNDKEYS,  from  ye  villasc  of  Baltimore,  will 
soundo  on  ye  Spinet  for  yo  Sjmgers. 
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Liyely  Jiiid  rinocent  amusement  was  made  the  means 
of  filling  up  the  empty  coffers  of  the  Lyceum. 

June.  A very  pleasant  and  good  Quarterly  Meeting/’ 
is  the  first  record  of  this  month  ; attended  with  none  of 
those  objectionable  disturbances  which  have  sometimes 
been  made  by  rude  visitors  from  town.  Tins  month, 
though  decidedly  cool  for  awhile,  was  distinguished  by  its 
favoring  weather,  there  being  just  enough  rain  in  the  early 
part  and  becomhig  dry  toward  the  close,  so  as  to  make  a 
good  time  for  harvest.  AVheat  ripened  fast,  of  a quality 
and  quantity  not  to  be  complained  of;  and  the  grass  crop 
came  out  all  right.  “The  boys,”  besides  doing  full  duty 
at  their  respective  harvests,  rendered  acceptable  help  to 
one  who  was  sick ; making  with  the  aid  and  presence  of 
the  “girls,”  a choice  frolic. 

July.  As  usual,  many  boarders  and  strangers  came  to 
the  neighborhood ; of  whom  nothing  remarkable  is  related. 
There  was  about  the  average  of  summer  travel  by  our 
people;  a number  were  to  be  seen  paddling  in  the  ocean 
deeps  (or  rather  “shallows”),  while  others  with  alpen- 
stock in  hand,  climbed  iMount  iMitchell,  migliticst  peak 
.of  the  Allegliany  range,  returning  with  such  glowing 
accounts  as  to  turn  the  attention  of  tourists  in  a new 
direction. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  month  the  now  familiar  sound 
of  the  steam  whistle  began  to  be  heard,  token  tluitthresh- 
ing  was  begun.  This  music,  very  animating  if  not 
melodious,  was  rendered  still  more  exciting  by  prospects 
of  the  increased  price  of  wheat.  Those  who  sold  gained 
no  great  tnlvaiitage  l)y  tlieir  liaste,  but  had  tlie  salisfaction 
of  superior  energy  in  heing  ohccd.  ^-L'hey  will  lie  very  a}d 
to  do  tlie  same  next  year,  and  probably  make  a suc- 
cessful hit.  The  hay  crop  came  out  mucli  better  than 
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was  anticipated,  proving  a source  of  profit  to  those  wlio 
did  not  make  engagements  too  hastily. 

And  now,  the  labors  of  the  harvest  being  ended,”  our 
young  men  who  had  stood  up  so  faithfully  to  their  work, 
“bearing  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,”  are  cpiite 
ready  for  recreation — for  recreation  that  will  recreate 
most  effectually.  Dropping  the  old  game  of  biise  ball, 
whether  the  relish  for  it  was  outgrown,  or  because  the  old 
ground  had  been  plowed  up,  where  should  they  turn? 
In  this  age  of  progress  it  could  only  be  to  seek  for  com- 
rades in  sport  of  a higher  order;  comrades,  who  formerly 
were  merely  spectators,  7ioiu  to  be  indeed  comrades  in  the 
game!  But  in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  it  is 
absolutely  recpiisite  that  I should  “drop  into  poedry.” 
The  subject  demands  it;  your  historian's  known  aesthetic 
predilections  must  not  be  stifled.  What  shall  it  be? 
Xothing  appropriate  occurs  but  these  lines: 

“ Forth  from  the  pass,  in  tumult  driven,  • 

Like  chall  before  the  wind  of  heaven, 

The  Archery  anj>ear  [ 

For  life,  for  life,  their  race  they  ply — 

While  shriek  and  shout  and  battle-cry, 

And  plaids  and  bonnets  waving  higli, 

, . And  targets  flashing  to  the  sky. 

Are  maddening  in  their  rear.” 

The  only  excuse  that  can  be  made  for  introducing  sucli 
inappropriate  verse  as  the  foregoing,  is  the  fact  that  the 
lines  v'ould  keep  running  a race  in  my  head.  Could  any- 
thing be  less  appropriate  to  describe  the  archery  meetings 
of  last  summer  ? 

A green  lawui ; gayly  colored  target,  witli  circular  il:\i- 
sions  pleasing  to  tiie  eye;  long  bows,  curved  in  tlu‘  lim‘ 
of  beauty;  fancifully  decked  arrows;  lively  maid-’ii'--. 
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bending  with  native  grace  the  bow  which  impels  the 
arrow  against — no  vital  part;  sport  that  owes  no  pleas- 
ure to  another’s  pain”;  all  these,  in  the  fresh  air  and 
under  the  blue  sky — how  could  a young  farmer  find  a 
recreation  more  delicate,  more  refining,  more  innocent  ? 

And  yet  ancient  faitli  requires  a glance  at  the  other  side. 
So  powerful  is  the  influence  of  amusements  on  the  tone  of 
society ; their  quality  is  regarded  by  historians  as  such  an 
indication  of  the  rise  and  progress,  or  the  decline  and 
fall  of  a community,  that  new  ways  are  not  to  be  passed 
over.  In  reference  to  the  sports  of  archery,  there  are 
some  observing  critics  who  view  them  as  out  of  keep- 
ing with  rural  life  ; affording  a measure  of  exercise  to  a 
class  not  specially  in  need  of  it;  involving  expensive  prep- 
arations; communicating  no  new  ideas  of  value;  and 
being  severe  on  delicate  fingers.  Since  pleasure  is  some- 
thing not  to  be  measured  by  rules  of  science,  the  true 
worth  and  nature  of  archery  as  a farmer’s  game  must  he 
left  to  the  parties  most  nearly  concerned,  who  are  not 
entirely  oblivious  to  the  comfort  of  otliers  outside. 

The  weather  of  July  was  somewhat  peculiar,  and  ex- 
tremely variable.  About  the  25th  there  fell  some  heavy 
rains,  following  distressing  drought, 'Avhich  completely 
changed  the  face  of  the  great  corn  crop;  a dearth  had 
threatened,  but  the  deliverer  came,  leaving  some  disagree-- 
able  mementoes,  in  deep  scratches  in  plowed  fields. 

August  came  in  hot  and  growing.  Ibdn  fell  in  exces- 
sive abundance.  This  being  comparatively  a leisure 
month  with  farmers,  the  tourist  feeling  took  possession  of 
a number.  Amusements  grew  mort'  and  more  lively — 
archery  fairly  hc'-omod,.  .Sport  of  a moi'e  doubiful  cluir- 
acter  began  to  exlnbit  a degree  of  excitement  among 
some  of  tlie  young  ladies,  .which  elicited  from  an  old 
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bachelor  (of  course)  the  sharp  remark  tliat  ‘‘the  sex, 
grown  weary  of  being  hunted,  would  now  a-hunting  go.’’ 
On  the  other  hand,  a new  Bible  Class  was  formed  in  this 
month;  so  yarious  and  multitudinous  are  the  Avays  of  this 
neighborhood  getting  to  be. 

In  this  month  William  Henry  Gilpin  died — a happy  re- 
lease for  him — his  life  Avas  a sad  one ; deprived  from  early 
years  of  the  faculties  Avhich  alone  render  persons  respon- 
sible for  their  actions. 

It  is  proper  here  to  record  that  at  the  close  of  the 
month  many  of  us  Avere  saddened  to  hear  of  the  very  sudden 
death  of  Gerard  H.  Keese,  in  Baltimore,  Avho  had  been 
closely  knit  by  ties  of  friendsliip  and  kin  to  a large  circle 
at  Sandy  Spring. 

September.  This  is  the  month  of  Fairs,  and  our])eop]e 
bore  a full  part  in  the  tAVO  that  most  concern  them.  Tliey 
SAvept  numerous  premiums  at  Bock vil le ; ' and  at  our 
Lyceum  they  made  the  Ilorticnltuml  Fair  a complete  suc- 
cess, as  regards  the  chief  pur|>oses  for  which  it  is  designed, 
viz.  the  assemblage  of  a friendly  crowd,  and  the  unecjuullvd 
exhibition  of  floAvers  and  fruits,  Avith  the  no  less  icsthetic 
triumphs  of  culinary  art. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1879,  occurred  one  of  those 
tremendous  sports  of  our  atmosphere,  which  are  fortun- 
ately exceeding  rare  in  any  one  place.  The  lirst  Cyclone 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  the  neighborhood  j>assed  sev- 
eral miles  through  Avhat  may  be  called  its  Avest<*ni  interior, 
or  very  nearly  its  centre,  Avith  a A'arying  Avidth  of  thirty 
to  seventy  yards.  Coming  down  (for  that  seems  to  suit 
the  course  that  cycloiu'S  take)  between  the  land  of  Steplnm 
Ib.ilhmd  and  tlnit  of  ta>!  old  (VishcH  family,  it  strmdv  au'i 
twisted  in  cyclone  fashion  the  liml)s  of  a cherry  trc-,  atnl 
went  on  scattering  heaps  of  manure  in  the  adjoining  field. 
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then  into  the  quiet  abode  of  the  ancient  dead,  where  the 
heavy  tombstones  of  wife  and  husband  were  flung,  one  to 
the  east  and  one  to  the  west, — passing  on  through  a gap 
in  the  cornfield  (made  by  itself),  at  the  edge  of  ’which  it 
dug  up  some  potatoes,  and  even  the  weeds  of  the  patch; 
after  this  low  freak,  its  course  Avas  ascending,  for  a few 
hundred  yards  merely  brushing  the  tops  of  the  forest  trees. 
Again  dropping  into  a field  of  Augustus  Cashell,  it  lifted 
three  or  four  stones  out  of  their  bed  ; for  a space  of  half  a 
mile  its  track  was  barely  discernible,  then  skirting  the  land 
of  Penuel  Palmer,  it  struck  with  tremendous  force  into 
the  Avoods  of  Frederick  Stabler,  prostrating  the  largest 
trees  ; next,  after  an  interval*  it  passed  into  the  woodland 
of  Joseph  T.  Moore,  playing  havoc  there  (perhaps  the 
most  destructiA'e  on  the  Avhole  route),  then  into  William  AV. 
Moore’s  cornfield,  scraping  the  A'ery  earth,  and  close  by  a 
tenant-house  A\hich  escaped  serious  injury.  Still  on,  pre- 
serving very  nearly  the  same  direction  of  north  by  east,  it 
came  to  James  Powell’s,  Avhere  it  moA'ed  the  corn-house 
from  its  foundation  so  gently  as  scarcely  to  spill  any  grains 
from  an  open  barrel  of  Avheat  Avbich  it  carried  along. 
James  H.  Stone  and  William  H.  Farquhar  were  the  next 
victims  of  the  tornado,  sufiering  just  alike  in  the  orchard 
and  tlie  front  yard.  The  last  named  lost  a half  dozen  of 
his  inost  valuable  apple  trees,  and  had  the  symmetry  of 
his  ornamental  trees  sadly  and  lastingly  impaired.  After 
leaving  this  place  the  cyclone  made  one  more  tremendous 
dig  into  some  large  trees  on  the  public  road  Avest  of 
“Cliarley  Forest,’’  taking  doAvn  an  apple  tree  or  tAvo  of 
Si.  Bowen's;  its  further  truck  could  be  just  followed,  un- 
til near  tlic  field  of  Alahlon  Ch.itidiee.  n<»t  tar  from  his 
dwelling,  the  v/liirlwind  went  up  into  the  higher  regions 
Avhencc  it  fell.  This  rising  and  falling  of  the  cyclone 
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was  a very  peculiar  feature ; viewed  from  the  hills,  the 
double  cones  meeting  in  hour-glass  shape,  the  numerous 
inner  whirls  partially  detached, — the  wind  rushing  in  at 
the  edges  of  the  track, — all  these  features  of  a real  cy- 
clone— ours  had  them  all ! Yet  the  damage  to  property 
was  very  small  to  what  it  might  have  been  with  a little 
bend  in  its  course;  the  injuries  to  person  none. 

Something  new  occurred  in  the  quiet  sphere  of  the 
Monthly  Meeting  in  making  an  alteration  of  one  of  tlie 
answers  to  the  Queries.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  too  many 
of  the  younger  portion  of  the  Society  passed  in  their  pur- 
suit of  pleasure  beyond  the  line  of  moderation,  in  w'liich 
alone  lies  safety.  For  moderation  is  the  key  to  true  pleas- 
ure— “ a key  to  the  plan  of  God.”  There  is  no  question 
as  to  the  fact  that  our  young  people  are  becoming  more 
devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  than  they  were  in 
former  times.  It  does  not  follow  they  are  growing  v'or.'<e : 
only  more  excited.  A whirl  not  so  destructive  as  tlie 
cyclone,  but  like  it,  rushing,  booming,  pushing,  has  got 
hold  of  them ; forward  is  the  word : but  not  always 
onward  and  upward!  Like  the  cyclone,  it  tends  to 
uncover  the  roots.  Hunting  the  bear  and  the  deer  in  the 
glens  of  the  Alleglianies,  as  was  done  successfully  last  fall 
by  some  of  our  young  men,  who  gained  health  and  vigor 
there,  is  doubtless  gallant  sport;  but  of  that  other — the 
bag  fox  business — the  least  said  the  soonest  mended. 

A wise  philosopher  declares  that  the  fault  most  prolific 
of  evil  among  the  vices  is  sloth.  Philosophers  are  liable  to 
make  mistakes,  but  it  appears  to  me  there  is  truth  in  that 
doctrine.  Does  not  virtue  consist  in  doing  f All  pro^r*'"^ 
la-rtainly  does.  Now  lierein  lies  tlie  exeellem.'e  of 
^Spring — such  as  it  is;  and  in  its  exemption  from  slum 
consists  the  freedom  from  vice — so  far  as  that  is  wanting. 
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It  is  due  to  facts  touching  these  ethical  subjects,  that  the 
following  record  should  be  made : there  came  to  certain 
households  a visitation  of  sore  disease,  attended  with 
deepest  affliction.  Then  w^re  the  same  young  men  and 
maidens  wdio  had  been  foremost  in  the  pursuits  of  pleas- 
ure, no\7  among  the  first  to  proffer  their  kindly  services  at 
the  bed  of  pain.  While  of  the  manly  youth,  not  one  even 
of  those  who  are  most  given  to  sport  and  fun  is  ever 
accused  of  the  excesses  that  have  been  the  ruin  of  many 
flourishing  communities. 

Scanning  impartially  the  actual  condition  of  our  neigh- 
borhood, it  seems  as  if  the  sanitary  question  was  now 
of  chief  importance.  Physical  health  has  so  much  in- 
fluence on  future  prosperity  as  w-ell  as  on  present  comfort 
that  it  claims  the  earnest  attention  of  all  w'ho  love  their 
race.  The  best  way  to  get  an  answer  in  this  concern,  to 
the  significant  question — “ Watchman,  what  of  the  night?'’ 
is  to  refer  to  facts  bearing  directly  upon  the  situation. 
Individual  cases  must  here  be  regarded  as  impersonal ; 
that  is,  as  concerning  us  all  equally. 

The  cases  mentioned  must  be  taken,  as  the  lawyers  use 
them,  to  establish  their  object  by  employing  a supposi- 
tious case.  They  naturally  include  those  belonging  to  tlie 
more  delicate  half  of  the  race,  wliose  health  is  undeniably 
of  even  more  importance  to  the  general  welfare  than  tlnit 
of  the  other  and  more  robust  half.  Inquiring  of  a motlier 
whose  daughter  is  at  present  from  home,  whetlier  the 
latter  would  not  return  to  stay  during  the  next  year^  the 
rejfiy  was — one  to  be  noted — ‘^the  social  dissipation 
(using  that  word  in  mildest  form)  prevailing  at  Sandy 
Spring  is  such  tliat  I tliink  it  would  l>e  better  for  my 
daughter  nut  to  be  ex[.osed  to  the  intlueiice,  till  her 
lirMlth  is  more  consolidated.''  The  next  case  relates  to  a 
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young  lady  whose  health  has  latterly  not  been  so  good  as  tlie 
many  friends  wlio  love  her  would  ardently  desire ; haying 
lengthened  out  a recent  visit  beyond  the  appointed  period, 
she  gave  the  reason  for  it  quite  seriously,  that  ‘*she 
believed  it  would  be  better  for  her  health  to  rest  aAvliile 
from  our  neighborhood  visiting,  especially  the  being  out 
so  much  and  so  late  at  night.'*’ 

It  is  difficult  to  judge  how  these  simple  statements  will 
impress  those  whe  listen  to  them;  but  my  feelings  in 
writing  them  down  are  something  more  than  serious — 
they  are  awful!  I will  spare  you  furtlier  reflections 
of  my  own;  but  entreat  most  earnestly  tlnit  you  will  give 
the  subject  the  reflection  it  deserves.  You,  young  men, 
who  must  be  mainly  (not  wholly)  responsible , for  the 
growth  of  such  a social  condition  as  is  indicated  in  cast's 
like  the  foregoing,  your  more  robust  constitutions  do  nut 
experience  so  quickly  the  inevitable  results  of  ext'css  in 
social  pleasures ; yet  you  are,  if  possible,  more  interested 
in  the  health  of  those  whose  soundness  of  health  is  to  be 
of  such  vital  consequence  to  your  own  welfare  anti 
happiness.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a large  ]KU*tion 
of  the  neighborhood's  future  welfare,  growth  and  [pros- 
perity dei'ends  on  a reform  wliich  will  bring  about  the 
moderalion  demanded  alike  by  good  feeling  and  good 
sense.  Let  me  here  refer  to  a little  book,  just  [uibiishrd 
by  Dr.  Henry  Ilartshorne,  entitled  *‘irome."  It  contains 
the  counsels  of  an  able  [diysician,  and  a well-kiman, 
h igh  1 y-es teem ed  frien d. 

October  was  very  dry  and  warm,  making  the  farmers 
uneasy  about  tlu'ir  wheat. 

Xovember  [possessed  several  interesting  claims  'Ut 
our  attention,  as  that  month  usually  does,  himt  came 
the  election  of  our  State  officers  and  re])ivsentativos ; in 
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the  result  of  which  we  were  disappointed.  Better  luck, 
we  hope,  next  NoYemher  ! 

The  varicus  Associations  flourish.  The  Benevolent 
Aid  Society  holds  its  Second  Annual  Meeting,  and  begins 
its  winter  career ; the  winter  proved  so  extraordinarily 
mild  that  the  need  Avas  small  for  its  charitable  minis- 
trations. A general  regret  Avas  expressed,  that  the  failing 
health  of  the  President,  Caroline  H.  Miller,  compelled 
her  to  resign  a position  Avhich,  it  is  no  idle  compliment 
to  say,  she  adorned. 

On  the  27th  of  the  month  a very  large  gathering  of 
neighbors  and  friends  was  received  by  Eoger  B.  and 
Caroline  M.  Farquhar  in  their  new  dwelling  (before 
described)  near  the  shores  of  Rock  Creek.  It  Avas 
“Thanksgiving  Day,’^  appropriately  chosen  for  the  pleas- 
ing, ancient  ceremony  of  “ Iloiise-Avarming.’’  To  the 
good  taste  shoAvii  in  the  construction  of  this  fine  building 
Avas  added  a greater  charm,  the  good  feeling  that  collected 
so  large  and  so  varied  a company,  filling  the  house  Avith 
the  Avarmth  of  socitd  enjoyment.  Chief  Judge  R.  J. 
BoAvie  Avas  introduced  by  his  own  request  to  Thomas  C. 
Croomes,  the  successful  architect  of  the  building;  and 
all  came  away  at  a seasonable  hour,  thinking  rather  better 
of  themselATS  and  of  one  another. 

December  Avas  in  part  enliA’oned  by  a Avedding  on  the 
16th;  folloAved  on  the  IStli  by  another  entertainment  at 
the  Lyceum — the  joint  production  of  the  Sociable  and  the 
Musicale.  This  mingled  esthetic  and  useful  performance 
Avas  deserving  of  the  highest  praise;  being  projected  and 
accoinplished  by  tlie  ladies,  Avitliout  any  assistance  from 
the  other  side.  It  was  a full  success  in  all  the  aiTaiige- 
ments,  even  allowing  the  audience  to  get  home  at  a 
respectable  hour  of  the  night.  This  triumph  may  be 
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useful  in  talcing  d'.im  the  vanity  of  the  other  sex,  who,  in 
youth,  are  apt  to  \\imk  riotliing  can  be  done  without  their 
help. 

In  the  article  forwarded  by  my  younger  assistant,  full 
of  appropriate  material  for  our  history,  there  is  no  notice 
of  the  “Dickens  Calendar^’  for  1880,  a work  which  has 
assisted  to  spread  the  literary  fame  of  Sandy  Spring  oxer 
a considerable  section  of  the  country,  and  has  been  ac- 
knowledged in  England,  as  something  which  will  be 
looked  for  in  ’81.  It  was  prepared  by  ^Iiiry  B.  Tho’-yds, 
with  assistance  in  the  ornamental  part  from  Harriet  I.  Leiu 

The  year  1880  came  in  wdth  the  remarkable  weather 
which  has  signali;^ed  our  Annals.  The  consequence  was 
a great  failure  of  the  now  indispensable  ice-crop.  Not  a 
total  failure ; some  have  filled  their  houses ; a number 
have  partly  filled ; others  say  they  mean  to  have  ice  some 
way.  Those  who  have  none  are  encouraged  by  the  old 
saying,  “a  warm  winter  makes  a cool  summer.” 

A lady  from  the  north,  xVmanda  Deyo,  made  a deep  im- 
pression in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  by  her  eloquent 
lectures.  The  language  of  Mary  B.  Thomas  is  the  unvar- 
nished truth,  who  writes,  “Mf  the  visit  of  Mrs.  A.  Deyo  to 
this  community  does  not  bear  good  fruit  in  the  coming 
years,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  us,  who  having  ears  to  hear, 
hear  not.  Her  soul-stirring  appeals  in  favor  of  peace, 
of  temperance,  and  of  woman  sulFrage,  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  those  who  had  the  rare  pleasure  of  listening 
to  this  truly  eloquent  and  gifted  woman.  She  also 
delivered  several  sermons  of  great  power  and  pathos;  and 
her  course  of  lectures  to  kulies  up-on  pliysiology  was  well 
atteiuh-d.'’’  Her  iecture  on  woman  suifrago  wao  the  m- 
able  of  the  four.  It  may  be  truh’  said,  the  strongest  ar.:ii- 
ment  presented  by  Mrs.  Deyo  ip  favor  of  woman’s  capacity 
to  vote,  was  the  lady  herself. 
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The  revival  of  interest  feit  in  religions  questions  was  not 
originated  by  friend  Deyo,  although  well  seconded  by  her 
eloquent  discourses.  Several  causes  were  at  work.  Other 
ladies  from  a distance  helped  to  stir  up  the  new  life,  which 
gained  fresh  animation  from  influences  coming  from  an 
opposite  direction ; opposite  as  to  modes  and  forms,  and 
ideas  of  mediators;  the  sarne,  as  looking  to  the  source, 
centre  and  end.  An  indication  of  new  life  was  shown  by 
numerous  meetings  of  the  members  of  Friends^  Society, 
held  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Discipline, y The 
changes  proposed  exhibit  a liberal  and  enlightened  senti- 
ment, and  if  met  in  other  quarters  by  the  same  spirit  may 
prove  a durable  point  of  reference,  perhaps  “ a new  de- 
parture,” in  the  progress  of  the  Society. 

The  allotted  space  to  which  the  annals  of  a year  are 
limited,  renders  it  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  various 
associations,  whose  number  and  quality  defy  descrip- 
tion. Sufficient  to  say,  they  have  all  lived  and  flourished 
in  lively  manner.  (The  Debating  Society  was  exalted  to 
fame  bestowed  by  the  newspaper.)  At  least  two  new 
Societies  have  entered  into  existence,  if  indeed  the  “ Tem- 
perance Society”  can  be  termed  a new  one.  Youngest  of 
all  is  the  Peace  Society,”  which  begins  already  to  call 
for  Amanda  Deyo ; it  furnishes  however  a pleasing,  ap- 
propriate motto:  ^‘Let  us  have  peace!” 

As  we  are  nothing  witli  all  our  societies  and  lectures  if 


we  fail  in  giving  to  agriculture  the  first  place  in  our 
interests,  it  would  never  do  to  pass  without  notice  tlie 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Clubs,  held  now  in  the  1st 
month  for  7 years  (with  8 meetings).  The  last  one 
exiiihiU'd  the  s;nne  livfdy  interest  in  tlio  great  cause  as  did 
all  the  preceding.  Farmers  coming  from  a distance 
formed  an  acceptable  part  of  the  meeting;  for,  despite 
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the  accusation  of  conceit  against  Sandy  Spring  (at  which 
none  laugh  more  heartily  than  ourselves)  we  are  more 
than  willing  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  other 
farmers,  and  to  own  with  pleasure  the  great  improvemenls 
going  on  all  around.  A lively  picture  of  this  is  given  by 
Mary  B.  Thomas,  one  of  our  historians. 

In  connection  with  farming  incidents,  I note  a change 
made  by  the  venerable  “Farmers’  Club  of  Sandy  Spring  ” 
— the  father  of  iill  the  clubs;  having  made  a new  de- 
parture in  the  time  of  their  meetings,  so  as  to  have  the 
benefit  of  moonshine  in  returning  home.  The  -dca  wa,s 
borrowed  from  the  practice  of  the  younger  clubs,  wlio 
must  feel  great  satisfaction  in  the  instruction  which  they 
gave  tlicir  elders. 

This  year  of  ’79-’80  has  been  distinguished  by  the 
general  revival  of  business  over  our  country.  The  best 
evidence  which  we  can  offer  is  found  in  the  annual  state- 
ment of  our  Savings  Institution.  On  iMarch  1st, 
the  amount  on  hand  was  §103,088.11,  the  gain  for  the 
year  being  §14,772.10.  The  deposits  made  during  th<' 
single  month  of  March  exceeded  in  amount  the  aggre- 
gated deposits  of  any  quarter  since  the  Institution 
organized.  While  these  results  afford  a just  cause  l»>r 
satisfaction,  they  impose  on  our  directors  a deep  sense  of 
•responsibility  on  account  of  the  increased  load  laid  upon 
them,  and  a solemn  duty  to  make  safety  the  polar  star  in 
guiding  their  future  proceedings. 

Our  other  great  institution,  holding  a much  highi-r 
rank  in  the  business  transactions  of  !8andy  Spring,  nanady 
‘‘The  iMutual  hire  In.'Uiuiico  Cotnpanv,  of  Mtmt eona-r} 
Coiintv,*'  has  had  the  ('pportunity  v,  liicli  it  ia;s  ico-; 
delayed  to  embrace,  of  paying  promptly  a hca’*y  am'uau 
of  losses  by  lire.  Yet  it  is  a,  remarkable  circumsmnee 
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that  the  losses  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
usually  running  up  to  about  $10,000,  have  fallen  short  of 
$500,  owing  to  the  extraordinarily  mild  winter. 

The  record  showing  the  three  important  events  of 
human  life  alone  remains  to  be  put  in  place.  It  will  be 
recollected  that,  in  making  these  statistics,  the  reference 
is  exclusively  to  the  85  families — 107  individuals  hereto- 
fore named.  Still  the  interest  felt  in  other  neighbors,  ac- 
quaintances and  friends,  is  too  strong  to  allow  an  entire 
omission  of  events  nearly  concerning  them. 

Of  marriages  are  reckoned  three. 

October  21st,  1879,  Charles  F.  Brooke  and  Cornelia  S. 
Miller,  by  the  beautiful  and  dignified  ceremony  of 
Friends’  Society. 

December  16,  1879,  Benjamin  D.  Palmer  and  Miss 
Mollie  Mackall. 

January  15th,  1880,  Allan  Farquhar  and  Charlotte  H. 
Pleasauts;  this  marriage  being  recorded  in  the  clerk’s 
office  at  Eockville,  and  the  first  in  the  county  per- 
formed by  Friends’  ceremony  where  neither  party  was  a 
member. 

Of  deaths  there  have  been  but  t-vvo,  within  the  limit  of 
our  neighborhood  census. 

Ninth  month,  15th,  1879.  Ann  M.  Stabler,  wife  of 
Caleb  Stabler,  after  a sb.urt  illness,  in  the  80th  year  of  her 
age;  a kind  and  loving  spirit,  respected  by  all  who  kneAV 
her,  young  and  old.  Her  peaceful  death  was  the  natural 
close  of  a peaceful  life.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family 
burying  ground  at  Alloway,  in  a ];erfect  autumn  evening, 
which  se(?iiied  typical  of  her  ri[>e  years  of  usefulness, 
followed  to  the  grave  l>y  children  and  grandchild roii — 
such  as  consiitiite  th.e  be^t  ‘*motiier*s  monument.” 
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and  most  distressing  illness,  having  nearly  reached  her 
75th  year.  ]^o  children  followed  her  to  the  tomb;  but 
weeping  brothers  and  sisters,  nephews  and  nieces  and 
sorrowing  friends,  testified  to  the  high  esteem  and 
respect  with  which  she  had  been  long  regarded.  From 
her  very  birth  it  had  been  her  lot  to  suffer  with  complaints 
of  a nervous  character;  but  these,  while  making  life  a scene 
of  much  distress,  had  no  j)ower  to  dim  the  brightness  of 
extraordinary  intellect,  nor  to  lower  the  tone  of  high, 
pure  moral  conduct.  Deep  thought,  strong  feelfiigs,  yet 
reserved,  and  intense  admiration  of  the  noble  and  beau- 
tiful in  nature  and  character,  Avere  her  most  impressive 
qualities. 

A Avider  \fiew  taken  by  our  friend  Hadassah  leads  to 
mention  the  death  of  Jonathan  D.  Barnsley,  Avho  died  very 
suddenly  by  a stroke  of  apoplexy,  on  the  2t)th  of 
January,  1880.  And  of  John  Osborne,  whose  renmins 
Avere  brought  from  Baltimore  to  our  burying  ground: 
and  of  Sally  Keith,  a very  meritorious  Avornan. 

First  month,  23d,  ISSO.  At  Pliiladelphia,  in  the  52tl 
year  of  her  age,  Alice  Bentley  Stabler.  This  lovely  and 
lovable  Avomau  came  in  the  summer  of  1818  from  Ohio, 
Avhere  she  Avas  born,  and  resided  in  the  neighborhood  (*f 
Sandy  Spring  for  a number  of  years,  during  w’nieh 
she  gained  many  Avarm  friends.  Their  interest  ami 
affection  Avere  manifested  in  paying  the  last  tribute  lo  la-r 
remains  when  brought  back  for  interment  in  the  private 
cemetery  of  Thomas  B.  Stabler. 

Our  Statistical  Keport  stands  for  this  year,  birtlis  5 (1 
boys  and  1 girl)  ; marriages  3;  deaths  2. 
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CHAPTEE  XVIII. 

From  Fourth  Month,  5th,  1880,  to  Fourth  Month,  4th,  1881. 

Changes,  which  way  ? — Historian’s  proper  business  — Evolution  — 
Darwinism  — Subjective  and  Objective  — Keal  Value — (Ther- 
mometer 32°  on  4th  Month,  8th,  once  88°)  — Peach  buds  de- 
stroyed — Libniry  for  Grange  — “ Local  Option  Campaign  ” — 
Census  of  Friends  — Dr.  Scott  in  Europe  — Binders,  first  em- 
ployed— Sad,  sudden  death  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Magruder,  and  others 
— The  Farmer’s  vacation  — Improvements  at  Ash*;n  and  else- 
where — Premiums  at  Roc;kville  Fair  — Orthodox  ]\ieeting  House 
finished — Gold  Mining  roused  again  — “Glorious  Victory  of 
Local  Option”  — Afternoon  First-Day  IMeeting  — “Oh,  the 
long  and  dreary  Winter!’’  — Fast  Driving  — Farmers’  Con- 
vention collects  200  — Mrs.  Mullan’s  letter  — Judge  Bowie’s 
death  — S.  Ellicott’s,  Jas.  Stone  and  B.  li.  Roberts. 

The  individual  who  looks  back  over  periods  of  his  past 
life  must  recognize  the  fact  that  a change  has  been  going 
on  in  his  inner  self;  altliougli  he  may  perhaps  be  unable 
to  satisfy  his  own  mind  as  to  what  direction  it  may  have 
moved.  AVas  it  forward  or  backward,  ui)ward  or  down- 
ward? that  is  the  question  which  the  reflecting  person 
naturally  asks  himself.  It  must  have  been  one  way  or 
the  other ; and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  it  is  a 
right  important  matter-— was  the  wai/'/ 

The  interest  I have  felt  in  this  historical  sketch  for 
these  last  seventeen  years  has  mainly  proceeded  from  the 
comparison  which  my  mind  has  been  carrying  on  between 
the  life  of  tlnMieighbnj'hoorl  and  the  life  of  the  individual. 
The  conviction  has  grown  and  slrengdieiied  that  there  is 
a close  resemhlance ; and  I have  thought  that  some  profit- 
able reflections  might  be  gathered  therefrom. 
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The  proper  business  of  the  historian  is  no  doubt  chiefly 
concerned  with  describing  actions  and  events ; what  may 
be  called  outward  facts:  so  that  history  is  properly  ob- 
jective. But  in  a degree  it  is  also  subjective;  for  it 
penetrates  into  the  causes  of  things ; it  looks  within,  to 
examine  the  motives  from  which  actions  spring. 

But  human  life,  whether  of  the  individual  or  the  com- 
munity, would  be  imperfectly  described  if  the  inquiry  be 
confined  either  tx)  actions  or  motives — one  or  both.  Not 
what  w are  or  have  been,  but  what  we  are  becoming^  that 
is,  coming  to  be,  is  the  great  point.  To  use  the  more 
scientific  modern  expression,  the  question  to  be  examined 
by  us  is,  how  does  the  evolution  of  tlie  neighborhood 
proceed  ? 

After  having  used  already  the  rather  hard  words  “ ob- 
jective and  subjective,''  it  may  seem  severe  upon  my 
audience  to  introduce  this  formidable  term ; but  there  is 
no  advantage  in  trying  to  shun  such  expressions  now, 
especially  in  a place  enjoying  the  reputation  of  Sandy 
Spring  for  keeping  up  even  with  the  advanced  liternti. 
Evolution  must  be  regarded  as  an  established  fact.  Not 
necessarily  in  the  way  that  Darwin  speaks  of  it.  As  to 
his  theory,  which  undertakes  to  describe  the  beginning 
and  transmigration  of  all  things  in  the  universe,  espechd  ly 
of  human  beings,  we  may  still  fairly  claim  to  apply  the 
Scotcli  verdict — “ not  proven  ! ’’ 

Still  there  is  no  denying  the  fact,  fully  established  by 
modern  science,  that  every  thing  and  person,  all  the 
faculties  of  body  and  mind  that  go  to  make  up  the  huimin 
being,  are  always  and  all  the  time  iimlergoiivg  th.e  e\'olvmg 
ytrocess;  and,  like  **  poor  Joe,'’  com])elle<l  irresistibly  •*  t*) 
move  on  ! ’’  This  decree  of  tlie  Creator  is  established  by 
no  Scotch  verdict,  but  the  Almighty  mind. 
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!N'ow,  just  as  the  individual,  be  he  young  or  old  or  of 
middle  age,  has  been  ‘Agoing  on,''yOr  ‘‘evolving”  (which  is 
a better  w’ord,  because  the  process  is  “ from  within,  out- 
ward”), so  has  it  been  with  this  neighborhood,  viewed  as 
a whole,  constantly  going  through  the  universal  scheme 
of  evolution,  ever  since  it  first  began  to  be  an  organized 
community  by  building  the  meeting  house  dowm  yonder. 
It  is  interesting  and  not  unprofitable,  certainly  not  untrue, 
to  regard  that  spot,  with  its  change  of  structure,  as  the 
centra.^'point  where  “ began,  continues,  and  (may  we  not 
say  ?)  will  end  the  life  of  this  Sandy  Spring.” 

My  work  is  now  to  trace,  with  the  help  received  from  our 
two  valuable  auxiliaries,  the  course  of  events,  and  especially 
such  as  have  most  directly  contributed  to  the  evolution  that 
has  taken  place  in  the  neighborhood  since  the  last  Annual 
Record.  Of  course  we  shall  adhere  to  the  objective 
mainly,  since  innermost  motives,  although  the  real  source 
of  outward  actions,  are  generally  too  secret  and  sacred  for 
our  pens  to  intrude.  Before  commencing  the  ^Monthly 
Records,  it  seems  ])roper  to  make  the  general  statement 
tliat  our  ])CO])le  have  fairly  and  fully  shared  in  the  obvious 
acknowledged  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  Yet  in 
setting  this  claim  forward  I am  forcibly  reminded  to  put 
the  question,  What  constitutes  pros])erity?  Where  the 
lieart  is  recently  torn  by  grief  for  the  loss  of  friends  who 
were  so  near  and  dear,  how  insignificant,  so  far  as  human 
hap])iness  is  concerned,  appear  those  large  crops,  big 
barns,  inflated  bank  investments,  and  all  worldly  gains ! 
AVlieii  some  of  its  best  inhabitants  are  taken  away  by 
deatl’!,  tlie  neighborhood  learns  to  estimate  what  it  is  that 
constitutes  real  value. 

April,  1880.  The  first  event  chronicled  this  month 
was  a fire  that  occurred  hear  the  Patuxent  river,  among 
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the  Johnson  family.  It  was  not  a large  house,  but  the 
loss  was  felt  very  severely  by  the  siiflerers.  Such  lively 
efforts  w^e  made  by  our  people,  living  in  the  vicinity,  to 
provide  clothing  and  other  necessaries  for  their  relief, 
that  a portion  of  the  supplies  sent  from  a distance  was 
returned.  First  came  fire,  then  frost;  the  latter  did 
the  most  damage.  On  the  8th  of  the  month  the  ther- 
mometer sunk  to  32°  (on  the  same  day  of  the  same 
month,  years  ago,  it  rose  to  88°).  Of  course,  apprehensions 
on  accn  unt  of  the  fruit  were  generally  excited,  wliich 
were  proved  by  the  results  to  be  only  too  true,  I’each 
buds  were  destroyed,  occasioning  serious  loss  to  persons 
who  have  been  increasing  their  stock  of  trees;  tlie  few 
who  escaped  the  damage  received  corresponding  ad- 
vantage. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Horticultural  Society  for  the 
year  was  held  in  this  month  at  Olney  on  tlie  IGth,  and 
was  admitted  by  the  large  company  tliat  attended  to  be  a 
very  interesting  affair ; but  none  could  tell  Charles  Far- 
quhar  how  to  save  his  peaches. 

The  lovers  of  amusement,  reinforced  by  a visitor  from 
Hew  York,  commenced  in  this  month  to  gratify  tlieir  love 
of  sport,  by  the  practice  of  what  is  called  ^Hkill  Shoot- 
ing.^’ It  is  described  as  an  exhibition  of  wonderful  skill ; 
and  is  certainly  very  innocent. 

An  entertainment  of  cjuite  another  sort  was  had  at 
Olney  Grange  Hall;  it  was  packed  with  an  animated 
crowd,  that  came  to  enjoy  a fine  concert  and  each  otlier's 
company.  The  benediction  was  in  the  object;  the  col- 
lection of  225  iforsons  producing  a considerable  sum,  to 
be  devoted  for  tlie  benefit  of  a library  for  tljc  use  of  fine 
members  of  that  v/orthy  Ordeu*;  and,  perhaps,  for  a 
number  outside. 
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May.  The  most  important  minute  of  the  month’s  pro- 
ceedings is  found  in  this  notice— Now  begins  the  Local 
Option  Carnpaign.”  The  weather  was  warm  last  month ; 
but  toward  the  end.  of  this  the  heat,  with  the  drought, 
became  excessive.  The  census  taken  on  the  first  day  of 
this  month,  of  the  members  of  Sandy  Spring  Monthly 
Meeting,  shows  a total  of  247 — divided  as  follows:  adult 
males,  76 — females,  84 — male  minors,  45 — female  minors, 
42.  This  preponderance  of  boys  occasioned  some  surprise ; 
but  it  is  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  one  party 
remains  under  the  denomination  of  minor  till  he  reaches 
the  age  of  21,  while  the  girls  cease  to  be  so  after  18.  A 
singular  fact  relating  to  the  census  is  that  in  each  of  20 
families  there  are  just  3 children. 

June.  The  first  day  of  this  beautiful  month  was  sig- 
nalized by  a large  Local  Option  meeting  in  the  court 
house  at  llockville.  A plan  of  organization  was  adopted, 
which  worked  splendidly,  and  led  to  a success  beyond  the 
expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  advocates  of  the  great 
cause. 

Considerable  interest  was  manifested  at  times  during 
this  month  and  the  last,  in  “cables”  from  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  telling  of  feats  of  skill  in  shooting  at 
long  range,  performed  by  our  fellow-neighbor,  Dr.  Samuel 
I.  Scott,  Some  pride  in  the  success  obtained  in  the  far 
foreign  land  by  one  of  our  “ Sandy  Spring  boys,”  was 
very  natural ; even  for  those  who  prefer  to  admire  the 
skill  manifested  in  his  immediate  profession.  Still 
“nothing  succeeds  in  the  world  like  success.” 

The  appoiiilment  of  our  Lveeum  Ih'esident,  Benjamin 
il.  lUiller,  a.>  one  uf  iiie  l\laryiaud  delegates  to  the  Presi- 
dential Convention  in  Chicago,  was  of  local  interest; 
his  last  vote  being  generally  approved. 
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A matter  of  equal  or  superior  interest,  namely  the 
harvest,  approached  with  rapid  strides.  ISTone  earlier  is 
remembered.  Considerable  excitement  was  roused  in  the 
use  of  binders,  now  first  successfully  employed  amont^'t 
us.  Uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  yield  of  the  wheat 
crop  continued  longer  than  usual.  The  correct  verdict 
probably  was  ‘‘ somewhat  above  the  average,  on  the  wliole, 
yet  varying  very  much  in  individual  cases.”  Threshing 
actually  began  in  this  month. 

I cannot  forbear  recording,  as  a matter  of  gi/neral 
interest,  the  return  of  Eliza  N.  Bentley  to  her  old  Inune  ; 
bringing  another  charming  attraction,  beside  herself,  in 
books  and  pictures. 

A tragical  death  occurred  on  the  14th,  caused  by 
kerosene — Mabel  Peirce  tlie  victim. 

July,  1880.  Another  very  sad  and  sudden  death  oc- 
curred near  the  Bone  Mill;  Jane  Cuff  falling  in  the 
night  into  a well. 

It  is  a time  of  tragical  deaths.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th  of  this  month  a large  company  lield  the  usual 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Gluey  Grange;  and  while  all 
were  enjoying  the  entertainment,  at  which  no  one  assisted 
so  agreeably  as  Dr.  John  Willson  Magruder,  he  suddenly 
dropped  on  the  floor,  and  by  the  coming  of  dawn  m \t 
morning,  his  bright,  bold  spirit  had  left  its  sphuidid 
earthly  tenement  a mass  of  lifeless  clay.  A void 
left  there,  never  since  filled. 

In  this  same  month  occurred,  near  Bockville,  a horrihle 
tragedy,  not  to  be  named  or  described. 

An  extraordinary  rainfall  liappened  on  the  fifrli,  "ha 
measured  five  inches,  though  lasting  scarcely  two 
Harvest  closed  as  it  began,  very  early;  oats  being 
the  4th. 
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A young  officer,  Thomas  L.  Moore,  took  his  place . in 
tlie  M.  F.  I.  0 ” — whose  seiwices  and  deportment  therein 
have  been  'wholly  satisfactory  to  those  concerned. 

In  this  month,  invalids  and  others  not  much  sick, 
sought  the  springs,  the  mountains,  and  the  ocean  shore. 
I know  one  wffio  hrouglit  out  of  the  water  a grievous 
trouble  that  lasted  years.  It  is  a pleasing  task  to  close 
the  record  of  an  awful  month  with  the  announcement 
that  the  15th  was  chosen  as  their  wedding  day  by  Edward 
K.  Bentley  and  Hallie  Chandlee. 

August.  The  farmers’  comparatively  leisure  month — 
which  they  are  certainly  entitled  to,  for  the  recreation 
that  best  suits  them,  whether  it  be  travel  abroad  or 
enjoyments  at  home.  Tours  were  taken  by  Caleb  Stabler, 
B.  Itusli  Roberts,  Henry  C.  Ilallowell  and  others,  whose 
years  and  character  gave  assurance  that  they  were  not 
likely  to  get  into  mischief,  though  tlje  line  of  travel 
carried  some  of  them  near  a thousand  miles  away. 

In  relation  to  amusements  of  the  more  youthful  portion, 
the  remark  was  made  some  time  in  July  tliat  it  had  been 
so  far  ‘‘a  quiet  season.”  It  continued  so*  although  the 
archery  games  were  resumed  with  lively  spirit.  Your 
historian,  having  a better  opportunity  of  making  obser- 
vations, at  a meeting  held  before  his  own  door,  i^y  the 
large  group  now  constituting  the  Archery  Club,  can 
testify  that  the  phiyers  and  the  game  form  an  animated 
picture  very  pleasing  to  the  eye.  At  tiie  same  time, 
lie  perceived  that  there  were  more  and  stronger  impulses 
stirred  up  amongst  the  players  than  he  had  been  aware 
of.  All  pleasant  so  far,  no  doubt;  but  capable  of  being 
cai’j-ied  far  enough  to  lead  to  mischief;  ‘•human  nature'’ 
will  exert  itself. 

Improvements  must  be  ‘noted,  as  usual,  in  several 
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places : buildings  at  Ashton ; a fire-proof  at  Sandy  Spring ; 
the  free  use  of  field  beans  as  a fertilizing  material ; their' 
introduction  into  this  neighborhood  being  due,  I am  told, 
to  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Henry  II.  stiller.  Corn 
begins  to  promise  a heavy  yield. 

September,  1880.  This  month  developed  rapidly 
through  its  early  stages,  the  assurance  that  the  corn 
crop  was  going  to  be  very  fine,  especially  for  those  who 
had  followed  the  fashion  of  late  planting ; the  success  of 
a doubtful  practice,  owing,  as  seems  to  me,  to  unusual 
amount  of  rain.  The  Horticultural  Fair  held  at  the 
Lyceum,  near  the  beginning  of  the  month,  was  very  well 
attended,  but,  to  use  the  mild  expression  of  my  worthy 
colleague,  “the  various  articles  were  not  cpiite  as  numer- 
ous as  at  some  other  exhibitions.’^  indeed.  A 

moYQ profitahle  Fair  was  looming  in  the  near  future;  and 
contributors  preferred  “to  put  their  productions  where 
they  would  do  the  most  goodP  Which  they  did. 

The  Fair  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  at  Eockville, 
again  suffered  severely  from  disastrous  weather.  Great 
pains  had  been  taken  to  insure  a success,  and  liberal 
premiums  profusely  ofiered;  but  no  exertions  of  the 
wortliy  President  could  make  up  for  heavy  rain.  Con- 
tributors from  Sandy  Spring  had  not  mucli  to  com])]aiii 
of;  securing  over  $.250  to  their  portion,  out  of  near  §950 
oflereel  to  tiie  whole  county,  not  including  allowance  for 
the  races.  No  doubt  those  who  protited  most  by  the  Fail*, 
having  merited  all  they  received,  will  be  found  ready 
to  assist  liberally  in  relieving  the  sore  need  of  the  Society. 
Since  faitli  in  equinoctials  as  ;i  reason  for  changing  the 
time  of  meeting  was  net  -iicce.-.'riii,  -iiail  we  depend 
on  ATiinor  next  time  to  fix  the  clatef 

The  wheat  seeding  began  in  the  latter  part  of  September 
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more  extensively  than  usual,  and  the  present  appearance 
would  fiivor  the  practice.  A Local  Option  meeting  was 
held  on  the  26th,  and  attended  by  a large  throng.  Eloquent 
speakers,  especially  Mr.  E"ye  and  Dr.  Magruder,  addressed 
the  meeting,  and  a boom  for  Temperance  was  excited, 
which  will  tell  at  the  polls. 

The  Orthodox  Meeting  House,  built  in  a very  convenient 
location  on  a half  acre  of  land,  bought  of  B.  Eush  Roberts, 
was  finished  this  month;  tlie  first  meeting  being  held  and 
quite  numerously  attended,  in  the  11th  Month.  This 
being  one  of  the  subjects  affecting  the  interests  of  the 
neighborhood,  a few  remarks  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here.  I think  the  general  impression  is  one  favorable  to 
the  influence  of  the  new  church.  Some  stir  was  produced 
among  us  at  first,  and  that  may  do  good  in  a community 
for  the  most  part  so  well  satisfied  and  comfortable  as  to 
be  in  some  danger  of  gi'owing  too  indifferent  and  quiet. 
The  moderate  degree  of  excitement  tlms  awakened  being 
controlled  by  the  spirit  of  charity,  which,  I verily  believe, 
prevails  throughout  this  section,  can  only  tend  to  freshen 
up  the  interest  of  our  members  in  the  principles  inherited 
from  a long  line  of  faithful  ancestors ; while  it  must  con- 
firm their  regard  for  the  old  spot  where  the  forefathers 
began  to  assemble  a century  and  a half  ago,  and  where 
their  remains  rest  in  peace. 

October,  1880.  A month  dry  and  very  dry,  but  drilling 
in  the  wheat  goes  on  lively.  Gold  mining,  or  rather  the 
spirit  of  it,  is  roused  again  near  the  old  spot,  at  Brooke 
Meadow.  Digging  has  also  been  done  in  the  land  uf 
James  S.  ILillnwell,  but  so  far  without  practical  result, 
uluny  ve]]>  ha\e  given  out  that  failed  to  be  restored  iiuril 
far  into  the  winter.  My  colleague  writes  that  she  has 
nothing  to  note  during  the  month.  The  politicians 
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would  not  agree  with  her.  One  thing  does  deserve  to  be 
noted,  for  it  was  indeed  “a  tiling  of  beauty,*’  namely,  the 
more  than  usual  brilliancy  of  the  autumn  foliage. 

November.  No  scarcity  of  subjects  now.  The  great 
event  of  the  second  being  the  election  of  the  President, 
for  whom  the  larger  number  of  us  voted,  attended  with 
the  still  finer  victory  of  Local  Option  ” ; these  taken  to- 
gether produced  more  pleasing  excitement  than  I ever 
knew  at  any  previous  election.  The  best  part  of  the 
triumph  is  the  moral  one : every  district  in  our  county 
giving  a majority,  in  all  amounting  to  1530,  against  ‘4Vee 
liquor.”  'f'he  coming  May  will  see  it  put  into  action, 
unless  those  who  won  the  victory  shall  suffer  its  fruits  to 
be  lost. 

The  day  thus  made  so  bright  and  glorious  was  followed 
by  one  that  filled  with  sincere  mourning  the  many  friends 
of  Samuel  Ellicott,  who  departed  this  life  the  third  of 
November,  1880. 

It  was  in  this  eleventh  month  that  one  of  the  concerned 
female  friends  made  the  proposition  to  have  an  afternoon 
meeting  on  First-Lay,  with  a special  object  to  interest  the 
young  friends  in  the  principles  of  the  Society.  The  sug- 
gestion (of  Patty  T.  Farquhar'i  met  with  approval,  for  it  was 
thought  that  some  ex])lanation  might  be  given  of  Friends’ 
doctrines  that  would  be  new  to  many  and  profitable  to  all. 
The  first  gatherings  were  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
they  have  continued,  although  diminishing  in  degree,  and 
designed  to  be  kept  up  on  every  alternate  First-day.  It 
was  to  be  anticipated  that  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  so 
new  in  its  character,  would  meet  v ith  doubtful  support,  if 
not  direct  OY^position  from  some  of  our  members.  The 
purpose  was  not  fully  understood;  and  as  it  came  to  be 
explained  by  those  who  differed  in  their  views,  it  was 
21 
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natural  that  some  confusion  might  result.  One  of  the 
chief  objects  of  the  undertaking  -vvas  to  impart  to  children 
clearer  views  of  the  principles  of  the  Society  to  which 
they  belong.  Probably  this  purpose  has  not  been  fully 
accomplished  as  yet ; but  it  may  well  be  regarded  as  within 
the  reach  of  diligent,  devoted  efibrt,  even  though  there  are 
difliculties  connected  with  it.  The  alternate  evening 
gatherings  to  hear  expositions  of  Scripture,  and  consult  on 
other  religious  subjects,  still  go  on.  It  may  be  justly 
claimed  that  the  evidences  afforded  during  the  year  now 
closing  of  increasing  interest  in  religious  cpiestions  cannot 
be  doubted;  which  ouglit  to  encourage  all  who  feel  that 
such  interest  is  essential  to  true,  real  progress. 

During  the  early  part  of  Xovember  a sufficient  quantity 
of  rain  fell  to  give  the  wheat  a fine  start.  Also  a violent 
wind-storm  came  on  the  6th,  about  11  P.  doing  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  trees  at  Eockland,  and  to  sheds 
and  stacks  elsewhere,  performing  some  very  remarkable 
feats,  resembling  a cyclone. 

On  the  night  of  the  2Sth,  at  a point  of  time  very  near 
the  coming  of  a new  day,  Benjamin  Eiish  Eoberts  passed 
from  works  to  rewards. 

December.  The  new  month  came  in  with  his  funeral : 
and  the  long  train  of  friends  that  followed  his  remains  to 
the  grave,  showed,  though  imperfectly,  the  liigh  respect 
felt  for  the  departed. 

On  tlie  morning  of  the  Sth,  James  II.  Stone  passed 
away  very  quietly,  after  a long  illness  of  nearly  two  years. 
He  was  last  to  go  of  the  three  whose  death  made  such  a 
Serious  break  in  the  lone'  list,  luTherto  inibrokeii  by  death, 
of  the  old  “Farmers’  Club  of  Sandy  S[)riiig.'^ 

Hntii  the  20th  of  tliis  month  the  weather  bad  been 
variable,  though  rather  cold ; now,  the  winter  is  on  and 
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before  ns — the  memorable  ^viiiter  of  ’S0-’81,  the  most 
severe  for  a quarter  of  a century.  ‘‘Oh>  the  long  and 
dreary  winter!  Olq  the  cold  and  cruel  winter! ” was  the 
cry  of  many,  in  sympathy  with  Hiawatha.  Yet  few  were 
much  hurt.  The  impressions  produced  on  our  minds  by 
the  sad  losses  of  friends  at  the  beginning  of  the  season, 
had,  doubtless,  much  influence  in  casting  an  aspect  of 
gloom  over  the  period  that  followed. 

Among  the  events  of  the  season  the  writer  must  not 
forget  to  reher  to  the  long  period  of  sleigliing,  lasting 
nearly  eight  weeks  ; and  in  perfection  of  quality  probably 
never  surpassed.  How  much  pleasure  attended  it  and 
what  interesting  combinations  are  yet  to  result  from  the 
numerous  merr\  rides  taken  by  our  youths  and  maidens,  I 
am  quite  unequal  to  describe  or  foretell, — but  must  speak 
a word  for  an  important  party  in  the  jolly  concern. 
Fortunately  for  the  riders  and  the  beasts  that  drew  them, 
the  epizootic  of  the  previous  autumn  had  borne  lightly  on 
the  health  and  strength  of  the  horses;  else  the  immediate 
sequelcB  of  the  sleighing  frolics  miglit  have  been  less 
agreeable.  It  is  a scientific  conclusion  susceptible  of 
proof,  that  a considerable  portion  of  vigor  and  power  wns 
draw'll  out  of  the  beasts  by  the  continued  rapid  movement 
which  w’as  unavoidable.  It  is  not  to  be  sii]q)osed  tl)at 
many  of  the  horses  which  flourished  in  the  winter  of  ’SO- 
’81  w'ill  ever  reach  the  25,  28  and  35  years  that  w'ere  at- 
tained by  three  ar  Clifton.  In  those  earlier  times,  the 
average  speed  in  lively  driving  was  not  over  five  miles  an 
hour;  now' it  could  not  be  put  below'  seven.  Probably 
tlie  period  in  which  the  ow'uers  of  horses  wdll  enjoy  their 
use  will  be  found  in  the  same  proportion;  that  is,  as 
5 to  ?.  This  makes  a great  difference  in  actual  value  of 
the  noblest  of  beasts.  Does,  the  comparative  satisfaction 
hold  the  same  ? 
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In  agricultural  communities,  the  treatment  and  con- 
dition of  horses  are  justly  considered  next  in  importance 
to  that  of  human  beings.  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that 
horses  are  being  driyen  fast  and  faster;  in  one  sense  I 
suppose  this  is  progress.  But  I could  not  forbear  an 
earnest  effort  to  invite  attention  to  a subject  that  does 
really  come  near  to  ‘‘the  business  and  bosoms  of  the 
people.” 

If  prose  fails  to  convince,  pray  listen  to  a few  lines  of 
genuine  poetry.  AYhile  riding  the  other  day  behind  a 
liorse,  once  very  sleek,  but  now  looking  rather  forlorn,  the 
idea  rose  to  put  a question  to  the  animal — “What  do  you 
think  about  this  fast  driving,  which  I well  knov/  you 
have  experienced  ? ” and  the  answer  came : 

“The  only  art  my  siiame  to  cover, 

To  hide  my  ribs  from  every  eye, 

To  bring  repentance  to  my  lover 
And  pinch  his  pocket — is  to  die!” 

and  die  he  did — or  soon  will. 

January,  1881.  The  new  year  being  that  of  which  so 
many  disastrous  prophecies  have  been  made,  came  in  with 
thermometer  at  10°  to  28°  (minus),  tlie  latter  being  the 
lowest  tlgure  ever  reached  in  this  neigliborhood ; and  was 
at  or  near  the  banks  of  “Hawlings  luver.” 

The  first  business  aflair,  as  usual,  was  the  Annual 
fleeting  of  the  stockholders,  or  rather  members  of  the 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Montgomery  County. 
It  was  attended  by  a larger  number  of  persons  than  usual, 
on  account  of  the  interest  felt  in  tlie  election  of  a director 
to  supply  the  })lace  of  B.  Ihisli  Eoberts,  who  had  been  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  rictive  and  useful  meiul>ers  of 
the  board.  The  choice  of  Charles  G.  Porter  gave  general 
satisfaction.  Tiiis  large  institution,  having  now'  property 
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insured  to  tl;e  amount  of  $13,750,000,  with  premium 
notes  over  $930,000,  lias  paid  during  the  year  losses  by 
fire  over  $22,000  (wliich  is  less  than  the  average  of  late 
times). 

The  Farmers’  Convention  was  worthy  of  a fuller  account 
than  I have  time  or  space  to  give ; but  the  published  notices 
of  the  proceedings  amply  supply  deficiencies  here.*  The 
number  coming  from  a wide  sweep  of  country  was  estimated 
at  200.  A ne^v  feature  was  introduced  which  proved  very 
popular.  The  meeting  beginning  now  at  10,  the  ladies 
came  in  at  12,  bringing  us  a luxurious  dinner,  and  went 
like  a flash  cf  light.  The  president’s  introductory  re- 
marks were  excellent,  and  two  essays  read  by  Dr.  Frank 
Thomas  and  Charles  F.  Kirk  were  far  above  tlie  common 
sort.  The  new  feed  called  ensilage  Avas  exhibited,  and 
Avell  explained  and  recommended  by  Robert  F.  Roberts,  of 
Alexandria,  Va.  The  County  Grange  held  a delightful 
quarterly  meeting  at  Brighton.  Lea’s  mill  changed  hands, 
Henry  T.  Lea  coming  to  the  steam  mill,  and  George  L. 
Stabler  taking  the  one  he  left. 

A news}>aper  article  appeared  in  the  •Ghiltimore  Amer- 
ican,” WTitten  by  a lady,  Virginia  Mullan,  giving  to  our 
beloved  neighborhood,  so  far  as  she  became  acquainted 
with  it,  such  admiring  appreciation  as  Avouhl  no  doubt  be 
almost  too  much  for  our  Avell-knoAvn  modesty  to  alloAv  of 
my  copying  it  in  this  place.  It  shall  be  tiled  aAvay  for 
future  reference.  AVhat  a loss  that  the  lady  did  not  get  to 
see  the  Avhole  of  the  neighborhood,  Avhen  she  manifested 
such  true  perception  of  a part ! 

In  this  month  of  January,  on  the  22d,  Win.  Henry 
Farqnhar,  Jr.,  w;w  married  to  Isabella  Robbins,  of  New 
York. 

February,  1881.  About  the  middle  of  this  month  the 
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snow  and  sleigliing  loft  ns,  and  we  saw  with  great  satis- 
faction the  bare  ground  once  more:  wheels  took  the  place 
which  runners  had  usurped  so  long.  Even  the  young  men 
acknowledged  for  once  they  were  tired  of  sleighing;  but 
it  would  appear  that  a young  woman  tired  of  sleighing  is 
a phenomenon  yet  to  be  seen.  On  the  22d  of  this  month 
three  persons  went  from  the  neighborhood  to  attend  a 
“ Centennial  of  a Eriends’  Meeting  House/’  in  Baltimore, 
the  oldest  place  of  'worship  in  the  city.  The  house  is 
kept  in  beautiful  order. 

As  usual,  February  is  not  an  exciting  month.  Excite- 
ment waited  for 

March.  The  inauguration  of  President  Garfield  was  a 
grand  affair,  more  fully  attended  and  more  interesting  tliaii 
usual.  The  only  drawback  was  the  dismal  weather.  IS’o 
President  has  taken  his  seat  w*ith  so  many  favorable  omens 
for  very  many  years.  But  troubles  must  come.  (!)  The 
w'orld  is  in  such  a state  of  universal  excitement,  the 
booming  elements  so  far  from  a condition  of  harmonious 
operation,  and  yet  all  the  nations  drawn  by  recent  dis- 
coveries and  inventions  so  much  more  nearly  together 
than  ever  before,  that  a clashing  in  some  point  is  surely 
unavoidable;  and  when  it  comes,  history  will  have  to 
record  other  scenes  than  those  which  happen  in  our 
peaceful  neighborhood. 

Peaceful  as  we  are,  we  cannot  all  thinlc  alike.  The 
spirit  of  compromise  is,  however,  always  at  hand  to  settle 
such  differences  as  may  occur.  So  it  proved  at  the  annual 
meeting  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  of  the  ‘’Sandy  Spring 
Savings  Institution.”  Tlie  new  treasurer,  Joseph  T. 
Moore,  wlm  has  certainly  found  the  place  he  was  designed 
for,  produced  a report  which  was  very  llattering:  it  shows 
amount  now  on  hand,  :pl36,608,  paying  to  depositors  an 
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interest  of  $(;278.56,  leaving  a surplus  owned  by  that 
mysterious  bcdy  called  “ the  Institii tion/’  of  §2320.59.  It 
also  exhibits  a list  of  moneyed  investments  now  worth 
§7000  more  than  they  cost.  The  question  arose,  shall  the 
interest  now  allowed  be  4 or  5 per  cent.  ? That  blessed 
spirit  of  compromise  decided  on  44,  to  the  general  satis- 
faction. 

How'  varied  the  incidents  that  affect  the  feelings  of 
mankind  I At  the  usual  First-day  meeting,  held  on  the 
13th,  after  listening  with  rapt  attention  to  a moving  dis- 
course delivered  by  Caroline  H.  IMiller,  with  that  clear- 
ness, beauty,  and  impressiveness  which  characterize  her 
addresses,  w'e  ^vere  startled  and  shocked  by  the  announce- 
ment from  Koger  B.  Farquhar,  of  the  death  of  Judge 
Eichard  J.  Bowie,  about  the  middle  of  the  preceding  night. 
If  it  is  ever  proper  to  include  the  name  of  one  not  a 
resident  in  our  local  mortuary  record.  Judge  Bowie  had 
the  fullest  unquestionable  claim  to  this  tribute  of  our 
respect  and  love.  lie  had  always  manifested  these  feelings 
towards  us  in  a remarkable  degree.  At  a time  when 
Sandy  Spring  wais  far  from  receiving  the  testimonies  of 
regard  ordinarily  showm  by  neighboring  communities 
toward  each  other,  we  could  look  to  Judge  Bowie  as 
a fast  friend,  I might  almost  say  as  a protector  in 
those  troubled  days.  Thus  w^as  our  mutual  regard 
cemented  by  tics  that  only  death  could  sever.  So  much 
has  been  well,  truly,  and  beautifully  WTitten  and  spoken 
of  this  departed  ornament  and  stay  of  our  county  and 
State,  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  enter  into  furtlier 
delineation  of  his  spotless  character,  or  to  repeat  in  this 
place  the  }>raise  profusely  aii'l  justly  lavished  on  Judge 
Bowie  by  the  many  writers  and  speakers  wiiowT-re  prompt 
to  undertake  the  ready  task*  Measured  by  my  feelings,  it 
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is  a relief  to  express  the  opinion  that  he  who  praised 
highest  came  nearest  the  full  truth.  Such  a union  of 
purity  and  mental  power,  of  firmness  and  gentleness,  of 
courtesy  and  dignity,  of  those  excellences  of  mind,  soul 
and  person  “ that  give  the  world  assurance  of  a man,”  is 
indeed  rarely  found. 

We  hear  nothing  but  favorable  accounts  from  our  vari- 
ous societies,  social  and  literary ; Olney  Grange  with  its 
new  library  in  the  number.  The  Lyceum  proceedings  are 
rather  stagnant;  tiie  suggestion  being  made  that  its  bright 
spirit  has  moved  to  the  village  of  Mechanicsville,  which 
is  “all  right!” 

Special  mention  is  due  to  the  Benevolent  Aid  Society, 
which  began  its  work  on  its  regular  day,  tlie  first  Tuesday 
in  November,  and  continued  its  semi-monthly  meetings 
till  tlie  29th  of  this  month.  Although  the  demands  for 
assistance  during  this  most  inclement  season  might  have 
been  expected  to  increase  over  the  past  year,  such  was  not 
the  case.  Of  the  §50  received  from  subscriptions  and 
donations,  there  remain  at  the  winding  up  §15,  which  can 
be  usefully  employed  in  the  summer.  Does  this  look  like 
a justification  of  thoughtless  remarks  predicting  that  the 
alarming  influence  of  these  charities  would  be  to  increase 
the  number  of  worthless  idlers  ? No ; it  is  very  safe  to 
give  to  such  distributors  as  this  Association — ^just  try 
it  freely — “ and  don’t  you  forget ! ” 

William  John  Thomas,  after  a very  busy  life  as  a 
farmer,  last  autumn  relinquished  the  occupation  to  his 
son,  who  bears  the  name  of  the  old-time  original  builder 
of  the  house — Joliii  Tliomas — a brother  of  his  great- 
grandfather. Tb.is  L tlie  third  case  of  the  kind  happen- 
ing in  this  neighborhood  within  a year;  wherein  the 
venerable  sire,  having  done  his  share  of  the  world’s  work, 
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leaves  his  son  to  do  the  same.  May  he,  in  each  case,  do 
as  well,  or  better ! 

Your  historian,  having  already  prepared  in  writing 
several  tributes  to  the  memory  of  our  three  friends  who 
departed  this  life  near  the  close  of  the  year  1880,  has 
received  with  much  satisfaction  the  following  obituaries 
from  the  pen  of  his  two  colleagues. 

Samuel  Ellicott  died  11th  month,  3d,  after  a long  and 
suffering  illness.  He  was  a very  remarkable  man.  Though 
deprived  of  sight  in  his  boyhood,  he  became  one  among 
our  best  farmers;  loved  and  respected  by  all  his  friends. 
He  was  the  first  member  of  the  old  club  to  cross  tlie 
river  and  enter  the  Beautiful  Land  ’’ — 

“ The  Land — ^by  the  spoiler  untrod, 

Unpolluted  by  sorrow  or  care  ; 

It  is  lighted  alone  by  the  presence  of  God, 

Whose  throne  and  whose  temple  arc  there  : 

Its  ciystalline  streams,  with  a murmurous  flow. 

Meander  through  valleys  of  green, 

And  its  mountains  of  jasper  are  bright  in  the  glow 
Of  a splendor  no  mortal  hath  seen.” 

Died,  12th  month,  8th,  James  H.  Stone,  passing  away 
quietly,  after  a very  long  and  depressing  illness;  fully 
prepared  for  ^Hhe  happy  change  '’ — so  far  as  one  human 
being  can  judge  the  condition  of  another.  He  was  faith- 
ful and  industrious  in  the  work  which  occupied  his  time. 
A farmer  of  the  sort  so  much  needed  in  our  neighbor- 
hood, distinguishing  himself  by  a steady  course  of  im- 
provement ; so  that  he  left  a flourishing,  productive,  in- 
viting tract,  where  he  found  one  little  better  than  a barren 
waste:  and  to  do  tliis  is  to  perform  one  of  tlie  cardinal 
duties  of  country  life.  He  was  a true  friend  and  kindly 
neighbor,  always  ready  to  lend  and  to  help. 
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Benjamin  Ensli  Eoberts  was  born  in  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1810.  His  father  dying  prema- 
turely, the  young  lad  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  at 
a tender  age,  but  he  took  with  him  out  into  the  busy 
world  the  priceless  riches  of  truth,  honesty,  perseverance 
and  a good  heart.  He  came  to  Baltimore  to  live,  appren- 
ticed himself  to  ah  apothecary,  and  after  some  years  of 
close  application,  he  entered  into  the  drug  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  was,  almost  from  the  first,  very  suc- 
cessful. He  once  told  the  writer  he  was  convinced  that 
any  one,  working  steadily  and  honestly  at  whatever  he 
could  do  best,  might  secure  a competency  for  old  age.  He 
married  the  eldest  daughter  of  John  l^eedles  of  Baltimore, 
and  they  lived  together  nearly  11  years,  a happy,  united 
couple. 

The  druggist  is  almost  proverbially  short-lived.  B. 
Eush  Eoberts,  prererriiig  health  to  wealth,  -relinquished 
his  occupation  when  in  the  full  tide  of  prosperity ; and 
moving  to  Sandy  Spring  in  1851,  he  took  his  place  among 
us  as  a practical  farmer,  and  was  ever  foremost  in  advo- 
cating agricultural  reforms.  It  will  be  within  the  bounds 
of  truth  to  state  that  there  was  not  a single  public  effort 
here  aiming  at  good  results  in  which  he  did  not  join 
heartily,  identifying  himself  completely  with  his  new 
home.  With  no  children  of  his  own  to  provide  for,  the 
boys  and  girls  whom  he  wisely  aided  to  become  self- 
supporting  are  scattered  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Missis- 
sippi. MTio  can  estimate  the  future  harvest  of  good  deeds 
Vrbich  may  spring  up  from  this  good  seed?  His  house 
was  ever  open  to  any  who  needed  shelter;  he  constantly 
put  in  i)racrice  tlie  truili  that  ‘‘ when  you  tn/stii  man  you 
place  liim  under  liie  wholesome  restraint  of  public 
opinion’’;  and  although  he  gave  the  meanest  tramp 
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shelter,  his  hospitality,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  never 
abused.  A servant  who  lived  at  his  home  of  “ Sherwood,’’ 
said  that  if  people  were  not  nice  when  they  came  there, 
they  got  so  before  they  left.”  During  the  war  Miss  Dix 
was  quietly  informed  that  she  might  select  a number  of 
hospital  nurses  who  needed  recreation  and  send  them  to 
Sherwood  for  a fortnight  each ; they  came  by  twos  and 
threes,  and  returned  cheered  and  strengthened. 

His  offices  of  trust  were  many  and  varied,  and  the  duties 
of  each  were  discharged  with  energy  and  fidelity.  While 
he  was  no  man’s  enemy,  he  was  not  afraid  of  any  man; 
and  in  small  things  as  in  great  he  dared  to  do  what  he 
believed  to  be  right.  His  cheerful  disposition,  his  charity 
of  thought  no  less  than  of  deed,  his  kindly  greeting  to 
young  and  old,  combine  to  make  his  memory  precious,  and 
we  believe  that  all  who  knew  him  will  agree  that  Sandy 
Spring  is  the  better  for  his  sojourn  amongst  us. 

While  a noble  and  correct  life  enabled  him  to  meet 
death  without-fear,  still  the  complete  and  orderly  arrange- 
ment of  his  temporal  affairs  had  much  to  do  with  the 
serenity  of  his  last  days  on  earth.  His  sufferings  were 
great,  yet  his  patience  and  sweetness  of  disposition  never 
failed,  and  his  childlike  faith  never  wavered.  ISiot  long 
before  he  died  he  said : It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that 

religion  was  a simple  thing,  and  I have  thought  it  con- 
sists in  doing  each  day  what  we  believe  to  be  right.”  He 
quietly  passed  away  during  the  night  of  the  28th  of 
November,  and  was  laid  to  reM  on  the  first  of  December, 
1880,  while  the  flood  of  the  sun’s  setting  rays  seemed 
typical  of  the  gl<»ry  into  which  he  bad  surely  entered. 

statistics  of  our  neighhorliood  tor  tiie  year,  as  before 
stated  : Births,  4 (2  of  eacii  sex) ; Marriages,  2 ; Deaths,  8. 


ISS. 


7CIV:Aa  to  aJAXilA 


. ' V : ,*; 

o'W  na  liii  o«  .vlifiiHqiOii  aiil  {i9il9if9 

V:  vfxiutf  mf  ii-.  Mnf  inflT7<)$  A .I>^iJda 
^ ‘jlqocjq'ii  ” iudi  Lias 

ziaaslR  snfnjO  , ' 

vMhtpa^  io^h»  ^fi^int  »i(<  iutU  bsmiolm  ^I^ainp  saw 
m aoirmw’A  oifw  eofeiwa  liiiUieorf  , 

hi"!*';  'Jo’Wi  vd  tXHiiiiO  i4oa<»  a iol  l>o0w^tot{3 

-v“  J)‘?:jjiin:^tarf1fe  fjaaM9V^‘^d'9  b^in.iU^  haa^g^aid^ 

->^/jir’:)j  ->  I'HiH  dWf  i^rn)  lo  aoo®o  siH  ^ 

^■>: . il7/  dilw 

;:<.jwti  vna  1o  imt  ^1  {r<tmi^  t'aain  on  8«-/f  ed 

^ oi  ^tl  i?i  H«ma  iu  bae 

p vid-  ,cHi1jf^‘><pii*  ij/lT9‘x4q42fSE..  -Sd^h  o<f  oJ  bo7dlJ^ 

" oi  ^ijlk  i-t:g  ^anriilSfi  on  id^^uodMo 

^ ' Mti^iia  mi  ot  &iiidt«0*i  tblo  btw  §aiJO{ 

add od7/ 

A'j')  .«,h6«  -mimm  tid  lol  TJrl^^  odJ  al  §,aiiqo 
;)e^3f<T  i)?  xnffl  9tii  iO’^’ioo  inu;  jitloo  a olfd^/ 

-^'’:<^li;l1a  vh>b  10  biifc  ibis  j‘ta->l:  iwodiiw  diasb 

iirivr  oh  o.f  d-M)f‘?  L.d  brKHitnM  aid  lo  dnijm 

^^y>-  'iH  'J-ivg>  m rM*  s?»L  ud  lo  x^hmija 

i»<>i;i>oq=5ib  lo  Imiij  ^c>n‘^laq  tid 

■^*ri;>i  h)/^  t'y/ If Lt  diiid.  i^^ilbfido  8id  I»(Ui  Jwni*V 

oJ  byut^»v4  &mf  fl.*'  :bb;%  b'-)ib  sd  diolod 

1 ii  ^dpriodJ  '/#’iA'i  1 biJ-ii  .'Sifidl  s^Ufinia  a E^ivx  iiwgiloi 
^TI  ‘'.’li^h  vd  f't  ^«b  dou9  ^niob  oi  Usia 

' " 'lo  afife'  vri7iixp_ 

',iL>aj«v>?U  lo4--i:i  nil)  ifo  1iS3t  »n7f%im*W 

odi  lo  Rx>a  ijdl^ol’tdv  ,C^I 
"••'  Jv,n  .4m  v>*i»-.  Uoi  Md  ibid--^'  bdl  lo  hrjiqit 

^ <rtiiW  joi  WAd^'tMiiiijioo  ^uo  lo  aoiJfet.Jij-td 

.b Viiila Xi  ; - /r^i*h9iilC  : (x>a  U)  b ,»tliiili  * bi>lxi^a 

; . ■ V"J  ’ ;■’ 

M'-t':'' 


252 


ANNALS  or  SANDY  SPRING. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

From  Fourth  Month,  4th,  1881,  to  Fourth  Month,  3d,  1882. 

Transfer  of  the  “Early  History”  to  “The  Introductory”  — The 
Woman  Board  of  Directors  — Fund  for  benefit  of  Library  — 
Close  of  the  long,  cold  winter  of  1880-1881  — Three  little  boys 
and  a girl,  great  comfort  to  Grandparents  — Death  of  President 
Garfield  — Excursions  to  a distance  — Successful  use  of  Ensilage 
— Double  Tin  Wedding  — Schools  looking  up  — Aid  to  suf- 
ferers by  Michigan  fires — Election  of  a Friend,  Joseph  T. 
Moore,  as  Senator  of  3Iontgomery  County  — Engineers  come  and 
go  — New  arrangements  in  Friends’  Graveyard  — F.  D.  S. — 
Exhortations  to  the  Young  — Diphtheria. 

[In  the  manuscript  book  where  these  Annual  Reports 
were  origiDally  entered,  this  Chapter  was  made  to  consist 
chiefly  of  the  “ Early  History  of  Sandy  Spring.”  The 
publication  of  the  book  has  rendered  it  appropriate  to 
transfer  that  section  to  the  beginning,  where,  with  the  aid 
of  a more  careful  research,  it  may  occupy  its  place  as  an 
Introductory.]  ' 

The  usual  amount  of  space  and  time  being  thus  fully 
employed,  tlie  historian  will  be  excused  for  giving  a very 
condensed  account  of  the  incidents  of  the  last  twelve 
months.  In  order  not  to  neglect  any  important  events, 
we  take  tliem  as  usual  in  monthly  order. 

April,  18S1.  The  first  entry  of  my  esteemed  and  re- 
spected colleague  describes  the  death  of  her  niece,  Sarah 
r.  Townsend,  in  language  so  appropriate  and  beautiful 
that  it  will  (as  it  should)  be  carefully  preserved.  It 
occurred  at  Dresden,  Germany,  4th  month,  11th,  1381. 

My  younger  colleague  makes  the  statement,  very  properly 
inserted  here,  that  “ for  tbe^first  time  a Board  of  Directors 
composed  entirely  of  women  was  elected  at  the  Annual 
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, Meeting  of  the  Lyceum  Company.”  Also,  that  ‘‘a  de- 

lightful Concert  at  Grange  Hall  was  given  for  the  beneilt 
of  the  Library ; amount  collected  being  nearly  §50.”  The 
latter  part  of  this  month  was  rendered  pleasantly  memor- 
able by  the  change  of  weather,  closing  up  at  last  the  long, 
severe  winter. 

May.  Only  the  sad  record  of  the  birth  and  death  in  the 
same  day  of  a son  to  Edward  IN’,  and  Hallie  Bentley,  is 
furnished  this  month.  The  little  one,  who  is  without  a 
name  from  either  of  my  associates,  finds  here,  at  least,  a 
slight  memorial.  (Grandma  finds  a name — Herbert.) 

June,  1881.  This  is  one  of  the  months  that  shall  be 
called  “ wonderful,”  and  none  can  dispute  the  name. 

On  the  10th,  a little  boy,  at  Charles  F.  Brooke’s,  name 
“ Warwick  ” — their  firstborn. 

On  the  13th,  Helen  Lea  presented  her  husband  with 
twins — “John”  and  “Henry.” 

On  the  16th,  a little  girl,  at  the  “Cedars,”  name 
“ Marion.”  Quite  a time  of  rejoicing ; granddaughters 
being  scarce  in  that  family  circle ! 

The  Seventh  month  (July)  opened  with  an  event  of  the 
saddest  nature  and  of  universal  interest.  The  tragical 
murder  and  death  of  President  Garfield  was  felt  as  keenly 
at  Sandy  Spring  as  everywhere  over  the  world. 

One  of  the  many  expressions  of  the  general  grief  is  pre- 
served here,  as  too  feeling  and  comprehensive  to  be  forgotten : 
“ The  emblems  of  mourning  which  arrest  the  eye  on 
every  hand,  and  also  in  remote  and  unfrequented  places, 
attest  in  the  most  tonching  manner  the  extent  and  depth 
of  the  public  grief  over  the  death  of  our  late  Presideun 
. It  is  expected  on  such  occasions  tliat  public  buildings 

(and  tall  edifices  will  be  hung  with  the  symbols  of  sorrow, 
and  such  manifestations  are  Jaken  very  much  as  matters 
22 
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of  course.  But  v/lien  private  dwellings,  including  those  of 
the  poor  and  humble,  in  city  and  country,  the  shop  of  the 
artisan,  the  secluded  farmhouse,  the  country  blacksmith’s 
shop,  the  sleeve  of  the  errand  boy,  are  alike  decorated  with 
something  which  tells  that  a human  heart  is  sore  because 
our  President  is  dead,  we  feel  that  a great  wave  of  human 
love  and  sympathy  has  swept  over  the  land.  And  not 
over  our  land  ahme.  The  echo  of  our  lament  has  come 
back  to  us  from  the  other  side  of  the  water — first  in  the 
noble  and  womanly  message  from  the  Queen  of  England, 
herself  a widow,  to  the  Avidow  of  our  unburied  Ihesident; 
then  in  the  tolling  bells  and  draped  flags  of  that  stern  old 
country,  whose  sorroAV  is  never  counterfeited,  and  whose 
sympathy  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  so  greatly  stirred  by  a 
calamity  happening  beyond  her  own  borders.  Xever  has 
there  been  an  affection  so  nearly  universal  among  all 
civilized  nations.  Nobody  can  stand  in  its  presence  with- 
out gaining  a grander  view  of  human  nature  and  feeling 
a closer  kinship  to  his  fellow-man.  It  has  been  the  lot 
of  President  Garfield  to  fill  great  places  in  the  world,  but 
the  greatest  by  far  is  that  which  he  now  holds,  unchange- 
able by  events  and  incorruptible  by  time,  in  the  hearts 
which  far  and  near  follow  him  to  the  grave.” 

Eighth  month.  iMonth  of  vacatioii  for  farmers,  who  use 
it  in  that  way.  As  usual,  many  strangers  and  boarders 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  a receding  tvave  from  Sandy 
Spring^.  Boston,  White  ^ilountains,  iMount  Desert  and 
New  ^iexico,  with  excursions  to  ‘*the  Springs”  and  the 
Ocean,  also  the  new,  increasing  attraction  of  Luray  Gave, 
were  the  chosen  spots  for  the  summer.  Drought  begins. 

Nintli  montli.  i>rought  continues  ami  l)ecr>mes  S(‘vert*. 
d'he  experiment  wiih  Ensiiag;e  was  tried  l>y  Edward  P. 
Thomas  tvith  complete  success.  Whatever  helps  the 
dairyman  is  bound  to  be  a success. 
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A very  interesting  tin  wedding  was  celebrated  by  Alban 
G.  Thomas  and  his  wife,  which  was  conveniently  made  to 
include,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  a similar  celebration 
for  Eoger  Brooke  and  his  wife.  The  next  entry  T see  and 
copy  with  regret  is  simply  rowdy  games.”  AYhen, 
where,  or  by  whom  played  is  no  way  mentioned;  cer- 
tainly they  had  no  connection  with  the  preceding  cele- 
brations. 

The  death  of  President  Garfield  prevents  the  Horticul- 
tural Fair.  On  this  sad  theme  Caroline  H.  ^filler  delivered 
an  eloquent  address  in  the  Meeting  House,  which  was 
highly  acceptable  both  to  those  who  heard  and  those  who 
afterward  read  it. 

Kockland  School  opens  its  fourth  session  with  a large 
number  of  very  interesting  pupils.  Other  schools  resume 
their  duties;  among  wliich  that  of  J.  Llewellyn  ^lassie 
deserves  respectful  notice. 

Tenth  month  begins  with  a very  high  temperature; 
but  on  the  6th  frost  comes,  witli  thermometer  32^.  The 
ladies  form  a Literary  Society,  conducted  in  a way  that 
does  them  much  honor.  A larger  group  of  the  same  active, 
benevolent,  refined  portion  of  the  liurnan  race  make  a 
highly  successful  effort  to  aid  the  sufferers  by  the  ^licli- 
igan  fires.  A full  narrative  from  the  pen  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  Sarah  T.  Miller,  is  appended  to 
this  record,  by  request  of  the  Benevolent  Aid  Society. 

Eleventh  ^fonth,  1881.  The  most  exciting  event  of  this 
month  was  the  State  and  county  election,  at  which  one  of 
the  Friends  of  Sandy  Spring,  Joseph  T.  iMoore,  was 
chosen  Senator  for  ^rontgomerv  County. 

The  engineers  for  a new  railroad  appeared  on  tlie  old 
ground;  they  did  not  fool  us  much  this  time! 

A proposition  was  made  in  the  ^Monthly  ^Meeting,  which 
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was  afterwards  approved,  to  have  family  lots  in  the  grave- 
yard. 

The  Tirst-Day  School  was  removed  to  the  Lyceum ; 
where  some  40  girls  and  boys  attend  with  profit. 

Caroline  H.  Miller  gives  another  excellent  address  in 
meeting,  being  an  exhortation  to  the  young  people  to  de- 
vote themselves  to  pursuits  of  a more  improving  character 
than  the  pleasures  for  which  there  is  a growing  attraction. 

A little  girl  arrives  at  Granville  Farquhar^s  ; her  name 
is  Faith.” 

Twelfth  Month,  1881.  A general  aspect  of  green  over 
the  Lice  of  nature,  rather  peculiar  for  the  commencement 
of  winter. 

The  sympathies  of  the  whole  neighborhood  were  greatly 
moved  by  the  ravages  of  diphtlieria  in  the  family  of  a 
highly-respected  neighbor,  John  Brady.  AVithin  less 
than  a week  four  of  his  children,  all  grown,  were  carried 
to  our  graveyard.  Notwithstanding  the  danger  of  infec- 
tion, two  of  our  young  friends,  Lucy  Fawcett  and  Hannah 
B.  Brooke,  went  to  the  fearful  dwelling  to  assist  the 
suffering  ones — the  former  remaining  two  months. 

On  the  26th  of  this  month,  Cleorah  Palmer,  the  widow 
of  our  old  family  physician,  passed  away  to  ^‘the  Spirit 
Land,”  after  being  aftlicted  with  delicate  health  for 
several  months:  a truly  kind  and  thoughtful  friend  and 
neighbor. 

First  iMonth,  1882.  A new  director,  Henry  M.  Murray, 
of  Anne  Arundel  County,  was  elected  to  our  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company. 

No  ice  came  for  a long  time ; but  about  the  25th  we  got 
a fair  abundaiice.  It  is  wortli  wliile  to  state  the  hict  tluit 
several  of  our  ice-houses  have  had  a supply  of  this  now 
essential  article  for  every  year  of  the  past  thirty. 

At  the  Farmers'  Convention,  on  the  12th,  150  men 
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collected  and  discussed  the  iuterestiug  subjects  of  their 
business.  This  institution  is  no  longer  confined  to  the 
reports  of  our  Clubs. 

Second  Month.  Henry  Cl  Hallowell  delivered  a lecture 
on  Health,  being  the  first  of  the  Lyceum  course  this, 
winter.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  the  literary  hall  again  in 
use  ; and  upon  a subject  which  is  at  last  discovered  to  be 
one  worthy  the  attention  of  the  people. 

Third  Month.  In  the  absence  of  other  material  for 
this  last  month  of  the  year,  I have  to  record  a list  kept 
by  one  of  our  lady  friends,  of  the  number  of  “Visitors  to 
Sandy  Spring’’  within  the  past  twelve  months.  She 
reports  the  number  at  750 — coming  from  ten  States  and 
Enghmd, 

Year’s  Statistical  Report:  Births,  bo}'S,  7;  girls,  3; 

total  10;  deaths,  8;  marriages,  0. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

From  Pourth  Month,  3d,  1882,  to  Fourth  Month,  2d,  1883. 

Conclusions  of  the  Lyceum  Company  to  print  the  “ Annals  ” — The 

. Last  always  melancholy  — Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  — iMeta- 
morphoses  from  the  War,  its  epithets  ‘‘  scattered  to  the  wind  *’ 
— Diiliculties  of  the  Historian  — Cold  May  — Close  of  F.  I).  S. — 
The  army  worm  — Pleuro-pneumonia  — Infants’  party  — The 
three  weddings  at  lxO(*kland  — Great  oro{)S  of  corn  — Fruit 
scarce  — Telephone  make^  slow  progress — Horticultural  Kxhi- 
bition  at  its  licst  — Potato  rot  — lUmevolont  Aid  Society”  — 
“Heat  is  life,  and  cold  is  death!”  — Higher  grade  school 
at  “Sherwood  ” — Pise  of  the  farmei-s — The  K.  K.  look  to  the 
“ Xarrow  Gauge  ” — The  ‘•l‘;mk”and  *•  h’,  f.  Co.” — Obitu- 
aries— Last  tribute  by  C.  H.  31.  to  Garticld. 

Tlie  proceedings  of  our  hist  Annual  fleeting  are  brought 
up  afresli  in  your  memories  1)V  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
and  the  decision  in  regard  to  printing  the  “'Annals  of 
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Twenty  Years”  mast  now  be  made.  Whatsoever  be  the 
conclusion  at  wliich  we  arrive,  it  is  certain  that  the  His- 
torical Sketch  here  laid  before  you  by  the  present  writer 
will  be  the  Iasi.  This  word,^  however  or  whenever  it  is 
used,  has  a pathos  of  its  own  which  I am  confident  you 
have  all  experienced.  The  readers  of  Walter  Scott’s  finest 
poem — and  who  has  not  read  ‘‘  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  ” ? — 
must  remember  the  lines — 

“It  is  the  last  time — ’tis  the  last,” 

He  muttered  thrice — “ the  last  time  e’er 
That  angel  voice  shall  Roderick  hear.” 

The  pathos  of  tins  oft-repeated  word  is  naturally  much 
more  deeply  felt  on  this  occasion  by  the  writer  than  by 
any  who  listen  to  him.  In  the  same  spirit  he  cannot 
forbear  quoting  a few  celebrated  lines — in  prose,  but 

truly  poetic  in  dignity  of  style.  They  are  the  author’s  • 
leavetaking  of  Gibbon’s  Home”;  and  thus  rather  more 
appropriate  now  tlian  was  Roderick’s  sigh  of  love.  Gibbon 
describes  wliat  he  calls  his  ‘‘final  deliverance”  after 
twenty  years’  devotion  to  his  great  History. 

He  writes  : “ It  was  on  the  day,  or  rather  night,  of  the 
27th  of  June,  1787,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and 
twelve,  that  I wrote  the  last  lines  of  the  last  page,  in  a 
summer-house  in  my  garden.  After  laying  down  my  pen 
I took  several  turns  in  a ‘berceau,’  or  covered  walk  of 
acacias,  which  commands  a prospect  of  the  country,  the 
lake  and  the  mountains.  The  air  was  temperate,  the  sky 
was  serene,  the  silver  orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from 
tlie  waters,  and  all  nature  was  silent.  I will  not  dis- 
semble tirst  enaitioiis  of  joy  on  iiie  recovery  of  my  freedoni 
and,  jK'rhaps,  tlie  estabiisiiment  of  my  fame.  But  my 
pride  was  soon  humbled,  and  a sober  melancholy  was 
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spread  over  my  mind  by  the  idea  that  I had  taken  an 
everlasting  leave  of  an  old  and  agreeable  companion;  and 
that  whatsoever  might  be  the  future  date  of  my  History, 
the  life  of  the  historian  must  be  short  and  precarious.” 

There  have  been  few  WTiters  of  history  who  would 
venture  to  institute  any  sort  of  comparison  between  their 
works  and  “ the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Homan  Empire.” 
It  is  quite  needless  to  say  that  I have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  But  there  has  long  been  a particular  attraction 
that  drew  my  thoughts  in  writing  the  latter  chapters  of 
these  Annals,  to  the  melancholy  view  of  Gibbon’s  great 
work;  and  the  recent  revision  of  those  chapters  has 
served  somewhat  to  deepen  the  mournful  impression. 
Hot  that  I perceive  such  decided  indications  of  decline 
among  us  as  would  justify  the  fancy  even,  that  tlie  evi- 
dent progress  in  our  special  business,  in  our  growing 
institutions,  and  in  other  improvements  of  high  character 
— all  which  are  to  be  described  without  exaggeration 
further  on  in  this  chapter — that  these  last  are  to  be 
doubted  as  more  than  overshadowing  all  gloomy  prospects, 
not  even  fancy  will  allow.  You  will  Jiaturally  be  quite 
ready  to  attribute  the  sombre  coloring  spread  over  some 
parts  of  the  present  narrative,  if  any  sucli  there  should 
be,  to  the  difierence  which  is  unavoidable  between  the 
eyes  that  look  out  upon  objects  at  the  age  of  fifty  and 
those  which  are  dimmed  by  gazing  around  for  seventy 
years.  Having  nearly  attained  the  latter  era,  your  once 
lively  historian  has  reached  tlic  experience  of  the  solid 
Frenchman,  wdio  declared  that  indeed  “ this  w'orld  would 
be  a very  happy  place  to  live  in  if  it  were  not  for  its 
jncasures.'’ 

Looking  back  over  the  long  period  since  these  Annals 
commenced,  and  reflecting  upon  the  various  changes 
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which  are  presented  to  the  mind,  one  can  hardly  fail  to 
perceive  that  the  Sandy  Spring  of  1863  has  been  passing 
through  certain  metamorphoses  indispensably  required  by 
the  active  movements  of  the  busy  w'orld.  During  the  first 
tw^o  years  we  were  necessarily  in  the  midst  of  a tremen- 
dous w^ar.  This  experience,  so  strange  and  uncongenial  to 
the  principles  and  habits  of  the  larger  portion  of  our 
people,  must  have  given  a certain  twust  to  the  neighbor- 
hood w'hich  it  w'ould  probably  never  w'holly  lose.  War 
is  a tremendously  stirring  influence;  wdiile  its  natural 
tendency  would  seem,  to  be  separation,  it  sometimes  serves 
to  unite.  The  latter  effect  was  produced  in  this  region; 
and  to  such  extent  that  it  pains  the  wu'iter  to  read  now 
the  expression  of  rebel,”  which  he  freely  used  in  the 
earlier  pages  of  this  history.  All  feelings  of  a hostile 
character  are  scattered  to  the  winds;  bitter  enemies  in 
those  days  are  w^arm  friends  in  these.  In  this  spirit  our 
neighborhood  has  moved  on;  losing  in  the  natural  order 
some  of  its  valuable  members  by  death,  receiving  other 
valuable  accessions  from  new  settlers  and  from  the  grow- 
ing strength  of  our  owui  energetic  youth;  extending  our 
borders  by  closer  acquaintance  with  pleasant  neighbors ; 
increasing  the  profits  of  our  regular  business  by  improving 
the  soil,  by  new^  machinery,  new  stock  and  new'  material 
for  feeding  them,  by  new  ways  of  operating  with  greater 
profit  on  the  same  old  articles. 

From  year  to  year  it  has  been  the  aim  of  these  annals 
to  sketch  the  changes,  and,  especially,  the  progress  of 
things  and  people  in  and  around  Sandy  Spring.  A great 
difficulty  has  occurred  in  drawing  the  lines  that  bound 
the  iieighborliood.  So  cordiial  are  the  social  feelings  of 
our  people  gmerally,  that  the  effort  once  made  to  produce 
a map  of  the  neighborhood,  which  failed  at  that  time  from 
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certain  cause-i,  appears  now  to  be  almost  impracticable. 
The  roads  arxd  the  streams  can  be  laid  down  with  sufficient 
accuracy,  but  where  will  you  find  two  of  our  own  people 
who  would  fill  the  statistic  column  with  the  same  names? 
Several  attempts  at  forming  a census  are  exhibited  in  tlie 
annals,  shov/ing  an  increasing  population ; but  the  increase 
evidently  exceeds  the  natural  order,  and  must  be  owing,  as 
it  ought,  to  the  growth  of  social  injiuences.  Neither  sect, 
nor  politics,  nor  aristocracy,  not  even  county  lines,  define 
the  limits  of  the  neighborhood  of  Sandy  Spring.  The 
last  attempt  at  a census  was  made  for  the  first  of  the 
Fourth  Month,  1879 ; when  the  number  of  persons  was 
stated  at  407 — the  fiimilies  85. 

The  year  closing  on  this  day  has  been  a stirring  period ; 
events  being  made  the  more  exciting  by  their  more  than 
usually  opposite  characters  of  grief  and  joy.  Tliese  inci- 
dents of  human  life  have  both  come  with  features  so 
strongly  marked  as  to  produce  a deep  impression  upon  us 
all.  Leaving  each  event  to  its  proper  place  in  the  record, 
we  will  go  on  with  the  usual  montlily  calendar. 

Fourth  Month  (April),  1882 — (to  commence  with  the 
first  act  of  the  year).  It  was  concluded  at  the  Aiinual 
'Meeting  of  the  Lyceum  that  the  historian  should  con- 
tinue his  official  work  another  year,  witli  a view  to  possible 
publication. 

The  first  note  made  by  our  respected  friend  who  has 
been  so  important  an  adjunct  in  preserving  the  emotional 
statistics  of  tlicse  annals,  is,  as  slie  says,  ^*'a  sad  one: 
Again  the  angel  of  death  has  passed  over  our  neighborhood ; 
and  Eliza  Brooke,  wife  of  George  Jk  Brooke,  has  left  us 
for  ‘tlie  Beautiful  I.and  ’ ; loved  and  respected  in  a wide 
circle,  she  will  long  be  missed,  not  only  by  her  family  and 
relations,  but  by  her  many. friends.  She  was  brought  to 
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Brooke  Grove  a bride  in  the  springtime  of  the  year  1840; 
and  afc  the  same  season  her  loving  eyes  Avere  closed  forever 
—having  been  married  jnst  42  years  and  one  Aveek.’’ 

On  the  mci'jiing  of  the  26th,  Cornelia,  Avife  of  Philip 
T.  Stabler,  presented  him  Avith  tAvins — tAvo  little  girls. 
Certainly  onr  neighborhood  is  in  a A’ery  flourishing  con- 
dition ; tAvo  sets  of  tAAons  having  been  born  in  less  than  a 
year. 

Fifth  Month  (May).  Ann  P.  Stabler,  Avdfe  of  EdAvard 
Stabler,  died  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  this  month, 
having  reached  the  age  of  84  years.  A kind  and  loving 
spirit  passed  aAvay  to  its  heavenly  home;  after  having 
lived  more  than  58  years  in  the  same  house.  Therein  all 
lier  children — ten  in  number — Avere  born,  all  are  living 
still.  She  Avas  grandmother  to  the  tAvins  above  spoken 
of,  but  had  never  seen  them.  A sketch  of  her  life  A\'as 
printed  by  her  husband  and  sent  to  many  of  her  friends. 

The  vTather  of  iMay  Avas  not  very  ]\Iay-like.  At  its  com- 
mencement the  Benevolent  Aid  Society  appointed  a meet- 
ing to  provide  clothing;  tlie  thermometer  starting  at  44°, 
Avith  ice  in  the  night.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  2d,  a A*ery 
p-easant  and  large  horticultural  meeting  Avas  held  at  Fall- 
ing Green,  though  tlje  AA^eather  Avas  rather  uncongenial  for 
commencing  the  rosy  spectacle.  Indeed,  roses  suffered 
that  night,  Avhere  exposed  to  a temperature  of  34°.  The 
gardens  were  faithfully  attended  to,  so  far  as  Avet  grounds 
permitted. 

The  prettiest  and  most  charming  eA^ent  of  this  ^lay 
month  Avas  exhibited  on  the  21st,  in  the  Avomen’s  side  of 
the  meetinghouse,  it  being  the  closing  scene  of  the  Fiisst- 
day  school.  A largo  colhi^rion  of  girls,  Avith  a smaiier 
number  of  l>oys,  Aviio  had  attended  faithfully  through  the 
season  at  their  profitable  morning  exercises,  listened  to 
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short  speeches,  and  received  the  prizes  they  had  merited. 
The  same  afternoon,  at  a few  steps’  distance,  occurred  the 
funeral  of  Richard  Tucker,  an  old  resident  of  the  vicinity. 
Another  old  resident,  T.  JeiTerson  Higgins,  died  on  the 
18th  of  the  12th  month.  He  had  won  the  sincere  regard 
of  our  people. 

Sixth  month  (June  ).  Our  Quarterly  Meeting  has  nat- 
urally received  from  our  friend  the  first  notice  of  events 
in  this  month,  claiming  that  ‘‘  it  was  a very  good  one ; un- 
usually quiet  and  orderly  on  the  porches  and  around  the 
house;  the  committee  appointed  by  the  meeting  to  keep 
order  did  their  part  very  faithfully.’’ 

For  the  first  event  of  June,  another  hand  writes : “ Two 
formidable  visitations  break  suddenly  upon  the  neighbor- 
hood; the  army  worm  and  the  pleuro-pneumonia.  The 
first  was' an  entire  novelty  to  all  of  us  under  50  years  old. 
The  earliest  conversation  on  the  subject  which  I heard 
from  was  on  the  IStli  of  this  month,  at  Edward  P. 
Thomas’s,  and  so  uncertain  its  character  at  first  as  to  use 
the  expression  ‘pseudo-army  worm.’  The  mischief  was 
considerable  in  a few  places,  chiefiy  on  the  grass  and  oats, 
while  neither  wheat  nor  corn  appeared  to  sutler  seriously. 
The  stay  of  the  unlovely  worm  was  brief.”  Pleuro-pneu- 
monia  on  one  farm,  that  of  "Wm.  W.  i\[oure,  j>roved  quite  a 
serious  affair.  The  oliicial  gentleman,  ^Ir.  Le  31ay,  paid 
two  or  three  visits,  but  the  legal  arrangements  intended  to 
bear  upon  losses  by  this  much  dreaded  disease  appear  to 
be  less  satisfactory  than  is  desirable,  d'his  inoiuii  gave  us 
a considerable  amount  of  cool  weather.  Uf  ihe  6th  there 
is  this  record,  “Ati  unusual  da\  ; Thermometer  51°,  but  no 
frost,  which  was  tictually  feared.” 

The  most  lively  incident  of  the  whole  month  was  the 
“ Infants’  party,”  on  the  16th.  It  was  given,  we  may  say, 
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by  Marion  Farqnhar,  who  was  just  one  year  old.  The  in- 
fants present  were  seven,  with  five  other  little  children, 
and  divers  connections,  including  grandparents  of  course. 

Eockland  School  closed  in  a very  interesting  and  pleas- 
ing manner  to  all  concerned,  including  the  girls  them- 
selves. On  the  28th  Samuel  Wetherald  and  Florence 
Sullivan  were  married,  in  Ashton  Church. 

7th  month  (July).  The  most  pleasant  peculiarity  of 
the  weather  this  hottest  of  all  months  of  the  year,  was  this 
time  an  unusual  coolness.  This  did  not  produce  an  un- 
usual degree  of  healthfulness,  but  had  rather  a contrary 
tendency.  The  physicians  were  very  busy,  and  in  the  end 
had  the  great  satisfaction  of  seeing  their  patients  restored. 

There  was  a lively  and  memorable  portion  of  the  month, 
on  which  my  respectable  colleague  comments  in  these 
words : “ The  three  beautiful  weddings  at  Eockland ! how 
can  I write  about  them  ? I will  leave  the  full  particulars 
to  another  hand,  for  it  was  an  occasion  long  to  be  remem- 
bered, especially  by  the  very  many  who  were  present  there.’^ 
The  peculiar  interest  of  the  celebration  consisted  in  this  : 
the  most  important  periods  in  the  life  of  six  individuals 
were  singularly  (and  very  conveniently)  joined  in  one. 
The  marriage  of  the  two  young  people,  John  C.  Bentley 
and  Cornelia  Hallowell,  taking  place  on  the  green  sward 
and  under  the  shady  trees,  was,  of  course,  an  event  of  the 
most  consequence;  while  the  ‘‘silver  weddings”  of  the 
bride’s  parents,  and  of  her  mothers  sister,  added  to  the 
presence  of  a hundred  near  relatives,  of  whom  a large  num- 
ber had  come  from  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  congratulate 
the  happy  parties,  rendered  the  ceremony  unique,  as  well 
as  highly  interesting;  and  when  in  the  evening,  the  lawii 
lit  with  lanterns,  and  the  dwelling  with  liveliest  lamps, 
were  filled  by  an  added  crowd  of  friends  and  neighbors 
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near  300  strong,  the  happy  event  was  complete  to  the  sat- 
' isfaction  of  ali. 

It  is  pleasant  to  remember  that  the  month  was  closed  by 
i a successfui  exhibition  at  the  Grange  Hall,  which  was  got 

up  in  the  cause  of  benevolence. 

- ^ 8th  month  ( August ).  On  the  4th  of  this  month  the 

^ twins  of  1*.  T.  and  Cornelia  Stabler  were  buried  in  the  same 

coffin,  having  died  about  twelve  hours  apart,  but  not  in  this 
neighborhood, 

^ Rains  fall  of  the  sort  very  congenial  to  corn,  which  now 

shows  how  great  the  crop  is  to  be.  The  grasses  are  simi- 
larly hivored,  so  that  agriculture  may  be  said  to  be  2q). 
The  value  of  ensilage  is  coming  to  be  fully  appreciated, 
and  suitable  preparations  made  to  provide  properly  for  one 
of  the  greatest  agricultural  discoveries  of  modern  times. 

Fruits,  especially  apples,  are  very  scarce ; peaches,  par- 
tially distributed  among  a favored  few. 

The  scheme  for  a telephone  was  again  vigorously  started. 
It  does  not  seem  to  make  progress,  except  in  the  liands 
of  James  P.  Stabler,  whose  inventive  genius  promises 
to  be  an  honor  to  his  name  and  neighborliood. 

Ninth  montb  (September).  Tiie  tribute  due  to  a dear 
old  friend,  who  died  in  this  month,  will  be  rendered 
hereafter  from  the  expressive  sketch  of  Caroline  II. 
Miller. 

The  continuance  of  the  rains  kept  the  corn  too  green  to 
be  cut  at  the  usual  period,  and  caused  delay  to  seeding. 
Malarious  intiuences  still  prevail.  Tiie  Horticultural 
Fair  was  pronounced  the  jnost  successful  during  the 
whole  seventeen  years.  The  President,  who  had  been 
’ the  life  of  it,  showed  his  energy  in  anotlier  form  by 

erecting  buildings  for  the  beneiit  and  improvement  of  his 
prosjKJrous  school  at  Rockland,  dhvo  otlior  very  appro- 
23 

i 


1 


e(»£  .oziii'ia  XQXU  ^o  8Jxy[i/^k 

i!4  at  hiiW  3m7^  ^ 

j!ii  Jo  aoriojiid 

y<{  h'sBoio  n.';w  iJ.t»iom  »iF^  i#*fU  rodif^ffncn  oi  inmcofq  dl  il 
itrg  u.  ’-  ;^->ijiw  ^IIi>lT  o^tiiriv)  ^di  U lijlgsooouB  « 

V'  ’ lo  v^i(|  ai  qo 

Jti-1  iWimm  Mi  lo  LiU  o«I:t  nO  .( A ) tfiflom  ifia 
ar  pyhud  '♦'T’>w  if^UuitS  f'n«  ,T  .‘1  “io  eciwi 

aifil  ai  J'/ti  iifd  ,t  .hq^  oiwoil  Jiiodn  f>L'iB  ^riiT«d  <affto*) 

"V  : V i.'oofhodrfjjba 

wo«  rbiflw  ,ft*ioo  oi  ktfj^i^ada  irw  .iwa  Jo  Iliil  snijii/£ 
s‘jr>  r)>.ifirrg  6l!T  od  oi  ai  qoio  jTili  wod  awoda 
vcf  dt^ldiia  SKi  y/.m  oiailnaii^#  iifili  oa  ^^^‘lOYd^  *^hiil 
'{flnl  od  oS  ^xiiraoo  ai  o^ixliep-^  lo  ©wfw?  odT 
ylif:x|0'iq  ‘dKY'-nq  ofoton  &«oiix;iJsqci^^  Jjnu 

inoixxxn  lo  ponovo'^Eil)  adi  lo 

,87iiox;^i<j  ; ooiJioa  mu  ,aj^Iqqis  v’k-oeqaa  - 

.vrt>l  i)‘/io’f jsl  jj  ^trouj#  WijdnJsdl) 
tuir^ii  c^iiw  dxioifqalyi  ii  lol  9mi>doa  dxIT 
alMij.d  3q^)oz^>  <EW‘*poiq  •j'jimn  at  inosa  ion  S9ob  il 

2^v.E(iio‘i'f  ovitny/ifi  seoxFvr  ,79idrJ3  /I  ftMiiJnU  lo 

i#0JB  OffiJiii  fctil  03  loiiod  nil  d(J  o)^ 
*vot  :anJi*it  odT  .(•i^>djn{>iqu^)  <UiK>fn  diniK  ^ 
'xJ  ^tii^Ofn  aid!  ni  bfilb  odw  Jinoi'il  Mo 
.H  tiiiiloiii'J  doi'9;»|j=:  dviafe-nqz^  iwli  jUioil  isJl.vjtod 

^ .vAUU 

ni  M ihm  odi  iq  ;.^l  ijuiiit  <>dj  to  ^»0(ir*nnitnoo  siiT 

M vxi.d>  fyy-imi’j  Lttu  Ijpieu  9tli  3ji  Jup  »I 

lilipliS'jimyH  v/'rf  .li'nvVjq  Hi!j»  E'r^a;st|iKui  RtioiiAiUM 

fvdJ  ";gnh5}i»  jakom  ^>di  l>^i‘OiiOiq  &bx  liii^ 

~ - fyt:/i  Olf’w  .h/>ME*rt’i  '/dT  iminov‘X!  olodw 

’ yiT  I ui  u(f  U ruotl&  ^li  To  ylU  odJ 

smI  iw  triyiit-jvovqfiii  Mt;;  ilhiiW  '.mU  ufi  ^.:;iiiUhid  ^pUomo 
‘nifftfij  ivj  f vnUo  o uT  4*1  ioodoa  au0TAX[80iq 


266 


A-N-i^ALS  OF  SAFTDY  SFIilXG. 

priate  buildings  were  put  up  by  Charles  Stabler  and 
Samuel  P.  Thomas. 

Tenth  month  (October).  Our  friend  mentions,  as  her 
only  record  in  this  month,  a wedding  on  the  5th  which 
she  denominates  a very  pleasant  one,  that  passed  off  very 
nicely  in  every  respect,” — the  parties  being  Wm.  C.  Pdggs 
and  Annie  S.  Hallowell. 

The  three  events  in  which  our  own  business  was  concerned 
are  the  facts  that  corn  was  cut  in  this  month,  scarcely  ever 
so  late  before ; that  no  frost  came  worthy  of  notice;  lastly, 
that  the  rot  in  potatoes  is  found  to  be  a very  serious 
infliction ; this  loss  has  not  been  so  heavy  for  a number 
of  years — owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  rains. 

Eleventh  month  (November).  My  senior  associate 
“does  not  remember  anything  of  extra  note  occurring  in 
this  month.”  The  Clubs  and  other  Associations  took 
place  as  usual,  also  a revival  of  a precious,  rational, 
improving  “ Pleading  Circle.”  But  there  is  a portion  of 
our  citizens  wEo  found  the  early  part  of  the  month  more 
interesting  than  agreeable.  I refer  to  the  politicians; 
many  of  whom  were  disappointed  by  the  election;  and 
yet  not  &o  hadly  disappoiriicd”  Several  of  ns  thought 
that  r/ood  may  come  of  it. 

The  Benevolent  Aid  Society  resumed  its  hallowed 
mission ; that  is  to  say,  the  ladies  did ; the  men  ratlier 
avoided  conspicuous  position;  they  alloio  Avomen  to  be 
conspicuous  in  some  matters,  I should  say, .“in  their 
sphere.” 

Winter  came  on  as  it  always  does.  The  weather,  which 
is  tlie  presentation  of  its  leading  phenomena,  is  the  proper 
theme  of  your  meteorologist;  and  he  doubtless  treats  of 
the  degrees  of  the  thermometer,  of  the  snow  that  shelters 
the  wheat  and  troubles  the  old,  and  the  sleighing  that 
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charms  the  young.  How  different  the  impression  made 
on  us  at  the  two  periods  of  life ! The  explanation  was 
made  half  a century  ago  by  one  of  those-  self-taught  men 
of  genius  that  come  occasionally  to  give  a shock  to  the 
learned,  who,  while  affecting  to  despise  the  rustic,  are  not 
ashamed  to  borrow  and  profit  by  his  discoveries.  It  was 
Samuel  Thompson  that  was  the  author  of  the  great  maxim 
“Heat  is  life,  and  cold  is  death/^  Ho  wonder  that  we 
who  are  nearing  life’s  upper  border,  should  regard 
winter  in  rather  a different  light  from  that  which  shines 
on  and  warms  the  young. 

Although  the  temperature  of  the  winter  of  ’S2-’83  has 
been  far  from  the  severity  of  several  seasons  fixed  in  our 
memories,  it  is  certain  the  season  was  not  a genial  one ; 
neither  in  the  heart  of  winter  nor  the  month  that  foretells, 
without  bringing  on,  the  spring.  As  I write — on  the  24  th 
of  March — my  eyes  are  dazzled  with  the  snow  spread 
widely  over  the  fields,  and  1 have  just  exclianged  salutes 
(not  congratulations)  with  a company  that  came  in  the 
sleigh.  AVithout  indulging  in  complainings  that  are 
wrong  and  useless,  we  may  be  allowed — we  cannot  avoiil 
grieving  for  sickness  and  death.  Both  have  been  with  us 
to  an  extent  beyond  common  experience. 

Before  giving  expression  to  the  natural  emotions  excited 
by  our  sad  loss,  it  seems  only  proper  and  right  to  refer  to 
the  pleasant  topics  and  the  earnest  etforts  toward  im- 
provement of  the  people  which  have  also  characterized 
the  cruel  ]>ortion  of  the  year.  Toward  the  beginning  of 
the  monthly  records,  allusion  was  made  to  the  charming 
close  of  last  year’s  First-Day  School.  'J'he  resumption  of 
last  full  was  j’uther  later  tnaii  usual;  bur  since  it  bt^uan 
and  got  fairly  under  way  it  may  be  said  to  have  proceeded 
with  more  satisfaction  than  ever.  The  voluntary  coming 
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of  40  or  50  little  girls  and  boys  into  a school  devoted 
wholly  to  their  improvement  in  that  learning  and  those 
qualities  that  are  the  lest  for  the  life  on  which  they  have 
just  entered,  cannot  fail  of  receiving  the  approbation  of  all. 

Perhaps  the  gratifying  success  of  this  juvenile  moral 
school  has  assisted  to  arouse  the  whole  community  of  Sandy 
Spring,  including  some  who  are  no  longer  residents,  to 
a vigorous  exertion  of  tlieir  best  efforts  to  procure  a school 
of  higher  grade,  composed  of  both  sexes,  than  any  we  have 
ever  had.  Help  has  come  from  nearly  all  directions.  Our 
friend  !Mary  Roberts  at  once  made  the  generous  bequest  of 
the  land,  which  her  husband,  no  longer  with  us,  would  so 
freely  have  bestowed.  The  essential  pecuniary  means  is 
now  secured,  and  there  remains  to  be  obtained  only  the 
one  most  important  figure  of  all, — a well  qualified  teacher, 
to  take  the  most  useful  post  in  human  society.  Hext  in 
importance  to  these  promising  improvements  of  an  intel- 
lectual character,,  showing  that  our  people  are  resolved  not 
to  neglect  their  progress  in  mental  pursuits,  there  has 
been  strong  evidence  that  the  main  business  of  our  lives 
has  lost  nothing  of  its  interest.  Agricultural  improve- 
ments abound  everywhere  in  the  variety  of  machinery  pro- 
cured regardless  of  cost,  in  new  stock  of  pure  breed,  and 
in  substituting  one  farm  product  for  another  less  profit- 
able. The  use  of  ensilage,  lately  pronounced  by  high  auth- 
ority to  be  the  greatest  discovery  of  modern  times,  is  an 
encouraging  proof  that  farmers  deserve  the  disrespectful 
epithet  of  ‘‘  old  fogies  ’’  no  longer.  The  spirit  of  improve- 
ment has  spread  all  around  the  once  neglected  and  forlorn 
fields  of  old  Montgomery.  A pleasant  and  lively  evidence 
of  this  fresh  spirit  was  exlubitL-d  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Farmers’  Convention  in  tliis  hall,  where  a gathering  of 
nearly  two  hundred  practical  agriculturists  manifested  the 
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interest  which  lliey  felt  in  actual  impro\ements,  and  tlie 
determination  that  they  should  go  on  and  prosper.  Depend 
upon  it,  a force  almost  electric  is  being  aroused  over  the 
whole  land,  to  raise  not  only  the  soil  but  also  the  men  wdio 
cultivate  it,  up  to  the  elevated  position  which  is  their 
rightful  p'laee  in  a w^orld  that  depends  wholly  upon  them 
for  existence. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  last  chapter  of  the 
Annals  which  contains  so  many  disappointed  hopes  of  get- 
ting a railroad  for  Sandy  Spring,  shall  not  be  left  by  the 
old  writer  without  some  reference  to  future  possibilities 
that  the  object  so  long  desired  may  yet  be  attained.  The 
scheme  is  possible  now,  because  it  looks  no  longer  to  other 
selfish  corporations,  but  to  its  own  energies.  The  practi- 
cability of ‘‘narrow  gauge  roads”  being  fully  establislied, 
and  the  cost  being  thus  brought  within  our  reach,  what 
shall  hinder  ? 

The  railroad  is  one  of  the  very  desirable  improvements 
for  Sandy  Spring  that  is  m miticipation, — it  may  be  “ long 
a coming,”  but  there  are  two  ciccomplished  fad the  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  the  “ Savings  Institution,”  that 
have  actually  reached  an  elevated  position,  the  statement 
of  which  is  restful  and  reviving  to  the  weary  hand  of  your 
old  historian. 

The  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Montgomery 
County  will,  in  another  month,  have  been  in  successful  op- 
eration just  thirty-five  years;  Edward  Stabler  being  con- 
tinuous President,  and  Eobert  E.  !Moore,  Secretary,  with 
the  office  at  Sandy  Spring.  It  has  had  property  insured  in 
every  county  of  the  State,  to  tlie  total  amount,  January  1, 
1SS3,  of  over  fourteen  and  a half  millions  of  dollars,,  and 
holding  premium  notes  over  a million.  The  losses  by 
fire  on  these  notes  annually  have  been  a little  over  three 


.fJTTin'If.  YQV1A3  '-tO  a.lAH'SLA 


'»df  Tini*  ui  Joidw  teteJtiiv 

Ivn?.'  ' ) l»nft  no  noih  \ >r{ J liiffl  nchr.nifin€>Jo5 

■j'i  j iff'jo  ^firfA*.  &\  Tfi'jion^h  fl  noqti 

tnm  o.’h  oc.f<i  iud  Vi*:rA  m»1  vfno  ion  ^ita  ?»Iodw. 

Trait  fti  tioiih/  !rt)itiv»^^  f>okvt>lo  orft  oi  (jw  oifiTiifoo 

aij.  ] n<  fjw  vjfodvf  HbnyqoJi  ii«(i  ijiioy  & ni  yo^iAi^  Inlirfgh 
^ ' .9onM8i:i^e  lo^ 

•Jill.  odt  kfft  Sinsfi^q^  lUi’fl’  at  il 

i/o)nk*'-f/p5fif»  vnafff  untcinoc  rfokf’/^  afannA 
•;di  -M  llvf  'j'.f  l<fu  fittjia  YjntfiS  jcl  hMOilUti  a ^aii 

O'!  Mini  07  &Oirj'i  }hr  JiiOifiiw  laihvr  f>Io 
on  I .b*>frfc/.Jk  -aI  Jii{  {Btii  hnh'^b  >;no{  o?  ioe[do  9di  iadt 
*ji  OM  aAoiA  .11  ,v^oii  35^riyAc,f^  si  omsdoa 

-ri  ’fn«|  odT  .^or^tonu  u//o  FJkal  ind  taaoLJinoqioo 

'{Ilki  ^niod  Ah&m  ?^n%.woiTa^a  ^ 1o  ^iiiidao 
kifl'ff  .don  T mo  aiilin7  sndi  taoo  odi  hna 

^ Tsboid  Ifada 

aiiwnifr/oiomf  oldmisiub  io  >no  sx  Jin  ,silT 

^ffof  od  i^'i  ai  iadi  ganqS  \hiu:Z  lol 

OTi'4  orH  ovrl  ''Ta  jud ’\gfti<noo  a 

iiiill  'V‘’’‘ ;i,3i  “'  ^f{\  him  ^ynitqraoO  sonaTuiifll 
irr-fft:^^;;?.  ■>,}!  ,noy,voq  fjfdnvolo  nn  V»>3^V'W ’(.IfwifloB  o’fud 
Ti;</(_':o  Inri.d  jJ.t  iAq^mYi'rtn  fuiij  fii^iTiOi  zi  doidif  lo 

g jjiihoizid  Llo 

VT:*i  lo  Tn/vfmoO  safif;TiJ*-.uI  9Tri  Iin/li/M  odT 

•qo  l/5'iEroyDii-  uf  ffy^d  r*vx;J  ,dlnoai  vAlfom  ai  dliw  i^iaiioD 

-fioo''j.:fr'  11  'vddf-t^4  bv"// 1 .H’' i 0t/rr d j itn{  xroii/rra 

riiiv/  .{tKioioo-d  tO'/oid/.'  .il  .ii.-aIvaU  Im.u  BooauiS 

ui  I’oijp.ffi  y JT'X’inn  i^nd  =Bji  11  .^jffhijA  ia  sodio  odl, 

.1  ii'i;  fk’oT  -di  oi  oilj  lo  xlnuoo 

i>n.\  '!o  B ].  jj4j  ji  - t*jvo  lo 

yd  H r.vol  odT  jioliiiui  i;  lo/o  >:  J&n  ranimoiq 
noidi  r>/o  oliiH  n nosd  ovini  M'lanuim  tsoioti  oeodJ  uo  oifi 


m 


ANNALS  OP  SANDY  SPRING. 


per  cent. ; the  payments  having  been  promptly  made,  and 
with  the  least  possible  dispute.  Estimated  assets  are 
$130,500. 

The  Savings  Institution  of  Sandy  Spring  has  been  in 
existence  over  fifteen  years,  commencing  in  a very  humble 
way  (as  set  down  in  former  pages),  and  reaching  March 
1,  1883,  the  condition  as  follows: 


“Amount  on  hand, 
Investment  in  bonds, 
In  mortgages, 
Sundries, 


$173,061  54. 

$79,364  05 
73,325  00 
20,372  49 


The  year  ending  March  1,  1883,  has  been  a very  pros- 
perous one  in  every  respect;  the  business  large,  with  no 
known  bad  debts ; every  demand  promptly  paid  over  the 
counter,  without  a second  notice. 

[Extracted.]  Joseph  T.  Moore,  Treasurer.” 

It  now  only  remains  to  pay  our  sorrowing  tributes  to 
our  friends  who  have  gone  before.  The  number  is  largely 
in  excess  of  previous  average  losses  by  death.  Of  the  two 
who  left  us  in  the  spring,  a feeling  mention  is  made  at  the 
time  of  their  departure  by  my  associate ; who,  in  the 
present  writing,  takes  her  leave  also  of  this  record.  In 
the  next  obituary  you  will  easily  recognize  the  words  of 
Caroline  II.  Miller. 

Ninth  month,  4th,  died  Edward  Thomas,  aged  72. 
Some  thoughts  of  the  dear  friend,  whose  once  familiar 
fiice  must  henceforth  be  but  a pleasant  memory,  dwell  so 
earnestly  with  me,  that  I trust  their  expression  may  not 
seem  inapproj>riate.  Mith  him  another  link  has  fallen 
from  the  chain  of  goodly,  I may  say,  of  godly  brothers 
and  sisters ; a chain  which  they  have  kept  strong  and 
bright  through  many  years  by  love  and  truth. 
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Another  life  ha?  been  laid  down — that  had  indeed  gi‘own 
heavy  through  burdens  of  the  flesh  too  grievous  to  be 
home.  Another  faithful  and  loving  wife  has  been  left,  to 
bear  for  a few  years  tlie  saddest  of  all  titles  and  loneliest 
of  all  lots!  IrYe  have  parted  with  our  loved  friend  forever 
to  the  outward  vision ; but  it  will  be  long  ere  he  is  for- 
gotten! Though  ‘‘he  had  known  sorrow  and  was  w^ell 
acquainted  with  grief  ” — whom  did  he  ever  oppress  with 
his  murmurings  ? 1^5’one ! for  true  hero  that  he  was,  he 
wore  his  sackcloth  underneath;  his  greeting  always 
bright  and  pleasant;  his  Avords  glowing  with  innocent 
mirth  or  sparkliiig  with  harmless  wit — when  can  we  for- 
get him?  Never!  His  memory  will  still  be  green  in  the 
hearts  of  his  children's  children  when  their  fair  young 
heads  shall  be  whitened  by  the  snows  of  time.  Cheerful, 
patient,  enduring  man ! Strong  in  all  that  was  good  and 
true ! Such  deaths  are  a real  bereavement.  We  mourn 
him  with  sincere  sorrow;  while  we  fervently  exclaim — 
“ Let  me,  too,  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
last  end  be  like  his  ! ” 

Twelfth  month,  8th,  died  Carrie  !M.  Stabler,  aged  9 
years,  nearly.  Our  three  friends  whose  departure  has 
been  recorded  had  reached  an  age  that  averaged  over  75 
years.  Highly  as  they  were  esteemed,  and  deeply  as  they 
.vere  lamented,  the  loss  had  nothing  %uinatural  about  it. 
In  the  regular  course  of  things  their  time  had  come  to 
depart.  The  ripe  apple  falls  easily  to  the  ground.  But 
for  this  dear,  bright  child,  just  come  to  an  age  when  life 
begins  to  gather  its  sweetest  fruits,  and  the  pov:er  comes 
with  it  to  distribute  of  them — oh,  so  much  ! — and  most  to 
tliose  who  are.  most  near — how  strange  and  mysterious 
are  the  laws  that  bring  about  these  cruel  ends!  Vain,  in- 
deed, is  any  attempt  to  fathom  or  explain.  Perhaps  it  is 
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something  worse  than  useless  to  try.  I know  that  the 
little  pet  of  our  First-Day  School  will  never  return  to 
join  the  companions  she  loved ; never  fill  out  and  'perfect 
in  this  life  the  bright  qualities  of  the  true  woman  which 
her  early  years  seemed  to  promise.  This  thought,  in  my 
own  experience,  under  a similar  affliction — this  sorrowful 
thought  that  the  gifted  child  could  never  unfold  its  gifts, 
was  saddest  of  all.  But  another  and  holier  thought  also 
came : Could  such  hopeless  things  be  ? Could  that  which 

wa5  best  and  most  precious  and  most  promising  of  all  that 
we  see  or  know,  or  have  to  do  with,  in  our  whole  experience 
of  this  life,  can  it  pass  as  if  it  had  never  an  existence, 
wholly  away  ? This  universe  exhibits  no  such  wasteful 
management  And  once  assured  that  our  little  lamb  is 
safe  folded  in  the  arms  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  it  is  not  so 
long  to  wait ! ” 

Twelfth  month,  12th,  died  Mary  B.  Kirk.  The  writer 
of  these  tributes  of  affection  to  long-tried  friends,  thus 
rendered  to  him  a ‘‘labor  of  love,^’  has  always  been  a 
warm  advocate  of  marriage..  But  in  contemplating  a life 
such  as  hers,  whose  name  is  above  written,  one  may  justly 
feel  a degree  of  uncertainty,  at  least  as  to  the  duty  or 
necessity  resting  upon  every  woman  to  enter  into  wedlock. 
I have  known  Mary  intimately  ever  since  I was  a boy ; and 
was  acquainted,  for  the  most  part,  with  her  manner  of 
life.  While  sitting  with  the  solemnized  gathering  of 
friends,  assembled  to  follow  her  remains  to  the  grave, 
within  the  room  where  she  had  dwelt  during  the  chief 
portion  of  her  life,  a deep  impression  came  over  me. 
I seemed  to  see,  and  followed  in  thought,  that  life 
of  hers  spread  out  before  me.  And  one  clear  figure 
marked  the  whole,  forming  into  words  substantially  such 
as  these:  “The  labors  of  her  active  life  were  directed  to 
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efforts,  generally  successful,  to  make  other  people  more 
comfortable,^’  always  seeming  ready  to  help  everybody. 
Yet  her  life,  especially  the  early  part  of  it,  was  one  of 
great,  con thmed  suffering;  as  the  victims  of  the  demon, 
dyspepsia,  alone  can  rightly  understand.  Fortunately  for 
her,  and  for  so  many  others,  she  succeeded  almost  in 
throwing  off  the  scourge.  Then  her  devoted  spirit  was 
able  to  manifest  itself;  with  results  which  tempted  me 
to  the  suggestion  that  perhaps  the  world  was  the  better 
for  her  life. to  have  been  one  of  single  blessedness. 

2d  month,  22d,  1883,  died  Wm.  Henry  Stabler,  aged  81. 
Again  the  hand  of  death,  so  busy  this  cruel  year,  struck 
upon  the  old.  But  it  fell  with  gentle  force  upon  one  w'ell 
prepared  for  the  stroke.  For  the  period  of  a few  years 
the  strong  life  current  wdiich  had  mai'ked  his  active,  de- 
cided nature  had  somew'hat  failed,  but  long  before  his 
departure  it  returned  calm  and  refreslied.  Wm.  Henry 
Stabler  was  a man  so  long  and  widely  knowm,  his  death 
forms  an  historical  event  in  our  annals.  On  a fornier  page 
there  is  a brief  obituary  notice  of  his  son  lYilliam,  and  a 
line  describing  him  reads — “His  industry,  honesty  and 
solid  sense  distinguished  him  as  one  to  be  relied  upon.”  The 
father  and  son  were  much  alike.  As  the  plirase  is  often 
used,  ‘^He  was  a man  w'lio  had  very  little  nonsense  about 
him.”  Steady  and  straightforward  in  his  business,  he 
asked  and  expected  of  others  to  do  only  what  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances he  would  do  himself.  While  attending  closely 
and  with  success  to  his  own  affairs,  he  w’as  by  no  means 
deficient  in  active  efforts  to  promote  the  general  w'elfare. 
One  example  of  this  I cannot  refrain  from  placing  on  this 
record.  It  is  some  years  now  siiice  the  lamlowners  of 
Sandy  Spring  w^ere  relieved  from  a nuisance  both  onerous 
and  ex|x?nsive.  Probably  there  are  many  who  forget  the 
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times  when  hogs  and  cattle  roamed  freely  through  our 
woods,  compelling  every  one  to  keep  his  gates  shut ; more 
still  who  forget  the  man  most  active  to  get  the  nuisance 
abated.  That  man  was  Wm.  Henry  Stabler.  He  was  not 
the  only  actor  in  the  case,  but  it  is  my  distinct  recollection 
he  was  decidedly  the  most  efficient.  Another  and  yet 
more  important  change  in  our  neighborhood  is  due  to  the 
same  source.  But  enough  has  been  written ; of  all  the 
men  among  us  he  cared  the  least  for  praise ; only  suhstan^ 
tial  qualities  attach  to  his  memory  and  name. 

It  is  by  a strange  coincidence  that  your  historian’s  last 
‘‘Tabor  of  love  ” in  this  way  should  be  directed  as  it  has 
been.  The  last  similar  contribution  of  the  friend  whose 
care  and  accurate  observation  have  added  so  much  of  real 
value  to  our  sketches  is  “ to  mention  with  expressions  of 
deep  sympathy”  the  death  in  Alexandria  of  one  of  the 
“ Eockland  scholars  ” from  Bermuda.  She  remarks  that 
it  spread  a gloom  over  our  pleasant  neighborhood ; softened 
somewhat  by  the  tokens  of  lovely  Christian  resignation 
manifested  by  the  stricken  mother  in  the  island  far  away. 

The  record  of  our  sincere  tributes  of  sympathetic  feeling 
toward  valued  friends  would  be  quite  imperfect  without 
referring  to  the  afflictions  which  now  for  three  months 
have  prevailed  in  tlie  household  of  Washington  B.  Chich- 
ester. While  it  has  been  the  lot  of  the  distressed  family 
to  suffer  in  nearly  all  its  members,  the  chief  anxiety  cen- 
tred during  this  long  period  in  one  who  was  the  especial 
darling  of  her  many  friends.  Hope  of  her  recovery  is  now 
growing  stronger  from  day  to  day. 

Twice  before  in  the  course  of  tliese  annual  records, 
which  have  ventured  to  come  together  and  call  tlieniselves 
a history,  tlie  writer  has  made  an  imsiiccessful  attempt  to 
bid  “good-bye”  to  you,  the  constituents  and  proprietors  of 
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Sandy  Spring  Ljcemn,  and  now  and  here  the  leavetahing 
is  final.  This  hall  may  be  truly  called  the  centre  of  the 
intellectual  movement  of  the  neighborhood.  Pass  your 
thoughts  over  the  tvfenty-four  years  since  its  construction. 
What  a variety  of  uses  it  has  subserved  I Perhaps  it  has 
never  witnessed  a brighter  succession  of  rational  entertain- 
ments than  during  the  last  year.  This  speaks  well  for  its 
present  managers  and  its  future  prospects.  Our  latest 
entertainment  (though  entitled  by  its  high  object  to  a more 
exalted  name)  was  signalized  among  the  many  successful 
exhibitions  by  its  large  audience,  by  the  nobility  of  its  pur- 
pose, by  the  charm  and  excellence  of  the  performance, 
above  all  by  the  earnestness,  dignity  and  eloquence  of  her 
who  instituted  the  brilliant  scene.  Francis  Miller  in  this 
hall,  just  twenty  years  ago,  made  the  suggestion  which  led 
to  these  historic  records.  How  proper  and  agreeable  then  is 
it  that  the  long  narrative  should  close  l)y  referring  to  the 
success  of  his  wife,  Caroline  H.  Miller,  in  securing  to  the 
Lyceum  Company  a delightful  entertainment,  while  fur- 
nishing a profitable  contribution  for  the  benefit  of  a hos- 
pital to  be  erected  in  honor  of  the  lamented  Garfield. 
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The  following  sketch  of  Sandy  Spring  at  an  early 
period  in  its  history,  drawn  up  by  Thomas  McCormick, 
w^hen  nearly  90  years  of  age,  was,  at  the  request  of  Caleb 
Stabler,  inserted  in  the  Annals. 

My  earliest  recollections  of  this  most  delightful  locality 
date  back  nearly  80  years.  In  1797  it  fell  to  my  lot  to 
become  a member  of  the  family  of  my  uncle,  Thomas 
Moore,  of  precious  memory,  after  whom  I was  named.  He 
was  then  living  on  his  farm,  known  as  ‘‘Ketreat,”  near 
Brookeville.  Being  only  about  six  years  old,  I had  been 
but  little  at  school ; the  only  instruction  I had  received 
in  that  line  was  from  drunken  Irish  wandering  teachers, 
who  knew  but  little  themselves,  and  did  not  know  how  to 
teach  children  even  when  sober,  much  less  when  drunk. 
Such  for  the  most  part  were  the  teachers  we  had  at  that 
time  in  Loudoun  county,  Virginia.  Soon  after  I came  to 
live  with  my  uncle  I was  entered  as  a scholar  in  an 
excellent  school  that  had  recently  been  opened  under  the 
care  and  nianagement  of  Isaac  Briggs,  a member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  The  school  building  was  a very  neat 
log  structure,  situated  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Sandy 
Spring  Meeting  House,  and  near  the  residence  of  Basil 
Brooke.  This  school  was  patronized  not  only  by  the 
immediate  neigiiborhood,  but  fiom  the  adjoining  counties 
and  from  otluT  States  and  (diies,  it  )nay  be  interesting  to 
the  few  that  still  survive  to  see  a list  of  their  former 
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schoolmates.  I believe  I can  give  them  nearly  all  from 
memory. 

1st.  From  the  neighborhood,  viz.  : Thomas  P.  and 

Edward  Stabler,  Eichard  and  John  Brooke,  Mahlon 
-Chandlee,  Francis  and  James  Hance,  Eichard  Holmes, 
Samuel  and  Eemus  Eiggs,  Samuel  White,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth and  Ann  Gilpin,  Anna  and  Mary  Briggs. 

2d.  From  adjoining  counties : Eichard  P.  and  Gerard 
Snowden,  Nicholas  Snowden,  Joseph  Harrison  (West 
Eiver),  John  and  Samuel  Ellicott  (from  EllicotPs  Mills). 

3d.  From  Baltimore : J ohn  and  Samuel  Carey,  Samuel 
Patrick,  Isaac  and  Thomas  Tyson,  John  Brown,  Isaac 
and  Wm.  Trimble,  Jonathan  Balderston. 

4th.  From  Philadelphia : Three  brothers  of  the 

Garriguez  family,  two  Miss  Thompsons,  from  Loudoun, Va., 
and  three  young  Frenchmen,  who  came  to  learn  the 
English  language:  their  names  were  Derazon,  John 
Batter  and  Dngravia  Shaulattle. 

From  these  young  Frenchmen  we  boys  learned  all  tlie 
French  we  ever  knew;  and  that  was,  how  to  ask  per- 
mission to  go  out ; and  would  receive  our  answers  in  the 
same  language.  I would  put  it  down  here,  but  fear  ’ I 
shall  be  criticized  by  the  learned  boys  of  these  times  ; now 
look  out — but  don’t  laugh!  Plaildl  do  me  Imsscr 
sortir?^^ — ‘‘  Oiti,  on  pent  sortir,'" — and  out  we  go. 

Now  if  any  boy  of  our  then  age  can  give  us  better 
French,  let  him  speak  out! 

All  the  scholars  from  a dishince  boarded  among  the 
neighbors;  the  teacher  taking  a full  share.  There  was 
no  corporeal  punishment  used  in  the  school ; ‘‘the  dunce 
benrh  ” and  “dunce  slatioi! ’’ v/ere  <;>f(en  in  requisitinn, 
until  some  lazy  fellow  thought  one  place  about  as  good 
as  another,  and  they  were  content.  It  so  happened  that 
24 
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several  of  these  delinquents  boarded  with  the  teacher; 
and  in  the  woods  between  the  school  and  home  there 
were  seme  fine  ’birch  trees,  with  long,  slender  switches, 
and  yon  may  gness  the  rest ! Our  beloved  teacher  was  a 
good,  kind-hearted  man,  was  as  fond  of  a little  exercise 
on  the  playground  as  any  of  us,  and  often  either  brought 
his  dinner  with  him,  or  would  hurry  back  after  dining  at 
home,  to  have  a race  in  the  woods.  Though  rather  a 
stout  man,  he  was  active  on  the  foot,  could  run  very  fast 
for  a moderate  distance,  enjoying  it  very  much  when  time 
would  admit. 

On  one  occasion,  I well  remember,  w^hen  he  Avas  pur- 
suing or  being  pursued,  he  stumbled,  fell,  and  broke  his 
collar-bone.  This  was  a sad  accident  for  him,  and  while 
we  sympathized  Avith  him  in  his  affliction,  Ave  (bad 
fellows)  thou  gilt  Ave  saAv  in  it  the  prospect  of  a feAv  Aveeks’ 
release  from  school  duties;  but,  alas!  this  hope  AA^as  soon 
cut  off.  William  vStabler  came  forward  fully  equal  to  the 
occasion,  took  the  professor’s  chair,  and  aa'c  aa’cII  kneAV 
that  meant  business — no  holiday,  no  play  iioaa'.  Come 
to  books sounded  from  the  door  next  morning. 

Here  T pause  a moment  to  think  of  William  Stabler.  1 
remember  him  AA^ell;  saAv  him  in  his  last  illness,  being 
often  sent  by  my  anxious  uncle  and  aunt  to  inquire  after 
him;  and  his  most  excellent  companion,  Deborah  vStabler 
— AA'ho  ewer  kneAv  her,  but  to  love  her?  She  Avas  a dear 
friend  of  my  mother,  their  acquaintance  having  com- 
nienced  before  either  Av^as  married.  She  liAcd  and  labored 
for  her  DiA'ine  Master,  preached  His  Avord  to  many,  and 
Avas  taken  to  her  reward  in  the  mansion  prepared  for  her. 
It  Avas  the  custom  of  our  teaclier,  on  each  and  e\'ery  -fth 
day,  to  take  the  whole  school  to  the  meeting  house  for 
worship,  Avliich  practice  Avas  right  and  profitable. 
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Having  noticed  the  school  and  teacher,  I will  now 
mention  the  families  that  then  composed  the  Society  of 
Sandy  Spring  Meeting.  I begin  with  Evan  Thomas  and 
Mary  Brooke,  who  sat  at  the  head  of  the  meeting,  regular 
in  'their  attendance,  and  seldom  allowing  a meeting  to 
. pass  without  having  a message  to  deliver.  Here  I will 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  for  myself  that  some  of  my 
earliest  religious  impressions  were  made  under  the  min- 
istry of  these  dear  ministers  of  Christ. 

Then  follow,  John  Tliomas  and  wife,  llichard  Thomas, 
Sr.,  and  Kichard  Thomas,  Jr.,  Basil  Brooke,  Gerard 
IMooke,  James  Brooke,  Samuel  Brooke,  Thomas  Moore, 
Bernard  Gilpin,  Caleb  Bentley,  George  Chandlee,  Samuel 
Haiice,  and  some  others  I might  mention.  How  few  of 
that  large  company  of  Christian- believers  remain!  Only 
about  tliree  or  four  now;  and  very  soon  all  will  have 
passed  away.  But  it  is  a pleasant  reflection  that  nearly 
all,  of  them  have  left  representatives  in  children,  grand 
and  great-grandchildren.  Some  have  already,  and  we 
hope  all  may,  prove  worthy  representatives  of  such  a 
parentage;  not  in  membership  only,  but  in  spirituality 
also.  But  who  out  of  all  these  families  are  now  laboring 
in  the  ministry  ? Can  a church  long  continue  to  live  and 
prosper  without  a living  ministry?  Look  to  this,  my 
young  friends  I There  is  work  for  you. 

I hope  I shall  not  be  thought  oflicious  in  thus  giving 
counsel  when  it  has  not  been  asked.  No,  no!  what  I 
have  written  is  dictated  by  the  kindly  feeling  I have  for 
the  place  and  people,  among  whom  I have  spent  so  many 
happy  days ; first  in  my  boyhood,  then  in  middle  life ; 
ami  )iuw,  wlien  I am  old  and  gray-lK-aded,  I delight  to 
visit  and  enjoy  the  society  of  the.  few  of  my  early  com- 
panions that  are  left,  and  of  their  immediate  descend- 
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ants.  And  if  it  should  be  decided  by  my  Heavenly 
Father  that  I may  not  see  you  again,  I leave  this  testi- 
mony of  the  love  I still  bear  to  my  dear  friends  of 
Sandy  Spring, 

August  17th,  1876.  Thomas  McCormick. 

If  the  foregoing  hastily-prepared  sketch,  after  exami- 
nation by  my  friends  of  Sandy  Spring,  and  particularly 
by  my  ministerial  brother,  Benjamin  Hallowell,  it  may 
be  copied  for  future  reference,  with  any  alterations  or 
additions  that  may  bo  suggested.  T.  McC. 

jS’ote.—Of  the  45  persons  herein  named,  six  are  living. 
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A letter  from  Hon.  A.  B.  Davis,  furnishing,  by  request, 
his  recollections  regarding  the  origin  of  “The  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Montgomery  County.” 

Green-wood,  Oct.  8th,  1883. 
Wm.  Henry  Farquhar,  Esq.,  Sandy  Spring. 

My  Dear  Friend: — Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  6th 
inst.  informing  me  that  you  were  about  to  Avrite  a sketch 
of  the  history  of  the  Montgomery  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  asking  my  recollection  and  co-operation  in  the 
first  effort  in  that  direction  in  1842,  in  Avhich  your 
brother.  Dr.  Cliarles  Farquhar,  Benjamin  Hallowell  and 
others  were  prominent,  is  received.  Allow  me  to  express 
my  gratification  that  you  haA^e  undertaken  so  important 
and  interesting  a task.  Your  knoAvledgc  and  ex}x?rience 
is  well  knoAvn,  and  affords  a guarantee  that  the  Avork  Avill 
be  well  and  faithfully  performed,  and  the  rise  and 
progress  of  an  institution  which  has  been  so  successful, 
and  has  relieved  and  assisted  the  unfortunate  sufferers  by 
fire  in  so  many  instances,  ought  to  be  perpetuated  and 
made  known  to  the  whole  community. 

With  regard  to  the  meeting  to  Avbich  you  refer,  I can- 
not remember  Avhether  my  name  Avas  attached  to  the  call, 
but  I have  a distinct  recollection  of  being  present ; and 
that  the  meeting  took  place  in  the  old  Academy  building 
in  Brookeville,  Avith  a goodly  attendance  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Sandy  Spring  and  Brookeville,  at  Avliich  your 
brother.  Dr.  Charles  Farquhar,  Avas  the  chief  speaker. 
He  held  in  his  hand  and  read  from  a pamphlet  tlie  plan 
and  Avorking  of  a Fire  Insurance  Society,  gotten  up 
especially  for  tlie  benefit  and  protection  of  fanners.  No 
society,  hoAvever,  Avas  formed,  as  the  result  of  that  meet- 
ing; for  the  reason,  doubtless,  Avhich  you  suggest,  viz., 
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that  “ the  community  was  not  ripe  yet  for  so  useful  an 
organization.’’  Success  was  reserved  for  a later  day,  under 
the  leadership  of  the  late  Edward  Stabler,  who  had  ob- 
tained a copy  of  the  Lycoming  plan,  a cheaper  and  more 
liberal  one  for  an  agricultural  community.  This  he 
e'spoused  with  great  ardor  and  zeal,  and  pressed  with  suc- 
cess upon  our  x^oople. 

But  the  first  meeting  to  which  you  refer,  at  'which 
your  brother  and  the  late  Benjamin  Hallowell  took  the 
leading  part,  must  have  made  a strong  and  favorable  im- 
pression upon  me ; for  I find  that  subsecpiently  thereto, 
and  before  the  organization  of  the  present  company,  I had 
for  the  first  time  effected  an  insurance  upon  my  dwelling- 
house,  in  the  Erederick  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company.  x\t  this  time,  as  one  of  the  State  agents,  I was 
a frequent  visitor  to  the  City  of  Frederick,  on  behalf  of 
the  then  prostrate  and  unfinished  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal ; and  thus  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  something 
of  the  working  of  the  Frederick  Insurance  Company. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  present  company, 
Mr.  Stabler,  by  letter  and  by  personal  visits,  urged  me  to 
become  a member  and  director  of  the  Montgomery  com- 
pany. He  appeared  anxious  to  have  both  myself  and  my 
friend  and  neighbor,  l\Ir.  Bemus  Briggs,  in  tl\e  Board  of 
Directors. 

This  service  as  a director  (having  withdrawn  from  the 
Frederick  company  to  become  a member  of  the  Mont- 
gomery company)  enabled  me  to  witness  the  intelligent 
zeal  and  devotion  of  ^Ir.  Stabler,  as  President  of  the 
Company,  of  which  he  was  justly  entitled  to  be  called  the 
founder;  also  the  invaluable  services  of  anotlicr  officer  of 
the  company,  Iiobeit  1C  iUoore,  its  faithful,  efficient  and 
devoted  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  who,  in  my  judgment, 
and  without  in  the  least  disparaging  any  other  officer,  is 
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entitled  to  share  the  honor  of  the  success  of  our  insur- 
ance company. 

When  this  company  was  organizing,  and  in  the  first 
years  of  its  comparatively  slow  growth,  I met  in  my  visits 
to' Frederick,  about  the  Canal  Company,  the  Hon.  John 
Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  ‘‘Honest  John,’’  as  he  was  famil- 
iarly called.  I learned  from  him  that  he  had  organized 
a similar  company  in  Massachusetts,  and  it  had  met  with 
wonderful  success,  more  than  double  ours,  in  the  same 
time.  I asked  him  the  cause  of  his  success ; he  replied 
that  “under  the  mutual  plan,  insurance  was  so  cheap 
that  a farmer  who  neglected  it  and  met  with  a loss,  got 
no  sympathy  or  assistance;  and  that  this  absence  of  sym- 
pathy forced  every  one  into  the  Insurance  Company — 
hence  their  success ! ” 

Another  important  lesson  I learned  from  my  interviews 
with  these  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Davis  and  Hale,  and  Capt 
Swift,  a distinguished  civil  engineer.  I asked  the  latter 
gentleman  how  it  was  that  with  their  turn})ikes,  railroads 
and  manufacturing  companies  they  succeeded  much 
better  than  we  did  at  the  South.  His  reply  was — “ In 
Boston  it  had  gone  into  a proverb  that  every  company, 
managed  by  a Board  of  Directors,  was  a failure,  Is'ow, 
when  a company  was  organized,  their  first  act  was  to  look 
for  a person  acquainted  with  the  business  and  qualified 
to  manage  it,  and  wnth  a salary  sufficient  to  secure  his 
w hole  time  and  services,  to  give  him  full  control,  and  fix 
upon  him  the  responsibility  of  success.”  There  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  this  course  of  management. 
I have  had  several  occasions  to  observe  and  test  it. 

I sliail  look  forward  with  interest  to  tlie  forthcominsc 
of  your  history,  and  wish  you  success. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

. A.  B.  Davis. 
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Statistics  from  Postoffice  at  Sandy  Spring,  Md. 
Amount  of  stamps  cancelled  for  quarter 


ending  March  31st,  1881,  (equal  to  25,876 

letters  @ 8 cts.  each) $776  29  ■ 

Amount  of  same  for  1871, 10  years  ago 638  64 

Excess  this  year $137  65 

Amount  of  money  orders  issued  for  year 

ending  March  31st,  isSl $3,517  00 

Amount  of  money  orders  issued  for  year 
ending  March  31st,  1871 2,461  00 


Excess  this  year $1,056  00 

Amount  of  money  orders  paid  to  persons 

here  to  March  31st,  1881,  one  year $1,783  00 

Amount  of  money  orders  paid  to  persons  ^ 

here  to  March  31st,  1871,  one  year 724  00 


Excess  this  year $1,059  00 


It  seems  there  is  $1734  more  sent  out  of  the  neighbor- 
hood this  year  by  money  orders  than  received  by  same, 
just  about  double. 

Edward  Stabler,  rosfmaster^ 

S.  Bond,  Assistant  Postmaster, 

1868. 


Last  snow  in  1866-67  was May  3d, 

First  snow  in  1867-68  was November  12th. 


On  the  14th  of  February,  1865,  there  wjis  a remarkable 
variation  in  the  thermometers  of  tlie  neigliborhood,  the 
ob.:ei*vatio!i3  iKiving  been  made  about  7 A,  31.,  viz.: 
Highest,  ll'^,  at  Stanmore  and  William  J.  Scotield’s. 
Ix)\vest,  at  Iiiverside.  . 
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ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPUING. 


On  the  8tli  of  January,  1866,  at  twelve  central  places 
in  the  neighborhood,  the  thermometer  ranged  from  4° 


Last  snow  in  1867-68  was. April  12fch. 

First  snow  in  1868-69  was  on November  20th. 

On  April  12th,  1868,  there  was  a remarkable  fall  of 
the  thermometer,  viz.: 

On  April  12th,  at  12  o’clock  M.. 72® 

‘‘  “ ‘‘  104  “ P.  M..... 27° 

“ 13th  7 A.  M 22° 

Being  a fall  in  19  hours  of 50° 

or  more  than  24°  per  hour. 

On  xipril  23d,  at  4 o'clock  P.  M 76° 

^ 24th,  “ 7 “ A.  M 30° 

Being  a fall  in  15  hours  of 46° 

or  more  than  3°  per  hour. 


Snow  on  only  one  day  in  January.  No  sleighing  during 
the  entire  winter  of  1868-69.  Thunder  heard  in  February. 

On  the  24th  of  the  7th  month  there  was  a terrific 
flood  on  the  Patapsco,  Patuxent,  and  some  other  streams 
in  Baltimore,  Howard  and  Montgomery  counties.  Bridges, 
dwellings,  mills  and  factories  were  -washed  away,  many 
lives  and  much  property  were  destroyed;  some,  -who 
escaped  unharmed  as  to  person,  losing  everything  they 
possessed  in  the  world.  The  scene  of  devastation  and  ruin 
at  Ellicott  City  beggars  all  power  of  description.  A sudden 
and  tremendous  rain  fell  in  the  section  of  country  near 
the  head-waters  of  the  >streanis,  and  tlie  water  being 
checked  in  its  very  sudden  rise  and  flow  by  bridges  and 
dams,  either  swept  them  away  or  flooded  the  adjacent 
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country.  In  Baltimore  the  water  was  up  to  the  top  of 
the  lamp-posts  in  certain  streets. 

Seventeen  year  Locusts  {Cicada  se2:)temdecem'). — The  lo- 
custs were  first  noticed  ascending  the  trees  at  night  in  gTeat 
numbers  on  the  30th  of  May.  In  the  morning  early  they 
came  out  of  their  shells,  and  after  being  warmed  and 
turned  black  by  the  sun,  fl.ew  away.  For  about  two  weeks 
they  came  up  in  great  numbers.  They  then  filled  the  air 
with  their  harsh  noise,  and  in  about  two  weeks  more  had 
pierced  the  limbs  of  bushes  and  tender  trees,  particularly 
the  chestnuts.  They  did  not  seem  to  pierce  the  locust 
tree.  They  then  began  to  die  ofl*  rapidly,  and  by  the  lust 
of  June  but  few  were  seen  or  heard.  The  damage  done 
was  slight  compared  with  their  countless  number.  A few 
young  peach  orchards  were  injured  or  destroyed.  Their 
noise  was  at  its  height  about  the  middle  of  June.  The 
male  only  makes  the  noise,  by  means  of  a tight  parch- 
ment-like membrane  under  the  wing,  moved  by  internal 
fibres  or  muscles.  The  eggs  are  deposited  side  by  side  in 
the  slits  or  punctures  made  in  the  limbs,  about  a dozen  in 
each  place,  and  each  female  laying  about  one  hundred 
eggs.  Their  empty  shells  or  jackets  are  left  sticking  to 
the  bark  and  limbs  of  the  trees.  The  chickens  and  hogs 
fattened  on  them.  They  are  not  poisonous  to  beast  or 
human.  But  few  crows  were  seen  while  they  were 
abundant,  and  corn  was  undisturbed,  the  crows  finding 
plenty  of  food  near  their  nests  in  the  hit  grub  and  winged 
locust.  They  do  no  damage  to  vegetation  except  by  pier- 
cing the  young  twigs,  w'hich  generally  die  and  break  off. 
The  little  grub,  about  tV  of  an  inch  in  length,  batches  out 
about  the  first  of  Augusr,  falls  to  the  ground,  finds  its 
way  into  the  earth  to  a depth  of  about  four  feet,  and 
emerges  at  the  end  of  seventeen  years,  piercing  the  gi-ound 
wdth  myriads  of  holes. 
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1870. 

Last  snow  in  1868-69  was April  11th. 

First  ‘‘  1869-70  “ IS'ovember  13th. 

Haze. — In  July  there  was  a haze  for  five  days,  during 
which  the  sun  had  the  red  appearance  usual  in  Indian 
Summer.” 

Drought. — There  was  no  rain  to  wet  the  ground  from 
July  29th  to  August  28th,  and  then  not  enough  for  plow- 
ing. It  lasted  until  Sept.  26th,  nearly  two  months.  Corn 
and  -potatoes  were  affected  by  it.  It  extended  through  the 
Southern  and  Middle  States,  much  of  the  corn  fodder  in 
Virginia  being  left  uncut.  In  the  West,  on  the  contrary, 
the  crops  were  shortened  by  excessive  rains.  Large  fields 
of  grain  were  lost  because  the  ground  was  too  soft  to  allow 
the  machines  to  work,  and  there  were  no  “ cradles  ” to  cut 
with. 

Flood. — On  Oct.  3d  there  wvas  a heavy  rain,  flooding  the 
streams  and  doing  much  damage  in  some  places. 

Mild  Winter. — Winter  was  very  mild.  [Most  farmers 
plowx^d  both  for  corn  and  oats.  The  birds  w'ere  frequently 
heard  singing,  a number  not  having  migrated.  It  was 
-with  difficulty  that  ice  w^as  stored,  some  not  filling 
their  houses.  Jan.  10th  and  11th  it  w^as  gathered  four 
inches  thick.  On  Feb.  Sth  and  9th  'we  had  the  only 
sleighing  for  this  winter,  and  the  first  since  the  winter  of 
1S67-68. 

Eclipse. — The  great  }»henomenon  of  the  year  was  the 
eclipse  of  the  Sun  on  the  7th  of  August, — nearly  total 
here,  and  entirely  so  in  portions  of  the  United  States. 
An  audience  so  intelligent  as  tliis  lias  doubtless  read  many 
and  accurate  descriptions  of  this  wonder  of  wonders  which 
in  grandeur  and  interest  stands  unrivalled. 
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1871. 


> Last  snow  in  1869-70  was ,.x\pril  5th. 

' First  1870-71  “ December  17th. 


Haze. — In  August  there  were  five  days  during  Avhich 
the  sun  presented  a red  appearance,  and  was  partially 
obscured  by  a haze  caused  by  destructive  fires  in  Canada. 

Hailstorm. — On  May  10th  a hailstorm  did  some  little 
damage,  but  less  than  might  have  been,  being  unaccom- 
panied by  wind.  In  Philadelphia  and  New  Jersey  there 
were  violent  hailstorms  which  did  very  great  damage  to 
crops  and  to  property. 

' Wet  weather. — The  early  part  of  June  was  so  wet  as  to 
prevent  the  proper  cultivation  of  gardens  and  crops. 

Heat. — July  was  remarkable  for  intense  and  long-con- 
tinued heat.  The  thermometer  at  1 o'clock  on  the  16th 
was  91°;  17th  94°;  25th  93°;  26th  91°;  2Sth  90°.  Lithe 
cities  there  were  many  deaths  from  sunstroke,  and  the 
mortality  was  greatly  increased. 

Auroras. — There  was  a brilliant  aurora  on  Aug.  19th. 
Fine  auroral  displays  were  noticed  in  October  and  other 
months. 

1872. 

Last  snow  in  1870-71  was March  4th. 

First  “ 1871-72  “ November  28th. 

April  was  unusually  dry,  garden  seeds  not  sprouting 
from  lack  of  moisture.  The  early  part  of  the  month 
was  very  warm,  viz.:  Tliermometer  at  1 P.  M.  on  the  8th 
was  86°;  9th  82°;  10th  80°,  etc.  The  average  for  the 
month  was  50°,  which  was  from  3°  to  7°  higher  than  for 
a number  of  years  past. 

There  was  frost  on  the  11  th  of  3iay.  The  latter  part 
of  the  month  was  dry  and  dusty,  the  dust  flying  after 
harrows  and  carriages  in  clouds. 


3 


Y<fZA8  .HO  jfJLAiitlJL 


,.rt‘8r 

,iliZ  IhqA.,., ft/JW  0T-€9?r  ui  woxfB  ‘ 

,.IT-0t8i  ^ isii'5 

jiiidvr  ^ 

'jrif  f iiii  hm  « naa  exit 

m {d  f»i>£r>Xi0^ojsxd  \d  f^yifiosdo  '.' 

rtlnil  f»m<>»  liil'  il!Ojf  7^14  ifO — vS^mN^iViiiVV  ’ 

ir7^d  fT»di  seol  iud  <9^fcrx$fe^ 

iJiOiix  v/i/X  ijl  ^fliw  bsiacq;  ' 

oj  a^ijxrixj)  i;,  wg  *(i“v  fiili  doitiw  g<moj£fifiil  Jrt^JoiY  siew 

.v,h‘>q6'lq  td  fKifl  sqoi?> 

oi  rJ3  i'jw  <:»  ',  ciiv/  lo  j-«;q  W'H 

^ 3.it{/ln«g  Ito  Mddira’ilMO  laqoirq  9x1:1  Itisyoiq 

-i‘,oo-j;ual  l/j(^4i  ij^nohii  -!oll 

d.)fri  '.4j  tio  I iR  'jyt'ira^iirf^dt  9riX  >Ju9d  I)9ixnxi 

osiiHii  ."'00  4l48ti  dm  ;®ie  sair  ‘ 

o>Ij  Lxi«  /jdt'ii  su>xf,  cdjxj^l*  \mfa  'iwof  ^tjiU  s»Uio 

J>9^feVxom  vJliJ9t^  pfi’xx  i[tiI«tioiit 
.iliftl  ixo  xno'iOft  dfridlliixf  a c.hw 
T^ii  A hiui  T9cloi9i>  xii  ixeoiion  ayixIqaiB  ^x^l0^tJM  anc'il. 

.^Hiftoin 


.Hi4^  dmjfll axsy/  ni  woxia  iwhl 

wfuwSr “ ST-1T81  “ ini'i 

^ailijovy-^  ircJn^,^  -^[ihijaMxiH  fexivx  linqA 

dhuusi  lr>  Vmi  tui'!'  lo  3ioid  roiyft 

rl?8  inU  np  .Tif  .'i  J tx:  r>J»>/xjx.iin^^tT  :/s^t 
vWiJ  i<d  oi  Avyru  9f(  r .vin  .‘^oir't  xfiOf  ,jlHi  sxavf 
mifli  ‘x'jxf^>id  <>i  doWw  ,^0<)  wtw  dlnom 

'hY-  - ':  B 

,f7!:q  'I'  i’  lid  ,iRlt  iO  dJ  il  91*itf  .r 

'WJlii  ;giii’{h  i>jii>  oxU  J»mk  y;it>  esxxw  9ilJ  lo 

.?bx/  do  ni  baft  awOTiJirf 


290 


AKNALS  OF  SAXDY  SPRING. 


A most  remarkable  and  almost  appalling  evidence  of  the 
force  of  electricity  was  manifested  on  the  2Sth  of  April, 
about  8 o’clock  P.  M.,  upon  the  farm  of  Elizabeth  E. 
Tyson.  Two  trees  standing  nearly  30  feet  apart  were 
struck,  one  being  about  feet  in  diameter,  the  other 
2 feet.  One  was  cut  off  12  feet  aboye  the  ground,  the  other 
8 feet  above  the  ground,  the  pieces  being  scattered  over  a 
space  of  4 Hcres.  Some  of  them  were  as  large  as  sticks 
of  cord-wood.  One  piece  6 feet  long  and  6 inches  in 
diameter  was  thrown  70  yards  from  the  tree,  and  another 
12  inches  in  diameter  and  8 feet  long  was  thrown  20  feet. 
Long  strips  were  lodged  in  branches  of  trees  30  feet  from 
the  ground  and  40  yards  from  the  point  of  departure. 
The  electricity  followed  a root  from  the  largest  tree,  plow- 
ing out  a ditch  40  feet  long,  4 feet  wide  at  the  top,  and  3 
feet  deep  near  the  tree,  and  running  out  to  a mere  mark  at 
the  end.  Some  of  the  dirt  thrown  out  was  seen  sticking 
to  the  bark  of  the  surrounding  trees,  6 or  8 feet  from  the 
ground. 

In  July  there  were  many  thunderstorms  and  heavy 
rains.  On  the  7th  a tornado,  limited  in  extent,  blew 
doAvn  fences  and  overturned  and  twisted  off  a venerable 
locust  tree,  73  feet  in  height,  in  front  of  the  house  at 
Eockland. 

September  was  dry;  wells  and  springs  failing. 

On  the  12th  of  October  the  atmosphere  Avas  filled  Avitli 
smoke  from  the  great  tire  in  Chicago.  The  smell  of 
ashes  Avas  perceptible.  Persons  in  .Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, NeAv  York,  and  other  Avidely-separated  places,  Avere 
aroused  in  the  night,  thinking  their  own  premises  Avere 
on  fire.  It  A\as  an  adiniraltle  illustration  of  the  divisi- 
bility of  matter. 

December  Avas  remarkable  for  high  Avinds.  On  the  21st 
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the  thermometer  was  — 3®  at  7 A.  ]\L,  at  1 P.  ^1.,  and  4° 

at  9 P.  M.,  making  the  average  of  the  day  lf°.  The  old 
Washingtonian  saying  that  if  we  have  ice  thick  enough  for 
gathering  before  Christmas  we  will  not  have  after,  though 
often  true,  was  falsified  this  season.  Ice  6 inches  thick 
was  stored  on  the  16th  of  December,  and  on  the  21st  of 
March  there  was  skating  upon  ice  6 inches  thick. 

March  was  remarkable  for  its  low  temperature.  On  the 
5th  the  thermometer  was  4*^.  On  the  21st  it  was  16®. 
The  average  for  the  month  was  28.4°,  being  nearly  13° 
colder  tlian  the  year  before.  But  little  spring  work  has 
been  done,  the  ground  being  frozen  the  greater  part 
of  the  month. 

The  ground  was  not  without  patches  of  snow  from  No- 
vember to  about  the  20th  of  March. 

The  most  striking  point  in  connection  with  the  meteor- 
ology of  the  year  is  the  small  rainfall  in  this  latitude. 
The  amount  of  rain  and  melted  snow  that  fell  in  the  State 
of  Maryland  as  compiled  from  reports  of  5 or  6 stations, 
was  for  1871,  38.88  in.  Average  for  6 preceding  years, 
60.41  in. 

The  past  winter  has  been  one  of  unprecedfmted  severity, 
and  heartrending  accounts  have  reached  us  of  terrible 
suffering  in  the  West  and  Northwest.  On  one  railroad  9 
passenger  trains  and  1000  cars  of  freight  were  detained, 
entailing  a risk  of  life  and  a heavy  loss  of  property. 

A great  advance  has  been  made  in  meteorological  know- 
ledge, and  the  public  are  beginning  to  reap  some  advantage 
from  the 'long-continued  labors  of  scieiitilic  men,  com- 
mencing with  Franklin,  and  ably  seconded  in  latter  days 
by  Prof.  l'is[)V.  By  atteiuivcly  v/atching  the  phenomen;!, 
connected  with  rain,  currents  of  air,  changes  in  the  heiglit 
of  the  barometer,  and  other  things,  and  by  laboriously 
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collating  the  results,  a law  of  storms  has  been  developed 
which  by  the  aid  of  the  telegraph  in  announcing  the 
changes  as  they  occur  over  the  country,  enables  the  cen- 
tral observer  to  give  us  the  daily  ‘^probabilities’^  that 
have  proved  so  wonderfully  accurate  even  tliiis  early  in  the 
experiment.  By  cautionary  signals  on  tlie  lakes  and  on 
the  coast  many  lives  and  much  property  have  been  saved. 
When  experience  adds  to  the  knowledge  already  gained, 
it  is  proposed  to  have  a system  of  signals  by  cannon  from 
various  points  for  the  benefit  of  farmers  and  others.  We 
are  as  yet  in  the  infancy  of  meteorology  as  a science,  great 
as  have  been  the  advances  made  in  recent  times.  The  day 
will  no  doubt  come  when  we  shall  know  the  “probable” 
weather  of  the  coming  24  hours  with  almost  the  same  cer- 
tainty with  which  we  now  foretell  an  eclipse. 

Henry  C.  Hallo^vell. 

April  7th,  1873. 

Last  snow"  in  1871-72  was .....April  15th. 

First  snow  in  1872-73  was November  16th. 

On  the  26th  of  April  (1872)  the  thermometer  at  2 
P.  M.  was  00°,  and  at  11  P.  M.  it  w^as  70°. 

May  w’as  almost  without  rain ; small  garden  seeds  in 
many  places  not  germinating. 

June  was  exceedingly  dry.  July  was  hot  and  dry.  On 
the  1st  the  thermometer  was  94°;  on  the  2d,  97°;  on 
the  3d,  98°  ; on  the  4th  it  w^as  91°  at  10  A.  M.  There 
were  many  deaths  in  the  cities  from  lieat.  Streams  w^re 
loAV,  many  springs  and  wells  were  dry,  and  some  mills 
were  unable  to  grind.  Tii  some  cases  cattle  hud  to  be 
driven  a considerable  distance  for  water. 

August  was  warm  and  oppressive.  There  were  many 
auroras.  Part  of  September  was  oppressively  warm. 
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A long,  cold  and  hard  winter  began  in  December.  On 
the  22d  the  thermometer  was  0°  at  7 xV.  ]\L,  G°  at  1 P.  M,, 
the  average  for  the  day  being  4°.  On  the  26th  there 
was  a snow  6 inches  deep,  and  great  snowstorms  w^ere 
reported  all  oyer  the  Northwestern  and  Middle  States. 

On  the  30th  of  January  the  thermometer  through  the 
neighborhood  ranged  from  zero  to  26°  below,  the  greatest 
cold  ever  recorded  in  this  latitude.  On  the  27th  a snow 
9 inches  deep  fell,  and,  being  followed  by  cold  weather, 
W'as  packed  into  fine  sleighing. 

February  was  cold  and  wintry,  the  thermometer  being 
— 1°  on  the  24th  at  7 A.  M. 

March  began  cold,  the  thermometer  on  the  4th  being  2°. 
There  w'ere,  great  discomfort  and  suffering  amongst  the 
vast  multitudes  attending  the  2d  inauguration  of  Presi- 
dent Grant.  By  the  middle  of  ^larch  the  hard  grasp  of 
the  Frost  King  began  to  relax,  and  the  sAvelling  buds,  the 
notes  of  the  robin  and  blue-bird,  and  the  smell  of  the 
freshly-turned  sod  gave  unmistakable  evidence  that  the 
earth  would  be  once  more  clothed  in  the  countless  glories 
of  another  spring.  The  invalids  began  to  revive  under 
the  bright  anticipation,  the  aged  to  enjoy  once  more  their 
accustomed  walks  and  drives,  and  all  to  prepare  for  the 
busy  pleasures  of  a country  life.  Some  gardens  were 
plowed,  and  early  seeds  were  planted  on  the  19th,  and 
although  there  was  some  cold  and  blustering  weather  after- 
wards, this  glimpse  of  a warm  season  served  to  keep  our 
spirits  from  drooping  wlien  winter  gave  us  a parting  blast. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  considerably  below  the 
average,  the  record  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  showing  a 
total  of  only  38  inches,  wldle  the  average  for  the  first  4 
' months  (April,  May,  June  and  July;  was  but  1.7  inches 
per  month. 


Henry  C.  Hallo  well. 
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April  6th,  1874. 
Thermometer  at  A » M. 


Year.  Highest. 

Lowest. 

Range- 

Average. 

1866-67 

84° 

4° 

80° 

48.8° 

1867-68 

79 

1 

80 

47.8 

1868-69 

83 

8 

75 

48.9 

1869-70 

81 

8 

73 

48.1 

1870-71 

84 

4 

80 

49.9 

1871-72 

78  ' 

— 3 

81 

47.4 

1872-73 

82 

—12 

94 

47.9 

1873-74 

79 

8 

71 

49.9 

Average  for  8 yrs. 

81.21 

2 

79.2^ 

48.6 

Last  snow  in  1872-73  was.. 

.March  2 

First  snow  in  1873-74  was Noyember  12th. 

Thermometer  Averages  at  1 A,  M. 

Winter. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Nov.,  Dec.,  Jan.,  Feb.  & Mar. 

1865 

22.° 

27.° 

41.° 

1864-65 

31.68° 

1866 

26.9 

27.4 

35.4 

1865-66 

32.86 

1867 

19.6 

34.4 

33. 

1866-67 

31.96 

1868 

24.5 

21.6 

36.8 

1867-68 

30.96 

I860 

34. 

33.8 

32.6 

1868-69 

33.50 

1870 

35. 

29. 

32.7 

1869-70 

32.82 

1871 

27.4 

30.5 

41.2 

1870-71 

33.70 

1872 

26.5 

27.3 

28.4 

1871-72 

29.4 

1873 

24.7 

27.3 

32.8 

1872-73 

28.9 

1874 

34.2 

30.2 

37. 

1873-74 

34.4 

Av.forlOvrs.27.5 

28.8 

35.1 

32.02 

April  9th  the  tliermometer  was  85°  at  2 P.  M.  The  first 
15  clays  averaged  71°  higher  than  the  last  15  days.  In 


I .. 


.DvuH'ia  rax  A3  .bjiaxza 

,.v  ' i 

\{.  .K  f ^i»  vAmm’nf^t 


m 


Jnn'Xl'EsH 

■ 

°4rS 

- •.  • 

m 

. • 

■' 

8 ■ 

■ 

■ ,irc 

8 

G8 

m 

,tB' 

y gr 

S^l— 

m 

n 

,a 

{^gy 

, , ; 

*7.13 

.i«Y 

Tfl-sasr 

83-V88I 

ee-83ai 

07-6381 

x7-ovai 

S7-I78I 

87-ST8I 

tT-eV8X 


.,Ui‘7  im«K...... 

.ti  iVI  ,;i6' firtMovI . ....•• 


ai  vforre  larJ! 
...au’ff  flt  -jrofla  Jaiil 


At  .L  T 


.njuH 

,i3intW 

,;os:L,-oya  ..volft 

€0-H*81 

•d-jTt 

°.xs 

.tuil 

®.ss 

ir.ea 

Xr.7£ 

e.os  ' 

■ •'  '’'bG.f€ 

-M 

k'.t  -' 

t)Mt 

i>G.0€ 

BM 

0.18 

e^08i 

8.SS  i».; 

uga 

.68 

.iT^G'r^r'" 

C.OS 

1.TS 

K.';a 

c.D$ 

'"■"'?T-S7ai' 

' f i:8  ' 

t.X^Si 

xt^v'rajr 

, . ■ft;'  .,. 

..?e 

8.08 

fij- 

tW'"" 

iifi 

C.TS.'ii 

; t i AiiLi  , , , 

I citl  ^iti 

.M  .-*i  ^ ir- 

ft!  >r{j 

nb  ex  ifexiv 

a£ 


■■a . 


8331 
053r 
.7331 
8031 
C08I 
0781 
X78t 
£78  E 
3T3X 
t78I 


AKNALS  OF  SANDY  SPBING. 


295 


the  first  15  days  there  were  only  two  days  that  the  ther- 
mometer did  not  get  above  62°;  in  the  last  15  days  there 
was  only  one  day  on  which  it  reached  62°. 

July.  Dry.  On  the  3d,  thermometer  was  94°;  on 
the  14th,  95°.  On  the  15th,  an  appearance  similar  to  a 
rainbow  was  observed  in  the  west  in  the  afternoon. 

August.  Violent  thunderstorm  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th ; many  telegraph  poles  near  Hermon  and  Olney 
being  shattered  by  lightning.  On  the  13th  very  heavy 
rain,  amounting  to  7 inches,  and  carrying  away  the 
Brooke  Grove  dam.  From  the  12th  to  21st  some  rain 
fell  every  day;  9.42  inches  in  10  days.  In  many  locali- 
ties there  were  terrible  and  destructive  storms.  In  Moores- 
town,  N.  J.,  the  hailstones  were  71  inches  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  on  a plate  looked  like  apple  dumplings.  The 
devastation  was  proportionate. 

October.  On  the  30th  the  thermometer  was  24°  at 
7 A.  M. 

l^ovember.  Winter  set  in  early.  On  the  17th  the 
deepest  snow  of  late  years  fell  and  lay  for  a week. 

December.  On  the  fourth  the  thermometer  reached 
69°;  on  the  12th,  71°.  On  the  24th  a magnillcent  meteor 
was  observed,  which  was  fully  described  in  the  papers  of 
the  succeeding  week.  It  has  rarely  been  the  fortune  of 
any  one  to  see  so  grand  and  beautiful  a sight.  (See  ex- 
tract from  Scientific  American  of  Feb.  7,  1874,  on  file 
with  original  Met.  lleports.) 

January.  On  the  4th  the  thermometer  was  67°.  On 
the  23d,  62°  at  7 A.  M. ; the  next  morning  29°,  a change 
of  33°  in  24  hours,  ^lonth  remarkably  warm ; farmers 
at  tlieir  spring  work ; grass  growing,  buds  swelling. 
F rogs  heard  on  the  29rh. 

February.  On  the  6th  a very  fine  sleighing  snow. 
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Average  of  tneriDometer  on  the  22cl  was  63^°.  Flocks  of 
blackbirds  seen,  Fires  went  out  in  many  houses  during 
the  day.  On  the  23d  the  thermometer  reached  76J°, 
being  the  warmest  noon  since  September.  On  the  23d 
the  thermometer  averaged  62f° ; on  the  24th  it  averaged 
33i°,  a difference  of  29J°.  On  the  25th  fell  the  next 
deepest  snow  of  the  winter. 

March.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  thermometer 
w^as  51°  milder  than  on  the  same  day  one  year  before.  A 
remarkably  high  wind  was  blowing  uninterruptedly  for 
7 days  from  the  8th  to  the  14th. 

Apkil  5th,  1875. 

Falling: 

Year.  Clear.  Cloudy.  Kaln.  Snow.  Weather. 

1866-67  181  days.  71  days.  97  days.  16  days.  113  days. 


1867-68 

186 

71 

85* 

24 

109 

1868-69 

189 

70 

90  . 

17 

107 

1869-70 

209 

50 

90 

11 

101 

1870-71 

213 

48 

85 

14 

99 

1871-72' 

220 

59 

69 

18 

87 

1872-73 

228 

55 

64 

18 

• 82 

1873-74 

197 

77 

73 

18 

91 

1874-75 

202 

64 

84 

15 

99 

Ay.  for  9 yrs.  203 

63 

82 

17 

99 

Last  snow  in  1873-74  was April  29th. 

First  snow  in  1874-75  was .....December  1st. 

April.  Very  cold  and  disagreeable.  The  highest  noon 
temperature  was  67°,  although  it  reached  76°  the  preced- 
ing February.  Thermometer  was  25°  at  7 A.  ^1.  tliree 
days  ill  the  month.  2bih,  tirst  sign  of  asparagus.  29th, 
a furious  snowstorm,  4 inches  deep.  The  contrast  of 
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the  snow  with  deep  green  grass  and  wheat  was  peculiar ; 
pear  blossoms  looked  dark  in  comparison  with  the  snow. 
The  whole  day  was  remarkably  cold  (average  36^°),  and 
ground  crusted  at  night.  Far  the  coldest  April  on  record, 
being  7J°  below  the  average  for  7 years  previous. 

May.  Apple  in  bloom  on  the  1st;  peach  came  out 
March  19th.  A warm  spell  from  the  10th  to  the  loth 
caused  an  unusually  rapid  transformation  in  the  forests. 
The  coldest  spring  on  record. 

June  was  the  warmest  on  record.  Thermometer  above 
90®  from  the  7th  to  10th  at  noon;  99®  on  the  29th, 
the  warmest  day  for  6 years.  Comet  first  observed  on 
the  21st. 

July.  A violent  storm  on  the  4th  demolished  a church 
in  Beltsville,  buildings  in  Washington,  etc.  Lightning 
struck  and  shivered  a post  on  the  Brook  Grove  farm, 
partially  melting  a nail.  Comet  disappeared  on  the  15th. 

August.  20th,  thermometer  98°;  21st,  96®.  Yet  it 
was  the  coldest  xiugust  on  our  record  (8  years).  Drought 
injured  pastures  and  the  corn  crop. 

September.  Nearly  51  inches  of  rain  fell  from  the 
15th  to  17th. 

October  was  Avonderfully  dry;  there  were  but  2 or  3 
sprinkles  fell  in  the  whole  montli.  Eainfall  for  the 
month,  1 inch.  A haze  like  Indian  summer,  caused  by 
burning  prairies,  was  observed  for  weeks. 

December.  Bather  warm.  Thermometer  above  60® 
on  the  3d  and  28th.  No  ice  gathered  in  the  month. 

January.  For  two  weeks  the  thermometer  was  only 
seen  above  32°  on  2 days.  The  coldest  January  since 
1867. 

February  was  colder  still.  Average  thermometer  for 
one  week  (4th  to  10th)  was  12  il®.  Papers  said  it  was  the 
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coldest  spell  for  20  years.  On  the  10th  the  thermometer 
was  3^  below  zero.  The  temperature  for  the  first  3 weeks 
averaged  21.2'.  The  winter  was  very  cold  after  ISTew 
Year.  It  was  noted  for  its  sleets  and  scarcity  of  snow 
imtil  February.  There  was  sleet  on  the  ground  almost 
uninterruptedly  for  6 Aveeks  in  January  and  February. 
Numerous  accidents  occurred  in  the  cities.  Water  and 
ground  froze  to  a great  depth.  Immense  gorges  and 
fields  of  ice  formed  on  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna 
rivers. 

March  24th,  a 6 inch  snoAV  fell. 

Henry  C.  Halloavell, 
Allan  Farquhar. 

April  3d,  1876. 


Last  snoAviii  1874-75  Avas April  24th. 

First  snoAv  in  1875-76  was October  31st. 


April  13th,  2 inches  of  snow;  18th  A^ery  cold;  average 
of  the  day,  27 1.  Hot  fires  kept  up  all  day,  and  overcoats 
required  whene\;er  out  of  doors.  On  the  19th  the  ther- 
mometer sunk  to  19°,  the  lowest  on  record  for  April. 
Ice  on  ponds  Avould  bear  a rabbit.  The  ground  remained 
frozen  until  afternoon.  29th,  first  peach  blossoms  in 
orchards.  IVlonth  very  cold,  with  6 snowy  days.  Latest 
season  on  record;  being  a month  later  than  1871. 

May  5th.  Forests  absolutely  unchanged  in  appearance. 
7th,  straAvberries  just  iji  bloom,  (I  Iiuat  knoAvn  ripe  ones 
gathered  on  this  day).  9th,  tliermometer  84° ; 10th, 
73°  at  sunrise,  Avhich  is  suiqiassed  by  few  summer  morn- 
ings. 21st,  thermometer  91°.  Coldest  spring  f<)i‘  m;my 
years. 

June  lltli.  First  mess  of  strawberries.  24th  to27tb. 
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thermometer  95°  at  noon  for  4 snccessiTe  days.  The  first 
20  days  in  June  averaged  67° ; the  last  10  days,  79°. 

July  6th.  Very  hot  at  noon  ; followed  by  a thunder- 
storm. Lightning  struck  Ashton  store,  indulging  in 
strange  freaks,  but  doing  little  damage. 

' August,  cool  and  very  wet.  Highest  thermometer  86°. 
Hearly  9 inches  of  rain  fell  on  16  days,  which  promoted 
luxuriant  vegetation,  but  failed  to  afiect  wells,  which 
W'ere  very  low  through  the  wdiole  summer  and  fall.  The 
coolest  summer  on  record. 

September  24th,  thermometer  39°  ; a mild  frost. 

October  13th,  first  killing  frost.  26th,  thermometer 
75°  at  noon. 

.November  30th  was  very  wintry;  average  of  the  day, 
17°.  Month  rainy  and  much  corn  was  injured.  The 
autumn  foliage  w*as  more  than  usually  fine. 

December  20th,  the  only  first-rate  ice-getting  w'eather 
of  the  winter.  23d,  thermometer  66°  at  noon.  Xo  snow 
to  speak  of  during  the  month.  The  year  1875  w’as  the 
coldest  on  record  (dating  back  to  1867);  every  month, 
except  May  and  December,  being  below  the  average. 

January  2d.  Thermometer  67°  at  noon ; the  average  for 
the  day  was  571.  There  has  been  no  day  warmer  since. 
The  19th  was  the  w'armest  morning  since  September 
17th.  28th,  thermometer  69°  at  noon.  Lilac  buds  were 

swelled.  29th,  thermometer  59°  at  7 A.  M. ; 30th,  21° ; 
a difference  of  38°.  Month's  average  39°,  the  warmest 
January  on  record.  Hardly  any  snow. 

February  2d.  A poweriul  wind  caused  destruction  to 
trees  and  fences.  3d,  first  hona  fide  siiow  of  the  season, 
5 inches  deep.  Odie  winier  of  1875-76  was  the  wannest 
on  record,  and  remarkable  for  the  almost  total  absence 
of  snow. 
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ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPKING. 


March  17th.  A sunny,  beautiful  morning,  followed  by 
a short,  but  violent  storm  of  hail  and  snow — a model  St. 
Patrick’s  Day.  19th,  thermometer  13°,  the  coldest  I 
have  known  so  late.  20th,  a wild  equinoctial  storm  of 
snow  and  rain.  28th,  a rainstorm  carried  away  a portion 
of  the  wall  of  Brooke  Grove  dam. 

The  season,  which  promised  to  be  an  early  one  (myrtles 
and  daffodils  being  in  bloom  March  15th),  seems  now 
almost  stationary.  Little  or  no  plowing  has  been  done 
for  4 weeks,  and  gardens,  with  rare  exceptions,  still 
remain  untouched. 

April  2d,  1877.* 


Last  snowmn  1875-76  was March  24th. 

First  snow'  in  1876-77  was October  15th. 


Monthly  Motes* 

April  12th.  Thermometer  75°.  First  day  of  real 
spring.  Month  very  dry ; there  W'as  rain  on  but  6 days. 

May  1st.  Thermometer  31°  at  7 A.  M. ; decidedly  the 
lowest  I have  knowm  in  May.  It  w'as  fortunately  too  dry 
to  kill  all  the  fruit,  but  considerable  damage  was  done  to 
peaches  in  some  places.  This  was  the  third  successive 
dry  May. 

June.  Considerable  Fultz  and  other  weak-straw'ed 
wheat  was  lodged  by  wdndy  rains  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month.  On  the  24th  the  hot  spell  commenced.  The 
warmest  June  on  record. 

July.  A month  to  be  remembered.  Among  the  many 
sultry  days  I select  4,  viz.  On  the  2d,  thermometer  98° 
at  noon : Stli,  thermometer  85°  at  9 F.  i\[.  (the  liigliest  1 
have  known  at  that  hour);  10th  and  lltli,  both  99°  at 
noon.  The  10th  w’as  the  warmest  day  on  record — 79°  at 
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sunrise,  99°  at  noon,  and  81°  at  9 P.  M. ; an  average  for 
the  day  of  8Gj°.  This  extraordinarily  hot  spell  closed  on 
the  22d.  For  29  successive  days  the  noon  temperature 
never  once  fell  below  86°.  These  29  days  averaged  73° 
at  sunrise,  92°  at  noon,  and  78°  at  9 P.  M,,  making  the 
average  temperature  for  this  period  just  81°,  which  is  If  ° 
warmer  than  I ever  knew  it  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
In  the  country  the  comparatively  cool  nights  made  it 
quite  endurable,  but  in  cities  (notably  Philadelphia)  even 
they  brouglit  no  relief ; tlie  thermometer  being  90°  or  92° 
at  sunrise  on  several  days,  and  sleep  before  midnight  was 
out  of  the  question.  There  was  a heavy  rain  on  the  30th. 
The  last  week  being  quite  cool,  brought  the  average  for 
July  below  that  of  1868. 

August  was  very  dr}%  only  1^  inches  of  rain.  The 
next  warmest  summer  I have  known,  and  the  very  driest. 
Only  8i  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  3 months,  being  41 
inches  below  the  average  for  3 years  preceding. 

September.  The  drought  broke  on  the  7th,  and  very 
soon  we  had  no  cause  to  complain  on  that  score.  From 
the  14th  to  24th  there  were  3 floods,  making  8^  inches, 
or  as  much  as  fell  during  the  whole  summer.  Farmers 
were  alarmed  about  wlieat-seeding,  forgetting  the  promise 
that  seed-time  and  harvest  shall  not  cease. 

October  15tli.  Snow  fell  tlie  night  before,  and  the 
ground  was  white  all  day ; a sight  I never  before  knew 
in  this  month.  This  was  the  coldest  day  until  Xovember 
24th.  Month  very  cold  and  dry. 

November  1st.  Thermometer  75°  at  noon ; on  the  2d 
74°,  the  highest  on  record  for  November,  and  warmer 
than  any  day  in  the  preceding  October.  This  Avas  tlie 
warmest  November  on  record  (since  186T);  the  lowest 
tliermometer  being  28°.  Wiveat  got  an  excellent  start. 

26 


‘y 


: ' , i'  ' . ' 


■'i,® 


~5- 


( 

I 

I 


"ti  " 


t 


* 

j- 


•lui  im  ; M M C .noort  t«  ®06  ^hauB  ' 

ffo  J[>;>«<:>b  i<jjf  SZ4?  ai(M'  'ii^nb  B({i 

&7rf,ti!n9([if{*>if  ifi>oit  O To^'f. 

®8T,>%moY^i  3^  ^obd  Hf>l  oono  w$a 

^ .-9U)  *5  -t  1*’^  <»aW(Joi  ia  ' 

r tji,rfD4dv/  ^>8  ml  enf}^nyfjiTJ!>i  ofnWA 

.?iai^  lO'  w^^>t  ) f iiudi  TJrn^*r 

ilf  i'tea  Ibo^  rb  biH  ^rr«00  sdl  nl 

v W£Sn>  <ym  Jtrir/d  oilhp  ^ 

'’tJii  10  ^0<3  '2tUL>^iB}9ifmf±s^  bl^0Oid^ddi 

Rfcw  .^ffei-itfdxa  Wm  ?iitovs>a  (to  o^jhttna  Sa  , 

. !^;iOU  wi)  no  vviv>d  * iioilT  .cfoi>8onp  oili  lo  ivo 

loi  iiigixoid  Jooo  o^imp  ^iniii  J jB  ff  »dT 

:'J  • " # %h'di  y^oM  xhJ, 

^JriT  #ix“i  lo  mrionMI^Tlno  'n-i^jutw 

Inm  f i^iiunfia  istoanaw  i 

it  e m fim  lo  sofbni  i8 'jIuO 

» 6 *iol  orll  wolod  8odo«i 

■71*17  i*it03i  ,df\  5(1)'  f?o^;£*iloid  |H^i7^i1>  Ofir  %i?Kfiiidiqi>8 

,0 1003  no  rrrnlqrrroo  oi  O^oiio  on  i)«il  nooa 
i<i  ^oUiUtf  ,^'boo-3l  J*  B'tdv  rfiili  oi  iiti-I  odi 
K'loom'^  ♦moroioa  ofoilTr  $d  grthni)  Hoi  sfi  'riomn  sa  lo 
•jiancorq  *>10  4^i!bb^>2*tjiodv?^jjo^d^^  o*isw  ^ 

30K  Ilaxb  ^ao'naif  hm  ooirJ-bsog  li:di 
odjf*  |)ftn  ,'>Tolod  Ib/t  *#foo5^  lodoioO 

v;*v»>{  ‘nv.'ljd  lovy^o  I tfb'b  ti  ; /ab  Ua  oihfvr  Hi'n  I'anot^ 

- .dliiom  EJfii  ni 

inil  1*  ,v;j  b boir^W  ib  *di t£ 

odi  xxo  ';nooii  m ®*vT  t»)omo<moJlT  .ial  Tjdinv‘>7ol^ 
i^)iWti;  ff  bn*:  . /oVT  ipT  bi^tOOl  liO.lfcod^id  odr  t 

' .jiJii  f.i;v7  -feinT'  - «i  .v«fbij;.hxt.  undf 

Jciov/oi  oitt  -./^Uor  ooiil'-)  bi<mi  no  VMkrnrm  Sbomwv 
! ■:  Jinta  do‘yljVi/o  Ino/fW'  loiwnormoiU 

ft? 

"'  • . • - .?2#  V • - 


. v-v 


;r 


^ i rr\ 


302 


AKNALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


December  8th.  A moderate  day,  the  thermometer 
being  33°  at  9 P.  M. ; but  at  3 o'clock  next  morning 
' a northwest  gale  struck  us  which  continued  all  day, 
uncapping  hay-stacks,  and  scattering  fodder-shocks  oxer 
the  fields  where  farmers  were  so  improvident  as  to  leave 
them  out.  Thermometer  5°  at  sunrise,  and  only  reached 
9°  at  noon.  The  ISth  w as  the  commencement  of  6 weeks’ 
sleighing.  29th,  rain  froze  on  trees  and  shrubbery;  this, 
illumined  by  a full  moon,  made  the  night  of  the  30th  a 
glimpse  into  fairyland.  The  coldest  month  for  at  least 
10  years,  the  average  being  9°  below  the  normal  for 
December.  So  closed  the  great  Centennial  year, 

January  1st.  The  deepest  snow  for  probably  20  years. 
1 foot  deep  on  a level,  but  a high  wind  next  day  piled 
drifts  5 to  6 feet  high,  rendering  roads  in  places  impass- 
able and  everywhere  risky.  For  the  rest  of  that  w^eek 
upsets  w^ere  the  order  of  the  day  (or  rather  night).  On 
the  5th  the  thermometer  ranged  from  13°  on  the 
Manor  to  — 10°  in  the  Patuxent  valley.  There  was  a full 
6 wrecks  of  sleighing,  the  first  time  for  many  years.  This 
brightened  up  the  neighborhood  w^onderfully,  and  some 
of  its  eflects  (if  report  is  to  be  relied  on)  will  be 
permanent. 

February  was  a beautiful  month;  the  warmest  Febru- 
ary for  at  least  10  years,  with  little  wind  and  but  5 days 
of  falling  weather. 

March  9th.  Thermometer  59°  at  7 A.  M. ; on  the  10th 
17°,  a variation  of  12°  in  24  hours,  at  the  same  time  of 
day.  18th,  thermometer  11° ; 19  th,  snowing  ail  day 
(nearly);  20th,  thermometer  13°,  and  snowing  till  noon. 
24th,  thermometer  10°  at  noon.  Verily,  no  one  can  say 
our  climate  is  monotonous. 
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April  1st,  1878. 

Withoat  an  attempt  to  treat  of  all  interesting  facts 
connected  with  tlie  Aveatlier  for  the  past  year,  I shall 
follow  its  course  and  select  the  most  striking  features  that 
have  been  noted  down. 

May.  The  first  10  days  were  very  cold,  being  2°  below 
the  average  for  April.  With  the  16th,  however,  com- 
menced a week  of  hot  summer  w'eather,  averaging  75  > or 
more  than  26°  warmer  than  the  first  10  days.  On  the  20th 
the  thermometer  ’'.vas  93°,  which  w'as  exceeded  by  but  2 
days  during  the  summer. 

June  21st  and  26th,  violent  storms,  accompanied  by 
destructive  lightning;  that  on  the  21st  lodging  uncut 
wheat;  that  on  the  26th  scattering  shocks  about.  Great 
fears  w^ere  entertained  that  the  noble  crop  would  not  be 
housed  in  safety,  but  little  was  seriously  injured.  A very 
large  crop  raised  despite  the  dry  May  and  wet  June. 

August  21st.  A gust,  accompanied  with  hail,  reduced 
the  temperature  from  88°  to  61°  in  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.  There  wus  only  11°  variation  in  the  noon  temper- 
ature for  the  wdiole  month  of  August — 78°  to  89°. 

.September  1st.  A slight  earthquake  at  11  P.  M.  IsTot 
a drop  of  rain  in  the  last  2 weeks.  July,  August,  and 
September,  taken  together,  w'ere  the  driest  on  record. 

October  4th.  There  began  a series  of  heavy  rains.  At 

3 P.  M.  the  storm  culminated  in  a kind  of  W’ater- 
spout  Nearly  l-l  inches  fell  within  12  hours.  Newly- 
seeded  wdieat  fields  w'ere  disastrously  wushed ; Brooke 
Grove  and  other  dams  carried  awuy.  On  the  8th  another 
deluge,  2-}  inches  fell  in  6 hours,  making  7 inches  within 

4 days,  nearly  as  niiich  as  tiic  total  fur  3 mouths  preceding. 
About  6 inches  more  rain  fell  in  the  month  than  the 
average  for  4 preceding  Octobers. 
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November  4t)i.  The  first  destructive  frost.  22d  to 
24th  the  fiood-king  still  reigned.  4 inches  fell  on  the 
24th  alone.  The  effects  on  tlie  Potomac  river  were  ter- 
rible ; the  canal  much  damaged.  The  warmest  and 
wettest  November  on  record.  The  same  can  be  said  of 
the  whole  fall  of  1877. 

. December.  The  heavens  were  very  interesting.  On 
the  8th  was  a partial  occultation  of  Venus  by  the  moon. 
Either  coquetting  with  the  dark  border,  or  lingering 
perched  on  the  end  of  the  horn,  the  planet  presented 
a beautiful  sight.  On  the  13th  could  be  seen  all  the 
visible  planets  in  the  southwestern  sky,  including  the 
moon.  29th,  a bouquet  of  8 wild  flowers  was  gathered  in 
the  open  air.  Decidedly  the  warmest  Avinter  month  on 
record.  Not  a flake  of  snow  seen,  and  the  lowest  ther- 
mometer 21°. 

January.  The  ground  Avhitened  for  the  first  time.  6th 
to  8th,  the  only  cold  snap,  which  enabled  most  persons  to 
fill  their  ice-houses.  The  31st  was  such  a day  as  comes 
once  in  20  years.  Wild  blasts  from  the  east  dashed  sleet 
and  snow  everywhere;  the  tightest  buildings  Avere  not 
proof  against  it.  There  Avere  but  3 inches  of  snow  on  a 
level,  but  it  piled  in  drifts  5 and  6 feet  high,  Avhile  fields 
generally  Avere  almost  bare.  Lanes  running  north  and 
south  Avere  rendered  impassable  for  days. 

February.  TIuiavs  and  rains  made  the  roads  like  old 
times,  tlirough  the  first  half  of  the  month, — a A'ery  Avarm 
February.  Thunder  and  frogs  heard  on  the  21st;  flocks 
of  robins  seen  on  the  25th.  As  much  appearance  of 
spring  as  is  ordinarily  seen  a month  later. 

iMarcli  contained  many  Invely  days  and  little  disagree- 
able Aveather.  On  the  lltli  farmers  (that  is,  farmers) 
soAved  oats,  andAvdieat  looked  tog  forAvard  to  make  the  best 
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crop^  Upon  10  out  of  the  past  13  St.  PatTick’s  Days 
has  it  rained,  or  snowed,  or  hailed,  or  sleeted,  or  done 
something  characteristic  of  the  day.  Some  rain  has 
fallen  upon  11  out  of  the  past  15  Sundays.  24th,  bar- 
ometer fell  to  28.88  inches.  There  was  a rainstorm  fol- 
lowed by  a northwester.  Thermometer  20°  next  morn- 
ing. Peaches  were  injured  and  wheat  blades  scorched. 

A wonderful  winter;  only  6 days  on  which  snow  fell. 
Average  temperature  for  November,  December,  January, 
February,  and  March  was  40.4°,  all  except  January  being 
the  warmest  on  record.  This  is  more  than  5°  higher 
than  the  average  for  10  previous  years ; so  look  out  for  a 
grand  crop  of  weeds,  insects,  etc. 

April  7th,  1879. 

Discarding  the  system  used  on  former  occasions,  your 
statistician  will  treat  of  nature’s  phenomena  in  a new  way, 
assured  that  full  description  will  prove  more  acceptable 
than  bare  mention  of  facts  and  figures. 

Therefore,  instead  of  following  through  the  past  year, 
jotting  down  notes  in  each  successive  month,  I shall 
divide  my  work  into  chapters,  not  confining  myself  to  the 
exact  order  of  occurrence. 

General  Temperature, 

Last  spring  was  5°  warmer  than  the  preceding  year. 
Summer,  owing  to  a very  cold  June,  and  in  spite  of  a liot 
July,  was  rather  cool  on  the  whole.  Fall,  normal;  and 
winter  CP  colder  than  last  year,  though  not  one  of  the 
very  coldest.  The  year  1878  was  the  warmest  for  the 
past  12  years;  averaging  54°. 

Rain  and  Snow. 

Snow  fell  on  20  days  last  winter.  First  snow  December 
8th.  liust  snow  (we  hope)  April  5th.  Deepest  was  on 
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Marcli  2d,  8 inchos.  June,  July,  and  October,  all  had  an 
unusually  heavy  rainfall,  while  in  September,  Tebruary, 
and  March  it  was  very  light.  52  inches  fell  during  the 
year  1878,  being  an  average  of  1 inch  per  week. 

Early  Season  o/  1878. 

Last  spring  was  one  of  the  earliest  seasons  ever  known. 
The  7 months  ending  with  April  had  all,  except  Janu- 
ary, been  remarkably  warm.  The  low^est  temperature  in 
April  was  41°.  Wheat  heads  w’ere  seen  April  27th,  and 
by  May  8th  the  fields  w^ere  fully  out.  April  30th  the 
following  is  noted  : “ Cherry  and  lilac  leaves  full-sized  ; 

oats  hide  the  ground;  plenty  of  clover  in  bloom;  Col- 
orado and  other  bugs  in  profusion.”  By  ^lay  9th  the 
forests  Avere  nearly  as  in  June.  Fireflies,  May  18th. 
Tliere  was  a severely  cold  spell  from  the  11th  to  13th, 
w^hen  the  thermometer  fell  to  37®,  and  sweet  potatoes, 
beans,  tomatoes,  and  probably  wheatflelds,  were  damaged 
by  a white  frost. 

The  Great  Hailstorm. 

On  Sunday,  the  28tli  of  April,  a vast,  copper-colored 
cloud  passed  over  this  section  from  southw'est  to  north- 
east, accompanied  by  violent  thunder  and  heavy  rain.  In 
the  centre  of  its  path,  a strip  extending  from  the  District 
line  nearly  to  Ellicott  City,  and  from  1 to  11  miles  wide, 
was  visited  by  the  most  destructive  hailstorm  ever  ex- 
perienced in  this  vicinity.  Where  heaviest,  the  hailstones 
lay  to  the  depth  of  2 or  3 inches  in  the  fields  (enough  for 
sleighing),  while  theyVere  piled  in  di'ifts  2 feet  deep  on 
the  bunks  of  streams.  All  hough  followed  by  hot  weather, 
a pile  wus  found  a week  later  in  E.  P.  Thomas’s  woods 
estimated  to  contain  5 bushels.'  Had  an  army  of  x\frican 
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locusts  passed  over  it,  this  region  could  hardly  have  pre- 
sented a more  desolate  appearance  than  it  did  on  the 
morning  after  the  storm.  Eich  wheattields  just  coming 
into  head  were  mangled  to  pieces,  their  fine  promise 
utterly  destroyed.  Not  content  with  tearing  off  every 
vestige  of  blossom  from  fruit  trees,  the  remorseless  de- 
stroyer so  bruised  and  battered  the  trees  themselves  that 
in  all  its  track  there  hardly  remained  a peach  tree  worth 
preserving.  Eank  clover  was  pared  off  so  close  to  the 
ground  as  hardly  to  afford  pasture ; while  as  for  the 
forests,  6 weeks  later  they  looked  almost  as  barren  and 
drear  as  we  see  them  now.  Fortunately  no  person  was 
hurt^  nor  live  stock  killed,  but  the  damage  to  crops,  etc., 
-in  this  section  was  estimated  at  §10,000.  The  storm 
lasted  a little  over  half  an  hour. 


Celestial  Phenomena. 

On  the  6th  of  May  there  was  a transit  of  Mercury  over 
! the  sun’s  disk.  September  5th,  an  occultation  of  a bright 

,star  in  Sagittarius.  This  phenomenon  is  well  worth  watch- 
ing, as  showing  how  even  the  brightest  stars  are  but  mere 
points  of  light.  Slowly  as  the  moon  travels,  yet,  even 
with  a good  telescope,  the  instant  a star  is  touched  by  the 
moon’s  edge  its  light  totally  disappears. 

Special  Pains. 

I There  was  rain  upon  19  out  of  the  25  SundaN's  ending 

1 with  June  9th.  On  June  17th  and  IStli,  ojinches  fell. 

! MTieat  was  laid  fiat,  but,  fit  emblem  of  truth,  rose  again. 

July  19th,  thermometer  96^  at  noon,  fullowed  by  a storm 
during  which  3 inches  fell  in  3 hours.  3|  inches  fell  on 
^ the  23d  of  October. 

i 
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ANi^ALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


Hot  Weather. 

A hot  spell  lasting  26  days  ended  July  2Ist. 

. Lmo  Barometer. 

On  October  23d,  during  the  storm  spoken  of  above,  the 
barometer  sunk  to  28.54  inches ; and  on  December  10th, 
>vhen  a warm  morning  was  followed  by  a heavy  rain, 
turning  into  a savage  snowstorm  by  night,  it  was  28.46 
inches,  the  lowest  I ever  saw  it. 

Cold  Weather. 

About  noon  on  Thursday,  January  2d,  commenced  a 
spell  of  such  weather  as  w'e  trust  not  often  to  experience. 
After  a mild  forenoon  a powerful  northwestern  gale 
sprung  up,  which  hardly  paused  for  3 days.  At  12  M.  the 
thermometer  was  37° ; at  4 P.  ]\L,  21° ; at  9 P.  M.,  6°. 
Next  morning  (Friday,  January  3d)  it  was  — 3°,  and  blow^~ 
ing  harder  than  ever.  Saturday  and  Sunday  both,  3°  at 
7 A.  M.,  after  wdiich  it  slowly  moderated.  Potatoes  froze 
in  cellars  always  thought  secure,  while  conservatories  and 
pits  could  not  save  the  flowers  in  many  places. 

The  Recent  Thaiu. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  thermometer  reached  70°,  and 
the  frost  left  the  ground  a few  days  later;  snow  that  had 
lain  for  3 months  disappeared,  and  the  eftect  on  turnpikes 
is  know'll  too  well  to  be  recorded  here. 

April  5tli,  1880. 

r^ly  daily  record  of  current  events  having  been  recently 
discontinued,  this  report  will  necessarily  be  less  complete 
than  some  that  have  preceded  it.  Following  no  special 
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system,  since  none  has  been  proved  the  best;  wearying 
you  with  no  long  columns  of  bare  statistics,  since  for 
general  minds  these  carry  little  interest,  while  persons 
wishing  such  dry  facts  can  obtain  them  better  by  applying 
to  the  writer,  than  by  hearing  them  disciiarged  bombshell 
fashion  into  the  ears  of  a public  assembly ; with  a desire 
less  to  cover  the  whole  ground  than  to  confine  this  report 
within  the  limits  of  your  patient  attention,  I shall  now 
touch  briefly  upon  nature’s  most  striking  events  since 
our  last  assembling  together. 

Since  early  fall  a warm  southern  current  has  generally 
prevailed.  October  was  the  warmest  on  record,  being 
8°  above  the  average ; December  was  very  warm,  while 
-both  the  following  winter  months  surpassed  all  precedent ; 
January  being  more  than  8°,  and  February  6°,  warmer 
than  our  average.  The  winter  demands  comparison  witli 
those  of  past  years.  The  warmest  known  before  (speak- 
ing with  the  usual  conceit  of  young  persons  who  im- 
agine their  diminutive  span  of  life  includes  all  things 
worth  knowing)  was  that  of  18?5-76,  averaging  20.6°. 
The  average  for  past  12  winters,  32]°.  This  past  winter 
averaged  39i°,  being  above  the  normal,  9.P  above  last 
year,  and  nearly  2|°  higher  than  the  warmest  before 
known.  There  was,  naturally,  quite  a scare  about  ice; 
but  we  had  a spell  in  early  February  tluit  saved  us — 
except  those  who  preferred  waiting  to  get  5 inches  of 
clear  ice  rather  than  gather  such  snowy  inditferent  stutf 
as  most  of  us  were  content  with  and  thankful  for.  ]\Iarch 
was  colder  than  January,  yet  warmer  than  the  average. 

There  were  11  days  on  wliich  snow  fell,  beginning  No- 
vember 2UtIi  and  ending  efureii  FUh.  The  deepest  was 
but  6 indies,  February  2d  and  3d. 

More  than  7|  inches  of  rain  fell  between  the  IGth  and 
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20th  of  May,  while  but  I inch  fell  on  the  other  26  days 
of  May.  The  same  irregularity  was  shown  in  July;  f 
inch  falling  upon  the  first  24  days,  and  nearly  6 inches 
upon  the  25th  and  26th.  During  this  flood,  bridges  on 
Hawlings  river  were  carried  away,  and  it  was  actually 
dangerous  to  cross  certain  places  wliere  there  is  usually 
no  stream  at  all,  tlie  water  rushed  by  so  furiously.  During 
32  days  ending  August  26th  there  fell  15f  inches  of  rain, 
an  average  of  almost  i inch  per  day  for  a month.  Then  the 
flood-gates  were  closed,  and  with  that  fondness  for  going  to 
extremes  for  which  our  weather  (as  well  as  perhaps  some 
other  things  in  Sandy  Spring)  is  so  noted,  a dry  spell  set 
in  that  lasted  considerably  more  than  3 months.  During 
this  period  of  over  100  days  ending  with  the  4th  of 
December,  but  4 inches  of  rain  fell — less  by  an  inch  than 
during  24  hours  of  July.  It  was  difficult  to  get  wheat 
ground  in  proper  condition,  and  to  the  drought  we  owe 
the  present  scarcity  of  timothy. 

Several  events  in  October  and  November  were  so  pecu- 
liar as  to  deserve  mention.  October  1st  the  thermome- 
ter was  78° ; October  2d,  81°;  3d,  85°,  which  was  5°  higher 
than  the  highest  recorded  in  October  before.  This  year 
there  were  5 days  above  80°.  The  average  of  the  first  18 
days  was  nearly  69°,  being  more  than  16°  above  the 
October  normal,  being  w'armer  than  any  Se])tember  on 
record,  and  warmer  than  June  in  1878.  Average  noon 
temperature  for  this  period  771°.  November  vibrated  be- 
tween Labrador  and  Florida.  Average  of  the  first  week 
37°,  which  was  lower  than  that  of  any  month  this  winter. 
2d  week  averaged  03°,  hardly  a figure  for  September  to  be 
ashamed  of.  Then  a S'K*"nd  FAar  wave  struck  us,  and 
the  average  fur  the  3d  week  was  35-]°. 

The  barometer  stood  highest  on  October  26th,  during 
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the  heart  of  the  dry  spell,  30.11  inches.  Lowest,  Febru- 
ary 3d,  just  after  our  deepest  snow,  28.86  inches. 

There  was  an  occnltation  of  Venus  on  October  13th  at 
10  P.  M. ; also  a fine  one  of  Mars  at  the  close  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Day,  which  for  an  amazing  wonder  was  actually 
clear. 

ISTow  I will  ask  you  to  stand  with  me  upon  the  hill  near 
where  the  Emory  road  joins  the  Washington  turnpike. 
Time,  September  3d ; hour,  6 P.  M.  It  has  been  showery 
through  the  day,  but  now  the  sun  has  burst  out  low 
on  the  horizon,  casting  a brilliant  rainbow  against  the 
leaden  eastern  sky.  Your  eyes  are  suddenly  called  to  the 
southeast,  where  \ou  see  a whirling  copper-colored  funnel 
driving  to  the  northward.  It  grows  darker  and  rises 
from  the  ground  for  a sliort  space  ; then  a white  column- 
like smoke  is  seen  among  the  tree-tops  beneath ; they 
join  again,  and  the  air  above  is  filled  with  tossing  shingles, 
boughs,  and  no  one  knows  what  besides.  The  colors 
change,  sometimes  black  and  gloomy,  then  lit  up  as  by  an 
internal  (or  infernal)  fire.  A loud,  rushing,  roaring 
sound,  as  of  a great  loaded  freight  train  crossing  a bridge. 
The  spectacle  dies  away  in  the  northeast,  and  you  realize 
your  first  experience  of  a cyclone.  Although  more  awful 
in  its  progress  and  effects  than  the  hailstorm,  this  calam- 
ity occasioned  comparatively  little  damage.  Like  it,  no 
persons  were  injured,  though  wlio  can  tell  what  might 
have  befallen  a human  being  exposed  to  the  full  fury  of 
the  whirlwind  ! Tracing  out  its  path  from  A.  J.  CashelTs 
place,  through  tlie  lands  of  Cl.  W.  C.  Beall,  Jos.  T.  Moore, 
Jas.  H.  Stone,  Man.  H.  Farquhar,  and  others,  to  where 
the  savage  wind-deinoii  spent  his  wrath  u}M)n  Cyrus 
Bowen's  little  grove,  what  a scene  of  enormous  destruc- 
tive energy  meets  our  eyes!  .The  track  of  the  storm 
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varied  in  width  from  25  to  100  or  more  yards;  not  all 
visited  alike,  but  as  if  dipping  dowm  upon  some  spots 
wdth  especial  severity,  then  leaving  others  comparatively 
uninjured.  Giant  trees  w'ere  uprooted,  twisted  ofl*,  or  torn 
asunder,  lying  in  every  direction ; branches  carried  rods 
or  miles — no  one  know^s;  potatoes  dug  up;  even  the  very 
gravestones  wn^enched  from  their  places  and  throwm  flat 
upon  the  ground.  “In  the  hereafter  angels  may  roll  the 
stones  from  our  graves  away,’’  but  we  trust  for  the  sake 
of  those  who  come  after  us  that  it  wflll  not  often  be  done 
in  that  way. 

Allan  Farquhar. 

April  4th,  1881. 

With  no  carefully  prepared  record  to  draw  from ; wnth 
only  frail  memory,  aided  and  refreshed  by  files  of  the 
rough  drafts  of  old  w^eather-charts  for  the  signal  service ; 
you  need  hardly  expect  a full  report.  Such  as  it  is,  how- 
ever, it  shall  be  confined  strictly  within  the  domain  of 
fact. 

Half  of  the  rain  in  last  April  fell  on  the  29th.  Hot  a 
drop  from  that  day  to  the  22d  of  May.  Eain  fell  on  but  4 
May  days,  and  tlie  total  was  less  than  -}  of  an  inch;  the  least 
ever  known  in  this  month.  The  hay  crop  W’as  cut  short, 
young  clover  killed  out,  plowing  sod  resembled  quarry- 
ing, while  gardens  in  some  localities  painfully  near  home 
proved  failures.  Very  hot  with  it  all,  being  85®  above 
the  warmest  previous  5Iay  (that  of  1872). 

June  12  th  was  rather  the  warmest  morning  in  the 
whole  summer;  70®  at  sunrise.  Reached  93®  at  noon, 
and  soon  after  2 R.  51.  a violent  local  storm  set  in,  inflict- 
ing considerable  damage  to  trees  and  buildhigs  at  Fair 
Hilk  Willow'  Grove,  etc.,  besides  lessening  the  wheat  crop 
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. ' by  suddenly  killing  off  fields  that  had  been  green  the  day 

, • before.  Two  days  later  fell  the  first  soaking  rain  since 

I April.  It  postponed  wheat  harvest  until  in  some  fields 

’ f wire  alone  could  hold  the  dead-ripe  sheaves  together. 

[ - duly  5th  ,the  weather  was  muggy.  ISTo  clear  sunshine, 

I _ but  not  especially  ominous.  Yet  between  7 and  10  P.  ]M., 
[ a space  of  21  hours,  5 inches  were  poured  out;  it  did 

! not  rain  in  drops,  but  the  bottom  seemed  to  have  dropped 

out  of  some  immense  tank  suspended  in  the  air.  By 
half-past  10  the  stars  were  shining  tranquilly.  The  effect 
of  this  deluge  was  observable  the  whole  season ; it  was 
largely  answerable  for  the  greatest  corn  crop  produced  in 
recent  years.  July  gave  us  nearly  SI  inches  of  rain,  the 
most  recorded  for  this  month.  The  wcatlier  not  op]>res- 
^ sive  except  on  the  fatal  13th,  -when  the  heat  struck  down 

one  of  the  foremost  men  in  talent  and  originaliiy  of 
thought  thaf  this  county  ever  knew. 

I But  for  the  kindness  of  the  Montgomery  County 

; Agricultural  Society  we  should  have  suffered  grievously 

^ ^ ' with  di’ought  in  September,  as  three-fourths  of  the  rain  that 
; fell  in  tlie  month  fell  on  the  week  of  the  Fair.  The  total 

rainfall  for  August,  September  and  October  Wiis  consid- 
] erably  less  than  that  for  July  alone. 

I This  long,  cold,  hard  winffr  cast  its  first  shadow  before 

I on  October  1st,  wdien  a frost  nipped  some  exposed  fields 

■ ! of  corn.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  Xovember  a storm 

! centre,  only  second  in  violence  to  the  cyclone  of  the  year 

before,  passed  through  the  neigliborhood  from  the  same 
direction  as  have  all  our  most  disastrous  storms  lately, 
viz.  S.  S.  W.  Its  greatest  ]>owerwas  shown  at  L'ocklanu, 
whore  many  uf  llu*  ii'ees  adnnung  (lial  beautil’nl  home  \\er«: 
torn  up  or  mauled  about  as  if  in  the  hands  of  a maiignaiit 
demon.  The  roof  of  the  Bank  was  lifted  up,  and  a dwel- 
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ling  near  by  had  its  walls  cracked  and  chimney  blown  ofi*. 
The  storm  w^as  very  severe  at  Bloomfield,  taking  especial 
delight  in  slaying  down  the  grove  of  pines  near  the  house. 
The  yard  locusts  were  doubtless  saved,  as  some  at  Kock- 
land  had  been,  by  being  so  slender  as  to  bend  before  the 
gale. 

Winter  began  in  earnest  on  the  18th  of  November. 
Thermometer  on  the  19th,  18°;  22d,  12°;  23d,  13°;  21th, 
12°,  etc.  A number  were  filling  their  ice  houses  on 
Thanksgiving  Day.  But  all  other  cold  spells  w^ere  for- 
gotten in  the  snap  which  wais  includeihbetween  December 
29th  and  January  1st.  The  thorniometers  behaved  out 
of  all  reason,  ^iline,  more  sol)er  and  dignified  than  the 
rest,  only  recorded  — 7°, — 7°,  and  — 10°  for  the  three  morn- 
ings; but  — 20°  and  — 25°  were  common ; v.'hilc  in  some  the 
mercury  huddled  way  down  in  the  bulb  till  they  thought 
it  was  lost.  One  observer,  not  being  satisfied  with  only 
16°  below  zero,  took  his  thermometer  to  a point  100  yards 
distant  from  the  house  and  at  a level  about  25  feet  low'er, 
wdien  it  fell  to  — 21°. 

There  were  very  nearly  8 w'eeks  of  unbroken  good 
sleighing,  from  December  20th  to  about  the  middle  of 
Debriiaiy,  wlien  the  rain  and  warm  weaclier  carried  avray 
the  snow  so  fast  that  thingsw'ere  generally  liquefied.  The 
poor  dam  at  Brooke  Grove  went  out  again,  this  time  past 
recall.  Just  before  the  thaw  the  barometer  rose  to  30.13 
inches,  the  highest  for  the  year.  Lowest,  March  30th, 
28.61  inches. 

Severe  sleets  on  the  9th  and  21st  of  January  deserve 
mention,  as  some  trees  that  had  stood  tlie  cydone  and  two 
hurricanes  wt're  broken  V>v  ibis  ja.w  enoiiy.  This  was  the 
coldest  winter  on  record  in  this  locality;  the  average 
temperature  for^G  months  ending  March  31st,  1881,  was 
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about  8°  colder  than  for  the  6 months  ending  Marcli 
31st,  1880. 

What  aspect  does' hind  nature  wear  at  this,  her  favorite 
season?  We  have  had  just  one  day  of  spring  thus  far; 
March  IGtb,  when  it  actually  was  63°.  Wheat  fields  are 
about  as  forward  as  sometimes  on  the  1st  of  Marcli.  What 
encouragement  can  there  be  for  early  gardening  and 
planting  when  on  a clear  day  in  xVpril  I found  snov/  on  a 
tree  in  our  orchard  at  5 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  which 
had  lain  there  all  day,  even  with  the  sun  shining;  when 
it  has  snowed  upon  6 days  of  the  past  week,  and  when 
the  noon  temperature  thus  far  in  April  has  averaged  more 
than  25°  below  the  noon  average  for  xkpril  last  year? 

There  were  24  snowy  days  this  winter  (besides  I don’t 
know  how  many  in  April).  First  snow,  November  13th ; 
last  snow  (judging  from  the  present  outlook)  about  the 
l?‘th  of  June! 

Blessed  is  the  nation  that  has  no  history!  xVnd  we  can 
well  hope  for  less  material  to  fill  our  i\reteorological 
•Reports  in  future.  Striking  events  in  that  line  may  be 
interesting,  but,  as  a rule,  are  not  profitable. 

April  3d,  1882. 

There  has  surely  been  eiiough  weather  in  tlie  past  two 
years  to  satisfy  the  most  ardent  craver  of  excitement. 
Extremes  have  been  the  order  of  the  clay;  bitter,  pro- 
tracted cold ; fierce,  still  more  protracted,  unseasonable 
heat;  washing  storms  followed  by  months  of  almost  un- 
broken drought — all  combine  to  form  ample  material 
for  a lively  narrative  ; but  i lou.g  since  gave  uj)  my  fond-' 
ness  for  meteorological  gymnastics,  and  would  ask  no 
more  racy  and  varied  report  for  1883  than  the  following: 
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“April,  noiTQal;  May,  normal;  June,  normal,”  and  so 
around  to  March  again. 

April  5th,  1881.  “Ground  frozen  too  hard  to  plow  sod ; 
a tramp  frozen  to  death  near  Laurel,”  etc.  The  first  week 
in  April  averaged  32.9°  ; just  fair  winter  weather.  Plowed 
garden  on  the  25th.  Then  the  pendulum  flies  hack,  and 
by  May  12th  the  thermometer  runs  up  to  92°  at  noon, 
and  only  sinks  to  83°  by  9 P.  M.,  which  is  higher  than 
any  night  during  the  whole  summer  of  1880  at  the  same 
hour ; and  has  not  been  surpassed  since,  not  even  by  the 
7th  of  September.  Next  day  91°  at  noon.  The  2d  week 
in  May  averaged  75.4°,  being  very  nearly  equal  to  the 
average  temperature  of  the  hottest  summer  known.  May 
18th,  first  soaking  rain  since  March.  No  flies  worried  us 
until  the  17th  of  June;  but  they  made  up  for  it  at  the 
other  end  of  summer.  The  great  comet  was  first  seen 
on  the  25th.  On  the  27th  two  inches  of  rain  fell  in 
a half-hour,  washing  cornfields  aud  levelling  acres  of 
wheat.  This  storm  was  especially  severe  at  Norwood. 
June  w^as  the  only  month  between  March  and  December 
which  had  a rainfall  up  to  the  average.  July  6th,  ther- 
mometer 95°,wbich  for  two  months  we  fondly  hoped  would 
be  the  warmest  for  the  year.  On  the  7th  a heavy  thunder- 
storm, the  lightning  killed  two  large  oaks  on  our  place, 
one  of  which  could  ill  be  spared.  Only  1 days  in  August 
on  which  any  rain  fell. 

On  the  20th  of  August  began  a spell  of  weather  that 
rivalled  the  well-remembered  four  weeks  of  ’76,  and  is 
■without  a parallel  at  this  season  of  the  year.  From  that 
time  until  October  5th,  a period  of  4G  days,  a tropical  heat 
blazed  at  the  })arelied  and  thirsty  earth,  the  coldest  day 
rising  to  73°,  and  on  but  7 out  of  the  46  days  failing  to  reach 
80°  at  noon.  The  climax  was  reached  on  the  ever- mem- 
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orable  7th  of  September,  which  was  without  exception 
the  hottest  day  I ever  saw.  Ko  Avork  was  attempted,  ail 
Ave  did  Avas  to  exist,  and  rejoice  tliat  our  suffering  Presi- 
dent had  been  removed  from  the  stifling,  sickening  atmos- 
phere of  the  Potomac  flats  to  the  cool,  liealthy  breezes  of 
the  seaside.  Our  thermometer  was  98"^ ; only  7°  higher 
than  I eA'er  saw  it  in  September  before;  but  other  instru- 
ments shoAved  100°,  and  one  as  high  as  103°.  Next  day 
it  fell  to  91°,  and  Ave  reached  for  our  OA'ercoats  and  arctics. 
There  AA^as  no  soaking  rain  betAveen  the  10th  of  July  and 
10th  of  September — ^just  the  critical  tAvo  months  for  corn; 
no  Avonder  then  that  the  crop  Avas  cut  very  sliort.  The 
drought  was  not  finally  broken  until  October  21th,  so  for 
the  third  successNe  year  farmers  droA^e  their  drills 
through  clouds  of  dust  and  among  clods  like  the  debris 
of  brickyards. 

When  the  long  7 Aveeks  of  torrid  summer  ended  on  the 
4th  of  October,  did  autumn  tranquilly  descend  upon  the 
earth  like  gathering  shades  of  the  tAvilight,  and  by  a gradu- 
ally lessening  temperature  prepare  us  for  tlie  clianging 
season  ? Not  much,  it  didn’t!  xVfter  reaching  87°  on  the 
2d,  decidedly  above  any  record  for  October,  and  more 
befitting  July  than  the  month  Avhen  chestnuts  fall  and 
gums  turn  crimson,  the  thermometer  subsided  for  a day 
or  two  into  its  usual  rut  of  about  82°  or  83°.  Then  Avitli 
scarce  as  much  warning  as  is  granted  us  by  a summer 
thunder-gust,  a fall  of  50°  gave  us  ice  half  an  inch  tliick, 
a killing  frost,  and  all  the  accompaniments  of  a Avintcr 
morning — a change  in  less  than  10  hours  from  Brazil  to 
Greenland.  As  it  satisfied  witli  this  display  of  pOAver,  in 
tAvo  days  more  1G°  out  of  the  50°  variaiiem  Avere  recoAua'ed. 

September,  October,  November  and  December  Avere 
each  and  all  Avarmcr  than  auj  for  15  years.  The  rainfall 
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for  5 months  ending  with  ISTovember  was  but  14  inches, 
while  the  three  winter  months  ensuing  show  a record  of 
nearly  17  inches,  being  more  than  double  the  average  for 
winter. 

Only  one  night  this  winter  did  the  thermometer  sink 
below  16°,  namely,  January  24th;  still  there  was  a 
chance  for  all  to  get  ice  of  a fair  quality.  There  were  11 
snowy  days,  but  only  one  deep  snow,  that  of  February 
4th,  when  13  inches  fell  in  one  day.  There  was  a solid  3 
inches  already  on  the  ground  when  this  deep  snow  fell, 
but  instead  of  bringing  us  good  sleighing,  it  simply 
ushered  in  spring,  for  the  tliermometer  rose  to  40°  or 
higher  every  day  for  two  weeks  thereafter. 

Still,  after  all  these  changes  and  extremes,  our  outlook 
now  is  not  all  discouraging.  Wheat  never  made  a healthier 
show  on  the  first  of  April ; stock  have  come  out  of  the 
winter  in  decidedly  better  condition  than  last  year,  while 
farmers  have  been  able  to  commence  their  spring  work  at 
least  two  weeks  eaidier  than  in  1881. 


.r/ana  TapfA$  ^0  . 3IE 

■ i 

....  . .\i 

:4I  : di/J  f^n’ir  i3dmi>70>I  ifiivsr  ^nllnta  8dino.ai  iS  Tpl 
Mrxxfe  S%04h  ^ffinortt  wr'iv/  otU  ofirfw 

‘fol  ;irii  ofd/jofj  mii(J  0V)m  'sai^S \?odaai  TI 

isdniw 

^tfk  &df  [ylL^'Bifrrr/  sidi  aao  vfnO"' 

H m f/  $imit  liih  ; TUuirnTM  *®9r  wofad 

ir  &mi  .v^}.l!a;/p  Iftii  s\  lo  9oHw^  0i  Hii  lol  atwiiido 

VM;;n'Uf‘:;T  ro  If'irft  ?7/CU.?S  OHO  JlJcf  ^WOfia 

K bilv>.  jtzivff  nlfh^l hdani  aod'ff 

A j'li ■:/<[. k»L  f'jTfd  norf^  briijol^  Sfll  no  vrcaifu  aorfoni 
'■fU{i\m-  ii.  8ff  '^np^fihtf  lo  Maiaxii  dud  ; 

-jio  orlf  ni 

ov^x  wl  74:b  . 

f)iiis  ^i80d5  iU  JltJ8  ■ 

^ifohiitn  'loyar  d^5vif\7  ioa  arwocr  t .. , 

i ail-i  ,’k*  Kfo  omoit  oYxirf  j »i  u|A  lo  ^«*u»  ^rfi'  no  worfe  ^ - 

CiVui^f  \i^f^  i^iil  iiiiffd 

i'lovf  ii'‘di  ?on0rt:rjH>f>  oJ  aldiv  n$aJ  p;/cfl  tioandi 

ff  J 38I  oi 


Siiiiic  inaximinn  on  more  tliuii  ouc  day  iu  the  month. 


A^f2^ALS  OF  SAl^DY  SFIUXG, 


319 


rjrfifljff 


In  * *~  S 

►= 

* * 

Sg^j5Si£gSS?,S'= 

5SS2ig3lS£££|® 

►-CT  00^^-  Vl 

* * * * 
2ggSg§§£'^:fS2^ 

»=&=,;=««  sa5s:f;3^ 

* 

S5^Si3SSgS2S;|^ 

M oYi >-.  eiS«Soo®<Mi?»S 

“?r 

g£'^SSg§5S^S|^ 

£«§  «c 

♦ * ""5 

ggSJgSgSSSSSS'--’ 

gsfssiilslsgsi^' 

* 

gg^SSSSSSSSS'" 

o 

si^o^=,s  ggr-^ig 

=r 

O . ... 

» 

grJg£ESS$?S=’2|'^ 

c=. 

s§^S2®ls^:!2i  = 

s,:f352c.S£*S>:r.-" 

C.  (—  X to  iO  ^ o:  * 

■ rsrs,’5j|£g2g§.i''^ 

2 

S' 

2 

s- 

I 

I 


i r:Tf=fP'/liff 

c 

|!gg£ggss2IEp 

g 

|s“leES£iigi|i 

s 

“SEgEgsggi“ii 

O 

£ 

slgiEKgSEgp 

to 

llg£-E“£iS“gs 

o 

Cl 

'Z 

iggggsgsEgep 

g 

g 

i.- 

rnmmm^ 

o 

g 

;k 

E£!Sgisulggp 

i 

s«£-sg-£Ig!S 

O 

£ 

2n£tJi'rlS?gr,£,  = - 
b-=ubb>  >- 

^ o" 

"1 

IKSsS^giggE? 

O 

g| 

ilggSEsgisgEI 

O 

r 

mmmm^ 

tn 

•: 

mmxrva^ 

gl 

<>?=■ 

Average  Temperaiure. 


C18 


,iW!ri-|  fllSl 

'*V.  1 I S . a'5*.  ■■  .;i  . ^ 


\tT'. 

' 'iV 


ipis^sriji 


^Iviiiasisscst 


'itiastsizhisz,, 


srSSBSB22*li 

_w_-i-^  _ :- _-,_i 


IpSSSBHBSIi!" 


??.r' 

I 


f ««MtM  i — H .-|K'?«  •,: 


I I ep3BBB33!3?||  ^ I 


|ps3!%3S2f^ 


Ikz 

l^‘|^'sr¥'-Xr'£Fg“ 

^sfittsssssstisi 


y{ 

•i 


I -n 


'm 


^22i;5«^iSgr-«3 

^|3^?<a!:sit5si:s 


PBSS’-SSBlBiill!  ; 


E5'‘55§b!1  ! 


^|3U4^saf2:-j5:sa 
■ ™ 


Mmimum 


320 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


1 

'io 


I 


!r3333»S|323S2 

1 fills 

>w 

$5  * ** 

e4  ci  cc 

iliaS 

jS-SU^JISSf^Sj 

ilis 

o“:2SSS;^SS^?.27 

*5 

ifsiS 

®Vsss;25SS;?,2:i 

Bi 

-2S?i?J5: 

ilSSS 

0072s:;  ?;2§§^5r.=j 
si*  * 

g 

ills 

*~722SSS^S2SS?3 

s * * * 

"g2‘-'=S  g 

1 

ills 

«2S2g^gSS=:?;S? 
-*  * * * 

“2  s 

ilSIS 

«7722SSSpS22 
"22  2"22  S2S2 

1 

£1315 

>^^2'2SgSgg2gS2 
25  **  ** 

2=»?5  2S2 

5 

a 

1 

SKIa 

«2°^>g.2gSS2S22 
SI  **  * 

"^g?.^S  2'S  S?,?! 

3 

0 

5 

1 

ililS 

* * * * 
‘"SS  g 15 

5 

p>^ 

s> 

hIsii 

-2*SSgg.v:Sg^S7 

* c * ♦ « 1 

® 2 ss 

0 

ma 

o5*2ggS5;;-?H-^;^^ 

S5  ♦ * * 

5*1 -Jir?  c:>00 

r»  ^ p-i  -«  1-.  -M  rt 

i 

0 

a 

1 

13113 

«222Sg2gg2'?,-n2 

?-  * *=f<*=K 

■^|:r,.,^r,  «r* 

a 

a 

a 

1 a 

CJ  ?I  T)  _i  ^ 

1 

"2 --2-  222S._ 

i 

a 

1 

«:  3;  -4  t-  i 

2 S grig 

i : j :| ; : : :* 

X! 

♦ 

" 3-  a • 

5ria= 

P'  X 

'.■rj' 


^)K iH"ii^  yai» Afe-  <ao'’'aJ /- ' ' . ; 


0S8 


:-':ri'^' 


.Jsi'S^SSKs#^ 


s»#s»5^'*«7fi, 


L * >v'.  %: 

■■ 


■ ttS'3  n 


■{ 


^ ^ 

".i, 
.‘■i; 


I 


ii'',^  :4fe-3--l-  ■ 


sr“ 


i 


XIS  ^ 


«?  .« 


; » ♦ *'.*  S2 

2f$,K  s!l  r*-51 


i:2;i.^*ll?/~  ?«"■"•  !p’n‘ 
tst 

•td  * ■'  ' ■ *■  * 1? 

I--  s»“ 

s. 


'.  » ' ■ t'  - 

'•  ^5  ' ‘ 

f'  ■ 


f 

.S' 


& 


_M«-_  „ 

ft  fi,t*iE&S 

.**•"«  ♦ • > T 


Ar  Kk<»  3»* 


. :U'l 

,->v< 


; .^f#.  t '.s  '^'k 

-J::m  ■■^ 


♦ff'S'ft'ft 
4-e  £ 5 


*,  • • ' a“ 

I- 


f 


AKNALS  OF  SANDY  SPEIXO. 


s~ 


h 

h 


3, 

S" 


¥ 


t 

Vs4 


Pmmmmm 

f^pS2SS33iSSn2 

TiflOTIF^ 


g-sSSsSSSiSisiiS 

’“*  ^OOOr-^OCj^'iO'—  lOOOt^^ 


=iaSl3-3«S3S3 

o«Ci'^oc^^«oocciM 


TiffflUIE^lf 

s£ ... 


^l5iS3is3I33S  g 


is 


.-iraassssi 

^ ^r*iC3^=^xctoacocooi.-3 


C-~  ® s',  M 4 M c ^ 


.•^aSiiaSSisSId 


,ias53aSi3i-s3 

5?® 


e^"~sou5r;er:  aj-HS'i.— 

— Cip,a:st  — uia~^xt^^ss 


= ! ? 


^ I i 

.-:  I ~ 


1^; 


IS 


:-i2 


;ijii 


^ 1;  ■ • : i =A  = 3 ^ 

= = iiT:>.i-ur£>  3 5 tI 

l“^^JE5  = = rr.Si^  = 


H 


321 


32*2 


ANNALS  OF  SANDY  SPRING. 


April  2d,  1883. 

Tlie  year  just  closed  deserves  our  profound  thankful- 
ness. Complaint  might  be  made  of  the  wet  spring  and 
the  cold  winter,  the  backwardness  of  the  present  season  or 
the  potato-rot  last  fall,  the  low  price  of  hay  or  the  defeat 
of  the  Eepublican  party;  but  the  grand  fact  remains  that 
this  has  been  tlie  most  productive  year  our  farmers  ever 
knew.  It  is  rare  indeed  that  a great  wheat  and  corn  crop 
both  occur  the  same  year;  yet  the  year  1882  saw  the 
largest  of  either  ever  gathered  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

On  April  12th  last  year  the  thermometer  was  24°,  and 
the  promise  for  peaches  was  disastrously  blighted;  an- 
other of  the  many  illustrations  proving  the  truth  of  that 
familiar  adage,  The  early  worm  gets  caught.”  A 
singular  snoAV  occurred  on  the  23d  of  April.  There  was 
very  little  here,  but  near  Wasliington,  and  Fairfax 
county,  Ya.,  six  or  seven  inches  fell  and  sleighs  travelled 
freely. 

May  was  the  coldest  and  about  the  wettest  on  record. 
Average  temperature  for  the  month  5°  below  the  normal. 
On  the  3d  the  thermometer  sunk  to  34°,  being  the  coldest 
ever  known  in  May  except  May  1st,  1876.  There  was  an 
abrupt  stride  from  winter  to  summer  on  tt^e  9th,  w'hen  it 
rose  to  83°,  and  the  heat  told  on  both  men  and  horses,  but 
this  was  the  only  hot  day  during  the  month.  On  several 
days  coal  tires  were  kept  going  all  day.  The  first  wheat 
head  was  seen  on  the  21st,  and  fiedds  were  only  fairly  out 
by  the  30th.  There  was  rain  on  12  out  of  13  consecutive 
days,  ending  May  ICth,  and  the  sun  was  visible  but  once 
between  the  4th  and  15tli.  Instead  of  enjoying  a fine 
view  of  the  conj auction  •4'  Wains  and  Jupiter  in  tlic 
early  part  of  the  month,  these  planets  could  not  once  be 
seen  for  15  successive  evening,s.  There  was  much  trouble 
in  getting  cornfields  in  fit  order  to  plant. 
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On  tlie  9tli  of  June  we  liad  our  first  saucer  of  straw- 
berries— 'just  month  later  than  in  1878. 

July  was  yery  temperate ; not  a single  oppressive  day, 
and  the  average  noon  temperature  for  the  month  was 
under  83°,  which  was  very  favorable  for  our  enormous 
harvest.  The  other  extreme  was  reached,  however,  on  the 
4th,  which  was  the  coldest  July  day  in  history;  the  ther- 
mometer was  58°  at  noon,  being  the  lowest  at  that  time  of 
day  until  the  last  of  September.  Take  the  summer  all 
through  it  was  the  coldest  on  record,  being  nearly  2° 
below  the  average  for  15  years. 

Although  the  year  1882  had  no  especial  floods,  and 
indeed  the  rainfall  was  but  very  slightly  above  the 
normal,  still  the  showers  were  so  generally  distributed 
that  it  seemed  a very  rainy  year.  There  were  113  rainy 
days,  being  4 more  than  the  average.  Owing  to  a suc- 
cession of  copious  rains  through  August  and  September, 
and  to  the  warm  October,  fall  pastures  carried  more 
stock  and  to  a later  period  than  usual.  Besides  the  corn, 
there  was  a great  growth  of  potatoes,  but  unfortunately 
these  latter  rotted  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  bushels. 

Only  1.6  inches  of  rain  fell  during  the  two  months  of 
October  and  hTovember;  the  ground  became  very  hard 
for  fall  plowing.  The  coldest  in  October  was  42°,  and 
we  continued  to  use  Lima  beans  and  sweet  corn  until  the 
first  week  of  November.  Xo  corn-husking  was  done  in 
October  except  v’hat  farmers  afterwards  regretted.  First 
frost  on  November  3d ; the  first  snow,  November  26th.  On 
the  28th  - a 4-inch  snow  caught  whole  fields  of  corn 
unhoused. 

The  great  aslrouumieal  event  of  the  ye<u\  the  transit  of  ' 
Venus  on  tlie  6th  of  Deceinher,  was  observed  here  in  spite 
of  thin  clouds  which  prevailed  all  day;  most  of  us  pre- 
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ferring  to  take  oiir  chances  of  even  a cloudy  transit  of 
Venus  this  time  rather  than  to  wait  until  the  next  one. 

There  were  18  rainy  and  snow;y  days  in  January,  the 
roost  in  any  month  for  14  years. 

February  2d,  1883.  Thermometer  at  7 A.  M.,  15° 

« 4th,  “ ‘‘16 

“ 6th,  “ “ « « “ “ 19 

The  past  winter  has  been  long  and  cold ; all  the  five 
months,  except  February,  being  below  the  average.  Coal 
fii-es  have  been  needed  almost  all  the  time,  and  there  wjis 
abundant  opportunity  for  hauling  ice.  Yet  the  lowest 
thermometer  Avas  3°  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  January.  The 
far  Xorthwest  experienced  one  of  the  coldest  winters  ever 
knoAvn ; still  it  Avas  of  some  benefit  as  shoAviiig  that  cattle 
and  sheep  can  stand  even  this  severe  Aveather  Avith  very 
little  loss.  The  breaking  up  of  Avinter  was,  in  some 
localities,  far  Avorse  than  the  continuance ; rapid  melting 
of  snow  under  warm  and  copious  rainfall  raising  the 
Ohio  and  other  rivers  to  a disastrous  height. 

This  has  been  decidedly  the  coldest  March  for  11  years, 
averaging  341°,  or  near  51°  beloAV  the  normal.  Eight  good 
sleighing  on  the  23d  and  24th.  The  month  AA^ent  out 
like  a roaring  lion,  and  sweet  April  Avas  ushered  in  under 
“Grim  Winter’s  cold  Avlute  wind-swept  mantle.” 

This  record  Avould  fall  sadly  short  of  its  true  purpose 
Avere  no  allusion  to  be  made  to  two  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  Avonderful  sights  eA'er  beheld  in  the  lieaA'ens.  On 
Sunday  night,  the  IGth  of  April,  I Avas  awakened  a little 
before  midnighi,  and  glancing  out  the  north  AvindoAV  suav 
the  Avhole  sky  iliuniincd  wilh  a slrange  light.  AVe  often 
see  reddi.-?h  streaks  in  the  north  Avitli  a Avdiite  band,  and 
occasionally  a little  wavering  and  changing;  but  here  for 
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the  first  time  was  the  Aurora  Borealis  in  all  its  grandeur. 
To  those  who  shared  the  rapture  of  witnessing  this  awful 
manifestation  of  unseen  power,  any  description  would  he 
needless,  save  to  recall  the  impression ; while  to  those  who 
failed  to  see  it,  human  language  can  no  more  portray  that 
ever-changing  yet  ever-beautiful  panorama  than  the  drip- 
ping of  a rainspout  can  mimic  the  thunders  of  Niagara. 
Imagine  yourselves  under  an  illimitable  dome  whose 
ceiling  is  the  loveliest,  most  delicate  drapery;  imagine 
this  drapery  of  every  conceivable  shade  of  excpiisite  blend- 
ing colors,  no  two  pieces  alike,  and  the  same  piece  never 
appearing  the  same  for  two  seconds  together;  imagine 
flashes  of  white  and  rosy  light  starting  out  of  utter  dark- 
ness, too  swiftly  for  the  eye  to  follow;  and  through  all 
this  glorious  pageant  imagine  the  tranquil  radiance  of  the 
same  familiar  unchan£ring  stars  that  have  watched  this 
earth  since  man  first  gazed  in  wonder  at  ‘-their  eternal 
ray’’ — these  were  the  sole  motionless  dwellers  in  a trans- 
figured sky. 

In  the  southeast,  just  over  the  horizon,  at  5 o'clock  «>n 
a morning  in  early  October,  a strange  visitor  could  1>’‘ 
seen,  shining  bright  against  the  background  of  tin* 
moonless  heavens.  The  giant  comet  liad  swung  past  h?' 
perihelion,  and  was  now  pursuing  his  erratic  journey  int- 
the  distant  depths  of.  ether,  not  to  return  for  thousaruO 
of  years.  May  his  next  appearance,  with  his  glowing  hall 
of  a head  and  curved  scimitar  of  a tail,  show  hini 
only  a brighter  and  better  world  than  he  now  leaves,  hu^. 
our  Xarrow  Gauge  Railroad  and  an  enlargement  ot  th'- 
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